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host of physical, psychosocial, educational,
and vocational challenges, approximately 90
percent of all babies diagnosed with Spina
Bifida live into adulthood, approximately 80
percent have normal IQ’s, and approximately
75 percent participate in sports and other rec-
reational activities. With access to appropriate
and comprehensive care, people with Spina
Bifida can live productive and fulfilling lives.
The National Spina Bifida Program—which |
helped to create with Representative CHRIS
SMITH—plays a critical role in improving the
quality of life for people with Spina Bifida. | am
hopeful that the House allocation of $6 million
for the program in FY 2007 will be maintained
in the final FY 2007 Labor-Health and Human
Services-Education bill and thank my col-
leagues in advance for helping to ensure this
important funding is provided.

| thank the SBA for its partnership and its
commitment to ensuring that we are doing all
that we can to reduce and prevent suffering
from Spina Bifida and | congratulate the SBA
on the occasion of its 18th annual Roast that
took place on October 3rd . | would also like
to take this opportunity to commend the SBA
of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan for work-
ing tirelessly to help the families of those living
with Spina Bifida meet the challenges and
enjoy the rewards of raising their children.

———

REMEMBERING THE TRAGEDY OF
FLIGHT 587 ON THE FIFTH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FATAL CRASH

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 15, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the lives of the 265 people who lost
their lives on November 12, 2001 when Amer-
ican Airlines Flight 587 crashed into Belle Har-
bor in Queens, NY.

November 12 will always be a solemn day
in hearts of many, including my own. On that
fateful day, when the American Airlines Flight
587 crashed into Belle Harbor Queens and
kiled 260 passengers and 5 residents, it
changed the lives of not just their families, but
also multiple communities here and in the Do-
minican Republic.

There is no rhyme or reason to such events.
No amount of time or information will ever an-
swer why it happened. Just two months after
the tragedy of Sept. 11, the crash reminded us
all of how fragile our lives are and how pre-
cious are the moments we share daily with our
loved ones.

Leaders and government officials on every
level of government have tried to do their best
to ease the grief of the families and bring
some sense of closure to this tragedy. We
have organized economic and social re-
sources for relatives, pressed the NTSB to
conduct a thorough investigation, and urged
American Airlines to do what is right when set-
tling with families.

There are, of course, still some outstanding
issues. Yet today, after a lot of hard work, we
will see the unveiling of a memorial that is
more than a reminder of an unexplained trag-
edy, but a beautiful testament to how they
lived.
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They were like millions of dreamers who
come to this land, strapped with hopes for a
better life for themselves and their children.
These immigrants bring a dynamic energy to
this land, achievements that can be seen in
every part of society. Yet no matter how suc-
cessful they are here, no matter how grateful
they are to their American opportunities, part
of their soul still remain in their homelands.

For thousands of Dominicans, that first flight
of the morning—or any flight back to the Do-
minican—is what they dream about when they
are pulling the long hours, working multiple
jobs and stretching their paychecks to survive
in this city. It is more than their reward for a
job well done. It is their chance to enjoy a
home cooked meal by midday with those they
hadn't seen for months or years. It is their
chance to feel complete again—if only for just
a couple of days.

It is not easy, but it is a sacrifice that many
do daily.

And so, while there is much to be sad about
today, we can all take comfort that this memo-
rial will always serve as a reminder of the
beauty and strength of the Dominican people.
A reminder that the families of Flight 587 have
not been crushed by the weight of this dev-
astating tragedy or the adversity that has fol-
lowed.

A reminder that the spirit of a community did
not die that day, but instead, continues to
grow and inspire others.

———

TROOPS TO TEACHERS
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2006

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 15, 2006

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today, my col-
league, Mr. PETRI, and | introduced the Troops
to Teachers Improvement Act of 2006. | am
proud to bring this bipartisan effort before the
House. | first learned about the Troops to
Teachers program at a California Purple Heart
Veterans Day event in my district. Two dif-
ferent veterans who are participating in the
Troops to Teachers program spoke with me
about the program and how it had offered
them the chance to continue to contribute to
our country. After serving their country in the
Armed Forces, they were now able to teach in
high-need school districts.

With a slogan like, “Proud To Serve Again,”
Troops to Teachers is a unique program that
provides stipends to military retirees to obtain
the necessary certification for a second career
in teaching. Equally important, the program
places much needed math, science and spe-
cial education teachers in the classroom. In
fact, over 46 percent of Troops to Teachers
participants teach science, a significant im-
provement over the national average of 18
percent. Additionally, veterans who participate
in the Troops to Teachers program fill another
void for male and ethnic minority teachers.
Right now, our country is seeing 7 percent of
the Nation’s teaching force leave every year,
and we have a need for highly qualified
science and math teachers. Simply put, the
Troops to Teachers program has never been
more important.
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First authorized in 1993, the program was
designed to help members of the military ob-
tain teaching credentials to teach in large dis-
tricts with low-income schools. A variety of re-
tired, separated, active duty and transitioning
military members and veterans—including dis-
abled veterans—are eligible to participate.
Those who are interested are required to have
a bachelor’'s or advanced degree, or if apply-
ing for a vocational or technical teaching posi-
tion, are required to have at least 6 years of
experience in the field. The program has suc-
cessfully recruited and placed almost 10,000
veterans in school districts since then. In my
home State of California, 571 veterans are
currently participating in the program.

Unfortunately, a small change under the No
Child Left Behind Act, NCLB, of 2001 greatly
affected where veterans could teach to fulfill
their stipend. In some areas of the country, re-
tiring military and veterans interested in the
program now have to drive 50 to 100 miles to
find an eligible school. This has resulted in a
20-30 percent drop-off in veteran participation,
which has seriously hindered this productive
and necessary program.

The bill that my esteemed colleague Mr.
PETRI and | are introducing today would fix
this error. The bill would allow participants to
fulfill their teaching obligation at any school
that receives title | funding, and is therefore,
considered a high-need school. Prior to the
NCLB change, participants were able to fulfill
their teaching obligation in any school within
my district in Sacramento, as they all receive
title | funding. However, under the more re-
strictive rule, only 211 of the 350 schools in
my district are eligible. Currently, 61 percent of
the high schools in my district are not eligible.

| believe in this program and want to see
disabled and retiring military have a second
chance at serving our country. Recently, the
Disabled American Veterans magazine pub-
lished a story about William Mimigia, a retired
Marine Corps major who proudly served in our
military for 31 years. Now a middle school
special education teacher, Mr. Mimigia was re-
cently named the 2006 Middle School Teacher
of the Year by the California Troops to Teach-
ers program. In the article, he is quoted as
saying, “l served with good people who sac-
rificed so much for our country. | promised
myself | would find a way to help them some
day. What better way than to help their kids
and the kids some of them would never have
a chance to have? Teaching lets me do that.”

Mr. Mimigia’s dedication to serving our
country and contributing to future generations
is honorable. This program offers our returning
veterans an opportunity for them to feel the
same sense of fulfillment that Mr. Mimigia ex-
pressed. Troops to Teachers brings important
math, science, and foreign language expertise
to our classroom and fills a critical need
among our educators. These characteristics
make Troops to Teachers an excellent source
of highly qualified educators and my colleague
and | bring this bill before the House today to
ensure that others can continue to serve our
country—whether in the military or in the
classroom. | hope that we can work swiftly on
this bipartisan bill to do just that, and will con-
tinue to support the ideals behind the Troops
to Teachers program in the 110th Congress.
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TRIBUTE TO LINDA MILLS

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 15, 2006

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the memory of Linda Mills of
Champaign, lllinois who passed away on
Thursday, September 14, 2006. A great com-
munity leader and active businesswoman,
Linda Mills has left a footprint in Central lllinois
that will always be remembered.

Linda Mills was dedicated to improving the
lives of those in the Champaign-Urbana com-
munity for many years. As President of Busey
Travel and director of Busey Bank, Mrs. Mills
volunteered at the Don Moyer Boys & Girls
Club where she served as president for many
years. The executive director of this club re-
members Linda Mills as an extremely compas-
sionate lady, she was very interested in the
education of our kids. Along with the Boys &
Girls Club, Mrs. Mills also volunteered her
time at the Cunningham Children’s Home
where the President and CEO of the Home al-
ways remembers Linda Mills’ heart for the
community, helping to meet the needs of chil-
dren and adults who needed help overcoming
the odds. She did so many great things in an
unassuming fashion. She was someone who
wasn’t flashy. So much she did, no one would
ever know about.

One longtime friend, Carol Scharlau, has
said that Linda Mills had a commitment to
building a better community and in such a sin-
cere and caring way. Some people volunteer
for different reasons. But with Linda, compas-
sion for others came through in everything she
did.

In 2005, Linda Mills and her husband Doug
pledged $10 million to establish the Mills
Breast Cancer Institute at Carle Clinic in Ur-
bana. As one who had suffered from breast
cancer herself, Mrs. Mills felt very strongly
about the research and the help this organiza-
tion could give to serve others who suffer from
breast cancer.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in honoring the memory of Mrs. Linda
Mills.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARILYN
MENNELLO

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 15, 2006

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to Marilyn Mennello of
Winter Park, Florida, a wonderful friend, tire-
less advocate for the arts and community
leader in Central Florida. She was a philan-
thropist who rose to national prominence as
an arts patron who inspired all whom she met.

From humble beginnings in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia, Marilyn moved to the Orlando area in
1962. Raising two daughters, she was a suc-
cessful business woman and community activ-
ist.

She devoted her time and energy to charity
work, especially in the arts. In 1964, she was
appointed to the Cultural Affairs Committee
and later founded a volunteer group of 101
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women to raise funding for the Loch Haven
Arts Center, now the Orlando Museum of Art.
This group became one of the most success-
ful fundraising organizations in Central Florida
benefiting the Orlando Science Center, the Or-
lando Museum of Art, the American Heart As-
sociation of Central Florida and the Florida
Hospital. In 1998 she and her husband, Mi-
chael Mennello cofounded the Orlando
Mennello Museum.

She is credited for discovering the work of
Earl Cunningham, a self-taught artist and shop
owner from Maine. He displayed his paintings
in his St. Augustine shop that included an
array of vivid harbor scenes and Americana.
Over 15 years, the Mennellos worked to pro-
mote him as an important folk artist. The
Mennellos presented one of his pieces to
President George W. Bush for the White
House Collection. Cunningham’s art now
hangs proudly in the Mennello Museum. An
exhibition featuring Cunningham’s work will
open in the Smithsonian in Washington, DC
next year.

Not only was Marilyn Mennello special to art
appreciation in America, she was a patriot
who dearly loved our country. She was also a
loving mother and grandmother to her daugh-
ters, Lynda and Sylvia, and her grandsons,
Alec and Andrew.

To her devoted husband, Michael, we ex-
tend our deepest sympathy.

To Marilyn’s entire family, we extend our
condolences.

Mr. Speaker, because of Marilyn Mennello’s
dedication to our Nation and to art in America,
| ask all Members of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in recognizing and re-
membering her life.

RETIREMENT OF PEARL MOORE

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 15, 2006

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize my constituent and Oncology Nurs-
ing Society Chief Executive Officer Pearl
Moore, for her life-long commitment to ad-
vancing oncology nursing and helping people
with cancer. In January, Pearl will be retiring
from her position as the CEO of the Oncology
Nursing Society.

Ms. Moore has lived and worked in Pitts-
burgh all of her life, and we are proud to have
her as a member of our community. Ms.
Moore received both her Bachelor of Science
of Nursing and Master of Nursing degrees
from the University of Pittsburgh and has been
an adjunct assistant professor at the Univer-
sity’s School of Nursing since 1983.

As a pioneer practitioner, Pearl served at
Montefiore Hospital in Pittsburgh as one of the
nation’s first oncology clinical nurse specialists
in the nation. Thirty years ago, Ms. Moore and
other oncology nurses founded the Oncology
Nursing Society and in 1983 she became its
CEO. During her tenure, the Oncology Nursing
Society has grown to the largest organization
of oncology health professionals in the world,
with more than 33,000 registered nurses and
other health care professionals. The Society’s
mission is to promote excellence in oncology
nursing and quality cancer care. The Oncology
Nursing Society honors and maintains
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nursing’s historical and essential commitment
to the public good by providing nurses and
healthcare professionals with access to the
highest quality educational programs, cancer-
care resources, research opportunities, and
networks for peer support. | commend the On-
cology Nursing Society’s staff and members,
especially Ms. Moore, for all that they do and
have done to improve the quality of care for
people with cancer.

Ms. Moore’s strong leadership and experi-
ence in quality cancer care has been recog-
nized by many organizations. In 1996, the
International Society of Nurses in Cancer Care
presented her with its Distinguished Merit
Award in recognition of steadfast and prolific
contributions to the art and science of cancer
care worldwide. In 2004, Ms. Moore was
named a University of Pittsburgh Legacy Lau-
reate, which honors alumni who have been
recognized for their outstanding personal and
professional achievements. Additionally, Ms.
Moore serves as a member of the School of
Nursing’s Board of Visitors at the University of
Pittsburgh, as well as the Advisory Board for
People to People, and the Johnson & Johnson
Advisory Board for the Campaign for Nursing’s
Future. All of these honors are extremely well-
deserved. | understand that despite all of her
professional achievements, she is most proud
of her role as beloved grandmother of her two
grandsons, Niko and Tony. Niko and Tony are
lucky young men to have such an accom-
plished and dedicated grandmother.

On behalf of the people of Pennsylvania’s
14th Congressional District and all people who
have or may be touched by cancer, | would
like to thank Ms. Moore for her outstanding
and innumerable contributions to oncology
nursing. As a nurse and leader in the field for
almost 50 years, Ms. Moore has made it her
life’s mission to help others, and she should
be applauded for all she has accomplished.
Cancer patients and their families have bene-
fited immensely from Ms. Moore’s involvement
and leadership in cancer care.

| am most grateful to Pearl Moore for her
ongoing commitment to assuring access to
quality cancer care for all cancer patients and
their families, and | wish her all the best on
the occasion of her retirement.

———

TRIBUTE TO NATIONAL ADOPTION
DAY

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 15, 2006

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Saturday, November 18th as Na-
tional Adoption Day and to celebrate all adop-
tive families.

On the Saturday before Thanksgiving, court-
rooms across the country will come together
to dedicate the resources of our judicial sys-
tem to finalize adoptions of kids currently in
the foster care system.

In the five years since National Adoption
Day was established, it has truly grown into a
national celebration. Last year, 3,300 adop-
tions were finalized as part of 227 nationwide
events.

Unfortunately, despite the declining number
of children waiting in foster care, there are still
118,000 children seeking adoption.
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