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Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the Congress of the
United States to enact legislation to extend
the production tax credit for wind power en-
ergy development beyond the two-year cycle
under which it now operates: and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That copies of this document be
presented to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

POM-445. A resolution adopted by the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives rel-
ative to securing international recognition
and rights for the Ecumenical Patriarchate;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 876

Whereas, The Ecumenical Patriarchate, lo-
cated in Istanbul, Turkey, is the sacred See
that presides in a spirit of brotherhood over
a communion of the self-governing churches
of the Orthodox Christian world; and

Whereas, The See is led by Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew, who is the 269th in di-
rect succession to the Apostle Andrew and
holds titular primacy as primus inter pares,
meaning ‘‘first among equals’ in the com-
munity of Orthodox churches worldwide; and

Whereas, In 1994 Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, along with leaders of the Ap-
peal of Conscience Foundation, cosponsored
the Conference on Peace and Tolerance,
which brought together Christian, Jewish
and Muslim religious leaders for an inter-
faith dialogue to help end the Balkan con-
flict and the ethnic conflict in the Caucasus
region; and

Whereas, In 1997 the Congress of the United
States awarded Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew with the Congressional Gold
Medal; and

Whereas, Following the terrorist attacks
on our nation on September 11, 2001, Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew gathered a
group of international religious leaders to
produce the first joint statement with Mus-
lim leaders that condemned the 9/11 attacks
as ‘“‘anti-religious’’; and

Whereas, In October 2005 the Ecumenical
Patriarch, along with Christian, Jewish and
Muslim leaders, cosponsored the Conference
on Peace and Tolerance to further promote
peace and stability in southeastern Europe,
the Caucasus region and Central Asia via re-
ligious leaders’ interfaith dialogue, under-
standing and action; and

Whereas, The Orthodox Christian Church,
in existence for nearly 2,000 years, numbers
approximately 300 million members world-
wide with more than 2 million members in
the United States; and

Whereas, Since 1453 the continuing pres-
ence of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Tur-
key has been a living testament to the reli-
gious coexistence of Christians and Muslims;
and

Whereas, This religious coexistence is in
jeopardy because the Government of Turkey
refuses to recognize the rights and religious
freedoms of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
which is considered a minority religion by
the Turkish government; and

Whereas, The Government of Turkey has
limited the candidates available to hold the
office of Ecumenical Patriarch to only Turk-
ish nationals, and from the millions of Or-
thodox Christians living in Turkey at the
turn of the 20th century, and due to the con-
tinued policies of minority discrimination
during this period by the Turkish govern-
ment, there remain less than 3,000 of the Ec-
umenical Patriarch’s flock left in Turkey
today; and

Whereas, The Government of Turkey has
reneged on its agreement to reopen the
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Theological School on the island of Halki,
which the Turkish government closed in
1971, thus impeding training for Orthodox
Christian clergy; and

Whereas, The Turkish government has con-
fiscated nearly 94% of the properties of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate and has placed a
42% tax retroactive to 1999 on the Baloukli
Hospital and Home for the Aged, a charity
hospital run by the Ecumenical Patri-
archate; and

Whereas, The European Union, a group of
nations with a common goal of promoting
peace and the well-being of its peoples, began
accession negotiations with Turkey on Octo-
ber 3, 2005; and

Whereas, The European Union defined
membership criteria for accession at the Co-
penhagen European Council in 1993, obli-
gating candidate countries to achieve cer-
tain levels of reform, including stability of
institutions guaranteeing democracy, adher-
ence to the rule of law and respect for and
protection of minorities and human rights;
and

Whereas, The Turkish government’s cur-
rent treatment of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate is inconsistent with the membership
conditions and goals of the European Union;
and

Whereas, Orthodox Christians in this Com-
monwealth and throughout the United
States stand to lose their spiritual leader be-
cause of the continued actions of the Turk-
ish government; and

Whereas, In November 2006 the Archons of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of the Order of
St. Andrew the Apostle, a group of laymen
who each have been honored with a Patriar-
chal title, or ‘“‘offikion,” by the Ecumenical
Patriarch for their outstanding service to
the Orthodox Church, will send an American
delegation to Turkey to meet with Turkish
government officials, as well as the United
States Ambassador to the Republic of Tur-
key, regarding the Turkish government’s
treatment of the Ecumenical Patriarchate;
therefore be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
urge the Government of Turkey to do all of
the following:

(1) Uphold and safeguard religious and
human rights without compromise.

(2) Cease its discrimination of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate.

(3) Grant the Ecumenical Patriarch appro-
priate international recognition, ecclesiastic
succession and the right to train clergy of all
nationalities.

(4) Respect the property rights and human
rights of the Ecumenical Patriarchate; and
be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States, to the United States Ambassador to
the Republic of Turkey, to the Ambassador
of the Republic of Turkey to the United
States and to the Pennsylvania Congres-
sional Delegation.

POM-446. A resolution adopted by the
Michigan Senate relative to increasing fund-
ing to fully implement the Vaccine for Chil-
dren Program; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 162

Whereas, The Vaccine for Children pro-
gram is an outstanding example of a success-
ful public-private partnership between the
United States Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and healthcare providers.
Vaccines purchased with the buying power of
the federal government are distributed, at no
cost to the patient or provider, to all partici-
pating providers caring for uninsured and
underinsured children, Medicaid recipients,
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and Native Americans and Alaskan Natives.
By distributing three-fourths of all the pub-
licly funded doses, the Vaccine for Children
program gives eligible children access to
newly recommended vaccines and strength-
ens immunity levels across the community.
Further, the program delivers vaccines to
children as part of their routine, primary
care rather than diverting them to public
health departments; and

Whereas, A list of vaccines to be adminis-
tered through the Vaccine for Children pro-
gram is developed through sound, scientific
review. The Advisory Committee on Immuni-
zation Practices is authorized in statute to
establish the list of vaccines to be adminis-
tered through the program. Fifteen experts
in infectious disease and immunization who
sit on the committee meet publicly three
times a year to consider revising the list
through the addition of new vaccines or re-
vising existing vaccine resolutions. The list
then provides the basis for the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention to negotiate
contacts for the purchase of large quantities
of childhood vaccines; and

Whereas, The Vaccine for Children pro-
gram adheres to the Vaccine Management
Business Improvement Project, which
leverages commercial best practices in vac-
cine procurement, ordering, distribution, and
supply management. The program saves
money for states through bulk purchases and
eliminates variations in price from state to
state. By managing public resources so as-
tutely, the program has achieved the ulti-
mate goal of eliminating cost as a barrier to
vaccinating eligible children; now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate, That we memori-
alize Congress to increase funding to fully
implement the Vaccine for Children pro-
gram; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

—————

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on
Finance.

*Eric Solomon, of New Jersey, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of the Treasury.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. LEVIN:

S. 4099. A bill for the relief of Perlat Binaj,
Almida Binaj, Erina Binaj, and Anxhela
Binaj; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself, Mr.
AKAKA, Mr. LUGAR, Ms. MIKULSKI,
and Mr. SANTORUM):

S. 4100. A bill to expand visa waiver pro-
gram to countries on a probationary basis
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.
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By Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mr.
CARPER):

S. 4101. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to provide more effec-
tive permitting and enforcement mecha-
nisms for stormwater discharges associated
with residential construction activity; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. OBAMA:

S. 4102. A bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to prohibit the use of tele-
communications devices for the purposes of
preventing or obstructing the broadcast or
exchange of election-related information; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mrs. CLINTON:

S. 4103. A bill to prevent nuclear terrorism,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. SMITH:

S. 4104. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide credit rate par-
ity for all renewable resources under the
electricity production credit; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Ms. LANDRIEU:

S. 4105. A bill to authorize the project for
hurricane and storm damage reduction,
Morganza to the Gulf of Mexico, Louisiana;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. 4106. A bill to provide for research into
the development of energy-efficient tech-
nologies and to foster the introduction of en-
ergy-efficient technologies into the market-
place, with the goal of reducing United
States oil imports; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. KERRY:

S. 4107. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to replace the Hope and
Lifetime Learning credits with a partially
refundable college opportunity credit; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BINGAMAN:

S. 4108. A Dbill to amend the Colorado River
Storage Project Act and Public Law 87-483,
to authorize the construction and rehabilita-
tion of water infrastructure in Northwestern
New Mexico, to authorize the use of the rec-
lamation fund to fund the Reclamation
Water Settlements Fund, to authorize the
conveyance of certain Reclamation land and
infrastructure, to authorize the Commis-
sioner of Reclamation to provide for the de-
livery of water, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. LAUTENBERG:

S. 4109. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to prohibit the operation of cer-
tain aircraft not complying with stage 3
noise levels; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. SMITH (for himself, Mr.
INOUYE, Mr. McCAIN, Mr. NELSON of
Florida, Mr. BURNS, and Mr. PRYOR):

S. 4110. A bill to enhance Federal Trade
Commission enforcement against illegal
spam, spyware, and cross-border fraud and
deception, and for other purposes; read the
first time.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. FRIST:

S. Res. 626. A resolution relating to the re-
tirement of Linda E. Sebold; considered and
agreed to.
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By Mr. LUGAR (for himself, Mr. BIDEN,
and Mr. REID):

S. Res. 627. A resolution commemorating
the one-year anniversary of the November 9,
2005, terrorist attacks in Amman, Jordan;
considered and agreed to.

By Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr.
INOUYE, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. LANDRIEU,
Mr. GREGG, Mr. LoTT, Mr. REED, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mr. VITTER, Mr. SALAZAR,
Mr. AKAKA, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. SMITH,
Ms. MURKOWSKI, and Mr. COCHRAN):

S. Res. 628. A resolution supporting the
200th anniversary of the nation’s nautical
charting and related scientific programs,
which formed the basis for what is today the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr.
REID):

S. Res. 629. A resolution establishing a pro-
cedure for affixing and removing permanent
artwork and semi-permanent artwork in the
Senate wing of the Capitol and in the Senate
office buildings; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. STEVENS:

S. Con. Res. 123. A concurrent resolution
providing for correction to the enrollment of
the bill H.R. 5946; considered and agreed to.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 676
At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
676, a bill to provide for Project GRAD
programs, and for other purposes.
S. 729
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 729, a bill to establish the
Food Safety Administration to protect
the public health by preventing food-
borne illness, ensuring the safety of
food, improving research on contami-
nants leading to food-borne illness, and
improving security of food from inten-
tional contamination, and for other
purposes.
S. 828
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 828, a bill to enhance and fur-
ther research into paralysis and to im-
prove rehabilitation and the quality of
life for persons living with paralysis
and other physical disabilities, and for
other purposes.
S. 1172
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1172, a bill to provide for programs to
increase the awareness and knowledge
of women and health care providers
with respect to gynecologic cancers.
S. 1405
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1405, a bill to extend
the 50 percent compliance threshold
used to determine whether a hospital
or unit of a hospital is an inpatient re-
habilitation facility and to establish
the National Advisory Council on Med-
ical Rehabilitation.
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S. 3696
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. DOLE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3696, a bill to amend the Re-
vised Statutes of the United States to
prevent the use of the legal system in
a manner that extorts money from
State and local governments, and the
Federal Government, and inhibits such
governments’ constitutional actions
under the first, tenth, and fourteenth
amendments.
S. 3744
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) and the Senator from Maine
(Ms. SNOWE) were added as cosponsors
of S. 3744, a bill to establish the Abra-
ham Lincoln Study Abroad Program.
S. 3922
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3922, a bill to clarify the status of the
Young Woman’s Christian Association
Retirement Fund as a defined contribu-
tion plan for certain purposes.
S. 4080
At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. ALLARD) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4080, a bill to amend title 17,
United States Code, with respect to
settlement agreements reached with
respect to litigation involving certain
secondary transmissions of supersta-
tions and network stations.
S. 4096
At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4096, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Army to operate and maintain as a
system the Chicago sanitary and ship
canal dispersal barriers to prevent the
spread of aquatic invasive species into
the Great Lakes, and to determine the
feasibility of a dispersal barrier project
at the Lake Champlain Canal, and for
other purposes.
S. 4098
At the request of Mr. DoDD, the name
of the Senator from New York (Mrs.
CLINTON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4098, a bill to improve the process for
the development of needed pediatric
medical devices.
S. CON. RES. 106
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Con. Res. 106, a concurrent resolu-
tion expressing the sense of Congress
regarding high level visits to the
United States by democratically elect-
ed officials of Taiwan.
S. RES. 590
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 590, a resolution desig-
nating the second Sunday in December
2006, as ‘‘National Children’s Memorial
Day’” in conjunction with The Compas-
sionate Friends Worldwide Candle
Lighting.
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