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Limbaugh, Sr. called Cape Girardeau 

home. It is only fitting that we name 
the new United States courthouse in 
his honor and recognize his accom-
plishments and dedication to his com-
munity. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion and encourage my colleagues to do 
the same. 

I would indicate to my good friend, 
the chairman of the full committee, 
that I have no additional speakers. If 
he is prepared to yield back, I would 
yield back my time. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I thank the gen-
tleman for his comments; he added sev-
eral items of which I was not aware 
about Judge Limbaugh’s distinguished 
career. 

I, too, do join in expressing our ap-
preciation in the committee to Rep-
resentative JO ANN EMERSON for her 
steadfast advocacy for this naming of 
the courthouse, and also to Represent-
ative RUSS CARNAHAN and Representa-
tive LACY CLAY, who also expressed 
their strong support for the legislation. 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, later this 
year, Cape Girardeau, Missouri, will open a 
new United States Federal Courthouse. Over 
the past many months, I have watched this 
structure rise, due to the diligent efforts of 
hundreds of skilled men and women working 
tirelessly to give justice a new home in our re-
gion. I am certainly thankful for their beautiful 
accomplishment, in the form of our new Court-
house. 

At the same time, we should reflect on the 
people who dedicated their lives to the con-
struction of a strong, vibrant and enduring rule 
of law in our region and our Nation. 

Rush Hudson Limbaugh, Sr. perfectly em-
bodies our respect for the law and love for our 
communities. His practice of law for more than 
80 years, from 1916 to 1996, is the stuff of 
legends. At the age of his death, the 104-year- 
old resident of Cape Girardeau was still going 
in to his office twice a week. He was the Na-
tion’s oldest practicing attorney. 

The litany of legal accomplishments of Rush 
Hudson Limbaugh, Sr. cloud our memory of 
the man. He helped construct the Missouri 
Probate Code and begin the Missouri Highway 
Patrol. He was sent to India to help shape the 
new legal code in that fledgling democracy. 
He advocated for the reach of the federal judi-
ciary to extend outside American urban cen-
ters and into the rural parts of our great Na-
tion. 

Yet he was more than an attorney—Rush 
Hudson Limbaugh, Sr. was also devoted to his 
family, his faith, and his community. He taught 
Sunday School. He worked to help Cape 
Girardeau expand its commerce of goods as 
well as ideas. He devoted countless hours of 
his time to the Boy Scouts of America. We re-
member him as a good citizen as well as a 
good lawyer. 

It is safe to say that, of the many hours of 
Rush Hudson Limbaugh, Sr.’s life, none of 
them were wasted. As we devote one hour of 
the United States House of Representatives to 
remember him, we are ensuring that Rush 
Hudson Limbaugh, Sr.’s legacy and example 
endure in the community he loved, on a build-
ing that carries on the work to which he was 
dedicated: the American promises of liberty 
and law, fundamental principles of fairness, 

and a system of jurisprudence for all Ameri-
cans that is the envy of the world. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 342, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘To designate the United 
States courthouse located at 555 Inde-
pendence Street in Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri, as the ‘Rush Hudson 
Limbaugh, Sr. United States Court-
house’.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DIRECTING ADMINISTRATOR OF 
GENERAL SERVICES TO INSTALL 
A PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEM FOR 
THE HEADQUARTERS BUILDING 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EN-
ERGY 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 798) to direct the Administrator 
of General Services to install a photo-
voltaic system for the headquarters 
building of the Department of Energy. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 798 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. INSTALLATION OF PHOTOVOLTAIC 

SYSTEM AT DEPARTMENT OF EN-
ERGY HEADQUARTERS BUILDING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of 
General Services shall install a photovoltaic 
system, as set forth in the Sun Wall Design 
Project, for the headquarters building of the 
Department of Energy located at 1000 Inde-
pendence Avenue, Southwest, Washington, 
D.C., commonly known as the Forrestal 
Building. 

(b) FUNDING.—There shall be available 
from the Federal Buildings Fund established 
by section 592 of title 40, United States Code, 
$30,000,000 to carry out this section. Such 
sums shall be derived from the unobligated 
balance of amounts made available from the 
Fund for fiscal year 2007, and prior fiscal 
years, for repairs and alterations and other 
activities (excluding amounts made avail-
able for the energy program). Such sums 
shall remain available until expended. 

(c) OBLIGATION OF FUNDS.—None of the 
funds made available pursuant to subsection 
(b) may be obligated prior to September 30, 
2007. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 

may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill, 
H.R. 798. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 

b 1615 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Over 30 years ago, Mr. Speaker, as a 
second-term Member of the House and 
serving on the Public Works Com-
mittee, as it was called then, and the 
Subcommittee of Public Buildings and 
Grounds, I heard an extraordinary 
presentation about the use of 
photovoltaics in public buildings and 
how, as a result of this study, energy 
could be saved, burning of fossil fuels 
could be avoided, and the Federal Gov-
ernment could save enormous amounts 
of energy costs by using a then-new 
technology known as photovoltaics. 

I was so enthralled by the idea, I 
drafted legislation which I shared with 
my then-colleague in the Senate from 
the State of Minnesota, Senator Hu-
bert Humphrey, who introduced the 
companion bill in the other body; and 
together we got the legislation en-
acted, signed by President Carter, 
funding for the first 3 years of a 3-year 
investment by the Federal Government 
in converting Federal civilian office 
space to photovoltaic energy. Unfortu-
nately, President Carter lost the elec-
tion. President Reagan came in and de-
cided that the alternative energy pro-
gram was an unnecessary investment 
of the Federal Government, and the en-
tire alternative energy budget was de-
leted. 

Years passed. Interest in photo-
voltaic cells continued. Research and 
development and testing and applica-
tion in the private marketplace, as 
well as by government agencies, con-
tinued and the cost of photovoltaics 
dropped from $1.75 a kilowatt hour in 
1977 to about 25 cents a kilowatt hour 
today, compared to 7 cents produced by 
conventional fossil fuel power centers. 

Well, I thought the time was ripe 
again for us to make another effort at 
having the Federal Government lead 
the way and being the template, being 
the exemplar in the marketplace for al-
ternative energy use and deployment 
and reducing its cost. 

So the bill that is before us today, it 
was reported, we had a hearing and 
markup in the subcommittee and 
markup in the full committee to use 
the Department of Energy head-
quarters as the exemplary facility for 
the Nation in use of photovoltaics. The 
Department of Energy building, just 
down the street from the Capitol, on 
Independence Avenue and what is also 
known as the Forestall Building. 

In 1999, our then-Secretary of En-
ergy, Bill Richardson, conducted a na-
tional competition to get the best ar-
chitectural firms to develop a concep-
tual design for a photovoltaic system 
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to be installed on the south wall of the 
Department of Energy. Solarnet, the 
winning design, will transform that 
south wall, which was deliberately 
built in a solid face with no windows 
and no doors. It will transform that 
rather ugly, nondescript wall into this 
very attractive piece that is depicted 
in the panels before us in the well of 
the House. But that solar wall will gen-
erate 460,000 kilowatts of energy. It is 
300 feet long, 130 feet high, will contain 
24,750 square feet of power-generating 
panels. 

The Federal Government is the larg-
est single consumer of energy in the 
country. We are in a unique position to 
show the rest of the Nation how to con-
serve energy, how to be efficient in 
doing it, and to do so with our trust of 
management of Federal civilian office 
space. 

The Department of Energy estimated 
in 2005 that the cost of energy con-
sumption of all forms by Federal agen-
cies was $14.5 billion; $5.5 billion of 
that was spent on buildings and facili-
ties, meaning electricity. 

GSA, General Services Administra-
tion, manages 387.7 million square feet 
of non-military, non-postal civilian of-
fice space. It ought to set the stage, it 
ought to set the standard for the Na-
tion in being energy efficient and re-
ducing the cost to the taxpayer of oper-
ating these Federal buildings. 

We ought to, also, change our man-
agement of Federal office space both in 
the construction and in the leasing of 
those office facilities to life-cycle cost 
considerations, not just the lowest ini-
tial cost of construction; but we are 
going to be the tenant, we are going to 
be the owner of those facilities, tenant 
in the leased operations and owner in 
those that are outright owned by the 
Federal Government for as long as we 
are in there, and we ought to do the 
best that we can for the taxpayer, and 
we ought to set the stage and help cre-
ate a marketplace for production of 
photovoltaics that will, in volume pro-
duction, reduce their cost. 

Photovoltaics are very simple de-
vices. The sun strikes a panel that has 
lines of filament that create resist-
ance, transmit that resistance across a 
grid and collectively produce direct 
current electricity that is then con-
verted into alternating current elec-
tricity. It can run all the lights, the 
elevators, the escalators, everything, 
computers, everything that uses elec-
tricity in the Department of Energy 
building, and have excess power at the 
end of the day to turn back into the 
Potomac Electric Power Company grid 
so that the electric meter will run 
backwards at the Department of En-
ergy at the end of the day. That is 
what we ought to be doing. We can do 
that. 

It is within our authority of this 
committee to set the stage for ad-
vances in technology. Already some 25 
buildings of the Federal Government 
nationwide use photovoltaics in one 
way or another. The Department of Ag-

riculture does, also just down the 
street, Independence Avenue. The Park 
Service, the Forest Service, NOAA, on 
their weather buoys, the space program 
all use photovoltaics to gather infor-
mation, transmit. The Highway De-
partments, on traffic monitoring signs, 
use photovoltaics, gathering elec-
tricity during the day, storing it in 
batteries and run those signs at night 
off solar power. 

We are only addressing one project 
today, but that could be multiples in 
the future. And we are here doing what 
we can within our ability. It is not 
going to solve all of the problems of 
global climate change, but we have an 
obligation to do our part and to do 
what we can within this committee. 

Toward that end, I thank the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) 
for his participation through the sub-
committee and then to the full com-
mittee. 

I thank our full committee ranking 
member, Mr. MICA, for his support and 
initiative on this matter and moving 
us to this point where we could pass 
this bill in the House. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate, 
again, the chairman of our full com-
mittee, Mr. OBERSTAR, for not only 
being the author of this legislation, but 
for bringing it to the floor in such an 
expeditious manner. 

H.R. 798, introduced by Chairman 
OBERSTAR, directs the administrator of 
GSA to install a photovoltaic system 
at the headquarters building for the 
Department of Energy and authorizes 
appropriations to carry out the project. 
I know, when the chairman speaks of 
his passion, of what he speaks; and I 
know he has been committed for over 
30 years to adding a solar energy com-
ponent to the DOE headquarters build-
ing. 

The photovoltaic system authorized 
by this bill to be installed at the De-
partment of Energy building was cho-
sen through a competitive process. In 
1999 the U.S. Department of Energy Na-
tional Renewable Energy Laboratory, 
in cooperation with the American In-
stitute of Architects and the Architec-
tural Engineering Institute, sponsored 
a design competition to select the win-
ning sun wall design for the south wall 
of the new headquarters for the Depart-
ment of Energy. The winning design, 
called the Solarnet, was selected from 
151 entries. The winning design, as the 
chairman has mentioned, is 300 feet 
long, 130 feet high and incorporates 
24,750 square feet of power generating 
panels. The DOE building was designed 
and constructed to include a solar en-
ergy system on the south wall, which 
was never constructed. Currently, the 
south wall is just a big expanse of con-
crete. H.R. 798 will complete what was 
left unfinished. 

This project was previously author-
ized in the 109th Congress. Similar lan-

guage directing the administrator of 
GSA to install a photovoltaic system 
for the headquarters building was in-
corporated into the energy policy act 
of 2005. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the first things 
you learn as a new Member of the Con-
gress, and I believe the current occu-
pant of the chair is a new Member of 
Congress, is that some of our col-
leagues know a little bit about a lot. 
Some know a lot about a little. 

When you join the Transportation 
Committee, what you know about our 
chairman is he knows a lot about a lot. 
And it is not a surprise, nor is it ever 
a surprise when I go to a markup or a 
hearing and hear Chairman OBERSTAR 
talk about the history of steel or the 
history of transportation, or the trans-
continental railroad. One of my favor-
ites is always his focusing on 1956 and 
the opening of the Wellend Canal and 
what that meant to those of us in the 
Great Lakes. 

But what I didn’t know until I had 
the pleasure of chairing this sub-
committee two or three Congresses ago 
was that he was such an expert on pho-
tovoltaic electricity. And one of the 
most pleasant hearings that I can re-
call having in that subcommittee was a 
hearing on this subject matter and lis-
tening to the gentleman from Min-
nesota expound on his 30-year quest. 

And what I came away with from 
that hearing, and again being the bene-
ficiary of his great knowledge, was the 
fact that if we had made the invest-
ment that the gentleman is talking 
about in this bill today 30 years ago, 
we would be talking about comparable 
rates of electricity generation. We 
wouldn’t be talking about 25 cents a 
kilowatt hour. Perhaps we would be 
down in the 3 to 7 cent range, and the 
opportunity that has been wasted by 
not, in fact, making that investment 
back when the gentleman first came 
forward with Senator Humphrey to 
make this a reality. 

And so I hope that this becomes the 
first of many pieces of legislation that 
the gentleman offers. And I will tell 
him that I will be supportive, not only 
of his present endeavor, but his future 
endeavors as well. 

Again, I congratulate the gentleman 
for his 30-year pursuit of this goal, and 
I urge all of our colleagues to be sup-
portive. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself 1 minute. 

I am very deeply touched by the gen-
tleman’s comments, Mr. Speaker. And 
I thank the gentleman for his thought-
fulness and for his very much appre-
ciated comments about my service on 
the committee and my work over the 
many years. 

I do recall the hearing that the gen-
tleman chaired. He opened the hearing 
to the subject of photovoltaics. I re-
member that the gentleman did an 
enormous amount of homework, and he 
came to the hearing and surprised me 
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with a recitation of the evolution of 
photovoltaic cells and the different 
types of materials that go into the pro-
duction of photovoltaic cells and their 
application in a wide diversity of uses. 

The gentleman deserves enormous 
credit in his own right for his studious 
and thoughtful leadership on the com-
mittee and the several responsibilities 
that he has held, economic develop-
ment and railroads and in the public 
buildings and grounds arena. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, be-
fore yielding to our next speaker, I just 
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. And I would just tell the chair-
man of the committee that I learned 12 
years ago that if I was going to be in 
the same room with the gentleman, I 
had to do my homework, and so it was 
something that I knew I had to do. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to 
yield such time as he might consume 
to the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
BOOZMAN). 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I also 
want to thank Chairman OBERSTAR for 
bringing this legislation through com-
mittee and to the floor in a very expe-
ditious way. 

I rise today in support of the com-
monsense piece of legislation which I 
hope will serve as an example of work-
ing hard and smart toward energy inde-
pendence in America. 

I have long been a proponent of this 
kind of affordable alternative lighting 
method, and energy production meth-
od, and have voted before for increases 
in using solar panels which produce no 
air pollution or a single ounce of haz-
ardous waste. 

As the leader in securing our energy 
independence and promoting safe and 
effective energy alternatives, I fully 
support the Department of Energy’s 
retrofitting of solar panels to reduce 
energy consumption and, in fact, retro-
fitting in other areas, Federal build-
ings with more such that we can get 
more efficient energy technology in 
place. I am confident that through the 
Department of Energy’s leadership in 
utilizing this lighting technology, the 
United States, as a whole, can make 
significant progress towards greater 
energy efficiency and independence. 

All of us in this room have said our 
Nation needs to be more energy inde-
pendent. 

b 1630 

There is no magic wand which will 
make it so. It takes many steps to get 
to the end of the path we are traveling, 
and it will take many people to make 
this goal a reality. 

Today we have the opportunity to 
take another step down that path. I 
urge my colleagues to give us the 
means to take this step by passing H.R. 
798. 

I also want to commend Chairman 
OBERSTAR. Many years ago there was a 
country western song by Barbara 
Mandrell that said she was country be-

fore country was cool, through her 
song, and I would say that you are very 
much a proponent of this legislation, a 
proponent of these things when it 
wasn’t cool. And as Mr. LATOURETTE 
said, perhaps if we had done some of 
those things many years ago, as you 
were insisting then, we would be in 
much better shape from an energy 
standpoint in our Nation today. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Again I thank the gentleman from 
Arkansas for his thoughtfulness. And I 
recall our very pleasant visit to his dis-
trict on transportation and economic 
development issues many years ago 
when we saw so much of the progress 
that has been done through the Eco-
nomic Development Administration, 
the need for highway investments, for 
which the gentleman has been a strong 
advocate. And I also remember a very 
special feeling, the presentation by the 
Fort Smith Chamber of Commerce of a 
unique award: a noose. I don’t know 
what happened to it. I never did take 
possession of it to bring back with me, 
but someday I will make a return visit 
to Fort Smith. There is a long story we 
need not describe in this setting about 
Fort Smith and its role in the early 
days of territories and frontiers. 

The sun wall design, as these posters 
describe it, will be a very attractive fa-
cility aesthetically but attractive 
energywise and more than a statement, 
a demonstration by the Federal Gov-
ernment, the leadership role that it 
can play and it should play in moving 
the Nation toward energy independ-
ence. 

The Department of Energy conducted 
an analysis some time ago of the po-
tential for photovoltaics and dem-
onstrated that in a 100-mile by 100-mile 
square area of the Arizona desert, all 
the energy needs of the United States 
could be produced by photovoltaics. 
Well, we are making a start on that 
commitment with this legislation, 
moving in the right direction. It is long 
overdue, but we are making that step 
in the right direction. 

I thank my colleagues on the com-
mittee, Chairman MICA for his willing-
ness to move ahead with this legisla-
tion; and the gentleman from Ohio for 
his thoughtful and studious advocacy 
of the legislation; and Ms. NORTON, the 
Chair of our Public Buildings and Eco-
nomic Development Subcommittee, for 
their participation in bringing the bill 
to this point. 

If there are no further speakers, if 
the gentleman yields back, we will 
yield back our time. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, if I 
could just yield myself a moment to 
close before yielding back my time. 

When the chairman was talking 
about Arkansas, I too had the pleasure 
of being in Arkansas, I think, before 
Mr. BOOZMAN was elected to the Con-
gress, when one of the Hutchinsons was 
in that seat, and I had the pleasure of 
meeting John Paul Hammerschmidt, 
whom I know that the gentleman 

knows and was fond of working with 
for so many years. Just to show how we 
all come from different places, I no-
ticed that all the wildlife in Arkansas 
was nervous when we were down there, 
particularly the raccoons. And another 
one of our colleagues, MARION BERRY, 
was with us on that trip for the open-
ing of a new airport, and he indicated 
that his largest fundraiser was a rac-
coon roast. And I had not experienced 
that until he I had gone down to the 
gentleman’s district as well. 

I urge passage of the bill, and I thank 
the gentleman very much. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I hope 
no raccoons will be caught in the en-
ergy wall because that is the sort of 
place that raccoons like to frequent. 

Again, I thank my colleagues for 
their participation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 798. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPORTS TO CHINA—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110– 
14) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the provisions of 
section 1512 of the Strom Thurmond 
National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 1999 (Public Law 105–261), I 
hereby certify that the export to the 
People’s Republic of China of the fol-
lowing items is not detrimental to the 
U.S. space launch industry, and that 
the material and equipment, including 
any indirect technical benefit that 
could be derived from such exports, 
will not measurably improve the mis-
sile or space launch capabilities of the 
People’s Republic of China: 

Twenty Honeywell model QA 750 
accelerometers to be incorporated into 
railway geometry measurement sys-
tems for China’s Ministry of Railways. 

Equipment and technology associ-
ated with the production and testing of 
composite components for Boeing com-
mercial aircraft. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 11, 2007. 
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