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This is no place for political games to be
played; the KBI office should never be used
as a means of passing out a payback or IOU
for some previous political or monetary
favor.

————

TAIWAN PRESIDENT CHEN SHUI
BIAN’S VISIT TO THE UNITED
STATES

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to applaud our government’s decision to
allow Taiwan President Chen Shui Bian to visit
the United States earlier this month. As you
know, President Chen visited both Los Ange-
les and San Francisco as part of a larger
North American trip.

Unfortunately, Madam Speaker, the govern-
ment of Mexico was not nearly as hospitable
to our democratically elected friend.

While President Chen was on his way to
Los Angeles, however, he was informed by
Mexican authorities that his plane was prohib-
ited from flying over Mexican air space. This
unexpected notification forced the President’s
plane to make a detour over the Pacific
Ocean, extending his flight time to Los Ange-
les from 5 to 10 hours. This arbitrary decision
delayed some of President Chen’s meetings
with U.S. officials, and more importantly, put
President Chen and the other passengers on
his plane in danger.

Mexico had given Chen permission to fly
over Mexican air space on Chen’s way to
Nicaragua, so why did Mexican officials refuse
to grant Taiwan’s democratically elected Presi-
dent the same courtesy on his return flight? |
think we all know the answer to this question,
Madam Speaker.

In all likelihood, Mexico’s sudden change of
heart is attributable to pressure exerted by the
People’s Republic of China. Beijing has been
relentless in its efforts to isolate our demo-
cratic friends on Taiwan, and this shameless
move by the mainland is just the latest in a
long series of indignities that the Beijing au-
thorities have visited on the Taiwanese peo-
ple.

Madam Speaker, communist China is al-
ways quick to talk about how much they re-
spect the “Taiwan Compatriots” across the
Taiwan Strait. Unfortunately, their hostile ac-
tions never reflect that deceptively rosy rhet-
oric. By continuing to insult and disrespect
Taiwan’s democratic government, China in-
sults and disrespects the people of Taiwan
who elected that government.

By outsourcing their campaign of intimida-
tion to other countries like Mexico—who seem
more than willing to subcontract their foreign
policy to Beijing—China continues to drive the
people of Taiwan further and further away.

| hope that the next time Taiwan’s demo-
cratically elected president visits the United
States; we can host him here in Washington.

And finally, Madam Speaker, | hope next
time Taiwan’s democratically elected president
visits North America, that other democratic
countries in our region will treat him with the
courtesy and respect they would afford to any
other democratically elected head of state.
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TRIBUTE TO GENERAL ROBERT E.
LEE

HON. JIM MARSHALL

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to General Robert E. Lee
in celebration of the bicentennial of his birth-
day. A U.S. war hero, Lee has been lauded by
past presidents and historians and as one of
our nation’s greatest men and greatest gen-
erals.

His birthday has been celebrated in Georgia
as a state holiday since 1889 and the Georgia
Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans
will be marking the occasion this year with a
birthday celebration at the Georgia State Cap-
itol. It is my pleasure to also recognize this
event within our nation’s Capitol.

Robert Edward Lee was born on January
19, 1807, in Virginia to parents who played in-
strumental in some of our country’s early his-
tory.

Lee also dedicated himself to his country—
graduating from the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point and accepting a commission as a
2nd Lieutenant with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Lee’s first assignment was in Geor-
gia, where he supervised the construction of
Fort Pulaski on Cockspur Island.

While Lee is probably best remembered as
a commanding officer in the Confederate
States Army, he also played a key role in de-
fending our country during the Mexican-Amer-
ican War, protecting settlers on the Texas
frontier and educating future leaders as super-
intendent of West Point.

Following the Civil War, Lee accepted a po-
sition as president of Washington College in
Lexington, Virginia. As president, Lee worked
to rebuild the war-ravaged South and stressed
the importance of moving forward as a nation
of united Americans. Lee also is credited with
transforming the college, which has since
been renamed Washington and Lee Univer-
sity, into one of the nation’s finest institutions
of higher education.

Lee continued to serve as president of
Washington College until his death on October
12, 1870. Years later during the unveiling of
the Robert E. Lee Memorial Statue, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt would call Lee “one of
our greatest American Christians and one of
our greatest American gentlemen.”

Madam Speaker, | am confident my col-
leagues will join me in recognizing the accom-
plishments of this great American.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF RABBI WIL-
LIAM ABRAHAM GREENEBAUM II
ON HIS 50TH YEAR AS A RABBI

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge the achievements of Rabbi William
A. Greenebaum of Monterey County, CA, who
is celebrating 50 years in the Rabbinate. From
the American Civil Rights movement to the Al-
locations Panel for United Way, Rabbi
Greenebaum has spent his days working to
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improve the lives and spirits of the elderly, the
powerless, and the poor.

Rabbi Greenebaum was born in Philadel-
phia to a rabbinical family that included a
grandfather and great uncle who held promi-
nent positions in the Jewish community. Rabbi
Greenebaum received his bachelor’s degree in
Ancient and Medieval History from the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati in 1948, and earned bach-
elor's and master’'s degrees in Hebrew Letters
as well as a Doctor of Divinity Honorus Causa
from the Hebrew Union College in 1957.

Shortly after his ordination as a rabbi from
the Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, Rabbi
Greenebaum enlisted in the U.S. Air Force
and served as Jewish Chaplain for two years
in San Antonio, Texas. After his military serv-
ice, he served in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as
Assistant Rabbi, led Congregation Beth Torah
in their efforts to build a synagogue in Prairie
Village/Overland Park, Kansas, served as
Rabbi in Flint, Michigan, and also in Fremont,
California, where he met Nancy, his wonderful
wife of 35 years.

In 1972, Rabbi Greenebaum enlisted in the
active duty U.S. Army and served as Chaplain
in Columbia, South Carolina, Heidelberg, Ger-
many, and Monterey, California. After his re-
tirement in 1990, he continued to serve as a
civilian chaplain to the Jewish military commu-
nity in the Monterey Bay region until 2001.

Since his retirement in 1990, Rabbi
Greenebaum has continued to serve the Mon-
terey Bay Area full time; as a member of the
Board of Directors and substitute rabbi for
Congregation Beth Israel in Carmel Valley; in-
terim rabbi for Temple Beth El in Salinas, Cali-
fornia; as Assistant District Commissioner for
the Boy Scouts of America; as a Monterey
County Civil Grand Juror; and as a member of
the distinguished Allocations Panel for the
Monterey County chapter of the United Way.
Rabbi Greenebaum also spends many hours
visiting the sick, elderly, and others in his
community who are in need of spiritual com-
fort.

In the 1960’s, Rabbi Greenebaum met Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. when they both ad-
dressed the National Bar Association Conven-
tion in Milwaukee. In 1969, he was appointed
Chairman of the Flint, Michigan, Human Rela-
tions Commission and served as President of
the Flint Ministerial Association. He served as
volunteer Jewish Chaplain at the Kansas State
Prison and at the Federal Penitentiary in Leav-
enworth. In 1962, the mayor of Kansas City
appointed Rabbi Greenebaum to the Cuban
Refugee Committee where he helped the city
prepare for and welcome more than one hun-
dred Cuban refugees to Missouri.

The principle of Tikkun Olam, “world repair”
through social action and justice, has guided
the actions of Rabbi Greenebaum throughout
his life. As a prominent community leader,
human rights activist, and helping friend, he
has given countless hours, tears, and mo-
ments of laughter to many who would other-
wise have suffered alone, while building reli-
gious and civil institutions to support spiritual
values and integrity in every sphere of our
community lives.

Madam Speaker, | ask all of my colleagues
to join me in honoring Rabbi William A.
Greenebaum for more than fifty years of out-
standing dedication and public service. His
deeds are a strong example and inspiration to
us all.
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