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time, this bill will put some buoys in 
the Atlantic as well. 
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This will be a first international tsu-
nami warning system using what are 
called piezometers to measure the 
depth of the ocean. 

The second thing the bill is going to 
do is the critical link in the chain of 
warning because buoys aren’t enough. 
We have got to have a way to warn peo-
ple, to educate people, to have systems 
in place so that they can evacuate 
along the coastlines. A little commu-
nity called LaPush, Washington now 
has a system where they can move the 
whole city in about 12 to 15 minutes. 
We need to have those systems, and 
this bill is going to do that. 

I want to say there is an additional 
benefit of this bill. False alarms hap-
pen as well. And when false alarms 
happen, we lose millions of dollars 
when we have false alarms. This whole 
system will reduce false alarms so that 
for the first time we can have a cred-
ible, meaningful, reliable tsunami de-
tection and warning system in this 
country. It is overdue. I am glad we are 
going to have it happen. It is one of the 
crowning achievements of the great ca-
reer of Chairman SHERWOOD BOEHLERT, 
who has done such great work for the 
environment and for science. We are all 
going to miss his great leadership. 

I want to note a fellow who just left 
the Speaker’s chair, Representative 
CHARLIE BASS, who hopefully will take 
credit for this as well for his great en-
vironmental stewardship. And it is a 
good day for America’s shorelines to 
protect us from tsunamis. 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I want to thank Mr. INSLEE for those 
very kind comments. I want to thank 
all my colleagues. It has been a great 
privilege to work with you and for you 
and for this great institution. 

I also want to observe, before we 
bring this to a close, the great work of 
the staff on both sides of the aisle who 
have labored long and hard, almost 2 
years on this bill alone. We don’t give 
enough recognition to the staff. Those 
of us who are more visible, we come be-
fore the House and we are recorded on 
C–SPAN and everybody says they are 
doing some good deeds. But the real 
driving force behind so much of what 
we do is the very able professional staff 
that we literally are blessed with, both 
Democrat and Republican. 

And this comes from a former staff 
member, but I came to Capitol Hill 42 
years ago as a starry-eyed young staff-
er. I got 3 years off for good behavior. 
I was elected county executive back 
home, and for the past 24 years I have 
been privileged to serve in my own 
right as a Member. But in those 42 
years, one of the most dramatic 
changes, and people are asking me this 
all the time as I am taking leave, what 
has changed about the House and about 
Congress, this institution? One of the 
most dramatic changes that is so often 

overlooked is a change for the good, for 
the positive, the very high degree of 
professionalism so evident in the staffs 
of the committees. And I take the 
Science Committee as a classic exam-
ple of how it should be done by all. The 
professionalism, the hard work, dedica-
tion on both sides of the aisle. 

And we are going into a new chapter. 
We as Republicans are going from the 
majority to the minority. The Demo-
crats are going from the minority to 
the majority. And people are saying, 
well, what is going to change? Well, I 
will tell you what is not going to 
change in the Science Committee. It is 
the working relationship across that 
center divide, the professionals who 
day in and day out prepare us for the 
debates, the hearings, and for the ac-
tivities that we are about. That is not 
going to change. The Democrats will 
have a few more and the Republicans 
will have a few less, but I guarantee 
you this: As the next Congress comes 
to a close and people are looking back 
on its performance, I fully expect that 
the Science Committee once again will 
be one of the stars in this Chamber. 

So with that, let me say to my col-
leagues on the committee how fortu-
nate I consider myself to have had the 
privilege of working with and for you 
over the years, and as I say to all my 
colleagues in this Chamber, I urge your 
support for H.R. 1674, as amended. It is 
a bill that demonstrates that when we 
work together, we can accomplish so 
much for so many. 

Mr. Speaker, I insert an exchange of 
letters between the Committees on 
Science and International Relations in 
the RECORD. 

I want to thank the staff on both sides of the 
aisle, who have labored for more than 2 years 
on this bill. That includes Eric Webster, who 
has since moved on to NOAA, and David 
Goldston, Sara Gray, Chad English, and espe-
cially Amy Carroll, who has worked tirelessly 
to keep this bill moving forward. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RE-
LATIONS, 

Washington, DC, December 6, 2006. 
Hon. SHERWOOD BOEHLERT, 
Chairman, Committee on Science, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing regard-
ing the jurisdictional interest of the Com-
mittee on International Relations in H.R. 
1674, the Tsunami Warning and Education 
Act, as proposed for consideration under sus-
pension of the Rules of the House. 

The Committee on International Relations 
recognizes the importance of H.R. 1674 and 
the need for the legislation to move expedi-
tiously. Therefore, I will not stand in the 
way of floor consideration. This, of course, is 
conditional on our mutual understanding 
that nothing in this legislation or my deci-
sion to allow the bill to come to the floor 
waives, reduces or otherwise affects the ju-
risdiction of the Committee on International 
Relations, and that a copy of this letter and 
your letter in response will be included in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD when the bill is 
considered on the House Floor. 

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter. 

Sincerely, 
HENRY J. HYDE, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, 

Washington, DC, December 6, 2006. 
Hon. HENRY J. HYDE, 
Chairman, Committee on International Rela-

tions, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 

letter regarding floor consideration of H.R. 
1674, the Tsunami Warning and Education 
Act, as proposed for consideration under sus-
pension of the Rules of the House. I appre-
ciate your willingness to work with me so 
that H.R. 1674 can move expeditiously to the 
floor. 

I agree that your action does not waive, re-
duce or otherwise affect any jurisdiction 
your Committee might have over H.R. 1674. 
As you requested, the exchange of letters be-
tween our two committees will be included 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD during consid-
eration of the bill on the House floor. 

Thank you for your cooperation in moving 
this important legislation. 

Sincerely, 
SHERWOOD BOEHLERT, 

Chairman. 

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GILLMOR). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 1674, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds of those voting having responded 
in the affirmative) the rules were sus-
pended and the bill, as amended, was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed 
without amendment a bill of the House 
of the following title: 

H.R. 4510. An act to direct the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library to accept the donation 
of a bust depicting Sojourner Truth and to 
display the bust in a a suitable location in 
the Capitol. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with an amendment 
in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested, a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 6143. An act to amend title XXVI of 
the Public Health Service Act to revise and 
extend the program for providing life-saving 
care for those with HIV/AIDS. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MILTON 
FRIEDMAN 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1089) honoring 
the life of Milton Friedman. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 1089 

Whereas Milton Friedman earned a degree 
in economics from Rutgers University, and 
later earned a master’s degree from the Uni-
versity of Chicago and a doctorate degree 
from Columbia University; 
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