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member countries. In fact, it agreed to
specific provisions in article 15 of the
protocol which permit WTO countries
to use alternative benchmarks for
measuring subsidies in China. Yet, un-
believably, the Government of China is
arguing in the New Page case that the
Department of Commerce is legally

prohibited from applying counter-
vailing duty laws to imports from
China.

This is exactly why our legislation is
still needed, despite the Department of
Commerce’s acceptance of New Page’s
case. If U.S. law is clear on the subject
of whether anti-subsidy petitions can
be filed against nonmarket economies,
countries such as China cannot use
U.S. courts to dispute that fact. In ad-
dition, the Department of Commerce
will not be able to summarily reject fu-
ture antisubsidy petitions against non-
market economies due to a change in
leadership in the department or for po-
litical reasons.

I want to point out that this bill also
includes a number of new provisions
that are designed to strengthen our
government’s ability to hold our trad-
ing partners accountable for their ille-
gal trade practices. The bill makes
clear that the United States can use in-
formation from third countries and al-
ternative methodologies when calcu-
lating China’s subsidies. This is con-
sistent with what China itself agreed
to in its WTO accession protocol. The
bill provides that a determination by
the Department of Commerce to re-
voke a country’s status as a nonmarket
economy under U.S. antidumping law
must be approved by Congress. Finally,
the bill requires the U.S. International
Trade Commission to conduct a study
regarding how the People’s Republic of
China uses government intervention to
promote investment, employment, and
exports.

Unfair market conditions cannot
continue to cause our manufacturers to
hemorrhage jobs. No State understands
this more than my home State of
Maine. According to the United States
Department of Labor, 10,400 manufac-
turing jobs in Maine have been lost
since 2001, a 14.8 percent decline. This
is why organizations such as the Maine
Forest Products Council and the Maine
Wood Products Association have
strongly endorsed our proposal to ex-
tend U.S. countervailing duty laws to
nonmarket economies.

The stopping overseas subsidies bill
is a bipartisan, bicameral bill that has
a broad range of support across many
industries and geographical areas. A
companion bill has been introduced in
the House by Representatives by
ARTUR DAVIS of Alabama and PHIL
ENGLISH of Pennsylvania.

U.S. industries don’t want protec-
tion—they want fair competition. Ille-
gal subsidies distort fair competition,
regardless of the economic system in
which they are used. Our legislation
simply levels the playing field by al-
lowing antisubsidy petitions to be
brought against nonmarket economies
in addition to market economies.
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Some countries, such as China, want
to have all the benefits of engaging in
international trading institutions and
systems yet continue to cheat on the
system with no penalties. It is time
these countries were held to the same
standards as other countries around
the world. I ask you to join me in sup-
porting the SOS bill to ensure that all
countries are held accountable for
their trade practices.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING THE MADISON HIGH
SCHOOL GYMNASTICS TEAM

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
rise to honor the Madison High School
gymnastics team. On February 16, 2007,
the Lady Bulldogs won the South Da-
kota Class A State Gymnastics Title.
This impressive accomplishment al-
lowed the Lady Bulldogs to tie the na-
tional record of 13 consecutive cham-
pionship wins. They currently share
the national record with Sehome High
School in Bellingham, WA, who set the
record from 1973 to 1985.

The Lady Bulldogs finished the sea-
son with an outstanding performance
at the South Dakota Class A State
Gymnastics Meet. With a final score of
141.893 points they not only tied the na-
tional record for consecutive State
championships, but also set a South
Dakota Class A State record. These
two records highlight the talent and
dedication that has characterized
Madison’s gymnastics team for the
past 13 years.

Head Coach Maridee Dossett has
demonstrated her allegiance to the
Lady Bulldogs both as an athlete and a
coach. She was a senior on the team
that brought home the first State title
for the Madison gymnasts in 1995.
Since that time, she has continued to
contribute to the success of the team
through her dedication and strong
leadership.

Leading Madison to victory was
Katie Finck in the uneven bars and
floor exercise categories, and Katie
Breuer in the balance beam, vault and
all around categories. Following the
example set by these two gymnasts,
the Lady Bulldogs illustrated their ex-
traordinary teamwork and successfully
dominated each category of the com-
petition.

I would like to take this opportunity
to honor and thank all those dedicated
to the Madison Central School District:
Head Coach Maridee Dossett, Assistant

Coach Kindra Norby, Athletic Director
Bud Postma, Principal Sharon
Knowlton, and Superintendent Dr.

Frank Palleria. The time and effort put
forth by these individuals have made it
possible for the Lady Bulldogs to be
one of the most successful gymnastics
teams of all time.

I would also like to recognize the
gymnast’s parents for their support
and devotion to the team. This great
honor was made possible by your en-
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couragement and dedication to your
daughters and their teammates.

Most of all I would like to congratu-
late the women who won the State
championship this year and all the ath-
letes who have been a part of this
record-tying streak. The gymnasts of
the 2006-2007 Lady Bulldog team, in al-
phabetical order, are as follows: Katie
Breuer, Kassie Finck, Theresa Knapp,
Katie Mackenzie, Heidi Mogck, Mara
Riedel, Sara Rogers, Kaitlyn Walker,
and Heather Williams.

These student-athletes should be
very proud of their remarkable
achievements over the past years. The
inspiration of the gymnasts that began
this record success in 1995 has empow-
ered those who have followed in their
footsteps and will continue to bring
motivation to Madison’s student-ath-
letes in the future.

On behalf of the city of Madison and
the State of South Dakota, I am
pleased to say congratulations Lady
Bulldogs on this impressive national
accomplishment and keep up the great
work.e

————

HONORING DEPAUW UNIVERSITY’S
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM

e Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I wish to
pay tribute to the DePauw University
women’s basketball team for winning
the 2007 NCAA Division III National
Championship. The Tigers defeated
Washington University in St. Louis on
Saturday at the ‘“‘Birthplace of Basket-
ball,” Springfield College. This is
DePauw University’s first mnational
athletic championship and a proud mo-
ment for our State.

In being told of their victory, I was
reminded of what people say about
teamwork, that at the end of the day
we are only as strong as the shoulders
we lean on. The talent of the Tigers
was apparent throughout their school
record 31-3 season, but it was their ex-
traordinary teamwork that brought
the championship trophy back to
Greencastle. These young women are a
testament to what student athletes
should be, and they should be com-
mended for winning with class, cour-
age, and character.

While the members of the team have
put in countless hours practicing and
developing their skills, the parents and
coaching staff dedicated should also be
recognized for their role supporting
and preparing the team. As a father of
two young boys who love to play
sports, I know how rewarding it can be
to watch my sons’ games. I also know
how dedicated parents must be to drive
their children to practice every day,
make it to the games, and cheer the
whole game through. It is this kind of
dedication that builds a support net-
work worthy of a national champion-
ship.

Throughout the season, the Tigers’
true character shined as they never
lost faith in themselves and prevailed
as a team. Their conduct this season
should be an example for all other stu-
dent athletes to follow. I congratulate
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