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in meaningful dialogue on how to confront our 
changing climate and other enviromnental 
concerns without hamstringing the agriculture 
industry. 

This week, as we celebrate Earth Day and 
Arbor Day, let us appreciate the beauty of na-
ture and renew our commitment to protect the 
environment for generations to come. 
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EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE 
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE 
HONORABLE JUANITA MILLEN-
DER-MCDONALD, MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 23, 2007 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
I wish to join my colleagues in expressing my 
sorrow over the passing of JUANITA 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD, the representative of 
California’s 37th Congressional District. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to her constitu-
ents, her friends, and her family. 

Madam Speaker, I had the opportunity to 
get to know JUANITA during the 109th Con-
gress when we both served as members of 
the Committee on House Administration. While 
some might view oversight of election law and 
the day-to-day functions of the House as rel-
atively uninteresting, I know that I do not, and 
I know that JUANITA, who served as ranking 
member at the time, did not think them trivial 
either. 

Whatever topic was before the committee, 
JUANITA was dedicated to assuring that things 
were done fairly, properly, and effectively. She 
was vigorous in guaranteeing the integrity of 
the Federal elections process and was com-
mitted to ensuring that every eligible voter had 
free and unfettered access to the voting booth. 
Likewise, in her oversight of managing the 
House, she wanted to ensure that everyone 
on Capitol Hill had a safe and secure place to 
work or visit, while preserving the grandeur of 
the Capitol and the surrounding buildings. 

This tenacity was something she dem-
onstrated throughout her life, not just during 
the decade she spent in Congress. After rais-
ing her five children, she continued her own 
education, earning a bachelor’s degree at the 
age of 40. She followed that up with a mas-
ter’s degree in educational administration. She 
was no stranger to hard work, and she was 
not afraid to take on a challenge. 

One of JUANITA’s most notable accomplish-
ments occurred earlier this year. In January, 
she became the first African-American woman 
to chair a committee in the House of Rep-
resentatives. It was something that made 
many Members of the House very proud, and 
it was a tremendous accomplishment for a 
woman whose life was full of monumental 
achievements. 

I think it speaks volumes of JUANITA’s dedi-
cation that she was here voting in this House, 
representing her constituents, until less than a 
month before cancer took her life. In fact, al-
most none of her colleagues were aware of 
her illness and how serious it had become 
until the week before she passed away. And 
through it all, she held a warm spirit and a 
kind smile. 

Madam Speaker, I join my colleagues in 
sorrow for JUANITA’s passing, and I again ex-
press my condolences to JUANITA’s family, 
friends, and constituents. 
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IN MEMORY OF ANDREW ALBERT 
ESPARZA, IRVING POLICE DE-
PARTMENT 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in memory of Officer Andrew Albert 
Esparza and in honor of his life dedicated to 
service and public safety. 

Andrew passed away on April 13, 2007 in a 
fatal car accident while on his way to assist 
another officer. After graduating from the Uni-
versity of Texas in Arlington with degrees in 
business marketing and Spanish, Andrew fol-
lowed in his brother’s footsteps by joining the 
Irving Police Department in 2005. He was re-
cently selected to join the SWAT team on a 
part-time basis and always made himself 
available as a Spanish translator. Though he 
was only with the Irving Police Department for 
2 years, Andrew demonstrated great promise 
with expertise, maturity, and professionalism 
beyond his years of experience. 

He is survived by his parents, Rafael and 
Christina of Fort Worth, TX; two brothers, 
Rafael Esparza, Jr. and wife, Jennifer of Ir-
ving, TX; Felix Esparza and wife, Haylee of 
Burleson, TX; sister, Zoe Esparza of Burleson, 
TX; grandparents, Lydia Garcia of Fort Worth, 
TX; Lazaro and Olivia Cantu of Fort Worth, 
TX; and nieces and nephews, Saeya, Sloan, 
Slade, and Rylee Esparza. 

He will be remembered as a compassionate 
officer, a dedicated family man, and a devout 
Christian. May God bless all those he loved, 
and may I convey to them my sincerest con-
dolences and the gratitude of the American 
people. 
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A TRIBUTE TO JOHN H. SIMS, JR. 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate John (Jack) Sims on the 
occasion of his retirement from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, after more than 35 
years of dedicated service. Jack will be greatly 
missed, and I join his many friends, co-work-
ers and the veterans he served in wishing him 
the best of luck in the next phase of his life. 

Jack’s service to our country began in 1963, 
when he joined the United States Army. He 
began his VA career at the Martinez, Cali-
fornia VA Medical Center in 1971 as an ac-
countant trainee. Jack has held many posi-
tions in the VA across the country including 
Chief of Fiscal Service at VA Medical Centers 
in Washington, Illinois and California; Asso-
ciate Center Director at VA Medical Centers in 
Oregon and New York; and Health System 
Administrator with Veterans Health Services 
and Research Administration in Albany, New 
York. 

For the past 17 years, Jack has served as 
the Director of the Togus VA Medical Center. 
Under his leadership, the number of Maine 
veterans receiving care at Togus has in-
creased from 13,000 to 33,000. Jack has also 
supervised the creation, relocation and ren-
ovations of six community-based outpatient 
clinics and two off-site mental health clinics to 
care for Maine’s rural veteran population. 

As Director, Jack and his dedicated staff of 
more than 1,000 VA employees have helped 
transform the Togus VA Medical Center into 
one of the best medical centers in the VA sys-
tem. 

Jack will be missed for his dedication and 
for his compassion by the veterans of Maine. 
I am pleased to join his colleagues, his family, 
and his friends in congratulating Jack on this 
milestone. I wish him a rewarding and enjoy-
able retirement. 
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NINETY-SECOND COMMEMORATION 
OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 23, 2007 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, today, April 
24th, marks the 92nd anniversary of the be-
ginning of the Armenian Genocide. I rise today 
to commemorate this terrible chapter in human 
history, and to help ensure that it will never be 
forgotten. 

On April 24, 1915, the Turkish government 
began to arrest Armenian community and po-
litical leaders. Many were executed without 
ever being charged with crimes. Then the gov-
ernment deported most Armenians from Turk-
ish Armenia, ordering that they resettle in what 
is now Syria. Many deportees never reached 
that destination. 

From 1915 to 1918, more than a million Ar-
menians died of starvation or disease on long 
marches, or were massacred outright by Turk-
ish forces. From 1918 to 1923, Armenians 
continued to suffer at the hands of the Turkish 
military, which eventually removed all remain-
ing Armenians from Turkey. 

We mark this anniversary of the start of the 
Armenian Genocide because this tragedy for 
the Armenian people was a tragedy for all hu-
manity. It is our duty to remember, to speak 
out and to teach future generations about the 
horrors of genocide and the oppression and 
terrible suffering endured by the Armenian 
people. 

We hope the day will soon come when it is 
not just the survivors who honor the dead but 
also when those whose ancestors perpetrated 
the horrors acknowledge their terrible respon-
sibility and commemorate as well the memory 
of genocide’s victims. 

Sadly, we cannot say humanity has pro-
gressed to the point where genocide has be-
come unthinkable. We have only to recall the 
‘‘killing fields’’ of Cambodia, mass killings in 
Rwanda, ‘‘ethnic cleansing’’ in Bosnia and 
Kosovo, and the unspeakable horrors in 
Darfur, Sudan to see that the threat of geno-
cide persists. We must renew our commitment 
never to remain indifferent in the face of such 
assaults on innocent human beings. 

We also remember this day because it is a 
time for us to celebrate the contribution of the 
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