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judges in patent law. The pilot will last no
longer than 10 years, and periodic studies will
occur to determine the pilot project’s success.

| am happy to say that H.R. 34 is supported
by software, hardware, tech and electronics
companies, pharmaceutical companies,
biotech companies, district court judges, the
American Intellectual Property Law Associa-
tion, and the Intellectual Property Owners As-
sociation among others.

This legislation is a good first step toward
improving the legal environment for the patent
community in the United States. H.R. 34
should not, however, be taken as a replace-
ment for broader patent reform. We still need
to address substantive issues within patent
law, and | look forward to working with my col-
leagues on that broader effort as well.

| thank Judiciary Committee Chairman JOHN
CONYERS and Ranking Member LAMAR SMITH,
as well as Intellectual Property Subcommittee
Chairman HOWARD BERMAN and Sub-
committee Ranking Member HOWARD COBLE
for all of their efforts in moving this legislation.
| also thank Committee staff David Whitney
and Shanna Winters for their counsel during
the development of H.R. 34.

| encourage all of my colleagues to support
H.R. 34.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to support of H.R. 34, which authorizes
a new 10-year pilot program designed to in-
crease judges’ expertise in presiding over pat-
ent cases. Under the new pilot program, dis-
trict judges could request to hear cases relat-
ing to patent law or plant variety protection.
Currently, cases in Federal district courts are
assigned randomly. Under the measure, if one
judge declines to hear a patent case, the case
could be reassigned to one of the judges in
the pilot program who has requested to hear
such cases.

The bill directs the Administrative Office of
the Courts, within six months of enactment, to
designate at least five courts in at least three
different judicial circuits in which the pilot pro-
gram would be conducted. It requires that
these districts for the pilot program be chosen
from the 15 districts that have had the largest
number of patent and plant variety protection
cases filed within the past year, and that the
pilot program is conducted in districts in which
at least three judges will participate. It also re-
quires the administrative Office of the Courts
to submit periodic reports to the Committee on
the Judiciary for the House and the Senate re-
garding the effectiveness of the pilot program.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 34 enjoys strong bipar-
tisan support in the Judiciary Committee. |
urge my colleagues to support this pilot pro-
gram.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 34.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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HONORING AND PRAISING THE
NAACP ON THE OCCASION OF ITS
98TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 44)
honoring and praising the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People on the occasion of its 98th
anniversary.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 44

Whereas the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),
originally known as the National Negro
Committee, was founded in New York City
on February 12, 1909, the centennial of Abra-
ham Lincoln’s birth, by a multiracial group
of activists who answered ‘“The Call” for a
national conference to discuss the civil and
political rights of African Americans;

Whereas the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People was founded
by a distinguished group of leaders in the
struggle for civil and political liberty, in-
cluding Ida Wells-Barnett, W.E.B. DuBois,
Henry Moscowitz, Mary White Ovington, Os-
wald Garrison Villiard, and William English
Walling;

Whereas the NAACP is the oldest and larg-
est civil rights organization in the United
States;

Whereas the mission of the NAACP is to
ensure the political, educational, social, and
economic equality of rights of all persons
and to eliminate racial hatred and racial dis-
crimination;

Whereas the NAACP is committed to
achieving its goals through nonviolence;

Whereas the NAACP advances its mission
through reliance upon the press, the peti-
tion, the ballot, and the courts, and has been
persistent in the use of legal and moral per-
suasion, even in the face of overt and violent
racial hostility;

Whereas the NAACP has used political
pressure, marches, demonstrations, and ef-
fective lobbying to serve as the voice, as well
as the shield, for minority Americans;

Whereas after years of fighting segregation
in public schools, the NAACP, under the
leadership of Special Counsel Thurgood Mar-
shall, won one of its greatest legal victories
in the Supreme Court’s 1954 decision in
Brown v. Board of Education;

Whereas in 1955, NAACP member Rosa
Parks was arrested and fined for refusing to
give up her seat on a segregated bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama—an act of courage that
would serve as the catalyst for the largest
grassroots civil rights movement in the his-
tory of the United States;

Whereas the NAACP was prominent in lob-
bying for the passage of the Civil Rights
Acts of 1957, 1960, and 1964, the Voting Rights
Act of 1965, the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa
Parks, and Coretta Scott King Voting Rights
Act Reauthorization and Amendments Act of
2006, and the Fair Housing Act, laws which
ensured Government protection for legal vic-
tories achieved; and

Whereas in 2005, the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
launched the Disaster Relief Fund to help
survivors in Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas,
Florida, and Alabama to rebuild their lives:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) recognizes the 98th anniversary of the
historic founding of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People; and

(2) honors and praises the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple on the occasion of its anniversary for its
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work to ensure the political, educational, so-
cial, and economic equality of all persons.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks on H. Con.
Res. 44.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Today I rise to join my colleague AL
GREEN of Texas in honoring the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, the NAACP, on
its 98th anniversary. As we observe
Black History Month this February, it
is only appropriate that we recognize
the Nation’s oldest and largest civil
rights organization. Ninety-eight years
after its inception, we salute the
NAACP for its continued commitment
to promoting equality and justice for
all Americans.

The NAACP has been at the forefront
of every brave and courageous moment
in this Nation’s civil rights history.
This was particularly evident during
the height of the Civil Rights Move-
ment. In 1954 the NAACP secured one
of the greatest legal victories with the
Brown v. Board of Education decision.
In 1960 the NAACP Youth Council orga-
nized a series of sit-ins at lunch
counters throughout the country, an
activity which I think for many of us,
I know for myself, helped to pique and
motivate our interest in the ability of
politics and movement to make change
on behalf of people. And in 1965 the
NAACP successfully sought enactment
of the Voting Rights Act.

Today the NAACP priorities continue
to ‘‘ensure the political, educational,
social, and economic equality of rights
of all persons,” as its mission state-
ment reads. Last year the NAACP ad-
dressed such issues as voter disenfran-
chisement, HIV/AIDS, and the conflict
in Sudan. In 2007 the organization con-
tinues to confront these and other do-
mestic and international concerns.
Most recently, the NAACP supported
Congress’ efforts to increase the min-
imum wage.

We in this body congratulate the
NAACP for this work and their contin-
ued efforts to protect the civil and
human rights of our citizens. On its
98th anniversary, the NAACP remains
an integral and essential part of this
society. We salute the NAACP on this
significant occasion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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Mr. Speaker, I support House Concur-
rent Resolution 44, which recognizes
the 98th anniversary of the NAACP.

For almost a century, the NAACP
has fought to bring justice and racial
equality to all parts of America. In 1917
the NAACP won a legal victory in the
Supreme Court which held that States
could not restrict and officially seg-
regate African Americans into residen-
tial areas. The same year the NAACP
fought for the right for African Ameri-
cans to be commissioned as officers in
World War I. In 1920 the NAACP held
its annual conference in Atlanta, which
at the time was one of the most active
areas for the Ku Klux Klan. As a result,
the NAACP showed the world it would
not be intimidated by racial violence.

O 1500

In 1935, NAACP lawyers Charles
Houston and Thurgood Marshall won a
legal battle to admit a black student to
the University of Maryland.

During World War II, the NAACP led
the effort that resulted in President
Franklin Roosevelt’s ordering a non-
discrimination policy in war-related
industries and Federal employment.

And in 1948, the NAACP convinced
President Harry Truman to sign an ex-
ecutive order banning discrimination
by the Federal Government.

In 1954, under the leadership of Spe-
cial Counsel Thurgood Marshall, the
NAACP won one of the greatest legal
victories in Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation.

In 1960, in Greensboro, North Caro-
lina, members of the NAACP Youth
Council launched a series of nonviolent
sit-ins at segregated lunch counters.
The segregation ended, and all Ameri-
cans could finally break bread to-
gether.

The history of America’s modern
struggle to live up to our constitu-
tional principles was often written by
the NAACP, and it continues to cham-
pion the cause of social justice today.
The NAACP has served as the voice of
those who were mute with fear. It has
served as a key for those who were
handcuffed and jailed under segrega-
tionist policies. And it carried the
weight for those whose backs were bro-
ken by brutal beatings. It did so peace-
fully, and with dignity; and, as a re-
sult, America can hold its head higher.

It is with great pleasure that I sup-
port this concurrent resolution, which
I hope raises even higher the awareness
of this organization’s historic contribu-
tions to the cause of civil rights.

Mr. Speaker, I yield the balance of
my time to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. IssA), and would ask unanimous
consent that he be allowed to control
said time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 6 minutes to the spon-
sor of the resolution, the distinguished
gentleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN).
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Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, thanks to the subcommittee chair-
man, Congressman HOWARD BERMAN. I
thank you much for the many things
that you have done.

Mr. Speaker, I also think it appro-
priate to thank today chairman JOHN
CONYERS of the Judiciary Committee
for assisting in this and causing this
piece of legislation to move forward
quickly. I thank Senator HILLARY
CLINTON and the more than 20 cospon-
sors in the United States Senate.

My understanding is that companion
legislation will be filed there today. We
would like to thank the 117 cosponsors
in the U.S. House of Representatives,
all of whom believe that this legisla-
tion is exceedingly important. And, of
course, I would like to thank last
year’s cosponsor with me, the ranking
member of the Judiciary Committee,
Congressman JAMES SENSENBRENNER.

Mr. Speaker, there are many organi-
zations that have endorsed this legisla-
tion: the American Jewish Committee;
the ADL, the Anti-Defamation League;
LULAC, the League of United Latin
American Citizens; and NCLR, the Na-
tional Council of La Raza.

Today, H. Con. Res. 44 honors the
NAACP for 98 years of service to Amer-
ica. Mr. Speaker, that is 98 years of up-
holding the constitutional notion of
government of the people, by the peo-
ple, and for the people. That is 98 years
of standing on the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the premise that all per-
sons are created equal; 98 years, Mr.
Speaker, of saluting the proposition in
the Pledge of Allegiance that we are in-
deed one Nation, with liberty and jus-
tice for all.

I thank God, Mr. Speaker, for the
NAACP and those brave souls who as-
sembled 98 years ago today on Feb-
ruary 12, 1909, a group of people who
met to fight for the rights of black peo-
ple. They were an integrated group,
both black and white, who believed in
the Constitution of the United States
of America.

And while we must remember that
the NAACP was founded to make de-
mocracy work for black people, we
shouldn’t forget that it was Mary
White Ovington, a white woman, who is
said to have hosted the founders meet-
ing. And we shouldn’t forget that she
did this in response to William English
Walling, a white man who wrote an ar-
ticle asking citizens to rally in support
of African Americans.

We don’t forget in the NAACP, and
we should never forget, the fact that
this organization has never been a
black-only organization. So, today, I
salute the NAACP-ers, current and
those who have gone on for their great
work in this great country. I want to
salute them by remembering those who
are black, but I also pledge that we will
never forget those who are white.

So as we remember Dr. Louis T.
Wright, who in 1935 became the first
black NAACP board Chair, we should
not forget Oswald Garrison Villard, the
white man who in 1911 became the very
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first Chair of the board of the NAACP.
You see, there were two white NAACP
board Chairs, Oswald Villard and Joel
Spingarn, before we had a black
NAACP board Chair.

And I believe we should remember
James Weldon Johnson. He was the
first black executive secretary and di-
rector of the NAACP. However, we
should never forget Francis Blascon
and Mary White Ovington, along with
Mary Nurney and Royall Nash, all of
whom were white and served before
James Weldon Johnson.

Let us remember the brilliant lawyer
and Supreme Court Justice, Thurgood
Marshall. However, we should not for-
get Arthur Spingarn, the white
NAACP-er who donated large sums of
money and raised even more money for
the NAACP Legal Redress Committee.
While Thurgood Marshall was a great
litigator, and he was, we should never
forget that the Spingarns were great
donators and made it possible for a lot
of the litigation to take place.

I will remember and I beg that we all
remember Medgar Evers, the black
NAACP field representative who was
assassinated in his front yard in 1963.
However, we shouldn’t forget John R.
Shillady, the white NAACP executive
secretary, because he was beaten by a
mob in Austin, Texas, and he never re-
covered.

Through the efforts of a multiracial,
religiously diverse and ethnically in-
clusive group, the NAACP has made
great contributions to our society: the
passage of the Voting Rights Act; the
passage of the Civil Rights Act; the
Fair Housing Act of 1968; filed and won
many lawsuits, including Brown v.
Board of Education; Shelley V.
Kraemer; and recently contributed mil-
lions of dollars to assist the Hurricane
Katrina victims.

So today we can literally say we eat
where we eat, we live where we live and
we sleep where we sleep in part due to
the NAACP, and we are grateful that
they have been there for us.

Mr. Speaker, I beg that all of my col-
leagues will support this resolution.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res. 44 is and
should be about the NAACP, but it is
also about a history of a struggle, not
just the 98 years that the NAACP has
been pushing and prodding this body,
the courts and the executive branch for
fairness for all people, all people in the
United States, but for the history of
this struggle. Whether it is the
Marbury v. Madison decision, or the
dreaded Dred Scott decision, the Court
has had to be prodded by the public,
the Congress has had to be prodded by
the public, and, yes, just as with Harry
S. Truman, the President has had to be
prodded by the public. No organization
in American history has sustained the
consistent legacy of being an effective
prod to the government greater than
the NAACP.

So I join with my colleagues on a bi-
partisan and undoubtedly bicameral
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basis to celebrate this 98 years and the
struggle that it represents.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored to rise to congratulate the NAACP on
its 98th Anniversary. As the Nation’s oldest
civil rights organization, the NAACP has for 98
years fought to ensure the political, edu-
cational, social and economic equality of all
persons, so that all may share and participate
in this country’s great Democracy.

The NAACP was founded by a multiracial
group of activists who answered “The Call” for
a national conference to discuss the civil and
political rights of African Americans. This con-
ference was in response to the race riots that
took place in Springfield, lllinois in the summer
of 1908. Since that time, the NAACP has
sought to ensure equal rights for all citizens
and to eliminate race prejudice in the United
States by working to improve the democratic
process and by seeking the enactment and
enforcement of laws that secure civil rights.
The NAACP also acts as a watchdog and in-
forms the public of the adverse effects of dis-
crimination. The NAACP also educates the
public about their constitutional rights, and
when necessary, undertakes court cases to
enforce and secure those rights.

The NAACP has a long and impressive his-
tory of activism and has contributed greatly to
shaping America as we know it today. One of
its first legislative initiatives was an anti-lynch-
ing campaign in the early 1900s. In the 1940s,
the NAACP was influential in President Roo-
sevelt’s decision to issue an Executive Order
prohibiting discrimination in contracts with the
Department of Defense and in President Tru-
man’s decision to issue an Executive Order
ending discrimination in the military. In the
1950s, the NAACP worked to bring an end to
segregation in public schools; that work cul-
minated in the case of Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation. In the 1960s, the NAACP worked to
raise support for the passage of the Civil
Rights Act. In the 1970s, it helped expand
voter participation through voter registration ef-
forts. And the list goes on.

Today, the NAACP continues to eliminate
race prejudice whenever it rears its ugly head.
It continues to act as a watchdog to protect
the civil rights of all people. And it educates
the public about civil rights so that future gen-
erations will know tolerance and equality as
the norm, rather than the exception.

| am proud to be a Diamond Life Member of
the NAACP and to have served as a Branch
President of the Newport News Chapter.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the NAACP on
98 years of service to our great country and
its people, and | wish them another successful
98 years.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People on its 98th Anniversary. In 1909 the
founder of the NAACP came together with the
purpose of promoting the rights guaranteed
under the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments
to the Constitution. Today, the NAACP works
to ensure that all individuals have equal rights
and to eradicate racial hatred and discrimina-
tion.

The NAACP has influenced some of the
greatest civil rights victories of the last cen-
tury, including: integration of schools and the
Brown v. Board decision; the Voting Rights
Act; striking down segregation; and the Equal
Employment Opportunity Act.
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Despite the advancements of the past 98
years under the leadership of the NAACP,
there is still much work to be done. The
NAACP continues to promote new ideas and
leadership in the fields of educational and em-
ployment opportunities, ending health care dis-
parities, and economic empowerment.

The NAACP instilled in America a sense of
consciousness, and continues to do that today
through the thousands of individuals who con-
tinue to fight for equality and justice.

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute to the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) as we celebrate the
98th anniversary of their inception.

Since 1909, the NAACP has been a leader
in advancing civil rights and has sought to re-
move all barriers of racial discrimination
through their use of legal and moral persua-
sion.

This organization has provided communities
around the United States with strong and pas-
sionate leaders who have fought for social
change. Among these organizations, it is an
honor to note that California is home to 72
branches and youth units, each providing in-
spiration to their respective communities.

As we celebrate the accomplishments of the
NAACP, we must also honor the values upon
which it was founded, for there is much work
left to be done, and the same tireless dedica-
tion and clarity of purpose will be required to
continue onward.

| commend the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People for being
champions of social justice and for their tire-
less efforts for almost a century. | look forward
to celebrating their centennial in two years.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of H. Con. Res. 44, which
gives fitting honor and praise to the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People on the occasion of the 98th anniver-
sary of its founding.

The NAACP is the oldest, largest, most his-
toric and most influential civil rights organiza-
tion in the United States. First organized in
1905, the group was known as the Niagara
Movement when they began meeting at a
hotel situated on the Canadian side of the Ni-
agara Falls. They had to meet in Canada be-
cause American hotels in Niagara Falls were
segregated. Under the leadership of the Har-
vard-educated scholar, the great W.E.B.
DuBois, the group would later be known as
the National Negro Committee before finally
adopting the name by which it has been
known for the last 98 years—the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored
People, or NAACP—at its second conference
in 1910.

The first official meeting was held in 1909
exactly 98 years ago today: February 12, the
centennial of the birth of President Abraham
Lincoln. The mission of the association was
clearly delineated in its charter:

To promote equality of rights and to eradi-
cate caste or race prejudice among the citi-
zens of the United States; to advance the in-
terest of colored citizens; to secure for them
impartial suffrage; and to increase their oppor-
tunities for securing justice in the courts, edu-
cation for the children, employment according
to their ability and complete equality before
law.

For nearly a century, the NAACP has
stayed true to its charter and championed the
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cause of justice and equality in America. It has
fought valiantly and tirelessly on behalf of Afri-
can Americans and others to secure their civil
rights and liberties and the full measure of jus-
tice and equality for all.

At a time when African Americans were
treated as second-class citizens and the
scourge of slavery was still rampant, the
NAACP emerged to ensure that the rights, in-
terests and voices of African Americans did
not go unheard.

As Chair for the Congressional Children’s
Caucus, | am especially concerned with fair
access to quality education for today’s youth.
| am personally grateful to the NAACP for its
leadership in winning the greatest legal victory
for civil rights in American history: the 1954
landmark decision in Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation, 347 U.S. 483 (1954), in which the Su-
preme Court struck down de jure segregation
in elementary schools. NAACP General Coun-
sel Thurgood Marshall, who would later be-
come the first African American associate jus-
tice of the Supreme Court, forcefully argued
and persuaded the Court to rule unanimously
that in the field of public education, “separate
but equal” was inherently unequal. That deci-
sion gave hope to millions of Americans that
their children might enjoy the full promise of
America that had been denied their forebears
for more than three centuries.

The NAACP used the Supreme Court’s de-
cision in Brown to press for desegregation of
schools and public facilities throughout the
country. In 1955, Rosa Parks was arrested
and fined for refusing to give up her seat to a
white man in Montgomery, Alabama. Her act
of civil disobedience triggered the Montgomery
Bus Boycott, one of the largest and most suc-
cessful mass movements against racial seg-
regation in history and ignited the Civil Rights
Movement. Daisy Bates spearheaded the
campaign by the Little Rock Nine to integrate
Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas.

The NAACP remains committed to achiev-
ing its goals through nonviolence, the legal
process, and moral and political suasion, and
through direct actions such as marches, dem-
onstrations, and boycotts to give voice to the
hopes and aspirations of African Americans
and others who lack the power to make their
voices heard.

There is still a need for justice and equal
treatment for African Americans and other vul-
nerable populations in our country. Thankfully,
the NAACP is alive, well, vital, and effective.
| am grateful for the many fights for equality
that the organization has won, and thankful
that the NAACP will be there in the future to
champion the cause of justice wherever and
whenever it needs a spokesman.

Happy birthday, NAACP and thank you for
all you have done to make our country better.
| urge all Members to join me in supporting H.
Con. Res. 44.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Con. Res. 44.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE 65TH ANNIVERSARY OF
EXECUTIVE ORDER 9066 AND
SUPPORTING AND RECOGNIZING
A NATIONAL DAY OF REMEM-
BRANCE

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 122) recognizing the
significance of the 65th anniversary of
the signing of Executive Order 9066 by
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and
supporting the goals of the Japanese
American, German American, and
Italian American communities in rec-
ognizing a National Day of Remem-
brance to increase public awareness of
the events surrounding the restriction,
exclusion, and internment of individ-
uals and families during World War II.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 122

Whereas President Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt signed Executive Order 9066 on Feb-
ruary 19, 1942, which authorized the exclu-
sion of 120,000 Japanese Americans and legal
resident aliens from the West coast of the
United States and the internment of United
States citizens and legal permanent resi-
dents of Japanese ancestry in internment
camps during World War II;

Whereas the freedom of Italian Americans
and German Americans was also restricted
during World War II by measures that brand-
ed them enemy aliens and included required
identification cards, travel restrictions, sei-
zure of personal property, and internment;

Whereas President Gerald Ford formally
rescinded Executive Order 9066 on February
19, 1976, in his speech, ‘“‘An American Prom-
ise’’;

Whereas Congress adopted legislation
which was signed by President Jimmy Carter
on July 31, 1980, establishing the Commission
on Wartime Relocation and Internment of
Civilians to investigate the claim that the
incarceration of Japanese Americans and
legal resident aliens during World War II was
justified by military necessity;

Whereas the Commission held 20 days of
hearings and heard from over 750 witnesses
on this matter and published its findings in
a report entitled ‘‘Personal Justice Denied’’;

Whereas the conclusion of the commission
was that the promulgation of Executive
Order 9066 was not justified by military ne-
cessity, and that the decision to issue the
order was shaped by ‘‘race prejudice, war
hysteria, and a failure of political leader-
ship”’;

Whereas Congress enacted the Civil Lib-
erties Act of 1988, in which it apologized on
behalf of the Nation for ‘‘fundamental viola-
tions of the basic civil liberties and constitu-
tional rights of these individuals of Japanese
ancestry’’;

Whereas President Ronald Reagan signed
the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 into law on
August 10, 1988, proclaiming that day to be a
‘‘great day for America’’;

Whereas the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 es-
tablished the Civil Liberties Public Edu-
cation Fund, the purpose of which is ‘‘to
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sponsor research and public educational ac-
tivities and to publish and distribute the
hearings, findings, and recommendations of
the Commission on Wartime Relocation and
Internment of Civilians so that the events
surrounding the exclusion, forced removal,
and internment of civilians and permanent
resident aliens of Japanese ancestry will be
remembered, and so that the causes and cir-
cumstances of this and similar events may
be illuminated and understood’’;

Whereas Congress adopted the Wartime
Violation of Italian Americans Civil Lib-
erties Act, which was signed by President
Bill Clinton on November 7, 2000, and which
resulted in a report containing detailed in-
formation on the types of violations that oc-
curred, as well as lists of individuals of
Italian ancestry that were arrested, de-
tained, and interned;

Whereas the Japanese American commu-
nity recognizes a National Day of Remem-
brance on February 19th of each year to edu-
cate the public about the lessons learned
from the internment to ensure that it never
happens again;

Whereas H.R. 1492 (Public Law 109-441) was
passed by Congress and signed into law in
2006, to allow the government to identify and
acquire sites used to confine Japanese Amer-
icans during World War II, in order to pre-
serve and maintain these historic locations
for posterity and inspire new generations of
Americans to work for justice while dem-
onstrating the Nation’s commitment to
equal and fair treatment for all; and

Whereas the Day of Remembrance provides
an opportunity for all people to reflect on
the importance of political leadership and
vigilance and on the values of justice and
civil rights during times of uncertainty and
emergency: Now, therefore, be it:

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the historical significance of
February 19, 1942, the date Executive Order
9066 was signed by President Roosevelt, re-
stricting the freedom of Japanese Ameri-
cans, German Americans, and Italian Ameri-
cans, and legal resident aliens through re-
quired identification cards, travel restric-
tions, seizure of personal property, and in-
ternment; and

(2) supports the goals of the Japanese
American, German American, and Italian
American communities in recognizing a Na-
tional Day of Remembrance to increase pub-
lic awareness of these events.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. BERMAN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on H. Res. 122.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
but no more than 3 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in favor of
House Resolution 122. Sixty-five years
ago, President Roosevelt signed Execu-
tive Order 9066, leading to the deten-
tion of approximately 120,000 Japanese
Americans. They were forced to live in
isolated camps, to sell or lease their
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property, often at huge losses, and to
give up their businesses and liveli-
hoods. The freedom and civil liberties
of Italian and German Americans were
also violated during World War II by
measures that branded them enemy
aliens and went as far as restricting
their movement and seizing their per-
sonal property. Thirty years passed be-
fore Executive Order 9066 was formally
rescinded in 1976.

House Resolution 122 recognizes the
devastating impact of that executive
order. The resolution also supports and
commends the efforts of the Japanese,
Italian and German American commu-
nities in recognizing a National Day of
Remembrance for their history of re-
striction, exclusion and internment
during World War II. The failure of our
political and judicial system to prevent
the injustices against them still rever-
berates today.

The decision to intern Japanese
Americans was based not on evidence,
but rather on fear and panic. In 1980,
Congress established a Commission on
Wartime Relocation and Internment of
Civilians. That commission, after con-
ducting 20 days of hearings and receiv-
ing testimony from over 750 witnesses,
concluded that Executive Order 9066
was not justified by military necessity,
but resulted from ‘‘race prejudice, war
hysteria, and a failure of political lead-
ership.”

In 1988, Congress enacted, and I was
proud to be here and a part of that
fight, the Civil Liberties Act to for-
mally acknowledge and apologize for
violations of fundamental civil 1lib-
erties and constitutional rights of
these Japanese Americans.
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In 2000, President Clinton signed the
Wartime Violation of Italian Ameri-
cans Civil Liberties Act, which for-
mally acknowledged civil liberty viola-
tions against Italian Americans.

The most honorable and principled
way to show respect to those Ameri-
cans who suffered injustices during
World War II is to dedicate ourselves to
fighting for the fundamental American
principles of liberty of which their mis-
treatment remains to this day a glar-
ing reminder.

Once again, I want to join with my
colleagues in recognizing the very im-
portant work of the Japanese Amer-
ican, the German American and the
Italian American communities in rais-
ing awareness of the National Day of
Remembrance, and to particularly
commend Representative HONDA for his
efforts in bringing this resolution to
the floor.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H. Res. 122 which
recognizes the tragic significance of
Executive Order 9066 signed by Presi-
dent Franklin Delano Roosevelt to au-
thorize the internment of Japanese
Americans at the beginning of World
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