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Communism and the ultimate end of the
Cold War.

———

NATIONAL POLLINATOR WEEK

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the Senate now proceed to consider-
ation of S. Res. 580, which was sub-
mitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 580) recognizing the
importance of pollinators to ecosystem
health and agriculture in the United States
and the value of partnership efforts to in-
crease awareness about pollinators and sup-
port for protecting and sustaining polli-
nators by designating June 24 through June
30, 2007, as ‘‘National Pollinator Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and the motion
to reconsider be laid on the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 580

Whereas bees, butterflies, and other polli-
nator species have a critically important
role in agriculture in the United States and
help to produce a healthy and affordable food
supply and sustain ecosystem health;

Whereas pollinators help to produce an es-
timated 1 out of every 3 bites of food con-
sumed in the United States and to reproduce
at least 80 percent of flowering plants;

Whereas commodities produced in partner-
ship with animal pollinators generate sig-
nificant income for agricultural producers,
with domestic honeybees alone pollinating
an estimated $14,600,000,000 worth of crops in
the United States each year produced on
more than 2,000,000 acres;

Whereas it is in the strong economic inter-
est of agricultural producers and consumers
in the United States to help ensure a
healthy, sustainable pollinator population;

Whereas possible declines in the health and
population of pollinators pose what could be
a significant threat to global food webs, the
integrity of biodiversity, and human health;

Whereas the North American Pollinator
Protection Campaign, managed by the Co-
evolution Institute, is a tri-national, cooper-
ative conservation, public-private collabora-
tion of individuals from nearly 140 diverse
stakeholder groups, including concerned
landowners and managers, conservation and
environmental groups, scientists, private
businesses, and government agencies; and

Whereas the Pollinator Partnership™ web
site (http:/www.pollinator.org) has been cre-
ated as the source for pollinator informa-
tion: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF NORTH AMERICAN
POLLINATOR APPRECIATION WEEK.

The Senate—

(1) recognizes the partnership role that pol-
linators play in agriculture and healthy eco-
systems;

(2) applauds the cooperative conservation
collaborative efforts of participants in the
North American Pollinator Protection Cam-
paign to increase awareness about the impor-
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tant role of pollinators and to build support
for protecting and sustaining pollinators;

(3) designates June 24 through 30, 2007, as
‘“‘National Pollinator Week’’; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the week with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL EPIDER-
MOLYSIS BULLOSA AWARENESS
WEEK

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the HELP Committee be discharged
from further consideration of S. Res.
180, and the Senate now proceed to its
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 180) supporting the
goals and ideals of a National Epidermolysis
Bullosa Awareness Week to raise public
awareness and understanding of the disease
and to foster understanding of the impact of
the disease on patients and their families.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and the motion
to reconsider be laid on the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 180

Whereas epidermolysis bullosa is a rare
disease characterized by the presence of ex-
tremely fragile skin that results in the de-
velopment of recurrent, painful blisters,
open sores, and in some forms of the disease,
in disfiguring scars, disabling musculo-
skeletal deformities, and internal blistering;

Whereas approximately 12,500 individuals
in the United States are affected by the dis-
ease;

Whereas data from the National
Epidermolysis Bullosa Registry indicates
that of every 1,000,000 live births, 20 infants
are born with the disease;

Whereas there currently is no cure for the
disease;

Whereas children with the disease require
almost around-the-clock care;

Whereas approximately 90 percent of indi-
viduals with epidermolysis bullosa report ex-
periencing pain on an average day;

Whereas the skin is so fragile for individ-
uals with the disease that even minor rub-
bing and day-to-day activity may cause blis-
tering, including from activities such as
writing, eating, walking, and from the seams
on their clothes;

Whereas most individuals with the disease
have inherited the disease through genes
they receive from one or both parents;

Whereas epidermolysis bullosa is so rare
that many health care practitioners have
never heard of it or seen a patient with it;

Whereas individuals with epidermolysis
bullosa often feel isolated because of the
lack of knowledge in the Nation about the
disease and the impact that it has on the
body;

Whereas more funds should be dedicated
toward research to develop treatments and
eventually a cure for the disease; and
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Whereas the last week of October would be
an appropriate time to recognize National
Epidermolysis Bullosa Week in order to raise
public awareness about the prevalence of
epidermolysis bullosa, the impact it has on
families, and the need for additional re-
search into a cure for the disease: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of a Na-
tional Epidermolysis Bullosa Awareness
Week to raise public awareness and under-
standing of epidermolysis bullosa;

(2) recognizes the need for a cure for the
disease; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States and interested groups to support the
week through appropriate ceremonies and
activities to promote public awareness of
epidermolysis bullosa and to foster under-
standing of the impact of the disease on pa-
tients and their families.

——
CONGRATULATING THE KANSAS
STATE  UNIVERSITY DEPART-

MENT OF AGRONOMY IN THE
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Agri-
culture Committee be discharged from
further consideration, and the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
539.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 539) congratulating
the Department of Agronomy in the College
of Agriculture at Kansas State University
for 100 years of excellent service to Kansas
agriculture.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 539

Whereas, in 2006, the Department of Agron-
omy in the College of Agriculture at Kansas
State University in Manhattan, Kansas, cele-
brates its centennial year;

Whereas Kansas State Agricultural College
was established under the Morrill Act as the
first land-grant college in the United States
in 1863 and, in July 1906, the Kansas Board of
Regents established the Department of
Agronomy in the College of Agriculture at
the Kansas State Agricultural College;

Whereas, since its inception, the Depart-
ment of Agronomy has exemplified the land-
grant mission by providing statewide leader-
ship in teaching, research, and extension
programs in crop breeding, crop production,
range science, soil science, and weed science;

Whereas advances in sciences studied at
the Department of Agronomy have had a
major impact in insuring the profitability of
Kansas agriculture while sustaining the nat-
ural resources and improving the livelihood
of all Kansans;
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Whereas the faculty in the Department of
Agronomy also have made significant inter-
national contributions to world food produc-
tion and natural resources sustainability, in-
cluding participation and leadership in long-
term projects in India, the Philippines, Nige-
ria, Morocco, and Botswana;

Whereas the faculty in the Department of
Agronomy have distinguished themselves by
receiving numerous university and national
awards in teaching, research, and extension
and provided service and leadership for na-
tional and international professional soci-
eties;

Whereas the faculty in the Department of
Agronomy have conducted research for sus-
tainable, efficient crop and range production
systems that conserve natural resources and
protect environmental quality;

Whereas, today, a majority of the acres of
wheat and a significant number of acres of
alfalfa, soybean, and canola in Kansas are
planted with varieties developed in the De-
partment of Agronomy;

Whereas the Department of Agronomy ex-
tension specialists have provided informa-
tion to producers and industry regarding soil
fertility, conservation of soil and water re-
sources, tillage and production systems,
evaluation of crop varieties and hybrids, and
protection of the environment, thus, keeping
Kansas agriculture efficient and competi-
tive;

Whereas the Department of Agronomy fac-
ulty have prepared students in agronomy to
effectively serve agriculture and society by
feeding the world and protecting soil and
water resources;

Whereas the alumni of the Department of
Agronomy have distinguished themselves in
the public and private sectors as crop, soil,
range, and weed science professionals and
have become farmers, extension agents, edu-
cators, administrators, consultants, rep-
resentatives, scientists, missionaries, mili-
tary officers, contractors, and a host of other
professionals; and

Whereas many alumni of the Department
of Agronomy have become leaders in their
communities, academia, industry, and gov-
ernment, contributing significantly to world
agriculture by making hybrid corn a reality,
developing seeds for the Green Revolution,
developing sorghum into an important crop,
breeding ‘‘Miracle Rice” for Asia, and lead-
ing national programs in wheat, barley, oat,
and alfalfa: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate congratulates
and commends the Department of Agronomy
in the College of Agriculture at Kansas State
University for 100 years of excellent service
to Kansas agriculture, the citizens of Kan-
sas, the United States, and the world.

LIGHTS ON AFTERSCHOOL

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the HELP
Committee be discharged from further
consideration, and the Senate now pro-
ceed to S. Con. Res. 116.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the concurrent
resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 116)
supporting ‘‘Lights On Afterschool,” a na-
tional celebration of after school programs.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.
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LIGHTS ON AFTERSCHOOL

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, Today, I
ask my colleagues to recognize the 7th
Annual Lights on Afterschool events
taking place across the country on Oc-
tober 12, 2006. ‘‘Lights on Afterschool is
a national celebration in which more
than 1 million Americans will gather in
their communities to recognize the im-
portant role that afterschool programs
provide for the children in this coun-
try.

Afterschool providers throughout
California and across the country have
demonstrated that afterschool pro-
grams Kkeep children safe, improve
learning, and reduce crime and drug
use. According to the FBI, youth are
most at risk for being victims of vio-
lent crimes and committing violent
acts between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m.—after
school is out and before parents arrive
home. Afterschool programs keep chil-
dren safe, reduce crime and drug use,
and improve academic performance.

As we take this occasion to recognize
the afterschool program providers, we
also must honor the communities that
also contribute to the enrichment of
these afterschool activities that pro-
vide safe and supervised afterschool
educational, enrichment, and rec-
reational programs. The partnerships
you have forged with the afterschool
program providers are instrumental in
their success. There is no responsi-
bility greater than ensuring that our
children can learn and grow in a safe
environment.

Afterschool programs are critical to
the success of American families.
These programs make it easier for par-
ents to go to work because they know
that their children are in a safe and
nourishing environment. According to
the Afterschool Alliance, 14.3 million
children go home to an empty house
every day. We must work to ensure
these children have access to these pro-
grams that are vital to developing cul-
tural and social skills, as well as the
academic enrichment that the pro-
grams provide.

Afterschool is a wise investment in
our children’s future. That is why I
will continue to work to make after
school a national priority—so that we
can bring Federal resources to support
great local programs to keep the lights
on and the doors open.

I send my sincere thanks to everyone
working in programs and schools in-
volved with Lights on Afterschool and
for all of the work you have done and
continue to do in creating partnerships
that promote and enhance afterschool
programs.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 116) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S10005

S. CON. RES. 116

Whereas high quality after school pro-
grams provide safe, challenging, engaging,
and fun learning experiences to help children
and youth develop their social, emotional,
physical, cultural, and academic skills;

Whereas high quality after school pro-
grams support working families by ensuring
that the children in such families are safe
and productive after the regular school day
ends;

Whereas high quality after school pro-
grams build stronger communities by involv-
ing the Nation’s students, parents, business
leaders, and adult volunteers in the lives of
the Nation’s youth, thereby promoting posi-
tive relationships among children, youth,
families, and adults;

Whereas high quality after school pro-
grams engage families, schools, and diverse
community partners in advancing the well-
being of the Nation’s children;

Whereas ‘‘Lights On Afterschool!”, a na-
tional celebration of after school programs
held on October 12, 2006, promotes the crit-
ical importance of high quality after school
programs in the lives of children, their fami-
lies, and their communities;

Whereas more than 28,000,000 children in
the United States have parents who work
outside the home and 14,300,000 children in
the United States have no place to go after
school; and

Whereas many after school programs
across the United States are struggling to
keep their doors open and their lights on:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress sup-
ports the goals and ideals of ‘“Lights On
Afterschool!” a national celebration of after
school programs.

———

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF
2006

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 539, S. 2562.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2562) to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2006, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statment was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, I am extremely
pleased with Senate passage of legisla-
tion that will authorize a cost-of-living
adjustment for veterans’ compensa-
tion.

The Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-
Living Adjustment Act of 2006, S. 2562,
directs the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to increase, as of December 1,
2006, the rates of veterans’ disability
compensation, dependency and indem-
nity compensation for surviving
spouses and children, and certain re-
lated benefits.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-19T09:39:30-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




