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TAXPAYER PROTECTION ACT OF 

2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, today 
marks a date that is familiar to most Ameri-
cans: April 17th is the deadline for filing taxes. 
Like most Americans, I too can now breathe a 
sigh of relief because my tax return has been 
mailed to the Internal Revenue Service, IRS. 

This year we were fortunate enough to have 
more time to file our taxes due to the normal 
tax day falling on the weekend and the Eman-
cipation Day Holiday in the District of Colum-
bia on Tuesday. While many filers will benefit 
from this extra time, millions of Americans will 
still ask for extensions to file due to their in-
ability to understand the complicated tax regu-
lations. 

I am committed to a tax system that is fair 
to all Americans and to a system that is ‘‘tax- 
payer friendly.’’ This is why I support efforts to 
simplify the tax code by closing loopholes, 
which will reduce the compliance burden. By 
simplifying our current code, we can increase 
compliance, and ensure our long-term fiscal 
stability. It is our duty to protect taxpayers and 
to provide a ‘‘user-friendly’’ government. 

For this reason, I support H.R. 1677, the 
Taxpayer Protection Act of 2007. This Act re-
quires the IRS to notify taxpayers of 
incidences of identity theft; prevents the 
wrongful use of one’s name; permits the IRS 
to withhold information from the companies of-
fering refund anticipation loans that are con-
sidered predatory; and gives taxpayers more 
time to collect money that was wrongfully held 
by the IRS. This legislation would help to pro-
tect taxpayers from unlawful acts that at times 
can be hard to detect. 

Each year millions of families expect to re-
ceive money back from the government. How-
ever, they deserve to be receiving more; 
America’s families and workers need tax relief. 
It should be a priority for Congress to assist 
families with the cost of childcare and long- 
term health care, eliminate the marriage pen-
alty, help small businesses, and help Ameri-
cans save for higher education and retirement. 
We need to develop a refundable tax credit for 
workers who earn reasonably low incomes. 
This is very important to helping the American 
people. 

As a member of Congress it is our duty to 
ensure that taxpayers are being treated fairly 
and equally within our tax system. As the 
110th Congress moves forward, I will work 
with my colleagues to ensure that this goal is 
achieved. 

That is why I urge my colleagues to vote in 
favor of H.R. 1677, the Taxpayer Protection 
Act of 2007. I want to thank Congressman 
RANGEL and Congressman LEWIS for intro-
ducing this vitally important legislation. 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ST. CHARLES HOS-
PITAL 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to celebrate a major anniversary and an 
irreplaceable institution in New York’s First 
Congressional District, St. Charles Hospital. 

Established in 1907 by four sisters with a 
mission to provide compassionate care for 
those in need, St. Charles Hospital has 
evolved into a state of the art community hos-
pital serving tens of thousands of patients. 
The hospital has established itself as a nation-
ally recognized center for rehabilitation, pro-
viding specialized rehabilitation services for 
pediatric patients, stroke victims, and a variety 
of other debilitating diseases. 

This year, St. Charles Hospital celebrates its 
100th anniversary. After a century of dedi-
cated service to the community and millions 
served, the hospital has remained loyal to its 
founding mission of compassionate care for 
the underserved. 

Madam Speaker, there is an Arabic proverb 
that says: ‘‘He who has health has hope; and 
he who has hope has everything.’’ On behalf 
of the residents of New York’s First District, I 
thank St. Charles Hospital for providing health 
and hope to all of us. I congratulate them on 
their 100th anniversary and I hope they con-
tinue to improve the lives of Long Island’s resi-
dents for years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE PASSING 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
KEVIN J. DAVIS, UNITED STATES 
NAVY 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it 
is with great sadness that I rise today to rec-
ognize the life and accomplishments of Lieu-
tenant Commander Kevin Davis, United States 
Navy. LCDR Davis passed away over the 
weekend in service to our Nation in Beaufort, 
South Carolina. He was flying Blue Angel 
Number 6, known as the ‘‘opposing solo’’ posi-
tion. 

A qualified F–14 and F/A–18 pilot, a veteran 
of Operation Enduring Freedom with more 
than 2,500 flight hours and 200 carrier ar-
rested landings, LCDR Davis joined the Blue 
Angels in 2005 and was well-liked and re-
spected by the entire Blue Angels team. He 
joined a long line of distinguished Navy and 
Marine Corps Aviators with his selection to the 
elite performing squad. His dedication to the 
Navy during his operational tours and his time 
with the Blue Angels is something I hope all 
naval aviators look to as a fine example and 
a goal to pursue. 

Formed in 1946, the Blue Angels have 
awed and inspired hundreds of millions of 
Americans and certainly led young men and 
women into the naval service. Since the cre-
ation of the team, 26 of our brave Blue Angels 
have given their lives. While we mourn all of 

these losses, I am reminded of how selfless 
the service is from the members of our military 
and am confident Kevin was no exception. 

I am privileged to serve the people of the 
First District of Florida and boast to my col-
leagues that I represent the home of the Blue 
Angels. This is not lip service. My constituents 
and I take justifiable pride in knowing we are 
friends and neighbors with people who rep-
resent so much of what is good with our coun-
try. I have met many of the ‘‘Blues’’ and unfor-
tunately, I did not get the chance to meet 
Kevin. I know if I had, he would have im-
pressed me, and I would have been better 
having known him. 

In this time of deep sadness in Pensacola 
and on our beloved Naval Air Station, Vicki 
and I will keep LCDR Davis, his family, and 
our military in our thoughts and prayers. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I was not 
able to be present during consideration of 
H.R. 1275, the Shareholder Vote on Executive 
Compensation Act. I was not present for roll-
call votes 236, 237, 238, 239, 240, 241, 242, 
243 and 244. Had I been present, on rollcall 
236 I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; on rollcall 237 
I would have voted ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall 238 I 
would have voted ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall 239 I 
would have voted ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall 240 I 
would have voted ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall 241 I 
would have ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall 242 I would have 
voted ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall 243 I would voted 
‘‘yea’’ and on rollcall 244 I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EARTH DAY AND 
ARBOR DAY 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, 
earlier this week, our Nation joined together to 
celebrate Earth Day and this Friday people 
around the world will celebrate Arbor Day, 
which as you may know originated in my 
home state of Nebraska. 

This is an opportunity for us to take a look 
at the impact we each have on our environ-
ment. 

I represent Nebraska’s Third Congressional 
District, where agriculture is a way oflife. I’m 
proud to say that farmers and ranchers were 
our country’s first environmentalists, maintain-
ing and improving the soil and natural re-
sources to pass on to future generations. 

Just as businesses make every effort to im-
prove their services and products, the stew-
ards of the land make use of modern tech-
nology and age-old techniques to protect their 
land and their stock. 

We are fortunate to live in a time in which 
we understand the world around us as never 
before. We have access to technology to both 
protect the environment and to encourage in-
novation. We have the opportunity to engage 
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