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*John K. Veroneau, of Virginia, to be a 

Deputy United States Trade Representative, 
with the Rank of Ambassador. 

*Robert K. Steel, of Connecticut, to be an 
Under Secretary of the Department of the 
Treasury. 

By Mr. CRAIG for the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

*Robert T. Howard, of Virginia, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs (In-
formation and Technology). 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. FRIST: 
S. 3946. A bill to make an alien who is a 

member of a criminal gang removable from 
the United States and inadmissible to the 
United States, to permit the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to deny a visa to an alien 
who is a national of a country that has de-
nied or delayed accepting an alien removed 
from the United States, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FRIST: 
S. 3947. A bill to permit the Secretary of 

Homeland Security to grant citizenship to 
an alien who serves on active duty in the 
Armed Forces, to assist such an alien in ap-
plying for citizenship, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FRIST: 
S. 3948. A bill to amend chapter 27 of title 

18, United States Code, to prohibit the unau-
thorized construction, financing, or, with 
reckless disregard, permitting the construc-
tion or use on one’s land, of a tunnel or sub-
terranean passageway between the United 
States and another country; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FRIST: 
S. 3949. A bill to study the geographic areas 

in Mexico from which illegal immigrants are 
entering the United States and to develop 
plans to address the social, political, and 
economic conditions that are contributing to 
such illegal immigration; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Mr. 
KERRY): 

S. 3950. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against 
income tax for qualified equity investments 
in certain small businesses; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. SMITH (for himself, Mr. 
CONRAD, Mr. KERRY, and Mr. BINGA-
MAN): 

S. 3951. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 to increase 
the retirement security of women and small 
business owners, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself and 
Mr. SMITH): 

S. 3952. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow employees not 
covered by qualified retirement plans to save 
for retirement through automatic payroll de-
posit IRAs, to facilitate similar savings by 

the self-employed, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. KERRY: 
S. 3953. A bill to foster development of mi-

nority-owned small businesses; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and Mr. 
MENENDEZ): 

S. 3954. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to require monthly re-
porting regarding the number of individuals 
who have fallen into the part D donut hole 
and the amount such individuals are spend-
ing on covered part D drugs while in the 
donut hole; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr. 
SMITH, Mr. AKAKA, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mr. CHAFEE, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. DAY-
TON, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. JEFFORDS, 
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KERRY, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs. 
MURRAY, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 3955. A bill to provide benefits to domes-
tic partners of Federal employees; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. DEWINE: 
S. 3956. A bill to create a grant program for 

collaboration programs that ensure coordi-
nation among criminal justice agencies, 
adult protective service agencies, victim as-
sistance programs, and other agencies or or-
ganizations providing services to individuals 
with disabilities in the investigation and re-
sponse to abuse of or crimes committed 
against such individuals; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. INHOFE: 
S. 3957. A bill to protect freedom of speech 

exercisable by houses of worship or medi-
ation and affiliated organizations; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Mr. 
SPECTER, Mr. KENNEDY, and Ms. MI-
KULSKI): 

S. 3958. A bill to establish the United 
States Public Service Academy; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr. 
ALLEN): 

S. 3959. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross in-
come certain combat zone compensation of 
civilian employees of the United States; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. KENNEDY: 
S. 3960. A bill to provide for the competi-

tive status for certain Internal Revenue 
Service employees; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr. 
INOUYE, Mr. LOTT, and Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG): 

S. 3961. A bill to provide for enhanced safe-
ty in pipeline transportation, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself and Mr. 
CRAIG): 

S. 3962. A bill to enhance the management 
and disposal of spent nuclear fuel and high- 
level radioactive waste, to assure protection 
of public health and safety, to ensure the 
territorial integrity and security of the re-
pository at Yucca Mountain, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself and Mr. 
KERRY): 

S. Res. 588. A resolution to express the 
sense of the Senate that States should have 
in place backup systems to deal with any 
failure of electronic voting equipment during 
the November 7, 2006, general election; to the 
Committee on Rules and Administration. 

By Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Mr. 
CRAIG, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. DORGAN, 
Mr. CONRAD, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
PRYOR, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
DEWINE, Mr. TALENT, Mr. BAUCUS, 
Mr. THUNE, Mr. BURNS, Mr. BOND, Mr. 
ENZI, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. COCHRAN, 
and Mr. JOHNSON): 

S. Con. Res. 119. A concurrent resolution 
expressing the sense of Congress that public 
policy should continue to protect and 
strengthen the ability of farmers and ranch-
ers to join together in cooperative self-help 
efforts; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. VITTER: 
S. Con. Res. 120. A concurrent resolution 

expressing the support of Congress for the 
creation of a National Hurricane Museum 
and Science Center in southwest Louisiana; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 304 

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 
the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 304, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to prohibit cer-
tain interstate conduct relating to ex-
otic animals. 

S. 408 
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 408, a bill to provide for pro-
grams and activities with respect to 
the prevention of underage drinking. 

S. 440 
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
440, a bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to include podiatrists 
as physicians for purposes of covering 
physicians services under the medicaid 
program. 

S. 1085 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1085, a bill to provide for paid 
sick leave to ensure that Americans 
can address their own health needs and 
the health needs of their families. 

S. 1508 
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. DOMENICI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1508, a bill to require Senate 
candidates to file designations, state-
ments, and reports in electronic form. 

At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1508, supra. 

S. 1740 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1740, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow individ-
uals to defer recognition of reinvested 
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capital gains distributions from regu-
lated investment companies. 

S. 2491 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2491, a bill to award a Congres-
sional gold medal to Byron Nelson in 
recognition of his significant contribu-
tions to the game of golf as a player, a 
teacher, and a commentator. 

S. 2563 
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. LOTT) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2563, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to require 
prompt payment to pharmacies under 
part D, to restrict pharmacy co-brand-
ing on prescription drug cards issued 
under such part, and to provide guide-
lines for Medication Therapy Manage-
ment Services programs offered by pre-
scription drug plans and MA–PD plans 
under such part. 

S. 2659 
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2659, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to provide for 
the eligibility of Indian tribal organi-
zations for grants for the establish-
ment of veterans cemeteries on trust 
lands. 

S. 3651 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3651, a bill to reduce child 
marriage, and for other purposes. 

S. 3681 
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. COBURN) and the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. VITTER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 3681, a bill to amend 
the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse Compensation and Liability Act 
of 1980 to provide that manure shall 
not be considered to be a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant. 

S. 3707 
At the request of Mr. LOTT, the name 

of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SANTORUM) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3707, a bill to improve consumer ac-
cess to passenger vehicle loss data held 
by insurers. 

S. 3742 
At the request of Mr. LOTT, the name 

of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 
COCHRAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3742, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incen-
tives to encourage investment in the 
expansion of freight rail infrastructure 
capacity and to enhance modal tax eq-
uity. 

S. 3744 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3744, a bill to establish the Abraham 
Lincoln Study Abroad Program. 

S. 3795 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 

the name of the Senator from Wis-

consin (Mr. KOHL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3795, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for a two-year moratorium on 
certain Medicare physician payment 
reductions for imaging services. 

S. 3800 

At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3800, a bill to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to require recipi-
ents of United States foreign assist-
ance to certify that the assistance will 
not be used to intentionally traffic in 
goods or services that contain counter-
feit marks or for other purposes that 
promote the improper use of intellec-
tual property, and for other purposes. 

S. 3812 

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
MCCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3812, a bill to require the Food and 
Drug Administration to conduct con-
sumer testing to determine the appro-
priateness of the current labeling re-
quirements for indoor tanning devices 
and determine whether such require-
ments provide sufficient information 
to consumers regarding the risks that 
the use of such devices pose for the de-
velopment of irreversible damage to 
the skin, including skin cancer, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3855 

At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3855, a bill to provide emergency agri-
cultural disaster assistance, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3887 

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3887, a bill to prohibit the Internal 
Revenue Service from using private 
debt collection companies, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3912 

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3912, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to ex-
tend the exceptions process with re-
spect to caps on payments for therapy 
services under the Medicare program. 

S. 3913 

At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
the names of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. SARBANES), the Senator from 
Wisconsin (Mr. KOHL), the Senator 
from South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) and 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. LAU-
TENBERG) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 3913, a bill to amend title XXI of the 
Social Security Act to eliminate fund-
ing shortfalls for the State Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) for 
fiscal year 2007. 

S. 3934 

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 

3934, a bill to terminate authorization 
for the project for navigation, Rock-
port Harbor, Maine. 

S. 3936 
At the request of Mr. FRIST, the 

names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON), the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. LUGAR) and the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 3936, a 
bill to invest in innovation and edu-
cation to improve the competitiveness 
of the United States in the global econ-
omy. 

S. 3943 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY), the Senator from 
New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Sen-
ator from Colorado (Mr. SALAZAR), the 
Senator from New York (Mrs. CLINTON) 
and the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
REID) were added as cosponsors of S. 
3943, a bill to amend the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 to reimburse jurisdic-
tions for amounts paid or incurred in 
preparing, producing, and using contin-
gency paper ballots in the November 7, 
2006, Federal general election. 

S. RES. 585 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 585, a resolution commending the 
New Orleans Saints of the National 
Football League for winning their 
Monday Night Football game on Mon-
day, September 25, 2006 by a score of 23 
to 3. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. FRIST: 
S. 3946. A bill to make an alien who 

is a member of a criminal gang remov-
able from the United States and inad-
missible to the United States, to per-
mit the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to deny a visa to an alien who is a 
national of a country that has denied 
or delayed accepting an alien removed 
from the United States, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. FRIST: 
S. 3947. A bill to permit the Secretary 

of Homeland Security to grant citizen-
ship to an alien who serves on active 
duty in the Armed Forces, to assist 
such an alien in applying for citizen-
ship, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FRIST: 
S. 3948. A bill to amend chapter 27 of 

title 18, United States Code, to prohibit 
the unauthorized construction, financ-
ing, or, with reckless disregard, per-
mitting the construction or use on 
one’s land, of a tunnel or subterranean 
passageway between the United States 
and another country; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FRIST: 
S. 3949. A bill to study the geographic 

areas in Mexico from which illegal im-
migrants are entering the United 
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