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more on keeping soldiers in one place, where
they provide daily security for the popu-
lation. ‘““They are getting into small towns
more and staying for a longer period of time.
That cuts down on mistakes,” says Andrew
Krepinevich, executive director of the Center
for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a
Washington defense think tank.

———

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I am
grateful for the opportunity to discuss
the importance of breast cancer aware-
ness and to highlight Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, which takes place
this October.

We celebrate Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month every October in order to
raise awareness of the disease and to
stress the importance of early detec-
tion through an annual mammogram
for women over 40, or earlier for women
with increased risk factors. I say that
we celebrate Breast Cancer Awareness
Month because in my family, we truly
do celebrate. Were it not for the efforts
of so many fine individuals and organi-
zations to raise awareness of this dis-
ease, my wife Barbara might not have
sought early treatment and won two
battles with breast cancer. Barbara’s
triumphs truly give our family reason
to celebrate.

Yet the numbers remind us that we
have more work to do. Breast cancer is
the most common nonskin cancer and
the second leading cause of cancer-re-
lated death among women. We know we
are making strides against this disease
because while the breast cancer diag-
nosis rate has increased, the overall
breast cancer death rate has decreased.
Simply put, although more women are
personally fighting breast cancer, more
women are winning.

One of the most effective ways for
women to win their battle against
breast cancer is through early detec-
tion and treatment, and highlighting
this fact is a fundamental goal of
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. In
this spirit, Barbara and I sponsor a
mammogram van every year at the
South Dakota State Fair in Huron, SD.
The van, which our generous sponsors
help us provide free of charge, offers 2
days of free mammograms for unin-
sured women. We are so proud to have
the opportunity to offer this important
screening to so many women.

I am disappointed that the Presi-
dent’s budget request for fiscal year
2007 does not prioritize funding for can-
cer programs in a way that allows us to
move quickly forward in the fight
against breast cancer. The President
requested level funding for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, NIH, the
world’s largest and most distinguished
organization dedicated to maintaining
and improving health through medical
science. This proposed budget would
cut funding for 18 of the 19 Institutes at
NIH, including a $40 million cut for the
National Cancer Institute.

I am pleased that the Labor, Health
and Human Services and Education ap-
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propriations bill approved by the Ap-
propriations Committee, on which I
serve, in July not only restored fund-
ing for the National Cancer Institute,
but also included a $9 million increase
over the fiscal year 2006 level. While we
must still travel a long path to passing
this appropriations bill, I am com-
mitted to maintaining and, if possible,
increasing this funding level.

Earlier this year, I joined 73 Senators
in voting to add $7 billion to the Labor,
Health and Human Services and Edu-
cation appropriations bill. Unfortu-
nately, the fiscal year 2006 emergency
supplemental bill contained a ‘‘deem-
ing resolution’ that forced the Senate
to make significant spending cuts in
domestic programs. As a result, on
July 20, the Senate Appropriations
Committee reported out a bill that is
$2 billion short of the fiscal year 2005
level. I am committed to securing the
rest of the funds that so many of my
colleagues and I support and to ensur-
ing that important programs like
breast cancer research and screening
and treatment programs receive the
benefit of these additional funds. We
can only expect to conquer breast can-
cer and other forms of cancer if we
commit the funds necessary to re-
searching, understanding, and pre-
venting this disease.

During the month of October, I urge
my Senate colleagues, my constituents
in South Dakota, and all Americans to
join me in celebrating Breast Cancer
Awareness Month.

———
BI-NATIONAL HEALTH WEEK

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I appre-
ciate this opportunity to join my
friends from across the United States,
Mexico, Canada, Guatemala, and El
Salvador in celebrating the 6th Annual
Bi-National Health Week.

Bi-National Health Week affords us
an opportunity to reflect upon the
many successful efforts made here in
the United States in cooperation with
Mexican, Canadian, Guatemalan, and
Salvadorian consulates in order to pro-
mote healthy lifestyles and well-being
amongst those who might otherwise
lack access to important health care
services.

Bi-National Health Week originated
as an effort by Mexico’s Secretary of
Health to direct health care services to
the underserved migrant populations
currently living and working in the
United States. Since its inception in
October 2001, the network of Mexican
consulates throughout the country has
partnered with U.S. Federal, State and
local agencies, the Institute for Mexi-
cans Abroad, the United States-Mexico
Border Health Commission, the Cali-
fornia-Mexico Health Initiative, and
various Mexican and United States col-
leges and universities. These partner-
ships have resulted in celebrations
throughout the world in an effort to
empower local health clinics and com-
munity organizations to provide serv-
ices to the Hispanic/Latino population.
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The agencies involved with the Bi-
National Health week are working dili-
gently to educate and encourage people
to pursue healthy lifestyles. HIV, cho-
lesterol, blood sugar, blood pressure,
and oral screenings will be offered as
examples of first-rate preventative
care in order to avoid costly hos-
pitalization and reduce future costs to
the taxpayer. We must continue to
work together at the Federal, State
and local levels with our friends
throughout the world in order to en-
sure that we seek every opportunity to
pursue healthy lifestyles.

———
TRIBUTE TO FRANK IPPOLITO

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I
am pleased to join my good friend from
Iowa, the ranking minority member of
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion and Forestry, to salute a dedi-
cated public servant, Mr. Frank
Ippolito, who is retiring after more
than 30 years of distinguished service
to the U.S. Government, including 24
years at the Department of Agri-
culture, USDA.

As the Director of the Governmental
Affairs Office at USDA’s Food and Nu-
trition Service, FNS, Mr. Ippolito is
the career civil servant responsible for
communications between FNS and
Congress and for coordinating logistics
for hearings, briefings, and legislative
policy for the Under Secretary of Food,
Nutrition, and Consumer Services and
FNS staff.

FNS accounts for over half of USDA’s
annual budget. It serves a monthly av-
erage of over 25.9 million people in the
Food Stamp Program, 8.22 million peo-
ple in the Special Supplemental Nutri-
tion Program for Women, Infants, and
Children, WIC, and provides daily meal
service to over 30.9 million students
through the National School Lunch
Program and 10.3 million students in
the National School Breakfast Pro-
gram. Mr. Ippolito is the bridge be-
tween this important agency and the
Congress.

Mr. Ippolito was born and raised in
Birmingham, AL. He graduated from
the Birmingham Public School System
in 1965, earned a B.S. in chemistry from
the University of Alabama in 1969 and a
law degree from the University of Ala-
bama School of Law in 1973.

Mr. Ippolito first worked as general
counsel of the Alabama Air Pollution
Commission in the State capital. In
1975, he came to Washington to work
for the U.S. Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare, now known as
the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, and worked for the
Social Security Administration and
the U.S. Defense Investigative Agency.

In 1982, Mr. Ippolito came to FNS in
the Office of Governmental Affairs as a
legislative specialist. In 1988, he was
named Director of Governmental Af-
fairs, the position he has held for the
past 18 years. As Director, he has pro-
vided invaluable guidance on FNS pro-
grams and activities both to the Under
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