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war, struggle to build more just commu-
nities, foster education for justice and peace,
eliminate poverty and advance sustainable
development for future generations.

A MULTI-RELIGIOUS CALL TO ACTION

As religious leaders, we commit ourselves
to advance shared security through advo-
cacy, education, and other forms of multi-re-
ligious action, and to share this Kyoto Dec-
laration within our religious communities.

We call on all sectors of society—public
and private, religious and secular—to work
together to achieve shared security for the
human family.

Specifically, the Religions for Peace World
Assembly calls on:

(1) Religious communities to:

Resist and confront any misuse of religion
for violent purposes;

Become effective educators, advocates and
actors for conflict transformation, fostering
justice, peacebuilding, and sustainable devel-
opment;

Draw upon their individual spiritual tradi-
tions to educate their members on our
shared responsibilities to advance shared se-
curity;

Strengthen peace education on all levels;

Hold governments accountable for the
commitments they make on behalf of their
peoples;

Network locally, nationally, regionally
and globally to foster multi-religious co-
operation among the world’s religious bod-
ies; and

Partner with governments, international
organizations and other sectors of society to
confront violence and advance a new notion
of shared security.

(2) The global network of Religions for
Peace to:

Foster high-level multi-religious coopera-
tion around the issue of shared security;

Build, equip, and network inter-religious
councils locally, nationally, and regionally;

Strengthen the global Religions for Peace
network as a platform for collaboration to
advance shared security;

Further commit to actions for women’s
empowerment and women’s human rights
within its structures at all levels;

Embrace the central position of religious
women and place gender concerns at the cen-
ter of the shared security agenda;

Keep religious youth and their concerns at
the center of its agenda and promote their
full involvement in advancing shared secu-
rity;

Support and collaborate with the
Peacebuilding Commission of the United Na-
tions;

Advocate practices that advance sustain-
able development and environmental protec-
tion; and

Partner with all sectors of society, espe-
cially in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

(3) Governments, International Organiza-
tions, and the Business Sector to:

Support the efforts of religious leaders to
address violence within and beyond their
communities, and include them as appro-
priate in political negotiations surrounding
conflict situations;

Forge partnerships with religious commu-
nities to achieve the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals to eradicate extreme poverty and
hunger, combat disease, and advance sus-
tainable development;

Harness advances in science and tech-
nology toward peaceful purposes and to
eliminate poverty and advance sustainable
development; and

Seek out religious networks for their abil-
ity to reach vast numbers of people and their
capacity to effect change.

We ask all people of goodwill to support
and collaborate with religious communities
as we work toward shared security for all.
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These commitments and the calls to action
that arise from them express our most deep-
ly held and widely shared religious beliefs.—
Kyoto, Japan, August 29, 2006.
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TELECOM REFORM

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I rise
today to highlight the critical need we
have in this country for broadband de-
ployment. We are currently ranked
12th in the world in broadband deploy-
ment, and we must improve on this
meager standing to be competitive in
the world market.

The telecom reform legislation that
has been reported by the Senate Com-
merce Committee is the right step in
encouraging more broadband. I applaud
Chairman STEVENS and the rest of the
committee for reporting this important
bill. We need to end bureaucratic regu-
lation on the video and broadband mar-
kets so that more competition will
come to the marketplace. Americans
deserve to have choices in who provides
their telephone service, their cable
service, and their broadband internet
service. We have the opportunity to get
this done for our constituents, and I
urge the Senate to pass H.R. 5252, The
Advanced Telecommunications and Op-
portunity Reform Act of 2006, expedi-
tiously.

Telecom reform has hit the national
stage, and I was proud to support the
Advanced Telecommunications and Op-
portunity Reform Act of 2006 when the
Commerce Committee carefully consid-
ered the legislation. Our committee
voted on this bill over 10 weeks ago, so
it’s time for the Senate to act. This is
our chance to get it right on telecom
reform and save cable consumers
money on their bills. Despite the hard
work of the Commerce Committee,
some of our colleagues are holding up
this important bill. I believe it is past
time to bring this bill to the floor for
a debate and a vote.

This legislation will usher video com-
petition into communities across the
U.S., and it will catapult rural areas
into the 21st century digital era. By
setting national franchise standards,
negotiations between video service pro-
viders and local authorities will change
from a years-long struggle to a max-
imum of 90 days. Accelerating the en-
trance of new companies into our com-
munities will increase television
choices, which ultimately lead pro-
viders to lower their rates and improve
their service.

By doing away with the unneces-
sarily long local franchise process, cur-
rent and new companies can quickly
reach rural communities, where we
need it most. Small companies that
can’t possibly break through the exist-
ing red tape will be able to quickly roll
out quality service to cable- and high-
speed-deprived areas. At the same
time, larger companies will have op-
portunities to increase their invest-
ment and build better services to reach
even more customers. This is a win-win
situation for my State and the coun-
try.
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Also, this bill has numerous other
critical components—one of which
being the assistance it provides to our
Nation’s first responders. The First Re-
sponder Coalition, a group consisting
of tens of thousands of concerned citi-
zens and first responders, strongly sup-
ports this legislation as it delivers key
assistance for interoperability. ‘‘Inter-
operability’” is a term that refers to
local, State, and Federal agencies
being able to communicate effectively
during the time of a crisis. This legisla-
tion will allocate up to $1 billion in
much-needed funds to first responders
specifically for interoperable commu-
nications, and my amendment adopted
in committee will speed up the delivery
of that important funding. As we wit-
nessed in last year’s devastating hurri-
cane season, local governments need
dedicated and easily accessible tech-
nology so they can communicate with
each other, as well as State and Fed-
eral authorities in the event of similar
circumstances that require critical
early responses. In Louisiana, nothing
could be more important for us.

I am asking us today to heed the call
for the entire country deserving for the
great benefits of this bill. We have an
opportunity to get the job done right—
once and for all—for America’s con-
sumers. We need choices in television
providers, more broadband deployment,
vital interoperability funding, and
more technology to rural areas. The
Advanced Telecommunications Oppor-
tunity Reform Act of 2006 is the right
next step for us.

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today
and throughout Hispanic Heritage
Month, we honor the proud history of
our Nation’s Hispanic community, and
we pay tribute to the extraordinary
contributions that people of Hispanic
heritage have made and continue to
make to the United States.

In 1968, Congress authorized Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson to proclaim a
week in September as National His-
panic Heritage Week. The observance
was expanded in 1988 to a month-long
celebration. During this month, Amer-
ica celebrates the culture and tradi-
tions of Spain, Mexico and the Spanish-
speaking nations of Central America,
South America and the Caribbean. The
celebration begins on September 15 be-
cause that is the anniversary of inde-
pendence of five Latin American coun-
tries—Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guate-
mala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In ad-
dition, Mexico and Chile celebrate
their independence days on September
16 and September 18, respectively.

National Hispanic Heritage Month
celebrates people whose roots extend
back to more than 20 different nations
around the world and who are an inte-
gral part of America’s communities.
Currently, there are more than 43 mil-
lion Hispanic Americans, the fastest
growing ethnic group in the United
States. Hispanic Americans are the
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