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January 18, 2007

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that there be a pe-
riod for morning business with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE RULES
OF PROCEDURE

Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, pur-
suant to rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, I submit
for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD the rules of the Committee on
Finance for the 110th Congress, adopted
by the committee on January 17, 2007.
I ask unanimous consent that the rules
be printed.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
I. RULES OF PROCEDURE
(Adopted January 17, 2007)

Rule 1. Regular Meeting Days.—The regular
meeting day of the committee shall be the
second and fourth Tuesday of each month,
except that if there be no business before the
committee the regular meeting shall be
omitted.

Rule 2. Committee Meetings.—(a) Except as
provided by paragraph 3 of Rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate (relating to
special meetings called by a majority of the
committee) and subsection (b) of this rule,
committee meetings, for the conduct of busi-
ness, for the purpose of holding hearings, or
for any other purpose, shall be called by the
chairman after consultation with the rank-
ing minority member. Members will be noti-
fied of committee meetings at least 48 hours
in advance, unless the chairman determines
that an emergency situation requires a
meeting on shorter notice. The notification
will include a written agenda together with
materials prepared by the staff relating to
that agenda. After the agenda for a com-
mittee meeting is published and distributed,
no nongermane items may be brought up
during that meeting unless at least two-
thirds of the members present agree to con-
sider those items.

(b) In the absence of the chairman, meet-
ings of the committee may be called by the
ranking majority member of the committee
who is present, provided authority to call
meetings has been delegated to such member
by the chairman.

Rule 3. Presiding Officer.—(a) The chairman
shall preside at all meetings and hearings of
the committee except that in his absence the
ranking majority member who is present at
the meeting shall preside.

(b) Notwithstanding the rule prescribed by
subsection (a) any member of the committee
may preside over the conduct of a hearing.

Rule 4. Quorums.—(a) Except as provided in
subsection (b) one-third of the membership
of the committee, including not less than
one member of the majority party and one
member of the minority party, shall con-
stitute a quorum for the conduct of business.

(b) Notwithstanding the rule prescribed by
subsection (a), one member shall constitute
a quorum for the purpose of conducting a
hearing.

Rule 5. Reporting of Measures or Rec-
ommendations.—No measure or recommenda-
tion shall be reported from the committee
unless a majority of the committee is actu-
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ally present and a majority of those present
concur.

Rule 6. Proxy Voting; Polling.—(a) Except as
provided by paragraph 7(a)(3) of Rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules of the Senate (relating
to limitation on use of proxy voting to re-
port a measure or matter), members who are
unable to be present may have their vote re-
corded by proxy.

(b) At the discretion of the committee,
members who are unable to be present and
whose vote has not been cast by proxy may
be polled for the purpose of recording their
vote on any rollcall taken by the committee.

Rule 7. Order of Motions.—When several
motions are before the committee dealing
with related or overlapping matters, the
chairman may specify the order in which the
motions shall be voted upon.

Rule 8. Bringing a Matter to a Vote.—If the
chairman determines that a motion or
amendment has been adequately debated, he
may call for a vote on such motion or
amendment, and the vote shall then be
taken, unless the committee votes to con-
tinue debate on such motion or amendment,
as the case may be. The vote on a motion to
continue debate on any motion or amend-
ment shall be taken without debate.

Rule 9. Public Announcement of Committee
Votes.—Pursuant to paragraph 7(b) of Rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate
(relating to public announcement of votes),
the results of rollcall votes taken by the
committee on any measure (or amendment
thereto) or matter shall be announced pub-
licly not later than the day on which such
measure or matter is ordered reported from
the committee.

Rule 10. Subpoenas.—Witnesses and memo-
randa, documents, and records may be sub-
poenaed by the chairman of the committee
with the agreement of the ranking minority
member or by a majority vote of the com-
mittee. Subpoenas for attendance of wit-
nesses and the production of memoranda,
documents, and records shall be issued by
the chairman, or by any other member of the
committee designated by him.

Rule 11. Nominations.—In considering a
nomination, the Committee may conduct an
investigation or review of the nominee’s ex-
perience, qualifications, and suitability, to
serve in the position to which he or she has
been nominated. To aid in such investigation
or review, each nominee may be required to
submit a sworn detailed statement including
biographical, financial, policy, and other in-
formation which the Committee may re-
quest. The Committee may specify which
items in such statement are to be received
on a confidential basis. Witnesses called to
testify on the nomination may be required to
testify under oath.

Rule 12. Open Committee Hearings.—To the
extent required by paragraph 5 of Rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules of the Senate (relating
to limitations on open hearings), each hear-
ing conducted by the committee shall be
open to the public.

Rule 13. Announcement of Hearings.—The
committee shall undertake consistent with
the provisions of paragraph 4(a) of Rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate
(relating to public notice of committee hear-
ings) to issue public announcements of hear-
ings it intends to hold at least one week
prior to the commencement of such hearings.

Rule 14. Witnesses at Hearings.—(a) Each
witness who is scheduled to testify at any
hearing must submit his written testimony
to the staff director not later than noon of
the business day immediately before the last
business day preceding the day on which he
is scheduled to appear. Such written testi-
mony shall be accompanied by a brief sum-
mary of the principal points covered in the
written testimony. Having submitted his
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written testimony, the witness shall be al-
lowed not more than ten minutes for oral
presentation of his statement.

(b) Witnesses may not read their entire
written testimony, but must confine their
oral presentation to a summarization of
their arguments.

(c) Witnesses shall observe proper stand-
ards of dignity, decorum and propriety while
presenting their views to the committee.
Any witness who violates this rule shall be
dismissed, and his testimony (both oral and
written) shall not appear in the record of the
hearing.

(d) In scheduling witnesses for hearings,
the staff shall attempt to schedule witnesses
so as to attain a balance of views early in
the hearings. Every member of the com-
mittee may designate witnesses who will ap-
pear before the committee to testify. To the
extent that a witness designated by a mem-
ber cannot be scheduled to testify during the
time set aside for the hearing, a special time
will be set aside for the witness to testify if
the member designating that witness is
available at that time to chair the hearing.

Rule 15. Audiences.—Persons admitted into
the audience for open hearings of the com-
mittee shall conduct themselves with the
dignity, decorum, courtesy and propriety
traditionally observed by the Senate. Dem-
onstrations of approval or disapproval of any
statement or act by any member or witness
are not allowed. Persons creating confusion
or distractions or otherwise disrupting the
orderly proceeding of the hearing shall be ex-
pelled from the hearing.

Rule 16. Broadcasting of Hearings.—

(a) Broadcasting of open hearings by tele-
vision or radio coverage shall be allowed
upon approval by the chairman of a request
filed with the staff director not later than
noon of the day before the day on which such
coverage is desired.

(b) If such approval is granted, broad-
casting coverage of the hearing shall be con-
ducted unobtrusively and in accordance with
the standards of dignity, propriety, courtesy
and decorum traditionally observed by the
Senate.

(c) Equipment necessary for coverage by
television and radio media shall not be in-
stalled in, or removed from, the hearing
room while the committee is in session.

(d) Additional lighting may be installed in
the hearing room by the media in order to
raise the ambient lighting level to the lowest
level necessary to provide adequate tele-
vision coverage of the hearing at the then
current state of the art of television cov-
erage.

(e) The additional lighting authorized by
subsection (d) of this rule shall not be di-
rected into the eyes of any members of the
committee or of any witness, and at the re-
quest of any such member or witness, offend-
ing lighting shall be extinguished.

(f) No witness shall be required to be pho-
tographed at any hearing or to give testi-
mony while the broadcasting (or coverage) of
that hearing is being conducted. At the re-
quest of any such witness who does not wish
to be subjected to radio or television cov-
erage, all equipment used for coverage shall
be turned off.

Rule 17. Subcommittees.—(a) The chairman,
subject to the approval of the committee,
shall appoint legislative subcommittees. The
ranking minority member shall recommend
to the chairman appointment of minority
members to the subcommittees. All legisla-
tion shall be kept on the full committee cal-
endar unless a majority of the members
present and voting agree to refer specific leg-
islation to an appropriate subcommittee.

(b) The chairman may limit the period dur-
ing which House-passed legislation referred
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to a subcommittee under paragraph (a) will
remain in that subcommittee. At the end of
that period, the legislation will be restored
to the full committee calendar. The period
referred to in the preceding sentences should
be 6 weeks, but may be extended in the event
that adjournment or a long recess is immi-
nent.

(c) All decisions of the chairman are sub-
ject to approval or modification by a major-
ity vote of the committee.

(d) The full committee may at any time by
majority vote of those members present dis-
charge a subcommittee from further consid-
eration of a specific piece of legislation.

(e) Because the Senate is constitutionally
prohibited from passing revenue legislation
originating in the Senate, subcommittees
may mark up legislation originating in the
Senate and referred to them under Rule 16(a)
to develop specific proposals for full com-
mittee consideration but may not report
such legislation to the full committee. The
preceding sentence does not apply to nonrev-
enue legislation originating in the Senate.

(f) The chairman and ranking minority
members shall serve as nonvoting ex officio
members of the subcommittees on which
they do not serve as voting members.

(g) Any member of the committee may at-
tend hearings held by any subcommittee and
question witnesses testifying before that
subcommittee.

(h) Subcommittee meeting times shall be
coordinated by the staff director to insure
that—

(1) no subcommittee meeting will be held
when the committee is in executive session,
except by unanimous consent;

(2) no more than one subcommittee will
meet when the full committee is holding
hearings; and

(3) not more than two subcommittees will
meet at the same time.

Notwithstanding paragraphs (2) and (3), a
subcommittee may meet when the full com-
mittee is holding hearings and two sub-
committees may meet at the same time only
upon the approval of the chairman and the
ranking minority member of the committee
and subcommittees involved.

(i) All nominations shall be considered by
the full committee.

(j) The chairman will attempt to schedule
reasonably frequent meetings of the full
committee to permit consideration of legis-
lation reported favorably to the committee
by the subcommittees.

Rule 18. Transcripts of Committee Meetings.—
An accurate record shall be kept of all mark-
ups of the committee, whether they be open
or closed to the public. This record, marked
as ‘‘uncorrected,” shall be available for in-
spection by Members of the Senate, or mem-
bers of the committee together with their
staffs, at any time. This record shall not be
published or made public in any way except:

(a) By majority vote of the committee
after all members of the committee have had
a reasonable opportunity to correct their re-
marks for grammatical errors or to accu-
rately reflect statements made.

(b) Any member may release his own re-
marks made in any markup of the com-
mittee provided that every member or wit-
ness whose remarks are contained in the re-
leased portion is given a reasonable oppor-
tunity before release to correct their re-
marks.

Notwithstanding the above, in the case of
the record of an executive session of the
committee that is closed to the public pursu-
ant to Rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of
the Senate, the record shall not be published
or made public in any way except by major-
ity vote of the committee after all members
of the committee have had a reasonable op-
portunity to correct their remarks for gram-
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matical errors or to accurately reflect state-
ments made.

Rule 19. Amendment of Rules.—The fore-
going rules may be added to, modified,
amended or suspended at any time.

————

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS
AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP RULES
OF PROCEDURE

Mr. KERRY. Madam President, Sen-
ate Standing Rule XXVI requires each
committee to adopt rules to govern the
procedures of the Committee and to
publish those rules in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD not later than March 1
of the first year of each Congress.
Today, January 18, 2007, the Committee
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship held a business meeting during
which the members of the committee
unanimously adopted rules to govern
the procedures of the committee. Con-
sistent with Standing Rule XXVI, I am
submitting for printing in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD a copy of the Rules
of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship for the
110th Congress.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES FOR THE COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSI-

NESS AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP—110TH CON-

GRESS

1. GENERAL

All applicable provisions of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, the Senate Resolutions,
and the Legislative Reorganization Acts of
1946 and of 1970 (as amended), shall govern
the Committee.

2. MEETINGS

(a) The regular meeting day of the Com-
mittee shall be the first Wednesday of each
month unless otherwise directed by the
Chairman. All other meetings may be called
by the Chairman as he or she deems nec-
essary, on 5 business days notice where prac-
ticable. If at least three Members of the
Committee desire the Chairman to call a
special meeting, they may file in the office
of the Committee a written request there-
fore, addressed to the Chairman. Imme-
diately thereafter, the Clerk of the Com-
mittee shall notify the Chairman of such re-
quest. If, within 3 calendar days after the fil-
ing of such request, the Chairman fails to
call the requested special meeting, which is
to be held within 7 calendar days after the
filing of such request, a majority of the Com-
mittee Members may file in the Office of the
Committee their written notice that a spe-
cial Committee meeting will be held, speci-
fying the date, hour and place thereof, and
the Committee shall meet at that time and
place. Immediately upon the filing of such
notice, the Clerk of the Committee shall no-
tify all Committee Members that such spe-
cial meeting will be held and inform them of
its date, hour and place. If the Chairman is
not present at any regular, additional or spe-
cial meeting, such member of the Committee
as the Chairman shall designate shall pre-
side.

(b) It shall not be in order for the Com-
mittee to consider any amendment in the
first degree proposed to any measure under
consideration by the Committee unless thir-
ty written copies of such amendment have
been delivered to the Clerk of the Committee
at least 2 business days prior to the meeting.
This subsection may be waived by agreement
of the Chairman and Ranking Member or by
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a majority vote of the members of the Com-
mittee.

3. QUORUMS

(a)(1) A majority of the Members of the
Committee shall constitute a quorum for re-
porting any legislative measure or nomina-
tion.

(2) One-third of the Members of the Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of routine business, provided
that one Minority Member is present. The
term ‘‘routine business’ includes, but is not
limited to, the consideration of legislation
pending before the Committee and any
amendments thereto, and voting on such
amendments.

(3) In hearings, whether in public or closed
session, a quorum for the asking of testi-
mony, including sworn testimony, shall con-
sist of one Member of the Committee.

(b) Proxies will be permitted in voting
upon the business of the Committee by Mem-
bers who are unable to be present. To be
valid, proxies must be signed and assign the
right to vote on the date of the meeting to
one of the Members who will be present.
Proxies shall in no case be counted for estab-
lishing a quorum.

4. NOMINATIONS

In considering a nomination, the Com-
mittee shall conduct an investigation or re-
view of the nominee’s experience, qualifica-
tions, suitability, and integrity to serve in
the position to which he or she has been
nominated. In any hearings on the nomina-
tion, the nominee shall be called to testify
under oath on all matters relating to his or
her nomination for office. To aid in such in-
vestigation or review, each nominee may be
required to submit a sworn detailed state-
ment including biographical, financial, pol-
icy, and other information which the Com-
mittee may request. The Committee may
specify which items in such statement are to
be received on a confidential basis.

5. HEARINGS, SUBPOENAS, AND LEGAL COUNSEL

(a)(1) The Chairman of the Committee may
initiate a hearing of the Committee on his or
her authority or upon his or her approval of
a request by any Member of the Committee.
If such request is by the Ranking Member, a
decision shall be communicated to the Rank-
ing Member within 7 business days. Written
notice of all hearings, including the title, a
description of the hearing, and a tentative
witness list shall be given at least 5 business
days in advance, where practicable, to all
Members of the Committee.

(2) Hearings of the Committee shall not be
scheduled outside the District of Columbia
unless specifically authorized by the Chair-
man and the Ranking Minority Member or
by consent of a majority of the Committee.
Such consent may be given informally, with-
out a meeting, but must be in writing.

(b)(1) Any Member of the Committee shall
be empowered to administer the oath to any
witness testifying as to fact.

(2) The Chairman and Ranking Member
shall be empowered to call an equal number
of witnesses to a Committee hearing. Such
number shall exclude any Administration
witness unless such witness would be the
sole hearing witness, in which case the
Ranking Member shall be entitled to invite
one witness. The preceding two sentences
shall not apply when a witness appears as
the nominee. Interrogation of witnesses at
hearings shall be conducted on behalf of the
Committee by Members of the Committee or
such Committee staff as is authorized by the
Chairman or Ranking Minority Member.

(3) Witnesses appearing before the Com-
mittee shall file with the Clerk of the Com-
mittee a written statement of the prepared
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