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Mary Burks did not simply sit and
dream. She led a 6-year campaign in
the early 1970s to designate the Sipsey
Wilderness area in the Bankhead Na-
tional Forest as wilderness. In doing
so, she won the support of the entire
Alabama congressional delegation.

That is not always an easy thing to
do.

After the campaign, not only was the
Sipsey Wilderness created, but the
BEastern Wilderness Area System was
established when President Gerald
Ford signed the Eastern Wilderness
Act. It is fair to assume that this suc-
cess would not have been achieved
without Mary Burks’ tireless efforts.

Today, Alabama is home to more
than 41,000 acres of wilderness, includ-
ing the Cheaha and Dugger Mountain
Wilderness Areas. As you know, hun-
dreds of thousands of acres have now
been designated as wilderness in the
Eastern United States.

All of these accomplishments have
roots in Mary Burks’s original push to
preserve wilderness in Alabama.

Describing the importance of Mary’s
efforts and the organization that she
founded, the Alabama Conservancy,
Floyd Haskell, former U.S. Senator
from Colorado, stated ‘“‘If not for the
Alabama Conservancy, there would be
no concept of Eastern Wilderness.”

There is a difference between think-
ing that things ought to be a certain
way, and actually making them so. Too
often we are quick to do the former,
and slow to do the latter. But the pro-
tected resources in my home State and
others are larger in size, great in quan-
tity, and more secure in their protec-
tion because Mary Burks fought for
them all her life. She left a lasting leg-
acy in Alabama that will forever be felt
by all who care about wilderness and
natural places.®

AMERICAN HELLENIC EDU-
CATIONAL PROGRESSIVE ASSO-
CIATION

e Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
would like to offer my sincere con-
gratulations to the American Hellenic
Educational Progressive Association,
AHEPA, on their 85th anniversary this
year. Since 1922, AHEPA has diligently
served the Hellenic community and all
Americans through a variety of pro-
grams and outreach endeavors.

Initially created to combat discrimi-
nation and hate, AHEPA’s mission has
expanded during its distinguished his-
tory. As the largest and oldest Amer-
ican-based, Greek heritage grassroots
membership organization, AHEPA
works to promote the Greek ideals of
philanthropy, education, civic respon-
sibility, and family and individual ex-
cellence within the community. Such
principles can be appreciated by people
of all backgrounds, and I commend
AHEPA for inspiring and supporting
generations of Americans.

AHEPA’s work has touched people
from all walks of life. The organization
raised funds for U.S. war bonds during
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World War II, and currently contrib-
utes more than $2,000,000 each year to
educational, medical, and other philan-
thropic causes. AHEPA’s positive con-
tributions stem from both the organi-
zation and the outstanding people in-
volved. Members of AHEPA have
served in the U.S. Armed Forces and
have held positions in local, State, and
Federal Government throughout the
years.

As we honor AHEPA’S many suc-
cesses, we also celebrate the contribu-
tions of the more than 1 million Greek-
Americans in this country, some 61,000
of whom live in my home State of New
Jersey. The Hellenic community in
America contributes daily to the eco-
nomic, political and cultural fabric of
this Nation, and the United States
shares a close relationship with Greece
and the Republic of Cyprus. I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues
and AHEPA to strengthen America’s
relationship with our Hellenic friends.

I commend AHEPA’s commitment to
serving the United States and the Hel-
lenic community. I congratulate them
on their 85 years of advocacy, and I
look forward to their bright future.e

———
RECOGNIZING T. DENNY SANFORD

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize T. Denny Sanford for his gen-
erosity recently represented by the gift
of $400 million to Sioux Valley Hos-
pitals and Health System. This gift is
the second largest donation to any
medical institution since 2001 and will
help Sioux Valley transform itself into
a world-class research institution. In
recognition of the donation and in
honor of Mr. Sanford, the health care
system has been renamed Sanford
Health.

Since his birth in St. Paul, MN, in
1935, T. Denny Sanford has reached
many outstanding milestones that de-
serve recognition and praise. After
starting work at age 8 in his father’s
clothing distribution company, he
spent most of his teen years selling his
father’s clothing to retail stores. He
later graduated with a degree in psy-
chology from the University of Min-
nesota and was recruited for a sales
and marketing management position
with Armstrong Cork Company.

In the 1960s, Mr. Sanford established
a manufacturers’ representative com-
pany and a regional distribution com-
pany. Then in 1971, he bought Contech,
a specialty chemical company, from
Sears & Roebuck and took it public the
following year. After selling Contech in
the 1980s, he created a venture capital
fund to provide financing to young en-
trepreneurs. Out of the 28 companies he
has financed, 18 have become public
corporations.

In 1986, Mr. Sanford purchased United
National Bank in Sioux Falls, SD. The
bank, now named First Premier Bank,
has expanded throughout South Da-
kota and includes Premier Bankcard
Inc., which is a national leader in the
credit card industry.
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Although Mr. Sanford is well-known
for his business achievements, he is
even more distinguished for his philan-
thropy. He has donated millions to or-
ganizations that are close to his heart
and even started the Sanford Founda-
tion for charitable giving. In 2005, he
gave over $70.5 million to charitable
causes in the United States and ranked
14th on the Chronicle of Philanthropy’s
list of America’s most-generous donors.
Additionally, in 2006, he was named to
the Business Week Top 50 list of most-
generous philanthropists in the United
States.

Before his most recent donation, Mr.
Sanford had contributed $20 million to
Sioux Valley for expansion with South
Dakota’s medical school and $16 mil-
lion for Sanford Children’s Hospital,
which plans to open in 2009. This recent
gift of $400 million will be used to
achieve four major goals. These goals
are to build 5 pediatric clinics around
the country, to expand research, to
build a health care campus with over 20
separate facilities, and to specialize in
a specific line of medical research that
will result in a cure.

T. Denny Sanford’s generous gift to
Sioux Valley will encourage prosperity
and growth for South Dakota by gener-
ating an estimated 9,200 new jobs, add-
ing approximately $1.2 billion to the
economy, drawing patients from
around the world, and improving the
wellness of our citizens. This donation
will reach people from across the coun-
try and make South Dakota a leader
and magnet in medical research.

T. Denny Sanford is a giving man
with a passion for making a difference
in the lives around him. He is even
known to have a goal to ‘‘die broke.”
Because of his profound generosity and
desire to help others, T. Denny
Sanford’s influence will be evident for
many generations to come.

On behalf of the State of South Da-
kota, I am honored to rise and say:
Thank you, Denny. Your significant
gift will have a lasting influence not
only on the people of South Dakota but
on people throughout the world that
will be affected by your selfless gen-
erosity.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-758. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, transmitting, the re-
port of draft legislation to authorize con-
struction of a classical Chinese Garden on
the grounds of the National Arboretum; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-759. A communication from the Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer, Farm Cred-
it Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to its 2007 compensa-
tion program adjustments; to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-760. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Navy (Installations and
Environment), transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the Department’s
decision to conduct a public-private competi-
tion including ocean terminal operations and
maintenance services in Norfolk, Virginia;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-761. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Navy (Installations and
Environment), transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the Department’s
decision to conduct a public-private competi-
tion including administrative support serv-
ices; to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-762. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Defense Procurement and Acquisition
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Emergency Acquisitions” (DFARS
Case 2006-D036) received on February 22, 2007;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-763. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Defense Procurement and Acquisition
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Notification Requirements for Crit-
ical Safety Items’” (DFARS Case 2004-D008)
received on February 22, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-764. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Defense Procurement and Acquisition
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Berry Amendment Restrictions—
Clothing Materials and Components Cov-
ered” (DFARS Case 2006-D031) received on
February 22, 2007; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-765. A communication from the Chair-
man and President of the Export-Import
Bank of the United States, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to trans-
actions involving U.S. exports to Kenya; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-766. A communication from the Chair-
man and President of the Export-Import
Bank of the United States, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a trans-
action involving U.S. exports to Morocco; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-767. A communication from the Chair-
man and President of the Export-Import
Bank of the United States, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to trans-
actions involving U.S. exports to Canada; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-768. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to the
undermining of democratic processes or in-
stitutions in Zimbabwe that was declared in
Executive Order 13288 of March 6, 2003; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.
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EC-769. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the Department’s 2007 Report on For-
eign Policy-Based Export Controls; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-T170. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Legislative Affairs, Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Management Official Interlocks” (RIN3064—
ADI13) received on February 22, 2007; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-771. A communication from the Chief
Counsel, Office of Foreign Assets Control,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘‘Global Terrorism Sanctions Regulations”
(31 CFR Part 594) received on February 22,
2007; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-772. A communication from the Chief
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Final Flood Elevation Deter-
minations” (72 FR 1461) received on February
22, 2007; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-773. A communication from the Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Export Administra-
tion, Bureau of Industry and Security, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Technical Corrections to the Export Ad-
ministration Regulations and to the Defense
Priorities and Allocations System Regula-
tion” (RIN0694-AD88) received on February
22, 2007; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-T74. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration,
Bureau of Industry and Security Administra-
tion, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“North Korea: Imposition of New For-
eign Policy Controls” (RIN0694-AD97) re-
ceived on February 22, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-775. A communication from the Chief
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Final Flood Elevation Deter-
minations” (72 FR 2783) received on February
22, 2007; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-T76. A communication from the Office
Director, Office of Congressional Affairs,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“‘Export and Import of Nuclear Ma-
terials; Exports to Libya Restricted”
(RIN3150-AI02) received on February 22, 2007;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-T77. A communication from the Chief
Operating Officer and President, Resolution
Funding Corporation, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to the Corpora-
tion’s system of internal controls and the
2006 Audited Financial Statements; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-778. A communication from the Chief
Operating Officer and President, Financing
Corporation, transmitting, pursuant to law,
a report relative to the Corporation’s system
of internal controls and the 2006 Audited Fi-
nancial Statements; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-T79. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Transportation Security Ad-
ministration, Department of Homeland Se-
curity , transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
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port relative to a contract entered into with
a private security screening company to pro-
vide screening services; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-780. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Inseason Adjustment to the 2007
A and B Season Allowances of Pollock in
Statistical Area 620 in the Gulf of Alaska”
(ID No. 010807A) received on February 22,
2007; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-781. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Inseason Adjustment to the 2007
Aleutian Islands Atka Mackerel Total Allow-
able Catch Amounts’” (ID No. 010807B) re-
ceived on February 22, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-782. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel Lottery in Areas
542 and 543"’ (ID No. 011107A) received on Feb-
ruary 22, 2007; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-783. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Acquisition Management and
Procurement Executive, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to the Department’s competi-
tive sourcing efforts for fiscal year 2006; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-784. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fish-
eries of the Exclusive Economic Zone Off
Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 610 in the
Gulf of Alaska’ (ID No. 011107F) received on
February 22, 2007; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-785. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the Department’s biennial re-
port relative to the regulatory status of cer-
tain open safety recommendations; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-786. A communication from the Direc-
tor, National Park Service, Department of
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the Service’s report relative to Preservation
Technology and Training for fiscal year 2005;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-787. A communication from the Admin-
istrator, Energy Information Administra-
tion, Department of Energy, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Perform-
ance Profiles of Major Energy Producers
2005’; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-788. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Final Rule Des-
ignating the Western Great Lakes Popu-
lation of Gray Wolves as a Distinct Popu-
lation Segment; Removing the Western
Great Lakes Distinct Population Segment of
the Gray Wolf From the List of Endangered
and Threatened Wildlife’’ (RIN1018-AU54) re-
ceived on February 16, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-789. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and
Parks, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
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