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Holiness Pope Benedict XVI in 2005. There, 
he represents the Church’s peace efforts in 
the war-torn region. 

In addressing efforts for peace in the Holy 
Land, Archbishop Twal steadfastly advocates 
a necessity for justice. In a land inundated by 
strife, conflict, and bloodshed, he envisions 
the Church as a ‘‘voice of peace and forgive-
ness.’’ It is this voice of reason, faith, and 
compassion that Archbishop Twal uses in 
building bridges instead of burning them. In-
stead of seeing the world in terms of Chris-
tians, Jews, and Muslims, Archbishop Twal 
has proclaimed, ‘‘the Holy City is the mother 
of all the faithful children of Abraham.’’ By giv-
ing respect to all groups involved in the strug-
gle, he has commanded vast admiration from 
a variety of organizations representing dif-
fering viewpoints that are all interested in 
peace through justice. 

Much like his intellectual predecessors, 
Archbishop Twal has found that a nonviolent, 
faith-based approach to addressing even the 
most embittered situations of political strife is 
the most effective means by which to ensure 
a lasting, sustainable peace. As the President 
of Bethlehem University, he has continued to 
champion the peaceful Christian message 
through higher education, despite repeated 
military threats to shut the facility down by 
force. It is with this unwavering dedication to 
peaceful Christian values, combined with keen 
political insight, that Archbishop Twal con-
tinues to forge a reputation as a man of hope, 
peace, and understanding. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honoring Archbishop Twal’s continued and 
unrelenting commitment and resounding ef-
forts to promoting peace through under-
standing, acceptance, and justice. His work for 
peace through justice stands as a beacon of 
guidance for the global peace movement as a 
whole. 
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TRIBUTE TO GEORGE ‘‘DOC’’ GUN-
THER AS HE RETIRES FROM THE 
CONNECTICUT GENERAL ASSEM-
BLY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the career of the Honorable 
George ‘‘Doc’’ Gunther, State Senator from 
Connecticut’s 21st Senate Assembly District— 
an elected office which he has held for a stun-
ning twenty terms—forty years! During his re-
markable tenure, ‘‘Doc’’ has represented his 
constituents and the State of Connecticut with 
both integrity and dignity. Currently the longest 
serving member of the General Assembly, I 
have no doubt that his passionate, vocal advo-
cacy will be missed by his colleagues as well 
as the staff—the General Assembly will not be 
the same without him. 

Throughout his legislative career, ‘‘Doc’’ has 
been an active advocate in many areas. He 
has served on the Public Health Committee 
since he was first elected and has spent more 
than thirty years as a member of the Regula-
tion Review Committee. Growing up on the 
Long Island Sound, the environmental health 
of this natural jewel has always been a priority 
for ‘‘Doc.’’ He has authored several pieces of 

landmark legislation aimed at protecting the 
Sound and was instrumental in the establish-
ment of the Bi-State Long Island Sound Ma-
rine Resources Committee of which he cur-
rently serves as State Chair. ‘‘Doc’’ also 
served for eleven years as the State Chair of 
the American Legislative Exchange Council, 
the largest bipartisan membership association 
of state legislators, and has spent more than 
twenty-six years as an active member and 
Connecticut’s Legislative Commissioner for the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. 
His knowledge of the Long Island Sound, as 
an economic resource and fishery habitat, has 
been an invaluable tool in the fight to protect 
the Sound from industrialization and pollution. 

There are few in the Stratford community or 
in Hartford’s Legislative Office Building that do 
not know ‘‘Doc.’’ He is unafraid to voice his 
opinion and has always fought hard for those 
issues which are important to him and his con-
stituents. Stratford, Connecticut, the commu-
nity which ‘‘Doc’’ has represented for the last 
four decades, is home to the American Shake-
speare Festival Theater which, unfortunately, 
fell into disrepair in recent years. Knowing 
what this cultural and historic landmark meant 
to the Town of Stratford and its residents, 
‘‘Doc’’ spearheaded the effort by the Stratford 
delegation to secure half a million dollars to-
wards the efforts to restore the Theater to its 
original glory. 

‘‘Doc’’ has also been a leader in the effort 
to create the Connecticut Air and Space Mu-
seum which is located at the former site of the 
Stratford Army Engine Plant. The museum is 
a tribute to the rich history of the Connecticut 
aviation industry—especially the contributions 
of the Vought F4U Corsair used during World 
War II. These are just two examples of the te-
nacity and leadership ‘‘Doc’’ has shown 
throughout his tenure in the General Assem-
bly. 

Though we come from differing political 
backgrounds, I have been proud to work with 
‘‘Doc’’ for so many years. He is a force to be 
reckoned with and has been an outstanding 
public servant. It is an honor for me to extend 
my deepest thanks and appreciation to 
George ‘‘Doc’’ Gunther, not only for his dec-
ades of dedicated service to public life, but for 
the many invaluable contributions he has 
made to the Town of Stratford and the State 
of Connecticut. His good work has left an in-
delible mark on our community and will benefit 
our state for generations to come. I wish him, 
his wife, Priscilla, his three children, three 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren the 
very best for many more years of health and 
happiness. 
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RECOGNIZING WWII VETERAN AND 
POW STEVE RAYMOND OF 
LECANTO, FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor a Prisoner of War 
from World War II, Steve Raymond of 
Lecanto, Florida. While serving as a volunteer 
in the Army Air Corps in the Philippines, Mr. 
Raymond was among 78,000 American and 
Filipino soldiers captured by the enemy and 

forced to participate in what became known as 
the Bataan Death March. 

Mr. Raymond has written a book, ‘‘Too 
Dead to Die: A Memoir of Bataan and Be-
yond,’’ about his experience as a POW. This 
first-hand account recreates his experiences 
from daily journals that he kept while impris-
oned by the Japanese. It also details his 
memories of the sixty mile force-march along 
the Bataan Peninsula to a prison camp known 
as Camp O’Donnell. 

During the Bataan Death March, many of 
the prisoners were beaten, beheaded, tortured 
and left to die along the side of the path. For 
those not executed along the way, the entire 
group went without food, and many contracted 
malaria and dysentery. 

Once at Camp O’Donnell, the 9,000 remain-
ing prisoners were forced to drink from one 
water fountain, tortured and beaten, and were 
kept from learning anything about the outside 
world or how the war was progressing. 

Mr. Raymond was kept prisoner in the Phil-
ippines for a year and a half, and then moved 
to Japan. While a prisoner in Japan, he was 
forced to work in a steel mill. Other POWs 
took were put to work as stevedores, coal and 
copper and bauxite miners, and in aircraft 
manufacturing plants and shipyards. 

Following the surrender of the Japanese in 
1945, Mr. Raymond was hospitalized for near-
ly a year to recover from his malnutrition and 
disease. After his recovery, Mr. Raymond en-
rolled at the University of Missouri and grad-
uated with Bachelor of Journalism and Master 
of Arts degrees. He then entered into a long 
and successful career as a newspaperman, 
eventually retiring from the Tampa Tribune in 
1978. 

Mr. Speaker, veterans of the Bataan Death 
March like Steve Raymond should be recog-
nized for their service to our nation and for 
their commitment and sacrifices in battle. With 
fewer than a hundred or so of these brave 
prisoners of war still alive, it is incumbent on 
all Americans to hear their stories and pre-
serve their memories. Steve Raymond should 
know that we truly consider him one of Amer-
ica’s heroes. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO BEACON 
COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take this time to honor a school in my dis-
trict for their excellence in physical fitness. 
The President’s Council on Physical Fitness 
and Sports recognized Beacon Country Day 
School as a state champion in physical fitness 
far Category I schools. 

The winner of this award is the school with 
the highest percentage of students performing 
above the 85th percentile in various physical 
assessments. The test included various endur-
ance challenges to measure the overall phys-
ical fitness of the individuals. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to 
honor the students of Beacon Country Day 
School as repeat winners of the President’s 
physical fitness award. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 518, S. 819, The Pactola Reservoir Re-
allocation Authorization Act, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF PRI-
VATE FIRST CLASS NICHOLAS 
ROGERS TO OUR COUNTRY 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to PFC Nicholas Rog-
ers, 27, who died while serving our Nation in 
Iraq. 

Prior to joining the Army, Nicholas spent his 
childhood living in Deltona, Florida where he 
was a Boy Scout. Nicholas graduated from 
Deltona High School where he played the 
drums and had a special appreciation of all 
things Star Wars. 

After earning an emergency medical techni-
cian certificate from Daytona Beach Commu-
nity College, Nicholas followed his father’s 
footsteps into public service. Nicholas enlisted 
in the military to gain experience to pursue his 
dream of becoming an emergency room 
nurse. He was assigned to the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 4th Battalion, 
31st Infantry Regiment, 10th Mountain Division 
unit out of Fort Drum, NY which was deployed 
to Baghdad. His colleagues remember a com-
passionate individual who cared deeply for 
others while his family recalls his uncanny 
ability to make people laugh. 

We should all remember Nicholas’s courage 
and his ultimate sacrifice for our Nation. The 
freedom we enjoy and the liberty in the world 
for which he fought are part of the great leg-
acy that PFC Nicholas Rogers leaves behind. 
He is buried in Deltona, FL. 

To Nicholas’s wife, Kelly; their daughter, 
Jocelyn; their unborn daughter; his parents, 
Robert and Penny; and his entire family, we 
extend our deepest sympathy. 

Mr. Speaker, because of PFC Nicholas 
Rogers’s sacrifice for our country, I ask all 
Members of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to join me in recognizing his service in 
our Nation’s Armed Forces and remembering 
both his life and his dedication to the United 
States of America. 
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IN HONOR OF ANNA CABALLERO 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the achievements of Anna Caballero. 
Anna first moved to Salinas in 1982 and start-
ed a law office specifically to provide excellent 
legal representation for working people. She 
promptly became active in town, and due to 

her immense enthusiasm she was quickly rec-
ognized as a community leader. She served 
on the city council for 7 years, including 4 
years as Vice Mayor. In 1998 Anna was elect-
ed as the first female Mayor in the 126-year 
history of the city of Salinas, and has hence 
served 4 terms. 

During her tenure as city Mayor, Anna was 
a driving force in improving life for the people 
of Salinas. Some of her most successful 
projects were the diversification of Salinas’s 
economic base, improving the affordability of 
local housing, the redevelopment of historic 
downtown Salinas, and ensuring the perma-
nent funding of the Salinas library. The key to 
her success was her innate ability to sit peo-
ple down, get straight to the issue and have 
them reach a consensus. Furthermore, Anna 
used her talents to streamline the Mayor’s of-
fice and develop partnerships with neighbor-
hoods, parent groups, labor groups, school 
districts, local businesses and the greater Sali-
nas community. 

Anna’s accomplishments in the community 
have not gone unnoticed. In 1996, Anna was 
honored with the ‘‘Athena’’ award for ‘‘entre-
preneurial excellence’’ by the Salinas Area 
Chamber of Commerce, the most prestigious 
honor the Chamber can bestow upon a fellow 
businessperson. In 2000, the Monterey Coun-
try Lawyers Association granted Anna the Jus-
tice Ribbon Award, the Association’s highest 
award for members who bring distinction to 
the legal profession through commitment to 
public service. 

Anna has continued to reach out to the 
community. She is an avid volunteer coach for 
local baseball and soccer teams. She works 
with the Mexican-American Women’s National 
Association, ‘‘MANA’’, to raise scholarship 
money for young women continuing to higher 
education. Anna is also an Executive Director 
of the non-profit Partners for Peace, dedicated 
to developing multi-disciplinary partnerships, 
which share community resources to bring 
about community change. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise once more to applaud 
Anna Caballero’s many accomplishments. On 
behalf of the United States Congress, I would 
like to congratulate her on her successful ca-
reer, and express my sincere gratitude for her 
commitment to the community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF TONY DAYSOG 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Tony Daysog for his 10 years of 
faithful service to the city of Alameda, Cali-
fornia as Councilmember and Vice Mayor. 

Mr. Daysog was first elected to the Alameda 
City Council on November 5, 1996 and served 
as a Councilmember from December 17, 1996 
until December 1998. He served as Vice 
Mayor from December 2002 until December 
2005. 

During his tenure, Tony Daysog served on 
numerous agencies, including the League of 
California Cities, the Airport Noise Operations 
Committee, the Alameda County Private In-
dustry Council, the Alameda County Waste 
Management Authority, and the Associated 
Community Action Program Government 

Board. He also has served as a member of 
the Economic Development Commission and 
was a member of the Alameda Reuse and Re-
development Authority overseeing the redevel-
opment of the Alameda Naval Air Station. 

Mr. Daysog has been active in the preserva-
tion of the City of Alameda’s neighborhoods 
and a strong advocate for the planning and 
safety of Alameda’s communities. He aggres-
sively championed traffic planning and is a 
strong advocate of mass transit. He brought 
forward the issue of bus zones, red curbs and 
access to transportation. 

He introduced the idea of domestic partners’ 
eligibility for property transfer tax exemptions 
and the requirement for a competitive bid 
process for all bonds and debt issued by the 
city of Alameda. 

During his 10 years as a member of the Al-
ameda City Council, Mr. Daysog never missed 
a regularly scheduled Council meeting. On 
December 19, 2006, the City will express its 
appreciation for Tony Daysog’s exemplary 
commitment for the benefit of the City of Ala-
meda. 

I join the City in thanking Mr. Daysog for his 
years of service and wish him every success 
in his future endeavors. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF FIRST BAP-
TIST CHURCH OF LEWISVILLE’S 
125TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the First Baptist Church of 
Lewisville’s 125th anniversary in the 26th dis-
trict of Texas. The Church has been a pillar of 
leadership and worship in the Lewisville com-
munity. 

The rich history of First Baptist Church of 
Lewisville began with just 13 members in 
1869, and has continued to thrive and grow 
into the prominent worship community that it is 
today. Under the dedicated leadership of Sen-
ior Pastor Dr. Stephen Hatfield, it serves the 
needs of its members by offering both tradi-
tional and more informal worship services, stu-
dent ministries, and Bible Study classes for all 
ages. 

The First Baptist Church of Lewisville plans 
to commemorate this momentous occasion 
with a celebration worship service, followed by 
a Gospel Gathering Music Celebration. 

I am honored to have the First Baptist 
Church of Lewisville in my district. I am con-
fident that the First Baptist Church of 
Lewisville will continue to foster stewardship 
and faith among the citizens of our community 
for another 125 years. 
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TRIBUTE TO TAINA VASQUEZ 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the accomplishments of one of 
my constituents, Taina Vasquez of the Bronx, 
New York. I wish to recognize Taina for her 
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