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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WEBB). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

—————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

IMPROVING AMERICA’S SECURITY
ACT OF 2007

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 4, which the
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 4) to make the United States
more secure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission to
fight the war on terror more effectively, to
improve homeland security, and for other
purposes.

Pending:

Reid amendment No. 275, in the nature of a
substitute.

Sununu amendment No. 291 (to amendment
No. 275), to ensure that the emergency com-
munications and interoperability commu-
nications grant program does not exclude
Internet Protocol-based interoperable solu-
tions.

Salazar-Lieberman modified amendment
No. 290 (to amendment No. 275), to require a
quadrennial homeland security review.

DeMint amendment No. 314 (to amendment
No. 275), to strike the provision that revises
the personnel management practices of the
Transportation Security Administration.

Lieberman amendment No. 315 (to amend-
ment No. 275), to provide appeal rights and
employee engagement mechanisms for pas-
senger and property screeners.

McCaskill amendment No. 316 (to amend-
ment No. 315), to provide appeal rights and
employee engagement mechanisms for pas-
senger and property screeners.

Dorgan-Conrad amendment No. 313 (to
amendment No. 275), to require a report to
Congress on the hunt for Osama bin Laden,
Ayman al-Zawahiri, and the leadership of al
Qaida.

Landrieu amendment No. 321 (to amend-
ment No. 275), to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to include levees in the
list of critical infrastructure sectors.

Landrieu amendment No. 296 (to amend-
ment No. 275), to permit the cancellation of
certain loans under the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act.

Landrieu amendment No. 295 (to amend-
ment No. 275), to provide adequate funding
for local governments harmed by Hurricane
Katrina of 2005 or Hurricane Rita of 2005.

Allard amendment No. 272 (to amendment
No. 275), to prevent the fraudulent use of So-
cial Security account numbers by allowing
the sharing of Social Security data among
agencies of the United States for identity
theft prevention and immigration enforce-
ment purposes.

McConnell (for Sessions) amendment No.
305 (to amendment No. 275), to clarify the
voluntary inherent authority of States to as-
sist in the enforcement of the immigration
laws of the United States and to require the
Secretary of Homeland Security to provide
information related to aliens found to have
violated certain immigration laws to the Na-
tional Crime Information Center.

McConnell (for Cornyn) amendment No. 310
(to amendment No. 275), to strengthen the
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Federal Government’s ability to detain dan-
gerous criminal aliens, including murderers,
rapists, and child molesters, until they can
be removed from the United States.

McConnell (for Cornyn) amendment No. 311
(to amendment No. 275), to provide for immi-
gration injunction reform.

McConnell (for Cornyn) amendment No. 312
(to amendment No. 275), to prohibit the re-
cruitment of persons to participate in ter-
rorism.

McConnell (for Kyl) amendment No. 317 (to
amendment No. 275), to prohibit the reward-
ing of suicide bombings and allow adequate
punishments for terrorist murders,
kidnappings, and sexual assaults.

McConnell (for Kyl) amendment No. 318 (to
amendment No. 275), to protect classified in-
formation.

McConnell (for Kyl) amendment No. 319 (to
amendment No. 275), to provide for relief
from (a)(3)(B) immigration bars from the
Hmong and other groups who do not pose a
threat to the United States, to designate the
Taliban as a terrorist organization for immi-
gration purposes.

McConnell (for Kyl) amendment No. 320 (to
amendment No. 275), to improve the Classi-
fied Information Procedures Act.

McConnell (for Grassley) amendment No.
300 (to amendment No. 275), to clarify the
revocation of an alien’s visa or other docu-
mentation is not subject to judicial review.

McConnell (for Grassley) amendment No.
309 (to amendment No. 275), to improve the
prohibitions on money laundering.

Thune amendment No. 308 (to amendment
No. 275), to expand and improve the Pro-
liferation Security Initiative while pro-
tecting the national security interests of the
United States.

Cardin amendment No. 326 (to amendment
No. 275), to provide for a study of modifica-
tion of area of jurisdiction of Office of Na-
tional Capital Region Coordination.

Cardin amendment No. 327 (to amendment
No. 275), to reform mutual aid agreements
for the National Capital Region.

Cardin amendment No. 328 (to amendment
No. 275), to require Amtrak contracts and
leases involving the State of Maryland to be
governed by the laws of the District of Co-
lumbia.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, we
return now to S. 4, Improving Amer-
ica’s Security Act. This is the legisla-
tion that emerged from the Homeland
Security Committee in response to the
appeals of the members of the 9/11 Com-
mission, and others, to finish the job
we began with the previous 9/11 legisla-
tion we adopted. We made some
progress last week in the first two days
of consideration of the bill. We will
have a vote sometime tomorrow on the
motion to strike the provision of the
bill that would give equal rights to
transportation security officers at the
TSA. We will begin debate sometime
this afternoon on alternative proposals
to those presented in S. 4 for distrib-
uting homeland security grant funds.
We have important matters to debate
and vote on in the next few days.

I know Senator REID and, I hope,
Senator MCCONNELL want to finish this
bill—that is, to bring it to passage—by
the end of this week. I remind col-
leagues that S. 4 was reported out of
the Homeland Security Committee on
a strong nonpartisan vote, 16 to 0, with
one member abstaining.

I thought, as we return to the consid-
eration of S. 4, I might go back to a
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hearing our committee held on Janu-
ary 9 to consider this legislation, par-
ticularly to draw from the testimony
of three of the witnesses before the
committee that day, three women who
lost loved ones on September 11, 2001.
This is a way, before we get into the
details of the bill, to remind ourselves
why this legislation is before us and
what it is all about. Those three
women who testified before our com-
mittee on that day, shortly after the
110th session of Congress convened,
were Mary Fetchet, Carol Ashley, and
Carie Lemack.

These three women, as many Mem-
bers know because we have come to
know them, have worked tirelessly in
the last five and a half years to take
their grief, their loss, and bring it into
the public square, to the Congress, to
the place where laws are made, to do
everything in their power to ensure
that the tragic losses they suffered on
that day would not have to be suffered
by any other American in the future.

Their work produced the 9/11 Com-
mission itself. It was a tough battle to
actually create the 9/11 Commission.
People were defensive. They didn’t
want it to be done by an independent
commission. They wondered why it was
necessary. But with the help of these
women, we won that battle. Then when
the Commission reported in 2004, we
worked very hard with their help to
adopt most of the recommendations of
the Commission by the end of that
year. This included the creation of the
Director of National Intelligence to co-
ordinate all of our intelligence, so we
can now connect the dots to stop a ter-
rorist act before it occurs; and the Na-
tional Counterterrorism Center, which
is now up and running and doing the
same.

The statements of Mary Fetchet,
Carol Ashley, and Carie Lemack at our
Committee’s hearing explain the im-
portance of the legislation, S. 4, that is
now before the Senate, and particu-
larly the responsibility we in Congress
have to continue the unfinished work
of implementing the recommendations
of the 9/11 Commission and of fixing the
inadequate implementation of some of
those recommendations or other gaps
we have discovered since in our home-
land security.

I want to talk about these three
brave, patriotic women one by one, de-
scribe briefly who they are, and then
quote from their testimony.

Mary Fetchet lost her son Brad, age
24, in Tower 2 of the World Trade Cen-
ter on September 11. She is the found-
ing director of the group called Voices
of September 11th. At our hearing on
January 9, Mary testified as follows:

I have made a personal commitment to ad-
vocate for the full implementation of the 9/
11 Commission recommendations driven by
the ‘“‘wake-up’’ call when my son was sense-
lessly murdered by terrorists on 9/11. It is my
personal belief that almost six years later
our country remains vulnerable, and al-
though some progress has been made, much
work remains ahead. We collectively—the
administration, Congress, government agen-
cies and interested individuals—have a
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