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Finally, a word about the Catholic Church. 

This may seem to be a strange topic to be 
raised by me, but we are here in church and 
this is my final word. I do not pretend to be 
the world’s greatest Catholic. Nevertheless, I 
think the Catholic Church is a vital part of 
American life, conscience and thought. Just 
as our Constitution is a remarkable, living 
code of governance and made relevant to the 
time in which we live, so too the doctrine of 
the Catholic Church is a living code of moral 
behavior and belief which must be relevant 
to the time in which we live. Its timeliness 
relies upon its capacity to adapt. 

I am a Pope John XXIII and an Archbishop 
John L. May Catholic, believing in what 
they said and what I believe they would have 
said had they lived longer. 

The outreach of the Catholic Church from 
Pope Pius IX to Pope Pius XII was not the 
outreach of Pope John XXIII. It is John 
XXIII who made the Catholic Church rel-
evant to the 20th Century and future popes 
must make it relevant to the 21st Century. It 
was Archbishop May who made the Catholic 
Church relevant to the 20th Century in St. 
Louis. In the era of a Christian right, we 
seem to have merged God’s power into polit-
ical power. 

I am an optimist about death and believe 
there is a there there. Somehow, in some 
manner, I will be meeting my parents, my 
brother and my friends. Somehow, Bob 
Koster will be waiting for me to tell me 
where I can buy everything 10% off. 

So go forth in love and peace—be kind to 
dogs—and vote Democratic. 

Tom E. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii. 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I may speak 
as in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NISEI LINGUISTS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, as we 
mark our fourth anniversary of our in-
volvement in Iraq, I wish to highlight 
an important chapter in our military 
history. With foresight that proved to 
be a significant factor in America’s 
victory in World War II, the U.S. Army 
established a Japanese language school 
a few months before the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, and recruited students, 
second-generation Americans of Japa-
nese ancestry, or Nisei, who would be-
come interpreters and translators in 
the Military Intelligence Service. 
Their ability to infiltrate the psyche of 
our enemy through their knowledge of 
Japanese culture and language is cred-
ited with bringing the war in the Pa-
cific to a quicker conclusion and later, 
helping turn bitter foes into strong al-
lies. 

In 1994, I was among a number of 
Members of Congress, including my 
colleague and fellow World War II vet-
eran, the senior Senator from Hawaii, 
DAN INOUYE, who asked the Secretary 
of the Army to publish an official his-
tory of the Military Intelligence Serv-
ice. Today, I am honored to announce 
the publication of Nisei Linguists, Jap-
anese Americans in the Military Intel-
ligence Service During World War II, 
by Dr. James McNaughton, Command 
Historian, U.S. European Command. 

Nisei Linguists chronicles the history 
of the Japanese in America, the events 
leading to the War, the creation of the 
MIS, and the Nisei involvement in the 
War. 

For the soldiers of the Military Intel-
ligence Service, and their brethren in 
the 100th Infantry Battalion and the 
442nd Regimental Combat Team, their 
service was much more than an obliga-
tion to the land of their birth; it was 
an opportunity to prove themselves as 
loyal American citizens. As many 
friends, neighbors, and relatives were 
transported to concentration camps in 
various locations around the United 
States, Nisei soldiers enlisted and 
served with great distinction. 

According to Chief of Military His-
tory Dr. Jeffrey Clarke, Nisei Linguists 
also reminds us that: 
the entire experience provides valuable les-
sons to U.S. Army officers both present and 
future. In fact, the Global War on Terrorism 
underlines the need for similar capabilities 
and programs as the Army girds itself for the 
sustained struggle ahead. 

As chairman of the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, I am privileged to 
co-host an event marking the publica-
tion of Nisei Linguists on Tuesday, 
March 20th. Among those in attend-
ance will be Dr. McNaughton, Dr. 
Clarke, and a number of World War II 
Nisei veterans, including those who 
served in the MIS. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate now proceed to a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

AGENTS RAMON NEVAREZ, JR., 
AND DAVID TOURSCHER 

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise 
today to remind the Senate that not 
only are brave men and women serving 
their countries overseas, but they are 
serving here at home, too. That service 
can end in tragedy, even on our own 
soil. 

Such an incident occurred last 
Thursday, March 15, 2007, near Cotton 
City, NM. I am sad to report that on 
that day, two Border Patrol agents as-
signed to the Lordsburg, NM, border 
patrol station were killed in the line of 

duty in a vehicular accident. I extend 
my heartfelt condolences to the fami-
lies of Agent Ramon Nevarez, Jr., and 
Agent David Tourscher for their loss. 

Agent Nevarez is survived by his 
wife, Bonnie, his mother Juana, his sis-
ter Viridiana, and his brother Ryan. 
Agent Tourscher is survived by his fa-
ther Gary and his mother Jeanne. 

Border security is one of our first 
lines of defense in the United States. 
An important part of that security is 
the men and women who are willing to 
serve on the front lines of our borders 
as Border Patrol agents. Agent Nevarez 
and Agent Tourscher were two such 
brave men, and I know the Senate joins 
me in thanking their families for the 
service of those two men.∑ 

f 

BURLINGTON COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTER 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, this 
spring, the new community health cen-
ter in Burlington, IA, officially opened 
for business. Having secured funding 
for the center and attended the 
groundbreaking ceremony last June, I 
know how important this health care 
facility is to Burlington and the sur-
rounding communities. At long last, 
Des Moines County has a permanent, 
unified medical and dental clinic some-
thing that has been sorely needed for 
many years. 

This is a truly unique community 
health center. It is housed on the 
grounds of Southeastern Community 
College. And there is an agreement be-
tween the CHC board and the commu-
nity college to allow nursing and 
health aide students to do some of 
their training in the center. This gives 
the center an edge in recruiting staff, 
and it gives students hands-on training 
opportunities right there on campus. 
Clearly, this is a win-win-win arrange-
ment for the center, for the community 
college, and for the entire Burlington 
community. 

I salute Ron Kemp and others who 
had the vision to create this new com-
munity health center, and the persist-
ence to transform their vision into 
bricks and mortar. The facility is wel-
coming, modern, and well equipped. 
And the staff members are truly an in-
spiration. They have a special passion 
for their work, and take pride in the 
fact that they are providing first-rate 
health care to underserved commu-
nities. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., used to 
say that ‘‘Life’s most persistent and 
urgent question is: What are you doing 
for others?’’ The staff members at the 
community health centers of southeast 
Iowa have answered that question in 
powerful ways. They have committed 
themselves to providing high-quality 
health care to all comers, regardless of 
ability to pay. All are welcomed equal-
ly. All are served with professionalism 
and excellence. 

As chair of the Health and Human 
Services Appropriations Sub-
committee, I am 100 percent com-
mitted to securing appropriate funding 
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