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achieved by all. Nepal can hopefully
now travel down the path of peace, sta-
bility and prosperity.

I commend the efforts of the leaders
of that nation who focused on the
greater good of the people of Nepal, and
I urge them to continue to move for-
ward.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield such time as he may
consume to my good friend the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr.
BLUMENAUER), a distinguished member
of the International Relations Com-
mittee.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
appreciate the gentleman’s courtesy in
permitting me to speak on this and his
leadership in bringing it forward with
my friend and colleague, the chairman
of our subcommittee.

Mr. Speaker, oftentimes there is so
much work that transpires in the
course of the International Relations
Committee dealing with things that
are too far removed from the world’s
viewpoint at any given time.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate my col-
league from New York introducing this
legislation. He brings to this debate
the experience of somebody who not
only was a Peace Corps volunteer years
ago, but continues his interest and con-
cern, although not a member of the
committee, somebody who has repeat-
edly brought his attention and exper-
tise and interest. And that is what I
think is the strength of what we can do
in this Chamber: having the strength
that comes from people who have the
experience, the concern, use this plat-
form to be able to focus the attention
in this country and around the world
on these things that seemingly are
minor on the world stage. But given
the devastation that has been incurred
on this small country, the loss of life,
the upset, the loss of progress, being
able to look at an opportunity like
this, it is not just for Nepal, but it
seems to me it is a demonstration of
taking some of these intractable issues
around the world and indicate that
there are opportunities for hope.

I just appreciate Congressman WALSH
bringing this forward. I know he has
had some other experience in the past
looking at other modest conundrums,
like in Northern Ireland, where his fol-
low-through and his commitment
makes a difference, and it is part of the
richness of the experience here in for-
eign affairs.

I hope that this is something as we
move forward to a new session, that we
will be able to keep the focus, the di-
rection and the attention, because
coming out of what we see in Iraq, we
are going to need more than ever op-
portunities to find areas of agreement
and to reinforce the positive aspects of
diplomacy.

I appreciate again the opportunity to
speak in support of this and strongly
urge my colleagues to not just support
this, but this is something where peo-
ple think about ways that they can
help spread this word for this impor-
tant work.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers, but I wish to take a bit of time to
express my own deep admiration for
my dear friend from Iowa, whose bril-
liance and decency and commitment
we shall miss more than any of us can
express.

During an extraordinarily distin-
guished, rich, impressive service, Con-
gressman LEACH has brought to this
body intellectual equipment, integrity,
a passionate commitment to the Con-
gress, and he will be sorely and deeply
missed by all of us on both sides of the
aisle.

On behalf of all of my colleagues on
the Democratic side, I want to express
our admiration, our respect and our
friendship for him, and wish him the
very best in what I am sure will be ex-
citing future endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
very much my distinguished friend,
and I wish him every great success as
he takes on the leadership of this com-
mittee in this coming Congress. We all
have a vested interest in the Congress
doing well and the country moving for-
ward.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of Nepalese democracy. | would
like to commend my colleague from New York,
Mr. WALSH, for introducing this important bill
and appreciate the opportunity to speak in
support of it today.

The Nepalese people, like all people, de-
serve to live in a country free from conflict and
to be represented by democratically elected
officials. These elected leaders need to create
a professional, non-political military force that
can adequately deal with the Maoist rebels
who have been destabilizing the country for so
long. Currently as a result of the Maoist rule,
nearly one third of the Nepalese people live
below the poverty line; if the government of
Nepal doesn’t live up to its moral obligation to
effectively govern many more will fall into des-
titution.

To those citizens who are fighting for de-
mocracy through non-violent methods, by
standing up grass-roots organizations and
educating people on the benefits of a free so-
ciety, | say keep up the good work. Continue
working to ensure freedom of the press and
that the rights of all citizens are respected and
not abused.

Mr. Speaker, | look forward to working in the
future with Mr. WALSH and the other cospon-
sors of this bill to ensure that Congress fo-
cuses on democratic progress throughout the
world.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WAMP). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Iowa
(Mr. LEACH) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1051, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds of those voting having responded
in the affirmative) the rules were sus-
pended and the resolution, as amended,
was agreed to.

December 6, 2006

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS AND PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF MO-
TIONS TO SUSPEND THE RULES

Mrs. CAPITO, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 109-720) on the resolution (H.
Res. 1096) waiving a requirement of
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules
and providing for consideration of mo-
tions to suspend the rules, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE
CONGO RELIEF, SECURITY, AND
DEMOCRACY PROMOTION ACT OF
2006

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the Senate Bill (S. 2125) to
promote relief, security, and democ-
racy in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. 2125

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Democratic
Republic of the Congo Relief, Security, and
Democracy Promotion Act of 2006”.

TITLE I—BILATERAL ACTION ON AD-
DRESSING URGENT NEEDS IN THE
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

SEC. 101. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The National Security Strategy of the
United States, dated September 17, 2002, con-
cludes that “‘[iln Africa, promise and oppor-
tunity sit side-by-side with disease, war, and
desperate poverty. This threatens both a
core value of the United States preserving
human dignity and our strategic priority
combating global terror. American interests
and American principles, therefore, lead in
the same direction: we will work with others
for an African continent that lives in liberty,
peace, and growing prosperity.”’

(2) On February 16, 2005, the Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency testified, “In
Africa, chronic instability will continue to
hamper counterterrorism efforts and pose
heavy humanitarian and peacekeeping bur-
dens.”

(3) According to the United States Agency
for International Development, ‘‘Given its
size, population, and resources, the Congo is
an important player in Africa and of long-
term interest to the United States.”

(4) The Democratic Republic of the Congo
is 2,345,410 square miles (approximately Vi
the size of the United States), lies at the
heart of Africa, and touches every major re-
gion of sub-Saharan Africa. Therefore, a se-
cure, peaceful, and prosperous Democratic
Republic of the Congo would have a profound
impact on progress throughout Africa.

(5) The most recent war in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, which erupted in 1998,
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