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Ryan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
years Ryan has been involved with scouting,
he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Ryan James Cheshier for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

RECOGNIZING STATE SENATOR
RUSS POTTS

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
bring the attention of the House to the retire-
ment of Virginia State Senator Russ Potts. In
February, Russ announced that he will not
seek reelection in November and it is my
pleasure today to recognize his hard work and
dedication to the people of the 27th District of
Virginia.

Born and raised in Winchester, Russ had a
paper route and delivered milk as a young boy
to help contribute to his family’s income. Self-
made, Russ majored in journalism at the Uni-
versity of Maryland before returning to Win-
chester to take a job as the sports editor of
The Winchester Star. A homegrown Repub-
lican, Russ eventually went on to a career in
sports promotion before running for State Sen-
ate 1991. As chairman of the Senate Edu-
cation and Health Committee and member of
the Commerce and Labor, Finance, Privileges
and Elections and Rules committees, Russ
has made a lasting contribution during the four
terms he has served the Commonwealth of
Virginia. Russ has dedicated a large portion of
his career to public service and will be sorely
missed.

Russ is a man of high moral character, a
true Virginia gentleman, family man, and loyal
friend. | would be remiss today if | didn’t also
recognize Russ’s unwavering dedication to his
wife Emily, three daughters, and grand-
children. | ask that my colleagues in the
House rise today and join with me in recog-
nizing the outstanding career of Russ Potts.

IN CELEBRATION OF JOHN G.
BEBBLING’s 60TH BIRTHDAY

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the 60th birthday of Mr.
John G. Bebbling, a wonderful friend and lov-
ing community member.

John'’s life story is quite impressive. John
was born and raised in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. He came to Arizona, graduated from
my alma mater, Arizona State University, with
a degree in Business Administration in 1971
and served in the United States Coast Guard.

In 1974, with only $1,000 in hand, John
opened Tempe Paint and Decorator Center.
Thirty years later, that investment turned into
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a $100 million a year operation, employing
over 200 within his community. John’s ability
and business expertise has led to many
achievements, which include earning the
Tempe Chamber of Commerce Small Busi-
ness of the Year award, runner-up for the Ari-
zona Small Business of the Year Award and
the prestigious Arizona Business Leadership
Award. And just last month, John’s company
TDC Interiors celebrated their 33rd anniver-
sary.

John has always believed in giving back to
his community. He has been actively involved
in the Arizona Boys Ranch, Centers for Habili-
tation, Boys and Girls Clubs of the East Val-
ley, Make-a-Wish Foundation, Tempe Diablos,
Sun Angel Foundation, Sister Cities Inter-
national and the Arizona State University
Foundation. He has also served on the Board
of Directors for the YMCA and the Salvation
Army.

Aside from John’s business and civic com-
mitments, John is a loving and devoted father
to this three children Jamie, Allison and John
and a cherished friend to many.

Further, John has been a dear friend to the
Mitchell family. Having been by each other's
side in good times and not so good times, |
have counted John as a close personal friend
for almost 40 years.

John’s successes should be viewed as
those of a true community steward. It is for
these reasons that | join John’s family and
friends in wishing him a blessed 60th birthday
and continued health and happiness in the
years to come.

————

POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE
DOESN'T CUT IT

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, yesterday Democrat leaders staged
a ceremony to send their defeatist supple-
mental bill to President Bush. As Democrats
joined together around their proposal of re-
treat, our troops in Baghdad waited yet an-
other day for critical funding.

The sad irony is that for all of their pomp
and circumstance, Democrat leaders should
face the threat of al-Qaeda, in that Zawahiri
has declared Iraq the central front in the Glob-
al War on Terrorism. We should be working
together in the Global War on Terrorism, not
promote plans of defeat. We need to be on
the offense protecting American families.

Fortunately, President Bush vetoed the
Democrat plan for defeat last night. | look for-
ward to voting to uphold this veto and am
hopeful we can now get down to the business
of providing for our troops. We must face the
terrorists overseas or we will face them again
in the streets of America.

In conclusion, God bless our troops, and we
will never forget September 11th.
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INTRODUCTION OF H. RES. 351, EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THAT FEDERAL AUTHORITIES
SHOULD STRENGTHEN AND VIG-
OROUSLY ENFORCE ALL EXIST-
ING IMMIGRATION LAWS

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam Speaker, yesterday
| introduced H. Res. 351, which offers a
straightforward, common sense approach to-
ward deterring illegal immigration, opposing
the flawed policy of amnesty, and restoring the
rule of law in our country by calling on Federal
authorities to strengthen and vigorously en-
force all existing immigration laws. The simple
truth is that until we enforce the Federal immi-
gration laws already on the books, it is irre-
sponsible for Congress to consider any legis-
lation that would grant amnesty to the esti-
mated 12-20 million illegal aliens currently re-
siding in the United States.

The policy of granting amnesty is a proven
failure in our country. The Immigration Reform
Control Act of 1986, which granted amnesty to
3 million illegal aliens, did nothing to stem the
tide of illegal aliens crossing our borders, but
rather contributed to the explosion of illegal
immigration our nation faces today. Addition-
ally, granting amnesty to those who have ille-
gally crossed our borders is fiscally irrespon-
sible and would place heavy financial burdens
on American taxpayers and Federal social
programs alike. According to the Heritage
Foundation, current amnesty proposals being
debated in Congress would result in the larg-
est expansion of the welfare state in over 35
years and could eventually cost American tax-
payers an additional $30 billion per year.

The failure of the Federal government to en-
force existing immigration laws has put the in-
tegrity of our immigration system and the sov-
ereignty of our great nation at risk. Years of
lax enforcement has led to a massive influx of
aliens illegally crossing our borders without
proper identification, thus creating a strain on
the economy, law enforcement at all levels,
and public safety in communities across the
country. Many cities across the country are
actually encouraging illegal immigration by
providing sanctuary to those who have broken
United States law by illegally crossing our bor-
ders. Police departments in these sanctuary
cities are actually forbidden from reporting im-
migration violations to Federal authorities, cre-
ating grave national security loopholes.

| introduced H. Res. 351 because | believe
that the enforcement and strengthening of ex-
isting immigration laws, the elimination of
sanctuary policies and increased cooperation
between Federal, State, and local law enforce-
ment officials are all necessary steps in rees-
tablishing the rule of law in our country, and
providing a significant deterrent to illegal immi-
gration.

| encourage my colleagues to join me in
support of this resolution which is in both the
economic and national security interests of the
United States.
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