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pieces of disposable property to slave owners. 
Further, to add insult to injury, they were treat-
ed horribly by their masters throughout their 
lives. For those that survived the voyage, their 
strength is still unbelievable and nothing short 
of a miracle. For these and other reasons, 
Americans and people all over the world 
should be reminded of their immeasurable suf-
fering and how the abolishment of the Trans-
atlantic Slave Trade impacted the end of that 
atrocity. 

The abolition of the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade was a pivotal step to the full abolish-
ment of slavery in Great Britain and the United 
States. Since this action was monumental, it 
needs to be commemorated. A commemora-
tion offers an opportunity to educate youth and 
remind others of the importance of ending the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade. There simply is not 
enough attention given to educating people on 
the history of slavery. Although it represents a 
dark part of history, it needs to be highlighted 
and explained. 

It has been said and it is true, that America 
is a melting pot. Since our great country is so 
diverse and will continue to grow, every oppor-
tunity to commemorate and share history 
should be seized. I encourage my colleagues 
to support this important resolution. 
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ADDRESS GUN CONTROL NOW 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 2, 2007 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, 
two weeks ago, our Nation suffered an un-
speakable tragedy when a deranged gunman 
indiscriminately killed 32 students and teach-
ers at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, VA. Our 
prayers and thoughts are with the surviving 
victims, families, and the entire Virginia Tech 
community who are determined to not allow 
one crazed individual to ruin the school’s 
Hokie spirit and strength. This horrific, sense-
less act was committed because a mentally ill 
individual could easily buy two handguns and 
as many rounds of ammunition clips as he de-
sired. I cannot stress to you how important it 
is that we reauthorize the federal assault 
weapons ban, close the existing loopholes, 
and strengthen the background checks re-
quirements. 

I want to submit for the record a Letter to 
the Editor that was posted in the Washington 
Post on April 21, 2007. This letter was written 
by Jay Wind of Arlington, VA, and Robert 
Weiner of Accokeek, VA. I agree with their 
contention that now is the time for Congress 
to address gun control and get these semi-
automatic weapons off the streets. 

[From the Washington Post, April 21, 2007] 
REFLECTIONS AFTER THE KILLINGS 

(By Robert S. Weiner and Jay Jacob Wind) 
As a national political public affairs con-

sultant and the father of a Virginia Tech 
student who knows five of the dead and was 
best friends with one of the first two shot, we 
are outraged and dismayed that congres-
sional leaders of both parties are running for 
cover from handgun control after the worst 
gun violence in American history. Instead of 
using this sad opportunity to stop such 
shootings by barring handguns, as other civ-
ilized countries do, Congress and the White 
House are pandering to the politics of the 

National Rifle Association because of poten-
tial votes in swing states. 

Why are our political leaders not speaking 
out against handguns instead of asserting 
that this is not the right time for such a de-
bate? In unarmed Britain, fewer than 100 die 
a year from handguns. America is still the 
Wild West, with an average of 30,000 gunned 
down annually. 

In September, the youngest Wind daughter 
will enter Virginia Tech. She thought she 
would be safe, near her older sister. It’s time 
for Virginia’s leaders—and the nation’s—to 
act to prevent future massacres. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF UNITED 
STATES ARMY CORPORAL MI-
CHAEL MATTHEW ROJAS 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 2, 2007 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to the life of CPL Mi-
chael Matthew Rojas, who lost his life defend-
ing the freedom of our Nation in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

A native of Fresno, California, Michael was 
born on March 1, 1986. As early as his fresh-
man year in high school, he made joining the 
military a goal in his life. He played 4 years of 
football at Clovis East and helped his team 
win the Central Section Division 1 Champion-
ship, a highlight of his high school career. 
Shortly upon his high school graduation in 
2004, Michael attained his goal by enlisting in 
the Army. When asked why he decided to join 
knowing that our Nation was at war, he would 
reply, ‘‘Because it’s the men and women be-
fore me that made it possible to live in free-
dom.’’ 

With that passion and drive Michael com-
pleted basic training at Fort Sill, OK as a can-
non crewmember. In November of 2004, he 
reported to Fort Lewis where he was assigned 
to the 3rd Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division. Un-
fortunately, Michael’s tour in Iraq ended when 
an improvised device detonated near his mili-
tary vehicle during combat operations on April 
18, 2007. 

Michael is survived by his mother, Debbie 
Apodaca; his father, David Esquivil; his wife, 
Katrina; five sisters, Michelle, Melissa, 
Marissa, Samantha, Mariah; and one brother, 
David. Also surviving are his grandparents, 
William Rojas, Victoria Valenzuela, and Art 
and Gloria Esquivil; and his nieces, nephews, 
aunts, uncles, cousins and numerous friends. 

It is my belief that Michael’s life symbolizes 
the ultimate sacrifice one can make for his 
country. His valor, strength, courage and pride 
in our nation will forever live in the thoughts 
and hearts of his family and Americans across 
the nation. CPL Michael Matthew Rojas’ dedi-
cation to the principles of freedom and democ-
racy will serve as an example to all of us, for 
generations to come. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILL TO CRE-
ATE THE OFFICE OF CHIEF FI-
NANCIAL OFFICER FOR THE VIR-
GIN ISLANDS 

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 2, 2007 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speaker, 
today I am once again introducing legislation 
that I sponsored in the previous two Con-
gresses to provide for a Chief Financial Officer 
for the Virgin Islands. Having witnessed the 
example and record of what having such a po-
sition has meant to the financial management 
and fiscal health of the District of Columbia, I 
continue to believe that my district, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, would also benefit from having 
a CFO. 

When I first introduced the idea of a CFO 
for the Virgin Islands in 2005, I did so in re-
sponse to the uncertainties and distrust of 
government voiced by my constituents and as 
a measure to prevent the territory, which was 
experiencing a serious financial crisis, from 
falling into the abyss of fiscal insolvency. 

I believed then, as I do now, that having 
someone in our government free of political 
pressures and with the statutory responsibility 
and authority to certify revenue projections 
and prevent deficit spending could assist our 
government to establish sound financial prac-
tices which would put the Islands on the path 
to improved financial management going for-
ward. Because of our long history of poor fi-
nancial management and practices, an office 
such as this would also help to immediately 
restore the confidence of the Federal Govern-
ment and others in our ability to be fiscally 
transparent and accountable. 

There are those, Madam Speaker, who will 
ask why I am doing this at this time, particu-
larly because the islands just inaugurated a 
new governor whose background is in finan-
cial management and who has been a good 
friend and political ally. 

They will suggest that my introduction of this 
bill signals a lack of confidence in the gov-
ernor to effectively steer the Virgin Islands’ fis-
cal ship into calm financial waters. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. I have every 
confidence in Governor John de Jongh and 
his administration and believe that they will do 
a first rate job of managing the territory’s fi-
nances. He has already begun to do so, but 
I also believe that every good manager, no 
matter how talented or committed he or she 
might be, can always do a better job if they 
had better tools with which to work. 

When I first introduced this bill the territory’s 
long-term debt totaled $1 billion. Recently the 
Governor in an address before the League of 
Women Voters stated that ‘‘the government’s 
financial structure is ‘‘a house of cards’’ that 
has left the territory about $3 billion in debt.’’ 

As has frequently been the case, the legis-
lature questioned the governor’s numbers. A 
CFO would take the uncertainty out of the 
equation and allow a legislature and governor 
to work better together because they would 
both get their numbers from the same inde-
pendent source. Further, the departments of 
government, semi-autonomous agencies and 
labor unions would be better able to plan, and 
the people of the Virgin Islands in general 
would have reliable information on how the 
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