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graduated from San Jacinto Mountain View
High School in 2004. He is survived by his
mother Gloria Ayala and his father Timothy
Hoover.

Pablo Cerda was also in his second season
with the Forest Service. He graduated from
Los Amigos High School in Santa Ana in 2001
and attended Fire Academy of Riverside Com-
munity College. He is survived by his father
Pablo Cerda, Sr.

These five U.S. Forest Service firefighters
on Engine Crew 57 on the San Jacinto Rang-
er District were dispatched early on the morn-
ing of Thursday, October 26 to fight the
Esperanza fire. Taking a stand atop a ridge to
protect a home, the crew and their engine
were overcome when the fire raced up the
slope.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a litle more than
a month since the loss of these brave fire-
fighters, and their neighbors have overwhelm-
ingly shown their support through donations
and help for their families. They are sorely
missed by their communities, and by the
greater community of federal firefighters. | ask
my colleagues to please join in sending their
families our condolences, as well as our sense
of deep pride for those who dedicate them-
selves to such selfless public service.

———————

ON THE INTRODUCTION OF “THE
NORTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO
RURAL WATER PROJECTS ACT”

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce The Northwestern New
Mexico Rural Water Projects Act. This legisla-
tion, which was also introduced in the Senate
by my colleague from New Mexico Senator
Bingaman, will ratify the historic San Juan
River Settlement Agreement. This agreement,
signed by the Navajo Nation and the State of
New Mexico, will provide for the development
of a rural water system to address the water
needs of numerous New Mexicans, many of
them members of the Navajo Nation.

The settlement agreement, once ratified, will
resolve the Navajo Nation’s water rights with-
out litigation. It will also provide a water supply
for Gallup, New Mexico, and recognize author-
ized and existing uses of San Juan River
basin water. In exchange for relinquishing
some of their claims to water from the San
Juan River basin, the Navajo Nation will ben-
efit from water development projects which in-
clude the Navajo-Gallup project and the Nav-
ajo Nation Municipal pipeline. The pipeline will
convey water from the Animas-La Plata
project from the city of Farmington, New Mex-
ico, to numerous Navajo communities and the
city of Shiprock.

The Navajo Nation, the State of New Mex-
ico and many other residents of northwestern
New Mexico put a tremendous amount of work
into reaching an agreement that will provide a
more secure future for many vulnerable com-
munities. | am proud to be able to contribute
today to their efforts by introducing the House
companion bill and starting it down the path of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Congressional approval. | look forward to
working with my colleagues to pass this legis-
lation to move these important water projects
forward.

REMEMBERING BILLY EARL HIBBS

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, today it is my privi-
lege to honor the life of a dear friend, Billy
Earl Hibbs, who passed away earlier this year
at the age of 67. Bily was a native Texan,
born on September 25th, 1938, in Quitman.
He graduated from Quitman High School and
married his high school sweetheart, Eugenia
Stroud in 1957. Eugenia and Billy had one
child, Billy Earl Hibbs, Jr.

Starting with a small, three-person insur-
ance agency, Billy grew his business into
Heartland Security Insurance Group, one of
the largest insurance holding companies in the
Southwest. Heartland is one of the largest pro-
viders of claims services to the Federal gov-
ernment, including all branches of the military
as well as non-military personnel injured in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. Despite its size, Heartland
maintains its Texas roots with it's head-
quarters in Tyler and continues to serve al-
most half the school districts in Texas.

The Texas Legislature recognized Billy’s ac-
complishments in 1981 for his success in han-
dling the John Tyler High School fire loss. In
1990, he led the passage of a bond measure
to provide upgrades to the City of Tyler’s infra-
structure. A patron of the arts, Billy served as
President of the East Texas Symphony Asso-
ciation and worked to relocate performances
to the Cowan Center at U.T. Tyler. Billy also
served as President of the Tyler Civic Theatre
where he oversaw construction of the
Braithwaite Theater and the opening of the
Rogers Children’s Theatre. As President of the
Tyler Rotary Club he became a Paul Harris
Fellow. Billy was a member of the Henry Bell
Masonic Lodge, and a founding board mem-
ber of the Better Business Bureau of Central
East Texas. He served as a board member for
Leadership Tyler, the Tyler Independent
School District Foundation, and the Tyler
Chamber of Commerce and was a member of
the Order of the Rose. He was a member of
the Pairs and Parents Sunday School class,
an usher, and a past trustee of Marvin United
Methodist Church. Billy also remained active
in the Independent Insurance Agents at local,
state, and national levels throughout his life.

In 2004, Billy was inducted into the Junior
Achievement “Business Hall of Fame,” and
made a member of the honor business frater-
nity, Beta Gamma Sigma, at the University of
Texas at Tyler. In 2005, Hibbs-Hallmark &
Company was honored with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau’s “Torch Award” for dem-
onstrating a commendable ethical record over
the years, and recently, the Tyler Rotary Club
honored Hibbs by distinguishing all present
and future donors of $1,000 as “Billy Hibbs
Fellows.”

Billy is survived by his loving wife of 48
years, Eugenia “Jeannie” Hibbs, his son Billy
E. Hibbs, Jr., and daughter-in law Tisa Weiss
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Hibbs, two grandchildren Stratton Weiss Hibbs
and London Elizabeth Hibbs, and two sisters
Dorma Shields and Betty Cassels of Quitman,
as well as other relatives.

Billy was always generous with his time and
leadership, and he shared his many blessings
with his community and his country. Mr.
Speaker, Billy Hibbs was a valuable member
of the community whose years of service will
provide a legacy for many years to come.

———

“THE JOURNEY FOR HUMANITY”
MARCH IN WASHINGTON

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
honor a group of young individuals from Jour-
ney for Humanity, of which |, along with my
Armenian Caucus Co-Chair, the gentleman
from Michigan, Mr. KNOLLENBERG, had the op-
portunity to meet with last month. Their goal is
to raise awareness and recognition of the Ar-
menian Genocide, as well as other human
rights atrocities occurring around the world
today.

Last month the group arrived in Washington,
having walked across the country. The 3,000-
mile Journey for Humanity walk began ap-
proximately 5 months ago in Los Angeles, CA
with the support of the Armenian Assembly of
America. Since then, the marchers have
crossed a dozen states and held rallies in
eleven major U.S. cities to honor the victims
and survivors of all genocidal acts and ad-
vance the cause of genocide prevention.

The group marched twenty miles a day until
it reached the Nation’s capital. Although the
walk officially concluded, the Journey con-
tinues with hopes for a documentary and a
book to archive their efforts at genocide
awareness and prevention. They also have
plans for a series of lectures across college
campuses to promote this important human
rights message.

For decades we've all heard the words
“never again,” yet we continue to see the
same type of horrors happening today. With
the death toll in the Darfur region of the Sudan
nearing 400,000, these young people hope to
show the importance of learning from the past
and to prevent future genocides.

As descendants of genocide survivors,
these young men and women carry the mem-
ory and live in the reality of the consequences
of genocide. As Americans, it is our collective
responsibility to inform our country about atro-
cious crimes against humanity, in an attempt
to prevent future episodes.

| commend their courage and passion, as
well as the Armenian Assembly, for their ef-
forts in raising public awareness and affirma-
tion of these crimes against humanity. | heart-
ily support their endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, next Congress |, along with
my Armenian Caucus Co-Chair Joe Knollen-
berg and my fellow Caucus colleagues ADAM
SCHIFF and GEORGE RADANOVICH, plan to re-
introduce a resolution affirming the Armenian
Genocide. The truth of the past must be told
and acknowledged as a first step to genocide
prevention. | encourage all Members of this
body to cosponsor this important resolution.
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. THELMA
GIBSON

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor and congratulate Mrs. Thelma
Gibson who will celebrate her 80th birthday on
December 17th with friends, families and well
wishers.

Mrs. Gibson is a South Florida institution, a
woman who has dedicated herself to a lifelong
pursuit of education, while focusing on improv-
ing public healthcare in our community and in-
stilling the virtues of community service and
volunteerism in all people who are graced by
her presence.

Mrs. Gibson is the sixth of fourteen children
and was born on December 17, 1926 to
Sweetlon Counts Albury Anderson and Thom-
as Theodore Anderson. Mrs. Gibson is the
mother of 2 children, Charles Gibson and
Deveniece Gibson. She has 7 sisters and
brothers—Joyce, Doris, Percy, Donald, Hu-
bert, Alvin and Herma—and has a host of lov-
ing nieces and nephews. Mrs. Gibson is a na-
tive Miamian and the widow of the late Rev-
erend Canon Theodore Roosevelt Gibson.

Mrs. Gibson received her formative edu-
cation at Coconut Grove Training School for
Colored Elementary School, Coconut Grove
Junior High School, and George Washington
Carver High School, from which she grad-
uated in February 1944. After graduation, Mrs.
Gibson attended Saint Agnes School of Nurs-
ing at Saint Augustine’s College in Raleigh,
North Carolina and graduated in August 1947
as a Registered Nurse with a specialty in op-
erating room techniques. She then returned
home to work at Jackson Memorial Hospital in
the operating room, where she had been ap-
proved for a position. Her employer, however,
upon realizing that she was of Color, assigned
her to work on the Colored wards.

Mrs. Gibson continued her education in
nursing by taking an advanced course from
Florida A & M University taught by Dr. Mary
Carnegie, Dean of Nursing, in a classroom
provided by Jackson Memorial Hospital. In the
summers of 1954 and 1955, while preparing to
work in Public Health Nursing, Mrs. Gibson
took advanced courses at Catholic University
in Washington, DC. During the summers of
1956 and 1957, she attended the University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, where she en-
rolled in courses on cancer and communicable
disease nursing. From there, she attended
courses given through the University of Miami
in 1957 and 1958 out of the home of an in-
structor who lived in Coconut Grove at the
corner of Main Highway and Lennox Avenue.
A course was also provided at Booker T.
Washington Senior High School. Finally, in
1959, Mrs. Gibson attended Teachers College
at Columbia University, New York and earned
her Bachelor of Science degree in nursing
education.

For more than 50 years, Mrs. Gibson has
been a trailblazer in education, mental and
physical health programs, and a community
leader who served her church and family. In
August of 1997, she was appointed as Interim
City Commissioner and served on the City of
Miami Commission through November 1997.

Mrs. Gibson holds memberships on numer-
ous boards, committees, and panels, and has
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received many honors, awards, recognitions,
and certificates. The most recent accomplish-
ment to Mrs. Gibson’s credit is authoring her
autobiography, Forbearance: Thelma Vernell
Anderson Gibson, The Life Story of a Coconut
Grove Native that was released in the Fall of
2000. Mrs. Gibson also sponsors the Thelma
Gibson Health Initiative, housed at the Theo-
dore R. Gibson Building, that provides free
testing and assistance for HIV and AIDS in-
fected persons. Her latest project is the Theo-
dore and Thelma School of the Performing
Arts located on Grand Avenue in Coconut
Grove where the students receive academic
training with a focus on the Arts.

Mr. Speaker, | know all my colleagues join
me in honoring Mrs. Gibson, a truly great lady,
as she celebrates her 80th birthday. We can
only wonder and marvel at the achievements
that are still before her.

————————

PRESIDENT YUSCHENKO’S
EDITORIAL

HON. ROBERT WEXLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, the following is
an op-ed written by President Victor
Yuschenko of Ukraine, which appeared in the
Washington Post on November 29, 2006. As
a strong supporter of United States-Ukrainian
bilateral relations and Ukraine’s further inte-
gration into the trans-Atlantic community, | be-
lieve it is imperative that the upcoming 110th
Congress play a greater role in fostering co-
operation between our two nations. To do so,
we must be prepared to reach out to President
Yuschenko, Prime Minister Yanukovych and
all the Ukrainian people as they take the
sometimes difficult steps to further democ-
ratize. It is essential that Ukraine continues to
have the support of the United States and our
European allies during this period of transition,
so that the ideals of freedom and democracy
developed and echoed during the Orange
Revolution come to bear.

The text of President Yuschenko’s editorial
follows:

Two years ago an authoritarian regime’s
attempt to hijack the presidential election
in Ukraine failed. As official results were an-
nounced, disbelief provoked millions of citi-
zens to pour into the streets in protest. They
took a stand against those discredited offi-
cials who hid behind law enforcement bodies
in an attempt to prolong their corrupt hold
on power. Those days and weeks are known
as Ukraine’s Orange Revolution.

In the time since, my main goal as presi-
dent has been to institutionalize democracy
and guarantee that it is irreversible. Many of
the wrongs in my country have been cor-
rected. We are maintaining our unwavering
commitment to the principles of freedom.
We agreed to shift constitutional powers
from an authoritarian presidency to a coali-
tion government formed by parliament to
end the country’s political impasse. And we
abolished state censorship of the media,
while also forbidding interference in news re-
porting.

This year free and fair elections were held
at national, regional and local levels. Over-
seeing the peaceful and democratic transi-
tion of power was my unique test, as it
brought back to office my former political
opponents.
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But along with our national successes and
economic achievements under two ‘‘orange’’
prime ministers, there have been disappoint-
ments and miscalculations. Infighting
among my political allies has been the big-
gest disappointment. Some ‘‘orange’ politi-
cians have ignored their fundamental duty
to deliver results for the public good. In-
stead, gaining political power and seeking
the limelight have become their goal. As our
country’s democracy continues to mature, I
am convinced that a young cadre of leaders
will rise through the ranks of Ukraine’s
democratic parties to create a political re-
newal.

On my watch, the corruption that has his-
torically emanated from the president’s of-
fice ceased. Thousands of election officials,
tax collectors, foot patrols, road police and
customs agents were brought to justice for
petty corruption. Yet the biggest abusers of
public office remain at large because of
unreformed prosecutors and corruption in
the courts. I have recently initiated a num-
ber of anti-corruption bills to reform the
criminal justice system and the courts, and
I will continue to press parliament for
speedy action.

Because we were preoccupied with domes-
tic political reforms this year, we failed to
communicate effectively with our inter-
national partners. I want to explain where
Ukraine stands and where we are heading.
Democracy and stability—two inter-
dependent principles—form the basis of my
agenda. To this end, I will continue constitu-
tional reforms that facilitate the effective
work of government and prevent a return to
authoritarianism or the usurpation of power.

Today there is a balance of political power
between two directly elected democratic
bodies: the president and parliament. The
prime minister, although not directly elect-
ed, represents a majority of the parliamen-
tarians. Bills specifying the role of the gov-
erning coalition and the opposition have yet
to be passed. But let there be no mistake:
Together we share responsibility for shaping,
executing and controlling laws and state
policies.

Second, constitutional reforms are incom-
plete, and as a result there is a political
asymmetry. We will continue refining a reli-
able system of checks and balances between
the presidency, parliament and coalition
government to expedite policy decision mak-
ing. To meet these objectives, I have com-
missioned a group of constitutional experts
to recommend amendments to strengthen
our nascent democratic institutions.

Third, our law on national security pro-
motes participation and membership in pan-
European and regional systems of collective
security. Membership in the European Union
and NATO, as well as good relations and
strategic partnerships with Russia and other
countries in the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States, are not romantic ideas of the
Orange Revolution—they are founded in
Ukrainian law. The president, coalition gov-
ernment and parliament determine the speed
with which these goals are reached.

Most important, the democratic debates in
Kiev’s halls of power are now centered on
ideas about competing economic theories,
values and worldviews. Our current system
of checks and balances requires policy co-
ordination, party coexistence and political
compromise for us to move forward. Not ev-
eryone likes the new rules of the game, and
some are having trouble playing in this new
reality—but Ukraine’s democracy is here to
stay.

As president, my historic mission is to
guarantee that Ukraine’s national goals are
reached not through political dictates but
through an institutionalized democratic
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