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NO PLAN B IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker and my 
esteemed colleagues, one of the most 
grievous blunders in the whole Iraq de-
bacle was the total failure to figure out 
what we would do after toppling Sad-
dam Hussein. The architects of this 
war thought that was the whole task. 
Mission accomplished. 

There was no plan for how to manage 
the aftermath. No plan for keeping the 
peace in a country with deep sectarian 
divisions, no plan for how to institute 
democracy in a society with no demo-
cratic infrastructure or institutions. 
Well, now we see history repeating 
itself, because The Washington Post re-
ported yesterday that the Bush admin-
istration and top military commanders 
apparently have no idea what the next 
step is if the troop escalation plan 
fails, which General Petraeus himself 
believes probably will. 

The Post reports that the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Peter Pace, 
told a meeting of the Nation’s Gov-
ernors: ‘‘I’m a Marine, and Marines 
don’t talk about failure. They talk 
about victory.’’ 

Well, confidence is one thing. Single 
mindedness is another, and, frankly, if 
the Bush national security team had a 
better track record of smart decisions 
and strategic successes, I might be 
willing to give them the benefit of the 
doubt. But as it turns out, these folks 
have been wrong, very wrong, through-
out most of this occupation. 

Indeed, when President Bush an-
nounced the so-called surge nearly 2 
months ago, he essentially conceded 
that mistakes had been made and not 
everything his administration has done 
in Iraq has gone by design. 

But as yesterday’s Post article points 
out, we are way beyond plan B. This is 
more like plan D. There have been 
many times that we have been told the 
necessary adjustments are being made 
to achieve victory, whatever that 
means, in the context of Iraq. 

But here we are, 4 years into this 
war, still spinning our wheels and near-
ly 3,200 Americans dead, and the ones 
who come home in one piece sent to 
military hospitals that are in deplor-
able conditions, often delivering sub-
standard care. How many more chances 
does the Bush administration get to 
make things right in Iraq? I say: none. 
There is only one solution: bring our 
troops home in short order as soon as 
logistically and safely as possible. 
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In a way, actually, all the discussion 
about whether plan A, B, C, D, is, at 
best, something of a distraction is like 
arguing about what was the worst part 
of a root canal. The fact is, the whole 
Iraq enterprise was fundamentally 
flawed from the beginning and never 
should have been launched in the first 
place. There is not much we can do now 

to reverse the unforgivable mistake of 
this Iraq occupation and the unspeak-
able damages done, but we can do 
something to ensure it doesn’t last a 
minute longer. We can here in the 
United States Congress use our Con-
stitutional powers to ensure that not 
one more family has to lose a son or 
daughter, a husband or wife, a mother 
or father for someone else’s ideological 
mess. 

It is time, Mr. Speaker. It is time for 
this tragic chapter in American history 
to finally end. It is time to bring our 
troops home. 
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U.S. BORDER PATROL AGENTS 
RAMOS AND COMPEAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HOLT). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. JONES) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today is the 49th day since 
two U.S. Border Patrol Agents entered 
Federal prison. Agents Ramos and 
Compean were convicted last spring for 
shooting a Mexican drug smuggler who 
brought 743 pounds of marijuana across 
our borders into Texas. 

These agents never should have been 
sent to prison. There are legitimate 
legal questions about how this prosecu-
tion was initiated and how the prosecu-
tor’s office proceeded in this case. 

To prosecute the agents, the U.S. At-
torney’s Office granted immunity to 
the known drug smuggler. Homeland 
Security officials promised Members of 
Congress information about this case, 
then they could not provide the infor-
mation. Recently, reports indicated 
that the prosecutors in this case may 
have withheld crucial evidence from 
the defense. Mr. Speaker, I am going to 
repeat that. Recently, reports indi-
cated that the prosecutors in this case 
may have withheld crucial evidence 
from the defense. 

Drug Enforcement Agency reports 
have revealed that the Mexican drug 
smuggler brought a second load of 
marijuana, 752 pounds, into the United 
States. In fact, Mr. Speaker, this drug 
smuggler is not an American citizen, 
and he is suing the Border Patrol for $5 
million. But, Mr. Speaker, the informa-
tion I just mentioned, this information 
was kept from the jury and the public. 

Mr. Speaker, I have sent a letter to 
House Judiciary Chairman JOHN CON-
YERS asking for hearings on this case 
and, Mr. Speaker, other Members have 
made the same request of the chair-
man. And knowing the chairman to be 
a fair-minded person, I hope that he 
will hold hearings on this prosecutor in 
west Texas and how he looked into this 
case and brought this case to the jury, 
because, again, these Border Agents 
are heroes. They are not convicts; they 
are heroes. 

Over the past 6 months, dozens of 
Members of Congress have asked the 
President to pardon these agents. I my-
self have sent five letters to the Presi-

dent asking that he pardon these two 
agents. They are heroes of this coun-
try. They should not be in Federal pris-
on. 

Mr. President, we are calling on you 
to listen to the American people and to 
the thousands of citizens who have pe-
titioned you to pardon these men. It is 
time for justice to prevail over an in-
justice. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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WAR IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, in a few 
short days the Congress of the United 
States will have an opportunity to end 
the war in Iraq if it so pleases, or we 
will vote to approve the supplemental 
and give the President of the United 
States the money that he is asking for 
to continue the war possibly through 
the end of his term. 

In the next 5 minutes, I would like to 
discuss the implications of Congress’s 
action and a plan that would enable us 
to take a new direction in Iraq, to 
bring our troops home, to stabilize 
Iraq, to close our bases, to end the oc-
cupation, and to end the war. 

Last week, I submitted to this Con-
gress such a plan embodied in H.R. 
1234. H.R. 1234 is a plan to end the war, 
and it contains a number of elements 
which were arrived at with the help of 
people who have long experience at the 
U.N. in peacekeeping missions and se-
curity missions, experts in inter-
national relations, and military ex-
perts. 

Two days ago, the administration 
said that it has no plan B for Iraq. As 
a matter of fact, a senior general said, 
‘‘Plan B is plan A,’’ which means that 
the administration is committed to a 
course of action which would keep our 
troops in Iraq through the end of its 
term. That is simply not acceptable. 

In November, the American people 
voted for a new direction. In November, 
the American people changed the lead-
ership of the Congress, voted to turn 
both the House and the Senate from 
Republican control to Democratic con-
trol, and I submit the issue was the 
war. 

All across this country there is a 
great concern about the rising number 
of casualties; about that even when our 
troops serve and they come home after 
being injured, they are not being cared 
for; about the costs of the war, how we 
are seeing our budgets for housing and 
health care, for education, for seniors 
services, and, indeed, for veterans af-
fairs reduced. 
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