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250 students. My own State of California has 
966 students for every one counselor. So I 
hope my colleagues can cosponsor this impor-
tant act, and maybe we can see this legisla-
tion make some progress here in the House. 

Social workers don’t just make an impact on 
our students—social workers give back to our 
society by helping to make better citizens of 
us all. They strive to help their clients become 
the best that they can be, to improve their 
communities and to confront the injustices that 
they see. They foster a new way of looking at 
the world around you—one where you see 
promise and possibility. Social workers help us 
to realize a world where mediation, coalition 
building and effective communication are used 
to find peaceful solutions instead of military 
posturing. 

I’d like to close by saying, I’m grateful to be 
part of a profession that is devoted to service 
to our people and that is so necessary to our 
society’s well-being. I know that many of my 
dedicated colleagues work quietly in the field 
and that their contributions are not always 
given the attention they deserve, so I’m very 
pleased to be able to celebrate this day and 
to publicly acknowledge their contributions. 

Thank you again, Congressman CIRO 
RODRIGUEZ for organizing this special order, 
and also thank you to all of my colleagues 
who were able to participate tonight. 

f 

INTRODUCING A BILL TO DES-
IGNATE THE ‘‘DR. MARTIN LU-
THER KING, JR. POST OFFICE’’ 
IN PORTLAND, OREGON 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, 
today, I am introducing a bill to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated as 630 Northeast Killingsworth Avenue 
in Portland, Oregon as the ‘‘Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Post Office.’’ This post office, located 
near Martin Luther King Boulevard, shall serve 
to remind us of the civil rights leader who in-
spired a nation and served as a catalyst for 
change. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s dream of 
equality and brotherhood between people of 
all creeds and colors remains a vital and rel-
evant vision. While our nation has come a 
long way since the days of the civil rights 
movement, it will always benefit us to be re-
minded of the ideals and inspiration of Dr. 
King. I am honored to introduce this bill as an-
other tribute to and reminder of this remark-
able leader. 
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ANIMAL FIGHTING PROHIBITION 
ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 26, 2007 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, on February 
7, 2007, the House Committee of the Judiciary 
passed by voice vote H.R. 137, the Animal 
Fighting Prohibition Enforcement Act of 2007. 
This is a bad piece of legislation that will 

greatly devalue human life in the eyes of the 
law. 

H.R. 137 would make it a federal felony to 
transport a chicken across state lines for the 
purpose of exhibiting it in a fight. Currently, 49 
states have laws on the books to address this 
issue. To add a federal law would add another 
layer of bureaucracy to an already com-
plicated legal code. 

I believe that human life is diminished by 
our making it a felony to transport animals for 
fighting, without first making it a felony to take 
a minor girl across a state line for an abortion. 
It is a strong conviction of mine to fight for the 
sanctity of life. 

While I believe that it is important that we 
act humanely in our treatment of animals, I do 
not believe that we should put their welfare 
ahead of unborn babies or minor girls. I call 
upon the Humane Society to work for human-
ity to humanity first. 

Until we provide a higher standard of pro-
tection for human life, I will oppose making 
interstate transportation of animals for pur-
poses of animal fighting a felony. In the U.S., 
we are faced with the alarming practice of 
people taking a minor girl across state lines 
for an abortion to avoid their own state’s laws 
that require the minor’s parents to be notified. 
Federal legislation, CIANA, the Child Interstate 
Abortion Notification Act, would only make this 
abhorrent activity, which exploits a young 
woman and kills her child, a misdemeanor. 
Though this legislation has not yet become 
law, it is a step forward in the right direction. 
Many who I know opposed CIANA in the past 
will vote today for the misdemeanor in current 
law, transporting a chicken, to become a fel-
ony, thereby placing animal welfare over that 
of a young girl and her unborn baby. 

I believe that we should not place more 
value on animal life than we do on human life. 
It makes no sense that killing a person is a 
misdemeanor offense while transporting ani-
mals to a fight is a felony, punishable by three 
years in a federal penitentiary. 

Mr. Speaker, while on the topic of valuing 
human life, I would like to talk briefly about 
bio-medical research, which is opposed by 
animal rights activists. I would like to mention 
that there is bio-medical research being done 
demonstrating, through transgenics, that the 
immune system from a baboon, or a human 
for that matter, can be spliced into the DNA of 
a hog to grow a heart a baboon can use. 

The heart was then harvested from the hog 
and transplanted to a baboon. The baboon 
lived another 6 months with a heart that was 
grown in a pig. This is longer then the first 
human heart transplant patient. 

But what has been proven now is that hu-
mans can transplant through transgenics the 
human immune system into a hog. In doing 
so, and we are only 3 years, maybe 4 years 
away from being able to custom build the 
human organ. rejection genetics into a pig. 

We will be able to very soon custom raise 
human organs in hogs. Today we are already 
transplanting out of hogs and into humans an-
terior cruciate ligaments and heart valves. 

We can raise in hogs 28 different organs. 
Not just hearts, but lungs, esophagus, stom-
ach, bladder, but other important organs as 
well, kidneys, pancreas, liver, even skin for 
bum patients; name your organ. Except for the 
brain. 

The reason for bringing up these pigs is that 
it further illustrates how the animal rights com-

munity, through legislation such as H.R. 137, 
seeks to pass their agenda for animals on the 
rest of America. They oppose using animals 
for lifesaving research like I just mentioned. 

My home state of Iowa is an agricultural 
state. We understand the importance of ani-
mal husbandry and good stewardship of our 
animals. However, we also understand that 
animals are less important than humans. Ani-
mal rights activists seek to place heifers and 
hogs on the same level as people. I disagree. 

I strongly oppose this legislation because 
animals should not be elevated above hu-
mans. Mr. Speaker, I would urge my col-
leagues to oppose this legislation. 

f 

HONORING CESAR CHAVEZ ON THE 
OCCASION OF THE 80TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF HIS BIRTH 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor the legacy of one 
of our nation’s most important advocates of 
civil rights and labor organization. Cesar Cha-
vez answered one of the highest callings of 
human life—to lead others in the struggle for 
social justice. It is for this reason that we 
proudly observe the 80th anniversary of his 
birth by voicing our support for House Resolu-
tion 76, to establish a national Cesar Chavez 
Holiday. 

Born near Yuma, Arizona, on March 31, 
1927, Cesar Estrada Chavez endured a dif-
ficult adolescence as a migrant farm worker 
when his formal education ended after the 7th 
grade. Migrant workers of this era suffered 
very harsh working conditions, and were rou-
tinely refused pay by farm owners. Chavez 
was able to escape this life by joining the 
United States Navy in 1944, at the age of 17. 

In 1946, after 2 years of service, Chavez re-
turned to California where he married Helen 
Fabela and resumed life as a farm worker. Be-
fore long, he joined the Community Services 
Organization, CSO, as a community organizer. 
Chavez traveled up and down the coast of his 
State urging Mexican-Americans to register to 
vote and become legal U.S. citizens, and fre-
quently speaking on the topic of workers’ 
rights. 

By the late 1950s, Chavez was convinced 
that farm workers would be treated fairly only 
if they were able to form unions to represent 
their rights. After leaving his post as CSO 
president in 1962, he used his meager life 
savings to co-found the National Farm Work-
ers Association, NWFA, the precursor to the 
United Farm Workers. Though past attempts 
to organize migrant workers had failed, Cha-
vez traveled to dozens of camps in California 
and Arizona, teaching workers the fundamen-
tals of union organization and inspiring many 
to become organizers themselves. 

In 1965, Chavez and the NFWA led a strike 
on behalf of California grape-pickers that cul-
minated in a 250-mile march from Delano, 
California, to the state capital in Sacramento. 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy, investigating the 
strike with the Senate Subcommittee on Agri-
culture, fully endorsed Chavez and his organi-
zation, and pronounced Chavez, ‘‘one of the 
heroic figures of our time.’’ The Delano strike 
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was the first major step in the battle for farm 
worker rights in the U.S., setting the stage for 
the 1975 Agriculture Labor Relations Act, the 
only law in the United States that protects 
farm workers’ rights to unionize. This landmark 
legislation increased pension benefits, heath 
insurance coverage and pay for thousands of 
workers. 

Chavez continued to demonstrate his devo-
tion to nonviolent advocacy of workers’ rights 
until his death in 1993, at the age of 66. In 
1994, President Clinton posthumously award-
ed him the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
saying that Chavez had faced ‘‘formidable, 
often violent opposition with dignity and non-
violence’’. The legacy of Chavez’s life’s pur-
suit—his tireless fight for the basic civil rights 
of millions of workers—remains one that we 
must not let slip from the collective conscious-
ness of this body. My home State of Michigan 
has been celebrating Cesar Chavez Day since 
2003, and it is time for the Federal Govern-
ment to follow our example. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
pay tribute to Cesar Chavez on this day, and 
to commemorate his legacy by supporting H. 
Res. 76 to honor a true hero of our Nation. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ROBERT POWERS 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a man who has dedicated his entire life 
to the betterment of his community and the 
success of his family. 

It is my great pleasure to inform the House 
of Representatives that Mr. Robert ‘‘Elliott’’ 
Powers of Savin Hill, in the Dorchester neigh-
borhood of Massachusetts, is celebrating his 
75th birthday at a surprise celebration with 
friends and family this Saturday, March 31st, 
2007. 

Bob Powers is a lifelong resident of Boston 
who attended Boston public schools, including 
the Edward Everett and Christopher Columbus 
High School. Then, at the age of 17, Bob vol-
unteered to serve his country by enlisting in 
the U.S. Navy during the Korean War. The 
Navy instilled in Bob a lifelong work ethic as 
well as personal pride and integrity. 

As a letter carrier, Bob was a familiar face 
in the South End, Back Bay, and the Pruden-
tial Center where for many years he worked to 
ensure postal customers received their mail in 
a timely and professional manner. For 38 
years, as a member of the National Associa-
tion of Letter Carriers, Branch No. 43, Bob 
Powers put on his uniform every day to en-
sure that the men, women, families, and busi-
nesses on his route received their mail. Bob 
set an example of hard work and dedication to 
his friends and family that nobly illustrates the 
best of the American work ethic. 

Madam Speaker, Bob Powers has also 
been a man committed to his community and 
has dedicated many hours and much energy 
to various activities within his home parish of 
St. William, including coaching basketball and 
managing the band. For many years Bob led 
St. William’s Band, helping countless numbers 
of young people to find a purpose and direc-
tion in their lives. Through his thousands of 
volunteer hours Bob made sure that each 

young person had an opportunity to grow and 
learn in a safe, enriching, and fun environ-
ment. 

And most importantly, Bob has had the 
enormous pleasure and tremendous good for-
tune to be married to his wife Pat for over 47 
years. Additionally, Bob has been blessed with 
five children: Rosemary, Trish, Kevin, Robert, 
and Caroline, and is the proud and, from what 
I hear, doting grandfather to Tierney, Colm, 
Brendan, Kelli, Erin, and Tara. 

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to 
take the floor of the House today to join with 
Bob’s family and friends to thank him for his 
service to his community and to wish him a 
happy and healthy 75th birthday. I hope my 
colleagues will join me in celebrating the birth-
day of Bob Powers and wishing him well in all 
his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE BICENTENNIAL AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE TOWN OF 
ONTARIO 

HON. JAMES T. WALSH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today recognition of the bicentennial an-
niversary of the Town of Ontario. Ontario is lo-
cated in the northwest corner of Wayne Coun-
ty, with Lake Ontario forming its northern bor-
der. 

Led by Freeman Hopkins, the town sepa-
rated from the town of Williamson 200 years 
ago, on March 27, 1807. After its separation, 
the town came to be known as Freetown. On 
February 12, 1808, the town officially became 
known as Ontario, in honor of the Great Lake 
on its border. 

Ontario was a major location of the iron in-
dustry in Wayne County. In 1811, iron was 
first discovered in Ontario by a Mr. Knicker-
bocker. A few years later, Samuel Smith built 
a forge and began the making of iron. The 
real boom in iron industry came in 1880 when 
the Furnaceville Iron Company constructed a 
$200,000 furnace. For the next 17 years, On-
tario became a mining town, and the product 
was sold for mill and foundry iron. As competi-
tion from the other parts of the country grew, 
the iron beds in Wayne County became idle 
and the people of the town of Ontario turned 
to another attribute of the region for sustain-
ability. 

Sitting on the shores of Lake Ontario the 
area proved to be the perfect climate for apple 
growing. From the initial apple farms roughly a 
hundred years ago, the apple industry in 
Wayne County has grown to one of the top 
producing apple regions in the country. 

During the Civil War, the people of Ontario 
lived up to their town motto of ‘‘A Community 
of Good Neighbors.’’ No other town in Wayne 
County had as many fearless and brave citi-
zens who served in the Union Army. 

Today, the town of Ontario is home to many 
high-tech industries and alternative energies. 
Ginna Nuclear Power Plant provides clean en-
ergy for the town and the surrounding region 
while wind power investment at Harbec Indus-
tries has spurred economic development. 
Other small businesses in the town boost ac-
colades that include the manufacturing of 
parts for the Hubble telescope and equipment 
for our American troops. 

This once farming community has seen 
many changes from once booming iron pro-
duction. Today Ontario grows and expands its 
industrial base while continuing to be a com-
munity of good, and proud, neighbors. 

On behalf of the people of the 25th Con-
gressional District of New York State, I proudly 
honor the 200 years of existence of the town 
of Ontario. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ROBERT L. 
DOMINICK 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud the devoted service of Rob-
ert L. Dominick, a resident of Crowley, Lou-
isiana who recently retired after concluding 42 
years of service to the United States govern-
ment. 

Throughout his career, Robert devoted him-
self to public service. After graduating from 
Southern University in 1966 with a degree in 
Vocational Agriculture, Robert was employed 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
as an Assistant County Supervisor. In addition 
to his new career with USDA, Robert also en-
listed in the United States Naval Reserve in 
1966, where he dutifully served for 22 years. 

Having a desire to continue his education, 
Robert enrolled at Louisiana State University 
at Eunice (LSUE), where he received over 30 
hours in Administration and Supervision. 

Robert held various positions with USDA, in-
cluding Assistant County Supervisor, County 
Supervisor, Rural-Economic and Community 
Development Loan Specialist, Lead Single 
Family Housing Specialist, and Guaranteed 
Rural Housing Specialist. 

In addition to his distinguished service to 
our country, Robert also is a devoted member 
of many organizations in his state and local 
community. He is a life member of the South-
ern University Alumni Association, the Peoples 
Investment Company, the County Supervisors 
Association, and the Israelite Baptist Church. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me and the people of Southwest Louisiana in 
wishing Robert Dominick a happy retirement, 
and congratulating him for his invaluable serv-
ice to his state and his country. 

f 

THOMASVILLE HIGH SCHOOL—THE 
HOME OF CHAMPIONS 

HON. HOWARD COBLE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, many towns, 
states, schools, conferences, or leagues try to 
lay claim to be the ‘‘home of champions.’’ But 
really, can anyone make a better case than 
Thomasville High School in Thomasville, North 
Carolina? The fact that the mighty Bulldogs re-
side in the Sixth District of North Carolina 
does nothing to dissuade me that Thomasville 
High School truly deserves to be called the 
home of champions, or perhaps, be renamed 
Title Town High! Allow me the opportunity to 
make the case for Thomasville High School. 
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