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‘‘(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 

section shall be construed to prohibit a State or 
other approved body from requiring compliance 
with a higher standard of education and train-
ing than that specified by this section. Notwith-
standing any other provision of this section, in-
dividuals who provide medical imaging services 
relating to mammograms shall continue to meet 
the standards applicable under the Mammog-
raphy Quality Standards Act of 1992. 

‘‘(g) EVALUATION AND REPORT.—The Sec-
retary shall periodically evaluate the perform-
ance of each approved body under subsection 
(d) at an interval determined appropriate by the 
Secretary. The results of such evaluations shall 
be included as part of the report submitted to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions of the Senate and the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives in accordance with 354(e)(6)(B). 

‘‘(h) DELIVERY OF AND PAYMENT FOR SERV-
ICES.—Not later than the date described in sub-
section (j)(3), the Secretary shall promulgate 
regulations to ensure that all programs under 
the authority of the Secretary that involve the 
performance of or payment for medical imaging 
or radiation therapy, are performed in accord-
ance with the standards established under this 
section. 

‘‘(i) ALTERNATIVE STANDARDS FOR RURAL AND 
UNDERSERVED AREAS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall deter-
mine whether the standards established under 
subsection (a) must be met in their entirety for 
medical imaging or radiation therapy that is 
performed in a geographic area that is deter-
mined by the Medicare Geographic Classifica-
tion Review Board to be a ‘rural area’ or that 
is designated as a health professional shortage 
area. If the Secretary determines that alter-
native standards for such rural areas or health 
professional shortage areas are appropriate to 
assure access to quality medical imaging, the 
Secretary is authorized to develop such alter-
native standards. 

‘‘(2) STATE DISCRETION.—The chief executive 
officer of a State may submit to the Secretary a 
statement declaring that an alternative stand-
ard developed under paragraph (1) is inappro-
priate for application to such State, and such 
alternative standard shall not apply in such 
submitting State. The chief executive officer of a 
State may rescind a statement described in this 
paragraph following the provision of appro-
priate notice to the Secretary. 

‘‘(j) APPLICABLE TIMELINES.— 
‘‘(1) GENERAL IMPLEMENTATION REGULA-

TIONS.—Not later than 18 months after the date 
of enactment of this section, the Secretary shall 
promulgate such regulations as may be nec-
essary to implement all standards in this section 
except those provided for in subsection (d)(2). 

‘‘(2) MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATION 
OF APPROVED BODIES.—Not later than 24 months 
after the date of enactment of this section, the 
Secretary shall establish the standards regard-
ing approved bodies referred to in subsection 
(d)(2) and begin certifying approved bodies 
under such subsection. 

‘‘(3) REGULATIONS FOR DELIVERY OF OR PAY-
MENT FOR SERVICES.—Not later than 36 months 
after the date of enactment of this section, the 
Secretary shall promulgate the regulations de-
scribed in subsection (h). The Secretary may 
withhold the provision of Federal assistance as 
provided for in subsection (h) beginning on the 
date that is 48 months after the date of enact-
ment of this section. 

‘‘(k) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) APPROVED BODY.—The term ‘approved 

body’ means an entity that has been certified by 
the Secretary under subsection (d)(1) to accredit 
the various mechanisms by which an individual 
can demonstrate compliance with the standards 
promulgated under subsection (a) with respect 
to performing, planning, evaluating, or 
verifying patient dose for medical imaging or ra-
diation therapy. 

‘‘(2) MEDICAL IMAGING.—The term ‘medical 
imaging’ means any procedure used to visualize 
tissues, organs, or physiologic processes in hu-
mans for the purpose of diagnosing illness or 
following the progression of disease. Images may 
be produced utilizing ionizing radiation, radio-
pharmaceuticals, magnetic resonance, or 
ultrasound and image production may include 
the use of contrast media or computer proc-
essing. For purposes of this section, such term 
does not include routine dental diagnostic pro-
cedures. 

‘‘(3) PERFORM.—The term ‘perform’, with re-
spect to medical imaging or radiation therapy, 
means— 

‘‘(A) the act of directly exposing a patient to 
radiation via ionizing or radio frequency radi-
ation, to ultrasound, or to a magnetic field for 
purposes of medical imaging or for purposes of 
radiation therapy; and 

‘‘(B) the act of positioning a patient to receive 
such an exposure. 

‘‘(4) PLAN.—The term ‘plan’, with respect to 
medical imaging or radiation therapy, means 
the act of preparing for the performance of such 
a procedure to a patient by evaluating site-spe-
cific information, based on measurement and 
verification of radiation dose distribution, com-
puter analysis, or direct measurement of dose, in 
order to customize the procedure for the patient. 

‘‘(5) RADIATION THERAPY.—The term ‘radi-
ation therapy’ means any procedure or article 
intended for use in the cure, mitigation, treat-
ment, or prevention of disease in humans that 
achieves its intended purpose through the emis-
sion of radiation. 

‘‘(l) SUNSET.—This section shall have no force 
or effect after September 30, 2016.’’. 
SEC. 4. REPORT ON THE EFFECTS OF THIS ACT. 

(a) Not later than 5 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, acting through the Director of 
the Agency for Healthcare Research and Qual-
ity, shall submit to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate 
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce of 
the House of Representatives a report on the ef-
fects of this Act. Such report shall include the 
types and numbers of providers for whom stand-
ards have been developed, the impact of such 
standards on diagnostic accuracy and patient 
safety, and the availability and cost of services. 
Entities reimbursed for technical services 
through programs operating under the authority 
of the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall be required to contribute data to such re-
port. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the committee-reported amendment be 
agreed to, the bill as amended be read 
a third time and passed, the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table, and any 
statements be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute was agreed to. 

The bill (S. 2322) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed. 

f 

NATIONAL INTEGRATED DROUGHT 
INFORMATION SYSTEM ACT OF 
2006 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the Committee on Commerce be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H.R. 5136 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 5136) to establish a National 
Integrated Drought Information System 
within the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration to improve drought 
monitoring and forecasting capabilities. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the bill be read the third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5136) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

REAUTHORIZING THE EXPORT-IM-
PORT BANK OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the Chair now lay before the Senate 
the House measure to accompany S. 
3938. 

The Chair laid before the Senate the 
following message from the House of 
Representatives: 

S. 3938 
Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 

3938) entitled ‘‘An Act to reauthorize the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States.’’, do 
pass with the following amendment: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Export-Import Bank Reauthorization Act 
of 2006’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.— 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Extension of authority. 
Sec. 3. Sub-Saharan Africa Advisory Com-

mittee. 
Sec. 4. Extension of authority to provide fi-

nancing for the export of non-
lethal defense articles or services 
the primary end use of which will 
be for civilian purposes. 

Sec. 5. Designation of sensitive commercial sec-
tors and products. 

Sec. 6. Increasing exports by small business. 
Sec. 7. Anti-circumvention. 
Sec. 8. Transparency. 
Sec. 9. Aggregate loan, guarantee, and insur-

ance authority. 
Sec. 10. Tied aid credit program. 
Sec. 11. Prohibition on assistance to develop or 

promote certain railway connec-
tions and railway-related connec-
tions. 

Sec. 12. Process for notifying applicants of ap-
plication status; implementation 
of Ex-Im Online. 

Sec. 13. Competitiveness initiatives. 
Sec. 14. Office of financing for socially and eco-

nomically disadvantaged small 
business concerns and small busi-
ness concerns owned by women. 

Sec. 15. Governance. 
Sec. 16. Sense of Congress regarding multi- 

buyer insurance and capital guar-
antee programs. 

Sec. 17. Sense of Congress regarding office of 
renewable energy promotion. 

Sec. 18. Environmental matters. 
Sec. 19. Government Accountability Office 

study of bank performance stand-
ards for assistance to small busi-
nesses, especially those owned by 
social and economically disadvan-
taged individuals and those 
owned by women. 
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Sec. 20. Reports. 
Sec. 21. Study of how Export-Import Bank 

could assist United States export-
ers to meet import needs of new or 
impoverished democracies; report. 

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY. 
Section 7 of the Export-Import Bank Act of 

1945 (12 U.S.C. 635f) is amended by striking 
‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2011’’. 
SEC. 3. SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA ADVISORY COM-

MITTEE. 
(a) EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY.—Section 

2(b)(9)(B)(iii) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 
1945 (12 U.S.C. 635(b)(9)(B)(iii)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2011’’. 

(b) IMPROVED LIAISON WITH AFRICAN RE-
GIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS.— 

(1) MASTER GUARANTEE AGREEMENTS.—Within 
1 year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Export-Import Bank of the United 
States shall seek to ensure that there is in effect 
a contract between each approved lender in Af-
rica and the Bank, which sets forth the Bank’s 
guarantee undertakings and related obligations 
between the Bank and each lender. 

(2) REPORT ON WORKING RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, THE AFRICAN 
EXPORT-IMPORT BANK, AND OTHER INSTITU-
TIONS.—Section 2(b)(9) of such Act (12 U.S.C. 
635(b)(9)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(C) The Bank shall include in the annual re-
port to the Congress submitted under section 
8(a) a separate section that contains a report on 
the efforts of the Bank to— 

‘‘(i) improve its working relationships with the 
African Development Bank, the African Export- 
Import Bank, and other institutions in the re-
gion that are relevant to the purposes of sub-
paragraph (A) of this paragraph; and 

‘‘(ii) coordinate closely with the United States 
Foreign Service and Foreign Commercial Serv-
ice, and with the overall strategy of the United 
States Government for economic engagement 
with Africa pursuant to the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act.’’. 

(c) INCREASING THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AFRICAN ENTITIES.—Section 2(b)(9) of such Act 
(12 U.S.C. 635(b)(9)), as amended by subsection 
(b), is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(D) Consistent with the requirement that the 
Bank obtain a reasonable assurance of repay-
ment in connection with each transaction the 
Bank supports, the Bank shall, in consultation 
with the entities described in subparagraph (C), 
seek to qualify a greater number of appropriate 
African entities for participation in programs of 
the Bank.’’. 
SEC. 4. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE 

FINANCING FOR THE EXPORT OF 
NONLETHAL DEFENSE ARTICLES OR 
SERVICES THE PRIMARY END USE OF 
WHICH WILL BE FOR CIVILIAN PUR-
POSES. 

Section 1(c) of Public Law 103–428 (12 U.S.C. 
635 note; 108 Stat. 4376) is amended by striking 
‘‘2001’’ and inserting ‘‘2011’’. 
SEC. 5. DESIGNATION OF SENSITIVE COMMER-

CIAL SECTORS AND PRODUCTS. 
Section 2(e) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 

1945 (12 U.S.C. 635(e)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) DESIGNATION OF SENSITIVE COMMERCIAL 
SECTORS AND PRODUCTS.—Not later than 120 
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Bank shall submit a list to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the 
Senate and the Committee on Financial Services 
of the House of Representatives, which des-
ignates sensitive commercial sectors and prod-
ucts with respect to which the provision of fi-
nancing support by the Bank is deemed unlikely 
by the President of the Bank due to the signifi-
cant potential for a determination that such fi-
nancing support would result in an adverse eco-
nomic impact on the United States. The Presi-
dent of the Bank shall review on an annual 

basis thereafter the list of sensitive commercial 
sectors and products and the Bank shall submit 
an updated list to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate and 
the Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives of such sectors and 
products.’’. 
SEC. 6. INCREASING EXPORTS BY SMALL BUSI-

NESS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3 of the Export-Im-

port Bank Act of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635a) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(f) SMALL BUSINESS DIVISION.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 

Small Business Division (in this subsection re-
ferred to as the ‘Division’) within the Bank in 
order to— 

‘‘(A) carry out the provisions of subpara-
graphs (E) and (I) of section 2(b)(1) relating to 
outreach, feedback, product improvement, and 
transaction advocacy for small business con-
cerns (as defined in section 3(a) of the Small 
Business Act); 

‘‘(B) advise and seek feedback from small 
business concerns on the opportunities and ben-
efits for small business concerns in the financ-
ing products offered by the Bank, with par-
ticular emphasis on conducting outreach, en-
hancing the tailoring of products to small busi-
ness needs and increasing loans to small busi-
ness concerns; 

‘‘(C) maintain liaison with the Small Business 
Administration and other departments and 
agencies in matters affecting small business con-
cerns; and 

‘‘(D) provide oversight of the development, im-
plementation, and operation of technology im-
provements to strengthen small business out-
reach, including the technology improvement re-
quired by section 2(b)(1)(E)(x). 

‘‘(2) MANAGEMENT.—The President of the 
Bank shall appoint an officer, who shall rank 
not lower than senior vice president and whose 
sole executive function shall be to manage the 
Division. The officer shall— 

‘‘(A) have substantial recent experience in fi-
nancing exports by small business concerns; and 

‘‘(B) advise the Board, particularly the direc-
tor appointed under section 3(c)(8)(B) to rep-
resent the interests of small business, on matters 
of interest to, and concern for, small business. 

‘‘(g) SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS.— 
‘‘(1) DEDICATED PERSONNEL.—The President of 

the Bank shall ensure that each operating divi-
sion within the Bank has staff that specializes 
in processing transactions that primarily benefit 
small business concerns (as defined in section 
3(a) of the Small Business Act). 

‘‘(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The small business 
specialists shall be involved in all aspects of 
processing applications for loans, guarantees, 
and insurance to support exports by small busi-
ness concerns, including the approval or dis-
approval, or staff recommendations of approval 
or disapproval, as applicable, of such applica-
tions. In carrying out these responsibilities, the 
small business specialists shall consider the 
unique business requirements of small businesses 
and shall develop exporter performance criteria 
tailored to small business exporters. 

‘‘(3) APPROVAL AUTHORITY.—In an effort to 
maximize the speed and efficiency with which 
the Bank processes transactions primarily bene-
fitting small business concerns, the small busi-
ness specialists shall be authorized to approve 
applications for working capital loans and 
guarantees, and insurance in accordance with 
policies and procedures established by the 
Board. It is the sense of Congress that the poli-
cies and procedures should not prohibit, where 
appropriate, small business specialists from ap-
proving applications for working capital loans 
and guarantees, and for insurance, in support 
of exports which have a value of less than 
$10,000,000. 

‘‘(4) IDENTIFICATION.—The Bank shall promi-
nently identify the small business specialists on 
its website and in promotional material. 

‘‘(5) EMPLOYEE EVALUATIONS.—The evalua-
tion of staff designated by the President of the 
Bank under paragraph (1), including annual re-
views of performance of duties related to trans-
actions in support of exports by small business 
concerns, and any resulting recommendations 
for salary adjustments, promotions, and other 
personnel actions, shall address the criteria es-
tablished pursuant to subsection (h)(2)(B)(iii) 
and shall be conducted by the manager of the 
relevant operating division following consulta-
tion with the officer appointed to manage the 
Small Business Division pursuant to subsection 
(f)(2). 

‘‘(6) STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS.—Staff rec-
ommendations of denial or withdrawal for me-
dium-term applications, exporter held multi- 
buyer policies, single buyer policies, and work-
ing capital applications processed by the Bank 
shall be transmitted to the officer appointed to 
manage the Small Business Division pursuant to 
subsection (f)(2) not later than 2 business days 
before a final decision. 

‘‘(7) RULE OF INTERPRETATION.—Nothing in 
this Act shall be construed to prevent the dele-
gation to the Division of any authority nec-
essary to carry out subparagraphs (E) and (I) of 
section 2(b)(1). 

‘‘(h) SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 

management committee to be known as the 
‘Small Business Committee’. 

‘‘(2) PURPOSE AND DUTIES.— 
‘‘(A) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Small 

Business Committee shall be to coordinate the 
Bank’s initiatives and policies with respect to 
small business concerns (as defined in section 
3(a) of the Small Business Act), including the 
timely processing and underwriting of trans-
actions involving direct exports by small busi-
ness concerns, and the development and coordi-
nation of efforts to implement new or enhanced 
Bank products and services pertaining to small 
business concerns. 

‘‘(B) DUTIES.—The duties of the Small Busi-
ness Committee shall be determined by the Presi-
dent of the Bank and shall include the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) Assisting in the development of the 
Bank’s small business strategic plans, including 
the Bank’s plans for carrying out section 
2(b)(1)(E) (v) and (x), and measuring and re-
porting in writing to the President of the Bank, 
at least once a year, on the Bank’s progress in 
achieving the goals set forth in the plans. 

‘‘(ii) Evaluating and reporting in writing to 
the President of the Bank, at least once a year, 
with respect to— 

‘‘(I) the performance of each operating divi-
sion of the Bank in serving small business con-
cerns; 

‘‘(II) the impact of processing and under-
writing standards on transactions involving di-
rect exports by small business concerns; and 

‘‘(III) the adequacy of the staffing and re-
sources of the Small Business Division. 

‘‘(iii) Establishing criteria for evaluating the 
performance of staff designated by the President 
of the Bank under subsection (g)(1). 

‘‘(iv) Coordinating the provision of services 
with other United States Government depart-
ments and agencies to small business concerns. 

‘‘(3) COMPOSITION.— 
‘‘(A) CHAIRPERSON.—The Chairperson of the 

Small Business Committee shall be the officer 
appointed to manage the Small Business Divi-
sion pursuant to subsection (f)(2). The Chair-
person shall have the authority to call meetings 
of the Small Business Committee, set the agenda 
for Committee meetings, and request policy rec-
ommendations from the Committee’s members. 

‘‘(B) OTHER MEMBERS.—Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, the President of the 
Bank shall determine the composition of the 
Small Business Committee, and shall appoint or 
remove the members of the Small Business Com-
mittee. In making such appointments, the Presi-
dent of the Bank shall ensure that the Small 
Business Committee is comprised of— 
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‘‘(i) the senior managing officers responsible 

for underwriting and processing transactions; 
and 

‘‘(ii) other officers and employees of the Bank 
with responsibility for outreach to small busi-
ness concerns and underwriting and processing 
transactions that involve small business con-
cerns. 

‘‘(4) REPORTING.—The Chairperson shall pro-
vide to the President of the Bank minutes of 
each meeting of the Small Business Committee, 
including any recommendations by the Com-
mittee or its individual members.’’. 

(b) ENHANCE DELEGATED LOAN AUTHORITY 
FOR MEDIUM TERM TRANSACTIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Export-Import Bank of 
the United States shall seek to expand the exer-
cise of authority under section 2(b)(1)(E)(vii) of 
the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 
635(b)(1)(E)(vii)) with respect to medium term 
transactions for small business concerns. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
2(b)(1)(E)(vii)(III) of the Export-Import Bank 
Act of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635(b)(1)(E)(vii)(III)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘or other financing insti-
tutions or entities’’ after ‘‘consortia’’. 

(3) DEADLINE.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States shall 
make available lines of credit and guarantees to 
carry out section 2(b)(1)(E)(vii) of the Export- 
Import Bank Act of 1945 pursuant to policies 
and procedures established by the Board of Di-
rectors of the Export-Import Bank of the United 
States. 
SEC. 7. ANTI-CIRCUMVENTION. 

Section 2(e) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 
1945 (12 U.S.C. 635(e)), as amended by section 5 
of this Act, is amended— 

(1) by inserting after paragraph (1), the fol-
lowing flush paragraph: 
‘‘In making the determination under subpara-
graph (B), the Bank shall determine whether 
the facility that would benefit from the exten-
sion of a credit or guarantee is reasonably likely 
to produce a commodity in addition to, or other 
than, the commodity specified in the application 
and whether the production of the additional 
commodity may cause substantial injury to 
United States producers of the same, or a similar 
or competing, commodity.’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(E) ANTI-CIRCUMVENTION.—The Bank shall 
not provide a loan or guarantee if the Bank de-
termines that providing the loan or guarantee 
will facilitate circumvention of an order or de-
termination referred to in subparagraph (A).’’; 
and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) FINANCIAL THRESHOLD DETERMINA-

TIONS.—For purposes of determining whether a 
proposed transaction exceeds a financial thresh-
old under this subsection or under the proce-
dures or rules of the Bank, the Bank shall ag-
gregate the dollar amount of the proposed trans-
action and the dollar amounts of all loans and 
guarantees, approved by the Bank in the pre-
ceding 24-month period, that involved the same 
foreign entity and substantially the same prod-
uct to be produced.’’. 
SEC. 8. TRANSPARENCY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2(e) of the Export- 
Import Bank Act of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635(e)), as 
amended by sections 5 and 7 of this Act, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(7) PROCEDURES TO REDUCE ADVERSE EFFECTS 
OF LOANS AND GUARANTEES ON INDUSTRIES AND 
EMPLOYMENT IN UNITED STATES.— 

‘‘(A) CONSIDERATION OF ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF 
PROPOSED TRANSACTIONS.—If, in making a deter-
mination under this paragraph with respect to a 
loan or guarantee, the Bank conducts a detailed 
economic impact analysis or similar study, the 
analysis or study, as the case may be, shall in-
clude consideration of— 

‘‘(i) the factors set forth in subparagraphs (A) 
and (B) of paragraph (1); and 

‘‘(ii) the views of the public and interested 
parties. 

‘‘(B) NOTICE AND COMMENT REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If, in making a determina-

tion under this subsection with respect to a loan 
or guarantee, the Bank intends to conduct a de-
tailed economic impact analysis or similar 
study, the Bank shall publish in the Federal 
Register a notice of the intent, and provide a pe-
riod of not less than 14 days (which, on request 
by any affected party, shall be extended to a pe-
riod of not more than 30 days) for the submis-
sion to the Bank of comments on the economic 
effects of the provision of the loan or guarantee, 
including comments on the factors set forth in 
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1). In 
addition, the Bank shall seek comments on the 
economic effects from the Department of Com-
merce, the Office of Management and Budget, 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs of the Senate, and the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services of the House of Representa-
tives. 

‘‘(ii) CONTENT OF NOTICE.—The notice shall 
include appropriate, nonproprietary information 
about— 

‘‘(I) the country to which the goods involved 
in the transaction will be shipped; 

‘‘(II) the type of goods being exported; 
‘‘(III) the amount of the loan or guarantee in-

volved; 
‘‘(IV) the goods that would be produced as a 

result of the provision of the loan or guarantee; 
‘‘(V) the amount of increased production that 

will result from the transaction; 
‘‘(VI) the potential sales market for the result-

ing goods; and 
‘‘(VII) the value of the transaction. 
‘‘(iii) PROCEDURE REGARDING MATERIALLY 

CHANGED APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—If a material change is 

made to an application for a loan or guarantee 
from the Bank after a notice with respect to the 
intent described in clause (i) is published under 
this subparagraph, the Bank shall publish in 
the Federal Register a revised notice of the in-
tent, and shall provide for a comment period, as 
provided in clauses (i) and (ii). 

‘‘(II) MATERIAL CHANGE DEFINED.—As used in 
subclause (I), the term ‘material change’, with 
respect to an application, includes— 

‘‘(aa) a change of at least 25 percent in the 
amount of a loan or guarantee requested in the 
application; and 

‘‘(bb) a change in the principal product to be 
produced as a result of any transaction that 
would be facilitated by the provision of the loan 
or guarantee. 

‘‘(C) REQUIREMENT TO ADDRESS VIEWS OF AD-
VERSELY AFFECTED PERSONS.—Before taking 
final action on an application for a loan or 
guarantee to which this section applies, the 
staff of the Bank shall provide in writing to the 
Board of Directors the views of any person who 
submitted comments pursuant to subparagraph 
(B). 

‘‘(D) PUBLICATION OF CONCLUSIONS.—Within 
30 days after a party affected by a final decision 
of the Board of Directors with respect to a loan 
or guarantee makes a written request therefor, 
the Bank shall provide to the affected party a 
non-confidential summary of the facts found 
and conclusions reached in any detailed eco-
nomic impact analysis or similar study con-
ducted pursuant to subparagraph (B) with re-
spect to the loan or guarantee, that were sub-
mitted to the Board of Directors. 

‘‘(E) RULE OF INTERPRETATION.—This para-
graph shall not be construed to make sub-
chapter II of chapter 5 of title 5, United States 
Code, applicable to the Bank. 

‘‘(F) REGULATIONS.—The Bank shall imple-
ment such regulations and procedures as may be 
appropriate to carry out this paragraph.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
2(e)(2)(C) of such Act (12 U.S.C. 635(e)(2)(C)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘of not less than 14 days 
(which, on request of any affected party, shall 

be extended to a period of not more than 30 
days)’’ after ‘‘comment period’’. 
SEC. 9. AGGREGATE LOAN, GUARANTEE, AND IN-

SURANCE AUTHORITY. 
Subparagraph (E) of section 6(a)(2) of the Ex-

port-Import Bank Act of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 
635e(a)(2)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(E) during fiscal year 2006, and each fiscal 
year thereafter through fiscal year 2011,’’. 
SEC. 10. TIED AID CREDIT PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 10(b)(5)(B)(ii) of the 
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635i– 
3(b)(5)(B)(ii)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(ii) PROCESS.—In handling individual appli-
cations involving the use or potential use of the 
Tied Aid Credit Fund the following process shall 
exclusively apply pursuant to subparagraph 
(A): 

‘‘(I) The Bank shall process an application for 
tied aid in accordance with the principles and 
standards developed pursuant to subparagraph 
(A) and clause (i) of this subparagraph. 

‘‘(II) Twenty days prior to the scheduled 
meeting of the Board of Directors at which an 
application will be considered (unless the Bank 
determines that an earlier discussion is appro-
priate based on the facts of a particular financ-
ing), the Bank shall brief the Secretary on the 
application and deliver to the Secretary such 
documents, information, or data as may reason-
ably be necessary to permit the Secretary to re-
view the application to determine if the applica-
tion complies with the principles and standards 
developed pursuant to subparagraph (A) and 
clause (i) of this subparagraph. 

‘‘(III) The Secretary may request a single 
postponement of the consideration by the Board 
of Directors of the application for up to 14 days 
to allow the Secretary to submit to the Board of 
Directors a memorandum objecting to the appli-
cation. 

‘‘(IV) Case-by-case decisions on whether to 
approve the use of the Tied Aid Credit Fund 
shall be made by the Board of Directors, except 
that the approval of the Board of Directors (or 
a commitment letter based on that approval) 
shall not become final (except as provided in 
subclause (V)), if the Secretary indicates to the 
President of the Bank in writing the Secretary’s 
intention to appeal the decision of the Board of 
Directors to the President of the United States 
and makes the appeal in writing not later than 
20 days after the meeting at which the Board of 
Directors considered the application. 

‘‘(V) The Bank shall not grant final approval 
of an application for any tied aid credit (or a 
commitment letter based on that approval) if the 
President of the United States, after consulting 
with the President of the Bank and the Sec-
retary, determines within 30 days of an appeal 
by the Secretary under subclause (IV) that the 
extension of the tied aid credit would materially 
impede achieving the purposes described in sub-
section (a)(6). If no such Presidential determina-
tion is made during the 30-day period, the ap-
proval by the Bank of the application (or re-
lated commitment letter) that was the subject of 
such appeal shall become final.’’. 

(b) CLARIFICATION OF USE OF TIED AID CRED-
IT FUND TO MATCH.—Section 10 of the Export- 
Import Bank Act of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635i–3) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), in paragraph (6)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A), 

by inserting ‘‘, including those that are not a 
party to the Arrangement,’’ after ‘‘countries’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by adding ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; and 

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following: 

‘‘(C) promoting compliance with Arrangement 
rules among foreign export credit agencies that 
are not a party to the Arrangement;’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b), in paragraph (5)(B)— 
(A) in clause (i)— 
(i) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘and’’ and by 

inserting ‘‘, and to seek compliance by those 
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countries that are not a party to the Arrange-
ment’’ before the period; and 

(ii) in subclause (III), by adding at the end 
the following: ‘‘In cases where information 
about a specific offer of foreign tied aid (or un-
tied aid used to promote exports as if it were tied 
aid) is not available in a timely manner, or is 
unavailable because the foreign export credit 
agency involved is not subject to the reporting 
requirements under the Arrangement, then the 
Bank may decide to use the Tied Aid Credit 
Fund based on credible evidence of a history of 
such offers under similar circumstances or other 
forms of credible evidence.’’. 
SEC. 11. PROHIBITION ON ASSISTANCE TO DE-

VELOP OR PROMOTE CERTAIN RAIL-
WAY CONNECTIONS AND RAILWAY- 
RELATED CONNECTIONS. 

Section 2(b) of the Export-Import Act of 1945 
(12 U.S.C. 635(b)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(13) PROHIBITION ON ASSISTANCE TO DE-
VELOP OR PROMOTE CERTAIN RAILWAY CONNEC-
TIONS AND RAILWAY-RELATED CONNECTIONS.— 
The Bank shall not guarantee, insure, or extend 
(or participate in the extension of) credit in con-
nection with the export of any good or service 
relating to the development or promotion of any 
railway connection or railway-related connec-
tion that does not traverse or connect with Ar-
menia and does traverse or connect Baku, Azer-
baijan, Tbilisi, Georgia, and Kars, Turkey.’’. 
SEC. 12. PROCESS FOR NOTIFYING APPLICANTS 

OF APPLICATION STATUS; IMPLE-
MENTATION OF EX-IM ONLINE. 

Section 2 of the Export-Import Bank Act of 
1945 (12 U.S.C. 635) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(g) PROCESS FOR NOTIFYING APPLICANTS OF 
APPLICATION STATUS.—The Bank shall establish 
and adhere to a clearly defined process for— 

‘‘(1) acknowledging receipt of applications; 
‘‘(2) informing applicants that their applica-

tions are complete or, if incomplete or con-
taining a minor defect, of the additional mate-
rial or changes that, if supplied or made, would 
make the application eligible for consideration; 
and 

‘‘(3) keeping applicants informed of the status 
of their applications, including a clear and 
timely notification of approval or disapproval, 
and, in the case of disapproval, the reason for 
disapproval, as appropriate. 

‘‘(h) RESPONSE TO APPLICATION FOR FINANC-
ING; IMPLEMENTATION OF ONLINE LOAN REQUEST 
AND TRACKING PROCESS.— 

‘‘(1) RESPONSE TO APPLICATIONS.—Within 5 
days after the Bank receives an application for 
financing, the Bank shall notify the applicant 
that the application has been received, and 
shall include in the notice— 

‘‘(A) a request for such additional information 
as may be necessary to make the application 
complete; 

‘‘(B) the name of a Bank employee who may 
be contacted with questions relating to the ap-
plication; and 

‘‘(C) a unique identification number which 
may be used to review the status of the applica-
tion at a website established by the Bank. 

‘‘(2) WEBSITE.—Not later than September 1, 
2007, the Bank shall exercise the authority 
granted by subparagraphs (E)(x) and (J) of sub-
section (b)(1) to establish, and thereafter to 
maintain, a website through which— 

‘‘(A) Bank products may be applied for; and 
‘‘(B) information may be obtained with re-

spect to— 
‘‘(i) the status of any such application; 
‘‘(ii) the Small Business Division of the Bank; 

and 
‘‘(iii) incentives, preferences, targets, and 

goals relating to small business concerns (as de-
fined in Section 3(a) of the Small Business Act), 
including small business concerns exporting to 
Africa.’’. 
SEC. 13. COMPETITIVENESS INITIATIVES. 

(a) EXPANSION OF SCOPE OF ANNUAL COMPETI-
TIVENESS REPORT.—The Export-Import Bank 

Act of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635 et seq.) is amended by 
inserting after section 8 the following: 
‘‘SEC. 8A. ANNUAL COMPETITIVENESS REPORT. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than June 30 of 
each year, the Bank shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report that in-
cludes the following: 

‘‘(1) ACTIONS OF BANK IN PROVIDING FINANCING 
ON A COMPETITIVE BASIS, AND TO MINIMIZE COM-
PETITION IN GOVERNMENT-SUPPORTED EXPORT FI-
NANCING.—A description of the actions of the 
Bank in complying with the second and third 
sentences of section 2(b)(1)(A). In this part of 
the report, the Bank shall include a survey of 
all other major export-financing facilities avail-
able from other governments and government-re-
lated agencies through which foreign exporters 
compete with United States exporters (including 
through use of market windows (as defined pur-
suant to section 10(h)(7))) and, to the extent 
such information is available to the Bank, indi-
cate in specific terms the ways in which the 
Bank’s rates, terms, and other conditions com-
pare with those offered from such other govern-
ments directly or indirectly. With respect to the 
preceding sentence, the Bank shall use all avail-
able information to estimate the annual amount 
of export financing available from each such 
government and government-related agency. In 
this part of the report, the Bank shall include a 
survey of a representative number of United 
States exporters and United States commercial 
lending institutions which provide export credit 
on the experience of the exporters and institu-
tions in meeting financial competition from 
other countries whose exporters compete with 
United States exporters. 

‘‘(2) ROLE OF BANK IN IMPLEMENTING STRA-
TEGIC PLAN PREPARED BY THE TRADE PROMOTION 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE.—A description of the 
role of the Bank in implementing the strategic 
plan prepared by the Trade Promotion Coordi-
nating Committee in accordance with section 
2312 of the Export Enhancement Act of 1988. 

‘‘(3) TIED AID CREDIT PROGRAM AND FUND.— 
The report required by section 10(g). 

‘‘(4) PURPOSE OF ALL BANK TRANSACTIONS.—A 
description of all Bank transactions which shall 
be classified according to their principal pur-
pose, such as to correct a market failure or to 
provide matching support. 

‘‘(5) EFFORTS OF BANK TO PROMOTE EXPORT 
OF GOODS AND SERVICES RELATED TO RENEWABLE 
ENERGY SOURCES.—A description of the activities 
of the Bank with respect to financing renewable 
energy projects undertaken under section 
2(b)(1)(K), and an analysis comparing the level 
of credit extended by the Bank for renewable 
energy projects with the level of credit so ex-
tended for the preceding fiscal year. 

‘‘(6) SIZE OF BANK PROGRAM ACCOUNT.—A sep-
arate section which— 

‘‘(A) compares, to the extent practicable, the 
size of the Bank program account with the size 
of the program accounts of the other major ex-
port-financing facilities referred to in paragraph 
(1); and 

‘‘(B) makes recommendations, if appropriate, 
with respect to the relative size of the Bank pro-
gram account, based on factors including 
whether the size differences are in the best in-
terests of the United States taxpayer. 

‘‘(7) CO-FINANCING PROGRAMS OF THE BANK 
AND OF OTHER EXPORT CREDIT AGENCIES.—A de-
scription of the co-financing programs of the 
Bank and of the other major export-financing 
facilities referred to in paragraph (1), which in-
cludes a list of countries with which the United 
States has in effect a memorandum of under-
standing relating to export credit agency co-fi-
nancing and, if such a memorandum is not in 
effect with any country with a major export 
credit-financing facility, an explanation of why 
such a memorandum is not in effect. 

‘‘(8) SERVICES SUPPORTED BY THE BANK AND BY 
OTHER EXPORT CREDIT AGENCIES.—A separate 
section which describes the participation of the 

Bank in providing funding, guarantees, or in-
surance for services, which shall include appro-
priate information on the involvement of the 
other major export-financing facilities referred 
to in paragraph (1) in providing such support 
for services, and an explanation of any dif-
ferences among the facilities in providing the 
support. 

‘‘(9) EXPORT FINANCE CASES NOT IN COMPLI-
ANCE WITH THE ARRANGEMENT.—Detailed infor-
mation on cases reported to the Bank of export 
financing that appear not to comply with the 
Arrangement (as defined in section 10(h)(3)) or 
that appear to exploit loopholes in the Arrange-
ment for the purpose of obtaining a commercial 
competitive advantage. The President of the 
Bank, in consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, may provide to the appropriate con-
gressional committees the information required 
by this subsection in a separate and confidential 
report, instead of providing such information in 
the report required by this subsection. 

‘‘(10) FOREIGN EXPORT CREDIT AGENCY ACTIVI-
TIES NOT CONSISTENT WITH THE WTO AGREEMENT 
ON SUBSIDIES AND COUNTERVAILING MEASURES.— 
A description of the extent to which the activi-
ties of foreign export credit agencies and other 
entities sponsored by a foreign government, par-
ticularly those that are not members of the Ar-
rangement (as defined in section 10(h)(3)), ap-
pear not to comply with the Arrangement and 
appear to be inconsistent with the terms of the 
Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing 
Measures referred to in section 101(d)(12) of the 
Uruguay Round Agreements Act (19 U.S.C. 
3511(d)(12)), and a description of the actions 
taken by the United States Government to ad-
dress the activities. The President of the Bank, 
in consultation with the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, may provide to the appropriate congres-
sional committees, the information required by 
this subsection in a separate and confidential 
report, instead of providing such information in 
the report required by this subsection. 

‘‘(b) INCLUSION OF ADDITIONAL COMMENTS.— 
The report required by subsection (a) shall in-
clude such additional comments as any member 
of the Board of Directors may submit to the 
Board for inclusion in the report. 

‘‘(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’ means the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs of the Senate.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
2(b)(1)(A) of such Act (12 U.S.C. 635(b)(1)(A)) is 
amended by striking all that follows the third 
sentence. 

(c) EXPANSION OF COUNTRIES IN COMPETITION 
WITH WHICH THE BANK IS TO PROVIDE EXPORT 
FINANCING.—Section 2(b)(1)(A) of such Act (12 
U.S.C. 635(b)(1)(A)) is amended in the second 
sentence by inserting ‘‘, including countries the 
governments of which are not members of the 
Arrangement (as defined in section 10(h)(3))’’ 
before the period. 

(d) SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING NEGOTIA-
TION OF THE OECD ARRANGEMENT.—It is the 
sense of Congress that in the negotiation of the 
Arrangement (as defined in section 10(h)(3) of 
the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945) the goals of 
the United States include the following: 

(1) Seeking compliance with the Arrangement 
among countries with significant export credit 
programs who are not members of the Arrange-
ment. 

(2) Seeking to identify within the World Trade 
Organization the extent to which countries that 
are not a party to the Arrangement are not in 
compliance with the terms of the Agreement on 
Subsidies and Countervailing Measures referred 
to in section 101(d)(12) of the Uruguay Round 
Agreements Act (19 U.S.C. 3511(d)(12)) with re-
spect to export finance, and seeking appropriate 
action within the World Trade Organization for 
each country that is not in such compliance. 

(3) Implementing new disciplines on the use of 
untied aid, market windows, and other forms of 
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export finance that seek to exploit loopholes in 
the Arrangement for purposes of obtaining a 
commercial competitive advantage. 
SEC. 14. OFFICE OF FINANCING FOR SOCIALLY 

AND ECONOMICALLY DISADVAN-
TAGED SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS 
AND SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS 
OWNED BY WOMEN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3 of the Export-Im-
port Bank Act of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635a), as added 
by section 6, is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(i) OFFICE OF FINANCING FOR SOCIALLY AND 
ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED SMALL BUSI-
NESS CONCERNS AND SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS 
OWNED BY WOMEN.— 

‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The President of the 
Bank shall establish in the Small Business Divi-
sion an office whose sole functions shall be to 
continue and enhance the outreach activities of 
the Bank with respect to, and increase the total 
amount of loans, guarantees, and insurance 
provided by the Bank to support exports by, so-
cially and economically disadvantaged small 
business concerns (as defined in section 8(a)(4) 
of the Small Business Act) and small business 
concerns owned by women. 

‘‘(2) MANAGEMENT.—The office shall be man-
aged by a Bank officer of appropriate rank who 
shall report to the Bank officer designated 
under subsection (f)(2). 

‘‘(3) STAFFING.—To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the President of the Bank shall ensure 
that qualified minority and women applicants 
are considered when filling any position in the 
office.’’. 

(b) FINANCING DIRECTED TOWARD SMALL BUSI-
NESSES OWNED BY MINORITIES OR WOMEN.—Sec-
tion 2(b)(1)(E)(v) of such Act (12 U.S.C. 
635(b)(1)(E)(v)) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: ‘‘From the amount made avail-
able under the preceding sentence, it shall be a 
goal of the Bank to increase the amount made 
available to finance exports directly by small 
business concerns referred to in section 3(i)(1).’’. 
SEC. 15. GOVERNANCE. 

Section 3(c) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 
1945 (12 U.S.C. 635a(c)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(9) At the request of any 2 members of the 
Board of Directors, the Chairman of the Board 
shall place an item pertaining to the policies or 
procedures of the Bank on the agenda for dis-
cussion by the Board. Within 30 days after the 
date such a request is made, the Chairman shall 
hold a meeting of the Board at which the item 
shall be discussed.’’. 
SEC. 16. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 

MULTI-BUYER INSURANCE AND 
WORKING CAPITAL GUARANTEE PRO-
GRAMS. 

It is the sense of Congress that the Export-Im-
port Bank of the United States should seek to 
expand the number and size of the regional 
multi-buyer insurance programs and working 
capital guarantee programs operated by, 
through, or in conjunction with the Bank. 
SEC. 17. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING AN OF-

FICE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY PRO-
MOTION. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the Export-Import Bank of the United 

States should establish, within 2 years of the 
date of the enactment of this Act, an Office of 
Renewable Energy Promotion staffed by individ-
uals with appropriate expertise in renewable en-
ergy technologies to proactively identify new op-
portunities for renewable energy financing and 
to carry out section 2(b)(1)(K) of the Export-Im-
port Bank Act of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635(b)(1)(K)); 

(2) in carrying out the purposes of such an 
Office of Renewable Energy Promotion, the 
head of such Office should consider the rec-
ommendations of the Renewable Energy Exports 
Advisory Committee of the Bank to promote re-
newable energy technologies; and 

(3) the Bank should include in its annual re-
port a description of the activities carried out by 

such an Office of Renewable Energy Promotion, 
including for each year a description of the 
amount of credit extended by the Bank for re-
newable energy technologies during that year 
and a comparison between that amount and the 
amount of such credit extended by the Bank in 
previous years. 
SEC. 18. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS. 

(a) ENVIRONMENTAL REPRESENTATIVES ON THE 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Section 3(d) of the Ex-
port-Import Bank Act of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635a(d)) 
is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘15’’ and 

inserting ‘‘17’’; and 
(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘envi-

ronment,’’ before ‘‘production,’’; and 
(2) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end the 

following: 
‘‘(C) Not less than 2 members appointed to the 

Advisory Committee shall be representative of 
the environmental nongovernmental organiza-
tion community, except that no 2 of the members 
shall be from the same environmental organiza-
tion.’’. 

(b) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF CERTAIN DOCU-
MENTS.—Section 11(a)(1) of the Export-Import 
Bank of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635i-5(a)(1)) is amended 
by inserting after the first sentence the fol-
lowing: ‘‘Such procedures shall provide for the 
public disclosure of environmental assessments 
and supplemental environmental reports re-
quired to be submitted to the Bank, including 
remediation or mitigation plans and procedures, 
and related monitoring reports. The preceding 
sentence shall not be interpreted to require the 
public disclosure of any information described 
in section 1905 of title 18, United States Code.’’. 
SEC. 19. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 

STUDY OF BANK PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS FOR ASSISTANCE TO 
SMALL BUSINESSES, ESPECIALLY 
THOSE OWNED BY SOCIALLY AND 
ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED 
INDIVIDUALS AND THOSE OWNED BY 
WOMEN. 

(a) PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.—The Bank 
shall develop a set of performance standards for 
determining the extent to which the Bank has 
carried out successfully subparagraphs (E) and 
(I) of section 2(b)(1) of the Export-Import Bank 
Act of 1945, and the functions described in sub-
sections (f)(1), (g)(1), (h)(1), and (i)(1) of section 
3 of such Act. 

(b) ASSESSMENT OF STANDARDS.—Within 18 
months after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Comptroller General of the United 
States shall transmit to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs of the Senate— 

(1) an assessment of the performance stand-
ards developed by the Bank pursuant to sub-
section (a); and 

(2) using the performance standards developed 
pursuant to subsection (a), an assessment of the 
Bank’s efforts to carry out subparagraphs (E) 
and (I) of section 2(b)(1) of the Export-Import 
Bank Act of 1945, and the functions described in 
subsections (f)(1), (g)(1), (h)(1), and (i)(1) of sec-
tion 3 of such Act. 
SEC. 20. REPORTS. 

Section 8 of the Export-Import Bank Act of 
1945 (12 U.S.C. 635g) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(f) ADDITIONAL REPORTS.—Not later than 
March 31 of each year, the Bank shall submit to 
the Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the 
Senate reports on— 

‘‘(1) the extent to which the Bank has been 
able to use the authority provided, and has com-
plied with the mandates contained, in section 
2(b)(1)(E), and to the extent the Bank has been 
unable to fully use such authority and comply 
with such mandates, a report on the reasons for 
the Bank’s inability to do so and the steps the 
Bank is taking to remedy such inability; 

‘‘(2) the extent to which financing has been 
made available to small business concerns (de-
scribed in subsection (e)) to enable them to par-
ticipate in exports by major contractors, includ-
ing through access to the supply chains of the 
contractors through direct or indirect funding; 

‘‘(3) the specific measures the Bank will take 
in the upcoming year to achieve the small busi-
ness objectives of the Bank, including expanded 
outreach, product improvements, and related ac-
tions; 

‘‘(4) the progress made by the Bank in sup-
porting exports by socially and economically 
disadvantaged small business concerns (defined 
in section 8(a)(4) of the Small Business Act) and 
small business concerns (as defined in section 
3(a) of the Small Business Act) owned by 
women, including estimates of the amounts 
made available to finance exports directly by 
such small business concerns, a comparison of 
these amounts with the amounts made available 
to all small business concerns, and a comparison 
of such amounts with the amounts so made 
available during the 2 preceding years; 

‘‘(5) with respect to each type of transaction, 
the interest and fees charged by the Bank to ex-
porters (including a description of fees and in-
terest, if any, charged to small business con-
cerns), buyers, and other applicants in connec-
tion with each financing program of the Bank, 
and the highest, lowest, and average fees 
charged by the Bank for short term insurance 
transactions; 

‘‘(6) the effects of the fees on the ability of the 
Bank to achieve the objectives of the Bank re-
lating to small business; 

‘‘(7) the fee structure of the Bank as compared 
with those of foreign export credit agencies; and 

‘‘(8)(A) the efforts made by the Bank to carry 
out subparagraphs (E)(x) and (J) of section 
2(b)(1) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, 
including the total amount expended by the 
Bank to do so; and 

‘‘(B) if the Bank has been unable to comply 
with such subparagraphs— 

‘‘(i) an analysis of the reasons therefor; and 
‘‘(ii) what the Bank is doing to achieve, and 

the date by which the Bank expects to have 
achieved, such compliance.’’. 
SEC. 21. STUDY OF HOW EXPORT-IMPORT BANK 

COULD ASSIST UNITED STATES EX-
PORTERS TO MEET IMPORT NEEDS 
OF NEW OR IMPOVERISHED DEMOC-
RACIES; REPORT. 

(a) STUDY.—The Export-Import Bank of the 
United States shall conduct a study designed to 
assess the needs of new or impoverished democ-
racies, such as Liberia and Haiti, for imports 
from the United States, and shall determine 
what role the Bank can play a role in helping 
United States exporters seize the opportunities 
presented by the need for such imports. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Within 12 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Bank shall submit to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs of the Senate, in writing, a final 
report that contains the results of the study re-
quired by subsection (a). 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the Senate concur in the House amend-
ment, the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table, and any statements be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. FRIST. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF KENT A. JORDAN 
TO BE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT 
JUDGE FOR THE THIRD CIRCUIT 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the Senate proceed to executive session 
to consider Calendar No. 924. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the nomination. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Kent A. Jordan, of Delaware, 
to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the Third Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. FRIST. I send a cloture motion 
to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Kent A. Jordan, of Delaware, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the Southern 
District of Iowa. 

Bill Frist, Robert Bennett, Arlen Spec-
ter, Tom Coburn, Kit Bond, George 
Allen, Lindsey Graham, Trent Lott, 
Mel Martinez, Gordon Smith, Sam 
Brownback, Rick Santorum, Richard 
Burr, Hillary Clinton, Johnny Isakson, 
Jim DeMint. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the mandatory quorum be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this cir-
cuit court nomination was reported 
unanimously out of the Judiciary Com-
mittee. I do not believe there is any 
controversy with this nomination. I 
hope we could vitiate this cloture mo-
tion and proceed to an up-or-down vote 
during tomorrow’s session. In the 
meantime, I have filed cloture to en-
sure a vote this week on this circuit 
court nominee. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. FRIST. I now ask that we resume 
legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 7, 2006 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that when the Senate completes its 
business today, it stand in adjourn-
ment until 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, De-
cember 7. I further ask that following 
the prayer and pledge, the morning 
hour be deemed expired, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, the 

time for the two leaders be reserved, 
and the Senate resume executive ses-
sion for the consideration of the nomi-
nation of Andrew von Eschenbach; I 
further ask consent that there be 60 
minutes equally divided for debate 
prior to the cloture vote, with the time 
equally divided as follows: Chairman 
ENZI or his designee, 30 minutes; Sen-
ator GRASSLEY, 30 minutes; Senator 
VITTER, 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate overwhelmingly confirmed Robert 
Gates as Secretary of Defense today. I 
thank Chairman WARNER, once again, 
and Senator LEVIN for their tremen-
dous work in expediting this nomina-
tion through the committee. 

Tomorrow, the Senate will have a 
cloture vote on the nomination of the 
FDA Commissioner. I previously point-
ed out how important it is that we 
have a confirmed Commissioner there 
and thus I did file cloture to ensure 
that we did have before the end of this 
year. Senators can expect that vote 
somewhere around 10:30 to 10:45 tomor-
row morning. If cloture is invoked, 
which I expect it to be, it is my hope 
that we will be able to get an agree-
ment on scheduling a vote on confirma-
tion at a reasonable hour. 

We have several outstanding legisla-
tive and executive items to complete 
before we close out this Congress, so 
Senators should be prepared to be here 
until we get our work done. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. FRIST. If there is no further 
business to come before the Senate, I 
ask that the Senate stand in adjourn-
ment under the previous order, fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator DEWINE. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Ohio is recognized. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT JEREMY E. MURRAY 

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the Marine SGT Jeremy 
E. Murray, from Atwater, OH. On No-
vember 16, 2005, Sergeant Murray was 
killed when a roadside bomb hit his 
military vehicle in Iraq. He is survived 
by his wife Megan and his young son, 
Ian. Twenty-eight-year-old Sergeant 
Murray was also the devoted son of 
Harold and Pam Murray, and the 
brother of Lisa Murray. 

Jeremy lived a life that was a model 
of commitment and bravery. At the 
time of his death, Jeremy was serving 
his third tour of duty in Iraq. But be-
fore leaving, this is what he told his fa-
ther Harold: 

If I don’t come home, Dad, you know I died 
proudly. I died for what I wanted to do. This 
is my lifetime dream. 

Serving his Nation in the military 
was, indeed, the childhood dream of 
SGT Jeremy Murray—something that 
had been ingrained in him at a young 
age through a love of the outdoors. 
Born on February 5, 1978, Jeremy was 
only 2 years old when his father started 
taking him into the woods. From 
there, he never once looked back. 

Jeremy’s strong appreciation for and 
love of the outdoors translated into a 
childhood obsession with all things 
Daniel Boone—who Jeremy believed 
was the greatest hunter of all time. In-
deed, Jeremy wanted to be Daniel 
Boone. 

His parents made him a Daniel Boone 
hunting outfit, complete with a rac-
coon skin cap and a rabbit pelt vest. A 
family friend contributed by making 
Jeremy a metal Bowie knife. And, his 
dad even made a replica flintlock for 
him. 

Jeremy loved his Daniel Boone out-
fit. But, when he outgrew it, he found 
another uniform waiting for him—mili-
tary fatigues. And according to his fa-
ther, Jeremy ‘‘never was out of those. 
Never.’’ 

Jeremy’s mother remembers that her 
son grew up talking constantly about 
joining the military. He joined the 
Army after graduating from Waterloo 
High School in 1996. After his enlist-
ment ended, Jeremy came home and 
worked for awhile. But, only a few 
months later, he joined the Marines. It 
was simply the career Jeremy was 
meant to have. According to his father, 
Jeremy ‘‘wasn’t happy with anything 
but the military.’’ 

Jeremy’s mother agrees. ‘‘He really 
joined [the military] at birth,’’ she 
said. Pam also remembers how ready 
her son was for the military. She tells 
the following story: 

[Jeremy] was so prepared for military serv-
ice that when he entered boot camp, he 
broke down a rifle faster than his drill ser-
geant. The drill sergeant didn’t like that! 

Jeremy made the military his career, 
and he gave it his all. He was serving 
his third tour of duty in Iraq when he 
died. SGT John McLemore was a friend 
of Jeremy’s who served with him in 
Iraq. This is what John had to say 
about Jeremy’s service overseas: 

He was an uncompromising legend. We live 
in a world today where people compromise 
for their own comfort and give in just to ac-
commodate other people. My friend Jeremy 
didn’t do that. When we were in Iraq, he was 
by far the most competent leader for our sec-
tion. He didn’t hesitate to take the lead, and 
he definitely went out there and put himself 
directly in the line of fire on every patrol. 
. . . He knew what he had to do, and he got 
out there and did it. That’s what makes him 
a legend. He’ll be remembered forever. 

Indeed, Jeremy served his country 
with heroic bravery. His leadership has 
earned him more awards than I could 
name here, but they include the Purple 
Heart, a Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal with a Gold Star 
for heroic achievement. 

But Jeremy was much more than a 
dedicated marine. He was also a de-
voted husband, father, son, and broth-
er, who loved his family deeply. His 10- 
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