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subject matters under the general jurisdic-
tion of the Committee. Before such author-
ization is granted, there shall be submitted
to the Chair in writing the following:

(A) The purpose of the travel.

(B) The dates during which the travel is to
occur.

(C) The names of the States or countries to
be visited and the length of time to be spent
in each.

(D) The names of members and staff of the
Committee for whom the authorization is
sought.

(2) Members and staff of the Committee
shall make a written report to the Chair on
any travel they have conducted under this
subsection, including a description of their
itinerary, expenses, and activities, and of
pertinent information gained as a result of
such travel.

(3) Members and staff of the Committee
performing authorized travel on official busi-
ness shall be governed by applicable laws,
resolutions, and regulations of the House and
of the Committee on House Administration.

RULE 8—COMMITTEE ADMINISTRATION

Records

(a) (1) There shall be a transcript made of
each regular meeting and hearing of the
Committee, and the transcript may be print-
ed if the Chair decides it is appropriate or if
a majority of the members of the Committee
requests such printing. Any such transcripts
shall be a substantially verbatim account of
remarks actually made during the pro-
ceedings, subject only to technical, gram-
matical, and typographical corrections au-
thorized by the person making the remarks.
Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed
to require that all such transcripts be sub-
ject to correction and publication.

(2) The Committee shall keep a record of
all actions of the Committee and of its sub-
committees. The record shall contain all in-
formation required by clause 2(e)(1) of rule
XI of the Rules of the House and shall be
available for public inspection at reasonable
times in the offices of the Committee.

(3) All Committee hearings, records, data,
charts, and files shall be kept separate and
distinct from the congressional office
records of the Chair, shall be the property of
the House, and all Members of the House
shall have access thereto as provided in
clause 2(e)(2) of rule XI of the Rules of the
House.

(4) The records of the Committee at the
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion shall be made available for public use in
accordance with rule VII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives. The Chair shall
notify the ranking minority member of any
decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause
4(b) of the rule, to withhold a record other-
wise available, and the matter shall be pre-
sented to the Committee for a determination
on written request of any member of the
Committee.

Committee Publications on the Internet

(b) To the maximum extent feasible, the
Committee shall make its publications avail-
able in electronic form.

————

REAFFIRMATION OF AMERICAN
INDEPENDENCE RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
when I was young, growing up, I would
often ask my mother if I could go to
my friend’s house to play, and she
would say no. And instinctively I
would then say, well, Billy’s mom lets
him go. And my mom would then say,
I know, but I am not Billy’s mom and
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I don’t care what Billy’s mom lets
Billy do.

Well, that was an important lesson
that I learned. Unfortunately, some of
our courts have failed to learn that
specific lesson, and that is why I feel
honored to be able to stand here and
talk about the Reaffirmation of Amer-
ican Independence Resolution, which
my good friend, the distinguished gen-
tleman from New Jersey, briefly intro-
duced in his remarks.

This bill states that ‘‘judicial deter-
minations regarding the meaning of
laws of the United States should not be
based in whole or in part on judgments,
laws or pronunciations of foreign insti-
tutions unless those foreign judgments,
laws and pronouncements inform an
understanding of the original meaning
of the Constitution of the TUnited
States.”

Now, why would we do this? This
only sounds logical. We are doing it
simply because one Supreme Court ma-
jority admitted that they referred to
laws of other countries and to inter-
national authorities as instructive for
its interpretation of our 8th amend-
ment.

Another case, the Court once again
took into account the European Court
of Human Rights in establishing the
belief systems that they came up with.

Now, you may ask, once again, so
what? What does that mean?

Justice Scalia made a good answer on
what that means. ‘It lends itself,” as
he said, ‘‘to manipulation.” In fact, it
invites manipulation. If I am a judge
who wants, in some way, to overturn a
decision, I need some reason for it. I
have to sound in some way like an at-
torney. I need to cite something. You
can’t cite something that is American
because what I am trying to do is over-
turn two centuries of American prece-
dent. So you find some intelligent man
living in Zimbabwe or Poland or some-
where else in the world and cite his ex-
amples, and it looks very lawyerly. But
it is, of itself, a manipulation.

Precedent is extremely important in
our system of justice. Having a stand-
ard that does not change is important
for the judge so that he realizes the
standard he used in case A and case B
will always be the same. It is even
more important for citizens, for indi-
viduals, so that they know whether
they go before judge one or judge two
it will once again be the same standard
that will be used in that situation.
When we break those precedents, when
we allow foreign precedents to take
over, what we are simply doing is open-
ing up the process for arbitrary and ca-
pricious decisions to be made. We are
not in the process of, as someone once
said of evolving our standards of de-
cency as a mark of the progress of the
maturing society. Because as Justice
Scalia again said, sometimes society
does not mature; it simply rots.

And the purpose of the Bill of Rights
was to prevent change, not to encour-
age it, so that you leave people guess-
ing as to what is appropriate, what is
politically correct and what is indeed
legal.

H1939

Satchel Paige used to talk to young
pitchers when they were trying to
learn how to pitch and being too cute
at the plate by hitting the corners and
were walking people. And he simply
said, ‘‘throw strikes. Home plate don’t
move.”’
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If we allow the court system to base
their decisions on foreign opinions as
opposed to American precedent, then
home plate moves and home plate
moves in a way that hurts citizens of
the United States.

Now, there are some lawyers, maybe
Supreme Court Justices, and others
who would say that my comparison of
my mom’s reasoning to foreign law
used in an American court would be in-
accurate or oversimplistic. Perhaps so
because, after all, they say, didn’t our
Founding Fathers look to foreign law
when they were forming the Constitu-
tion? Indeed, if you read the Federalist
Papers, you will see lots of references
to the Swiss system and the German
system. It is full of it. But the issue at
hand is, once the Constitution is estab-
lished, then our job is to try to under-
stand what it meant when it was adopt-
ed, not search for some hook to find an
alternate opinion for personal reasons
or personal pique. Now, that is the key.

We shouldn’t care what Billy’s mom
or foreign courts let Billy do because
our court is not Billy’s mom.

————

MOURNING AND HONORING
DETECTIVE KEITH DRESSEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I am
deeply saddened to stand before our
House today to announce the tragic
death of Detective Keith Dressel of the
Toledo Police Department and offer
deepest condolences on behalf of our
entire community to his wife, Danielle,
and their children.

Detective Dressel, who was only 35
years old, was fatally shot on the
morning of Wednesday, February 21,
while on routine patrol in North To-
ledo, the first Toledo police officer to
lose his life in service to our commu-
nity since 1970.

In reality, though, there is nothing
routine or common about Detective
Dressel’s extraordinary service or that
of the men and women with whom he
served. Every day Detective Dressel
sacrificed his safety so that he might
protect all of ours.

As a member of the vice squad, De-
tective Dressel engaged in dangerous
work that frequently placed him in
high-risk environments. He did this not
for glory or praise, but to serve and
protect residents from all walks of life.

Charlotte Bronte’s poem ‘‘Life”
teaches us:
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