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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

on rollcall No. 193, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained during the recorded votes for 
rollcall Nos. 192 and 193. Had I been present 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ for both measures. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material 
into the RECORD on H.R. 1401. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
CLARKE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RAIL AND PUBLIC TRANSPOR-
TATION SECURITY ACT OF 2007 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 270 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1401. 

b 1429 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1401) to 
improve the security of railroads, pub-
lic transportation, and over-the-road 
buses in the United States, and for 
other purposes, with Mr. BUTTERFIELD 
in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

General debate shall not exceed 1 
hour and 20 minutes, with 1 hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Homeland Security 
and 20 minutes equally divided and 
controlled by the chairman and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

The gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
THOMPSON) and the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KING) each will control 
30 minutes, and the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MICA) each 
will control 10 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Mississippi. 

b 1430 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 

Chairman, I yield myself as much time 
as I may consume. 

Three years ago this month, 10 explo-
sions shook Madrid’s commuter rail 
systems, killing 191 people and leaving 
thousands wounded. As Americans, we 
mourned the loss felt by Spain. We 
wondered whether terrorists would try 
the same here at home. Then we wait-
ed. 

The next year, suicide bombers at-
tacked the Tube in London. Last year, 
it was Mumbai. Last month, it was 
New Delhi. Each time we watched and 
waited. 

Mr. Chairman, the time for won-
dering and waiting has come and gone. 
Today, we act. The Rail and Public 
Transportation Security Act of 2007 
makes clear that America simply will 
not wait for terrorists to attack our 
trains, buses and subways. We will act 
now to secure them. 

A bipartisan bill, H.R. 1401, was 
passed unanimously out of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security. This leg-
islation goes a long way to protect our 
rail and mass transit systems so that 
we can move freely, yet securely, 
through our communities. 

For example, it requires rail and pub-
lic transportation systems to complete 
vulnerability assessments and security 
plans. It requires the Department of 
Homeland Security to finally develop a 
strategy for rail and transportation se-
curity. It strengthens intelligence and 
information-sharing efforts. It ensures 
that hardworking rail and public trans-
portation employees are trained and on 
the lookout for security violations. It 
requires railroads to use the most se-
cure routes to transport hazardous ma-
terials. It provides for much-needed 
R&D testing and technology in the rail 
and public transportation arena. 

I am certain that bill is not without 
its naysayers. There are some that 
have and will continue to say that we 
can never secure these systems. I have 
heard many excuses from people in the 
past years. They say that the systems 
are too expensive, that the systems are 
too open, that we should only worry 
about aviation. 

I say in response, if Congress does 
nothing and America is attacked, it 
will be our responsibility. We will de-
serve to be judged harshly for our inac-
tion. Instead of waiting, let’s do some-
thing right and protect the people we 
are here to serve. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I submit these two letters, 
correspondence between myself and Mr. WAX-
MAN, chairman of the Committee on Oversight 
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