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LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
turn to legislative session. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. The legislative 
clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The Senator 
from Georgia is recognized. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that I be recog-
nized for up to 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

COMMENDING SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE RUMSFELD 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I 
rise today to commend a gentleman 
who has served our country with honor, 
integrity, and distinction for the past 6 
years and who has sacrificed his en-
ergy, a comfortable private life, as well 
as his personal privacy in service to 
our men and women in uniform during 
the course of two wars that our coun-
try did not invite and did not welcome. 
That gentleman is Donald Rumsfeld. 

As I have worked with Secretary 
Rumsfeld over the last 6 years as a U.S. 
Senator and as a U.S. Representative, 
he and I have occasionally disagreed, 
and those disagreements have been 
very public, very open, and very heart-
felt on both sides. But there is no ques-
tion in my mind that Don Rumsfeld 
has given the President and the United 
States as much commitment, energy, 
and service as any previous Secretary 
of Defense in the history of our great 
country. For that, this entire country 
owes Don Rumsfeld a debt of gratitude. 

It sometimes surprises me that we 
can convince high-quality, intelligent, 
committed people like Donald Rums-
feld to leave private life, often near or 
at the end of their careers, to take jobs 
in government that require an enor-
mous amount of commitment, sac-
rifice, and sometimes offer few re-
wards. These individuals could, with-
out question, be better off financially 
and sleeping much better and might 
even be happier if they were doing 
something else. Donald Rumsfeld has 
served as Secretary of Defense during 
one of the more difficult times in our 
Nation’s history. As a nation, we 
should be grateful that someone of his 
caliber has served as long and with as 
much distinction in the job as he has. 
I think we as a nation should be grate-
ful, regardless of whether we agree or 
disagree with everything Secretary 
Rumsfeld has done or tried to do dur-
ing his tenure. We should be grateful 
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