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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JON 
TESTER, a Senator from the State of 
Montana. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, who calls out to us, help us 

to listen. May we hear Your voice in 
the beauties of this Earth and the glo-
ries of the skies. Whisper Your mes-
sages in the glory of a sunrise and the 
splendor of a sunset. Remind us of 
Your sovereignty in the orderly transi-
tion of the seasons. Speak, Lord, for we 
wait to hear Your voice. 

Speak to our Senators. Teach them 
Your plans and priorities. Show them 
Your paths. Remind them of the power 
of unfettered faith, hope, and love, as 
You awaken their sympathy for those 
who live without joy. Give them grace 
and courage to follow You. 

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable JON TESTER led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, January 11, 2007. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JON TESTER, a Sen-

ator from the State of Montana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. TESTER thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

Mr. REID. Thank you very much, Mr. 
President. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—H.R. 2 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my un-
derstanding that H.R. 2 is at the desk 
and is due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is correct. The clerk 
will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 2) to amend the Fair Labor 

Standards Act of 1938 to provide for an in-
crease in the Federal minimum wage. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to 
any further proceedings with respect to 
this bill at this time. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bill will 
be placed on the calendar. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we are 
going to be in a period of morning busi-
ness for 90 minutes. The Republicans 
will control the first 45 minutes, the 
majority will have the remaining 45 
minutes. Following this period of 
morning business, the Senate will re-
sume the ethics legislation that is 
pending before this body. 

Yesterday, I indicated we would vote 
this morning on the Stevens second-de-
gree amendment dealing with air-
planes. However, Senator STEVENS de-
cided to withdraw the amendment in 

preparation to file another one. There 
were some problems with that, as he 
indicated to me. I am sure he will have 
a new amendment soon. He is working 
with somebody on this side of the aisle, 
I understand, to come up with a sec-
ond-degree amendment. 

Other amendments offered yesterday 
are still pending, and, again, I hope we 
can move forward in disposing of these 
amendments. I think Senator DURBIN 
will be here soon—as soon as we have 
the opportunity after we finish morn-
ing business—to move to table some of 
the amendments dealing with appro-
priations matters. 

f 

WELCOMING THE PRESIDING 
OFFICER 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would 
also note that the Presiding Officer 
today is from the State of Montana. It 
is the first time the distinguished Sen-
ator has presided. We congratulate 
you. And I recognize the State of Mon-
tana is bigger than the State of Ne-
vada. 

I remember, with a lot of fondness, 
the first time I campaigned in the 
State of Montana. I was struck by how 
big that State is. We flew most all of 2 
days around that State and never got 
from one end to the other. It is a big 
State, and we are very grateful they 
have a big Senator representing it. 

f 

ETHICS AND LOBBYING REFORM 
LEGISLATION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the matters 
before the Senate have been here. 
There are no restrictions on any 
amendments that have been offered. 
We disposed of some campaign finance 
amendments that were offered yester-
day. I know the amendments were of-
fered in good faith, in good conscience 
by the authors of the amendments. I 
agree with the author of those amend-
ments, that we need to take a look at 
campaign finance reform, but I think it 
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