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Not only are physicians in short sup-
ply in many of rural communities, but
other health professionals are as well.
That is why I introduced today a bill
that focuses specifically on issues re-
lated to increasing nursing faculty. I
am told by my friends in nursing that
the problem is not that people don’t
want to go into nursing, but that it is
difficult to get nurses to leave the clin-
ic to spend time in the classroom.

Personnel is one piece of the puzzle
and building up our health care institu-
tions in rural area is another.

The Critical Access Hospital program
has provided financial stability to
many struggling rural hospitals that
are the cornerstones of their commu-
nities. It is essential that Congress pro-
tects this program now and into the fu-
ture. Prior to this program, hospital
closures were common and the rural
health care system was fragile.

Without the Critical Access Hospital
program and support for rural pro-
viders, there would be a floodgate of
small community care systems closing
and potentially converting many small
towns into ghost towns.

Debra Boardman, president and CEO
of the Riverview Healthcare Associa-
tion in Crookston has shared her story
with me:

The Critical Access Hospital program has
afforded many rural hospitals the oppor-
tunity to modernize their facilities and helps
assure they will remain viable and accessible
to the residents of rural America. Prior to
receiving Critical Access Hospital designa-
tion in 2001, RiverView Healthcare Associa-
tion had not done a major building project
since 1976. With this designation we were
able to afford to physically restructure our
building and update our infrastructure to ac-
commodate the way health care is provided
in the 21st Century.

Since that time we have also been able to
add new physicians, vital new health care
services and programs. As the largest em-
ployer in the county, a secondary benefit of
the program is that it has made RiverView
Healthcare Association a more secure eco-
nomic engine for our local rural community.

Because of the important role that
Critical Access Hospitals play in com-
munity stability, I have introduced a
bill to provide direct and guaranteed
loans to complete the reconstruction
and rehabilitation of the Nation’s
Rural Critical Access Hospitals within
the 5 years covered by the new farm
bill.

In more ways than we can possibly
measure, rural communities are the
heart of America. They provide us with
food, energy and more importantly the
values and leadership that keep our
Nation on track. Just as we care for
our bodily heart, we need to care for
our spiritual heart in rural America or
the whole Nation will suffer.

That is why my legislation attempts
to raise the needs of our small town
neighbors to become a national pri-
ority. I encourage all of my colleagues
to consider joining me in ensuring that
every American has access to the care
that they need to lead healthy and pro-
ductive lives. I invite you to cosponsor
one of my seven bills aimed at doing
just that.
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From birth, through chronic disease
management, to end-of-life care Crit-
ical Access Hospitals meet the health-
care needs of our communities. And
our communities trust that we will
continue to do so far into the future.

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
IRAQ

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
rise to speak on the issue that is pres-
ently before this body—whether it will
be here formally or not we will see—
the issue of Iraq. I think it is critically
important we discuss it. I am glad to
see we are having private discussions
about it, but I think it is time to en-
gage.

I want to say, as one who does not
support the troop surge, I think it is
important we have a full process. I
think it is important we have a full
process where amendments are allowed
and where people are allowed to bring
forward different ideas and thoughts. It
is the key issue of our day. It is an im-
portant issue of our day. It is some-
thing that shouldn’t be drug out, but I
don’t think asking for three, or four
even, amendments to this resolution is
something that would drag it out be-
cause that is what allows full discus-
sion, and we certainly need a full dis-
cussion on the record on the ways for-
ward.

I think it is also appropriate for us to
do that in light of the division of pow-
ers between the executive and legisla-
tive branches. The President is the
Commander in Chief, and he or she
must move forward in that capacity.
We are the funding arm, the legislative
body. We are entitled to put forward
our ideas, but there is one Commander
in Chief. I think it is important we
have this discussion to put forward our
ideas, but it needs to be a full discus-
sion of the ideas.

I would urge the Democratic leader,
the majority leader, to bring this issue
forward in a way that we could debate
various options. I have been in this
body certainly during debate on con-
tentious issues wherein we are given
different viewpoints to allow people to
vote, and on one that is so important
and so critical, I think it is important
for us to have multiple viewpoints put
forward. So even as one who does not
support the troop surge, which I don’t
believe is the wise route to go, I believe
this body should have options.

I would not support a cloture motion
that says we will only have one option
to vote on. I don’t think that is a fair
or an appropriate process for this body
to follow. I think it is important that
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we have a full debate on the full range
of issues.

My goodness, for us to take a couple
of weeks to discuss this would not be
inappropriate, given the importance
and the magnitude and the seriousness
of the moment.

I support the troops. We all support
the troops, and we need to support the
troops in the field. That doesn’t mean
we can’t have a debate, but it also
doesn’t mean we should be limited to
just one thought that we can have to
vote on. We should have a multiple set
of ideas, fully vetted and fully dis-
cussed.

As I have traveled across this coun-
try and in my home State, this is one
subject about which people have a lot
of different viewpoints and a lot of dif-
ferent ideas. Everybody supports the
troops, but they may not agree with
how the war is proceeding. They think
there ought to be other tactics em-
ployed, and they want viewpoints ex-
pressed. I think that is fully appro-
priate. I think the President invites us
to, in responsible ways, bring these
ideas and viewpoints forward. But you
don’t do that with having just one
viewpoint and that is it; one vote and
you can’t have an option; one proposal
without amendments, when there is a
full debate and discussion that is need-
ed on this topic.

So I want to voice my opinion on this
issue; that is, I think the way forward
is for us to engage in the full process
that the Senate is fully capable of
doing and desirous of doing. I think it
would be important as well to our
troops in the field to have a full debate
on this topic. I hope that we do that,
and we could start engaging in it now
rather than putting it off and delaying
it further.

———
TRIBUTE TO CHARLIE NORWOOD

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
want to speak briefly on one other
issue aside from the war effort, as that
is the one that really needs to, and
does, occupy our time. But a good
friend of mine has just recently passed
away, Congressman Charlie Norwood.
Charlie and I came in together in the
House of Representatives in the 1994
election cycle. He recently passed away
due to complications in his liver from a
long battle that he had with pul-
monary fibrosis and the difficulties
that he had.

His legislative accomplishments are
significant, and those are in the
RECORD and well known. What I want
to talk about is the person because he
was a beautiful man. He served in Viet-
nam as a dentist. He had this beautiful,
folksy way of presenting a tough topic.
He would boil down the essence of a dif-
ficult topic in a folksy sentence or two,
and you would listen to it and you
would say: You know, I think that is
about accurate.

He could take difficult things and
boil them down. He cared a lot about
health care issues, and he worked a lot
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