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So what does this mean? This means 

that the Federal Government and the 
Justice Department and the Federal 
prosecutors along the Texas-Mexico 
border and the entire border with Mex-
ico need to get their act together and 
prosecute people that illegally come 
into the United States. 

They need to quit prosecuting the 
border protectors and spending all of 
the American money going down into 
Mexico and finding drug smugglers and 
giving them immunity for bringing 
drugs into the United States and pros-
ecuting border agents like Ramos and 
Compean. They need to quit making 
deals with seven or eight illegals who 
came into Texas and were caught by 
Deputy Gilmer Hernandez, and then 
they were given a deal to stay in the 
country, given green cards, all to pros-
ecute Deputy Hernandez because he 
fired his gun. 

We need to find the resources to pro-
tect our border. Whatever it takes, we 
have to protect the border. It is the 
duty of our government to protect the 
sovereignty of this Nation. 

Today this House just spent billions 
of dollars dumping money for spinach 
farmers and peanut farmers and for all 
kinds of little special pork projects in 
this country. Maybe that money would 
have been better spent to find more fa-
cilities to detain the illegals, to find 
more immigration judges to hear these 
cases, and to find more prosecutors 
who will do their job and prosecute the 
illegals in this country and deport 
them back where they came from no 
matter where they are. 

Mr. Speaker, it is the first duty of 
government to protect its people, and 
that includes the people that live in 
the United States. Part of that protec-
tion is to keep us protecting from the 
unlawful invasion of foreigners who 
come to this country without permis-
sion. Whether they come here just for 
illegal reasons, criminal intent, wheth-
er they are human smugglers or drug 
smugglers, or whether they are terror-
ists, they need to stay out. And when 
caught, they need to be deported the 
first time, not the sixth time. This six 
time rule, five get-out-of-jail-free cards 
by our Federal Government, and this 
absurd policy needs to be eliminated 
immediately. 

I yield back the remainder of my 
time saying that’s just the way it is. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SARBANES addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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MEETING OUR MORAL OBLIGATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, just a 
few days ago we commemorated the 

fourth anniversary of the United 
States’ invasion of Iraq. Today we 
pause, and we voted for the U.S. Troop 
Readiness, Veterans’ Health, and Iraq 
Accountability Act, and we took a piv-
otal step in responding to the mandate 
issued by the American people. 

I have opposed this war from the very 
beginning; however, I voted for this 
legislation because I am realistic about 
our circumstances. As long as our 
brave men and women are serving in 
this country, we have a moral obliga-
tion to ensure that they are trained, 
equipped and rested when they go into 
battle. Supporting this measure was 
not easy, especially in light of the fact 
that a young man from Baltimore, 
Kendall Waters-Bey, who lived only a 
few blocks from me, was the first to die 
in the Iraq war. 

However, after many discussions 
with my constituents and much con-
templation, I strongly believe that 
H.R. 1591 was in the best interest of our 
brave men and women, the people of 
Iraq, and the people of these great 
United States. 

Although I am opposed to the war, I 
have a responsibility to vote my con-
science and a responsibility to help 
protect the servicemembers while they 
are risking their lives in Iraq. However, 
it is more important that we take care 
of those wounded warriors when they 
return home. When they have risked so 
much, we much respect them enough to 
provide the quality of medical treat-
ment that they deserve. 

Of the $124 billion to be spent, $900 
million will be dedicated to two areas 
that I feel are of utmost importance, 
injuries which some military doctors 
say have become the signature wounds 
of the Iraq war: traumatic brain injury 
and post-traumatic stress disorder. 
This is in addition to the $20 million 
dedicated to addressing the problems 
that we saw at Walter Reed. 

While H.R. 1591 provides $2.8 billion 
for military health care, this is not 
nearly enough for the thousands who 
have already returned or for those who 
are expected to need that care in the 
future. However, it is my hope and my 
intention to revisit this issue at a later 
date. 

This legislation is monumental be-
cause it marks the first time during 
our efforts in Iraq that Congress will 
hold the President accountable. No 
more blank checks. We have estab-
lished benchmarks for the war in Iraq 
that the President himself has repeat-
edly stated must be reached to resolve 
this crisis. If these benchmarks are not 
met, this legislation requires the 
troops to be fully redeployed by August 
2008. 

I know that there are many reasons 
that others oppose the legislation; 
however, the reality of the situation is 
very simple. Our troops will be in Iraq. 
In fact, more troops are being mobi-
lized as we speak. We can no longer re-
main silent. We do not have the right 
to remain silent. Failing to pass this 
legislation was no option, because if we 

had failed to pass the legislation, we 
would have been in a situation where 
we would have sent to the President 
the possibility of a stripped-down sup-
plemental. So we have a moral obliga-
tion to provide the equipment and the 
adequate health care that our troops 
need. We have done that with the pas-
sage of H.R. 1591. 

I congratulate the Democratic lead-
ership, our Speaker NANCY PELOSI, cer-
tainly to STENY HOYER, and to our 
whip JIM CLYBURN and all of the leader-
ship members. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. KING of Iowa addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, today we passed H.R. 1591, the U.S. 
Troop Readiness, Veterans’ Health, and 
Iraq Accountability Act of 2007. 

Mr. Speaker, in so doing, we will do 
at least three things: We will help our 
troops and support those troops who 
are in the field; we will provide assist-
ance and care for our veterans who are 
at home; and we will also provide some 
assistance for the friends, the family, 
and the people who are in this country 
at the same time we are helping our 
troops. 

I do want to remind people that the 
troops are there risking their lives so 
we can have a better life here. 
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In so doing we want to make sure 
that we take care of them, but we 
should also be mindful that their fami-
lies and their friends back home have 
needs as well. This bill addresses troops 
in the field and family and friends who 
are left behind. 

Let us just talk for a moment, if we 
may, about what happened today. We 
had a bipartisan bill to pass the House. 
Democrats and Republicans supported 
this effort. Members of Congress voted 
their consciences, and I do not be-
grudge any Member for any vote that a 
Member took. I do want to talk for a 
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