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area, where there could be 30 billion or 
40 billion barrels of oil, but America’s 
politics has said no, and America’s con-
sumers have suffered. Then we work 
our way down the coast, down through 
California and all the other areas 
where the politics of those areas say, 
no, you can’t drill here, and yet we be-
lieve there are trillions of cubic feet of 
gas and potentially billions of barrels 
of oil. 

I have worked on the Energy Com-
mittee of the Senate since 1990. I have 
watched as others have worked with 
me and watched American consumers 
and the oil industry of our country be-
coming increasingly dependent on for-
eign sources. In 1990, it was about 40 
percent dependency, and then 42 and 
then 45 and then 50 and then 55 and 
then 60. At the peak of this summer’s 
consumption, upwards of maybe 65 per-
cent of our oil was coming from those 
unstable political regions of the world 
where, at any moment, a terrorist at-
tack or the bombing of a ship could 
spike the oil market because the sup-
ply would diminish, and that is why we 
saw $70 a barrel for oil in speculative 
prices. 

At just the moment when we are 
doing lease sale 181, the new discovery 
happens in the gulf, and the market 
recognizes that $20 worth of specula-
tion on risk goes away, and American 
consumers are beginning to recognize 
the value of being less dependent on 
foreign oil. 

A very wise admiral a long time ago 
fought a very important battle with 
the politics of America and the politics 
of an old-style Navy, and his name was 
Rickover. He said: As long as our sur-
face and subsurface Navy is dependent 
upon refueling with diesel fuel all over 
the world, we will not be free and inde-
pendent. The politics of that was very 
rigorous. In 1982, Admiral Rickover de-
livered a speech before Columbia Uni-
versity where he talked about the bat-
tles he fought to develop the first Nau-
tilus nuclear-powered submarine. He 
said that the political battle to get the 
submarine was more difficult than the 
design of the submarine itself. 

Well, that was then, and that was 
many years ago, and most of us have 
forgotten that political battle because 
what we now know is that most of our 
Navy, both subsurface and surface, is 
nuclear powered. From the time the 
new nuclear Navy vessel is built, slides 
from the drydock into the water, and 
begins its mission around the world, it 
is never refueled. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI). The majority’s time has ex-
pired. 

Mr. CRAIG. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent to continue for 5 
additional minutes as in morning busi-
ness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CRAIG. So that Navy vessel 
never has to pull into a port anywhere 
in the world to refuel itself. It is to-
tally independent. It can travel the 

world. It can go into the Indian Ocean 
where it would be very difficult to re-
fuel a diesel-powered vessel, and it 
sails on. That is why we are the domi-
nant naval power of the world today, 
because of the vision of a man years 
ago who said: We must be independ-
ent—independent of energy sources for 
our Navy. 

Why can’t America demand energy 
independence for all of us? Can you 
imagine what would happen in our 
economy today if the hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars that are paid for oil 
from Iraq, from Kuwait, from Ven-
ezuela, and other unstable political 
areas of the world simply didn’t have 
to be paid? Instead we would pay pro-
ducers in our country for developing 
the resources that our country still has 
in the no-zone. Can you imagine our 
strength as a country? Can you imag-
ine our foreign policy if we didn’t have 
to recognize that we had to work to 
keep certain areas of the world stable 
because they are a source of our en-
ergy, they are a source of our very 
heartbeat as a country? They are the 
very source of the heartbeat of the 
economy of our country. 

The recent discovery in the deep 
waters of the gulf proved the point and 
proved it loudly, and the markets re-
acted, and the consumers are bene-
fiting today. 

This President gets it. He under-
stands it. It is why his first task as a 
President when he came to power was 
to develop an energy task force and to 
lay out for the Nation a national en-
ergy strategy that would move us to-
ward energy independence. Oh, the 
gnashing of teeth, the ringing of hands 
that occurred on the floor of the Sen-
ate: We dare not drill in ANWR. We 
dare not go here. We must not do this. 

During the course of all that rhetoric 
we became increasingly dependent 
upon unstable political areas of the 
world for our oil. And the American 
consumers began to pay the price a 
couple of years ago when gas went 
above $2 and then $2.10 and then 50 
cents more and then $2.80 and, of 
course, this summer over $3 a gallon. 

America’s farmers today are now 
paying $3.20 to $3.50 a gallon for diesel, 
and they can’t control their input 
costs. Many of them are finding them-
selves in financial difficulty because of 
the cost of diesel or the cost of fer-
tilizer because, of course, it takes nat-
ural gas to produce fertilizer and nitro-
gen and phosphates. 

America, wake up. America, get on 
your phone and call your Congressman 
and call your Senator and say: No more 
no-zone. Allow us to develop our re-
sources and to do so in an environ-
mentally sound way because we now 
have the technology. We proved it in 
the shallow waters of the gulf a decade 
ago. We are now proving it in the deep 
waters of the gulf as we speak. 

Clearly, America could be energy 
independent. There is no question 
about it. The ability of the farmer to 
produce corn that is developed into 

ethanol, the ability of our country to 
drill in the no-zone says that America 
could once again stand unafraid around 
the world as it relates to the political 
stability of the oil development and 
the oil-producing regions of a very un-
stable world. 

The reason we are dependent today is 
politics, plain and simple. The reason 
the Senator from Alaska continually 
argues for the responsible and environ-
mentally sound development up here in 
the northern reaches of Alaska is be-
cause we can do it and do it right, and 
there are billions of barrels of oil up 
there and trillions of cubic feet of gas. 
And America, once again, as Admiral 
Rickover understood decades ago, can 
be independent as she stands for other 
causes around the world. 

What a difference a day makes. What 
a difference one oil find makes because 
that new Chevron oil find and that new 
trend in deep water may well increase 
our oil reserves by 25, 30, 40, 50 percent. 
What would happen if we were doing 
the rest of the development in this 
area, if we were doing the gas develop-
ment up through Virginia and along 
the east coast, if we were developing 
offshore in California, if we were devel-
oping in the ANWR in Alaska? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired. 

Mr. CRAIG. Madam President, the re-
ality is very simple and very obvious. 
It is all at the pump, and the American 
consumer, I hope, has awakened to the 
reality of what a difference a day 
makes in the price of gas and the im-
pact on their family budget and their 
pocketbooks. Let’s drill and develop 
the no-zones. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

SECURE FENCE ACT OF 2006— 
MOTION TO PROCEED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 6061, which the clerk 
will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

Motion to proceed to H.R. 6061, an act to 
establish operational control over the inter-
national land and maritime borders of the 
United States. 

Mr. CRAIG. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 
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