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WINNETT SCHOOL BLUE RIBBON
AWARD

eMr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I am
honored to speak to you today about a
school in my home State of Montana—
the Winnett School. The Department of
Education recently selected the
Winnett School as 1 of only 200 schools
across the country to receive a Blue
Ribbon. Winnett School, with just 95
students, is a wonderful example of
how dedication and effort can lead to
success in education.

To the students, teachers, parents,
and administrators at Winnett, I con-
gratulate you on receiving this award.
Being named a Blue Ribbon School is
one of the highest recognitions in our
country. With 120,000 schools nation-
wide, less than one-tenth of 1 percent
of all the schools are honored. Your
school is a model of success.

America today faces a world more in-
tensely competitive than ever in our
history. The coming decades will be a
race for economic leadership. If we are
to succeed in a global economy, we
must make education our focus. Noth-
ing is more important than providing
every Montanan with a solid education
and the tools needed to succeed in life.

Winnett School should be an example
to schools all over the country of what
we can do if we make a real commit-
ment to education. The students at
Winnett have set the standard for ex-
cellence that we must encourage and
expect at all schools.

I have always said that our Montana
schools are the best in the country.
And this week, the Department of Edu-
cation has formally recognized you as
such.

Winnett School has succeeded be-
cause of the investment that teachers,
students, parents and administrators
make in the importance of a high-qual-
ity education. I applaud the teachers
for their dedication to making sure
that every student can succeed. Your
energy is impressive and should be an
example of what we can do with the
support and commitment from the en-
tire community.

Your teachers go above and beyond
their curriculum requirements. Each
Monday the teachers meet at 8 a.m. to
talk about whether any student in the
whole school is at risk of falling be-
hind. If a student is struggling, the
staff together prepares a plan for the
student and enlists the parents’ help
and cooperation. This dedication to the
entire student community is evident in
your students’ commitment to edu-
cation and achievement in school. The
school dropout rate is zero and has
been for some time. The last student
who dropped out of school was over 10
years ago. That is way below the na-
tional dropout rate.

Not only do Winnett School students
stay in school, but they excel in a rig-
orous curriculum. All students take 4
years of math, science, English, his-
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tory, and government. Their test
scores demonstrate a commitment to
achievement—92 percent of sophomores
scored advanced or proficient in read-
ing and 90 percent rated advanced or
proficient in math.

Students at Winnett School—you de-
serve this award. With your excellent
education, you have no boundaries to
what you can accomplish. You are the
leaders of tomorrow.

Once again, congratulations on your
Blue Ribbon Award.e

—————

CONGRATULATING MR. BRANDON
WEBB

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I wish
to congratulate Mr. Brandon Webb of
Ashland, KY. Mr. Webb was recently
awarded the 2006 National League Cy
Young Award.

Mr. Webb graduated from Paul G.
Blazer High School in Ashland, KY,
and went on to play baseball for the
University of Kentucky. He began his
Major League career with the Arizona
Diamondbacks in 2003 and has since be-
come known for his devastating sinker.
This season, Mr. Webb went 16-8 with a
3.10 ERA and pitched in the 2006 Major
League All-Star Game.

Introduced in 1956 to honor the late
Hall of Fame pitcher Cy Young, the Cy
Young Award honors annually the best
pitcher in each league in Major League
Baseball. The prestigious award is
voted on by members of the Baseball
Writers Association of America.

As a former Major League pitcher, I
understand the strength and commit-
ment it takes to reach such a high
level of accomplishment. To be singled
out among so many great pitchers is
truly an honor.

I congratulate Mr. Webb on this
achievement. He is an inspiration to
the citizens of Kentucky and to aspir-
ing athletes everywhere. I look forward
to seeing all that he will accomplish in
the future. ®

————

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF MANDAN,
NORTH DAKOTA

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am
pleased to recognize a community in
North Dakota that celebrated its 125th
anniversary earlier this year. On Feb-
ruary 25, 2006, the residents of Mandan
kicked off a yearlong celebration of
their community’s history and found-
ing.

Mandan is a vibrant community in
west-central North Dakota, located
along the bank of the great Missouri
River in Morton County. With historic
roots dating back to 1100 A.D., when
the first Native American settlers ar-
rived, Mandan is rich with history. The
city of Mandan was incorporated on
February 25, 1881, and named for the
Mantani Indians, or ‘‘people of the
bank.” With the development of the
railroads and the close proximity to
the Missouri river, Mandan flourished
and became known as ‘‘Where the West
begins.”
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Today, with a population of more
than 16,000, Mandan remains tied to the
railroad, housing a major rail equip-
ment maintenance facility. It is also
home to the Hebron Brick factory,
which is not only the sole surviving
brick factory in the State, but is also
the oldest manufacturing company of
any kind in the entire State of North
Dakota. Mandan is known not only for
its historical roots, but also for its
beautiful scenery. Mandan has become
a magnet for hunters, fishermen, and
outdoor enthusiasts of all kinds.
Mandan is also home to Fort Lincoln
which once served as an important in-
fantry and cavalry post. It is from Fort
Lincoln that Lt. Col. George Arm-
strong Custer rode out on his ill-fated
expedition against the Sioux at the
Little Big Horn. Fort Lincoln is also
home to the On-A-Slant Mandan vil-
lage which has been located there for
more than 400 years.

To celebrate the 125th anniversary of
its founding, Mandan residents have
planned a full year’s worth of events,
which included a kick off party that
featured local artists, a kids’ carnival
and a music performance that rep-
resented all 125 years worth of local
music.

Mr. President, I ask the U.S. Senate
to join me in congratulating Mandan,
ND, and its residents on the first 125
years and in wishing them well
through the next century. By honoring
Mandan and all the other historic
towns of North Dakota, we keep the
great pioneering frontier spirit alive
for future generations. It is places such
as Mandan that have helped to shape
this country into what it is today,
which is why this fine community is
deserving of our recognition.

Mandan has a proud past and bright
future.o

———

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THOMPSON, NORTH DAKOTA

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize a community in
North Dakota that celebrated its 125th
anniversary. On July 7-9, the residents
of Thompson gathered to celebrate
their community’s history and found-
ing.

Thompson is a growing community
in eastern North Dakota, just 10 miles
south of Grand Forks. Settlers came to
the area as early as 1874. With the ar-
rival of the railroad 5 years later, more
pioneers came to settle in the region.
Founded in 1881 with the establishment
of a post office, the community name
was changed from Norton to Thompson
by residents to avoid potential confu-
sion with Norton, MN.

Thompson attracts people who like
small town living but hold jobs in the
nearby city. Thompson residents also
celebrate the values they instill upon
their children, because those are the
same values taught to them years ago.
The people of Thompson have worked
for a sense of community and, in doing
s0, have established ‘“‘“Thompson Days,”’
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