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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

MARKING 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF
REESTABLISHMENT OF INDE-
PENDENCE OF ARMENIA
Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent to speak out of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, today
marks the 15th anniversary of the rees-
tablishment of the independence of the
Republic of Armenia. On behalf of the
tens of thousands of Armenia Ameri-
cans in my district, the largest Arme-
nia community outside of Armenia,
“Oorakh Angakhootyan Or,” congratu-
lations to the people of Armenia on a
decade and a half of freedom.

Building upon the foundations of the
first Armenian Republic of 1918, to-
day’s Armenia has, in the years since it
declared its independence from the dis-
integrating Soviet Union in 1991,
strengthened democracy and the rule
of law, promoted free-market reforms,
and sought a just and lasting peace in
a troubled region.

With America’s help, Armenia is
overcoming the brutal legacy of Otto-
man persecution, Soviet oppression,
Azerbaijani aggression against
Karabagh, and the ongoing dual block-
ades by Turkey and its allies in Baku.

Recognizing this progress, John
Evans, the former U.S. Ambassador,
said in 2004, that ‘‘Armenia now has
well-founded hopes for a prosperous
and democratic future.”

I am proud of the role that the
United States Congress has played in
strengthening the enduring bond be-
tween the American and Armenian peo-
ples. This special relationship is rooted
in our shared values and experiences
over the course of more than a century.
Among these shared values are a com-
mitment to democracy, tolerance, reli-
gious freedom, human rights and the
peaceful resolution of conflicts.

In the 1890s, Clara Barton, the found-
er of the American Red Cross, traveled
to Armenia to help the Armenian vic-
tims of massacres being perpetrated by
the Ottoman Turkish Government.

In 1915, as the Ottoman Empire began
its campaign of genocide against the
Armenian people, the U.S. Ambassador
to Constantinople, Henry Morgenthau,
documented and, at the risk of his own
career, protested the ongoing mas-
sacres, death marches and other bar-
barities.

Later, President Woodrow Wilson led
the formation of the Near East Relief
Foundation to help the survivors of the
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Armenian genocide, and spearheaded
the international efforts to secure jus-
tice for the Armenian people and to
support the first Republic of Armenia.

Later, after the short-lived Republic
of Armenia was annexed by the Soviet
Union, Armenians here in America and
around the world were key allies in our
decades-long struggle against the So-
viet threat to freedom. This coopera-
tion contributed to bringing an end to
the Soviet Union, to the rebirth of an
independent Armenia, and to the de-

mocracy movement and self-deter-
mination of Karabagh.
Armenia has made tremendous

progress in building up a free-market-
oriented economy over the past decade
and a half. According to the Heritage
Foundation/Wall Street Journal Index
of Economic Freedom, Armenia is con-
sistently ranked as a free economy,
and is currently the 27th freest in the
index’s 2006 rankings.

Recognizing this, the United States
has named Armenia as one of only a
handful of countries to have qualified
for assistance through the Millennium
Challenge Account, a program which
targets development assistance to
countries that rule justly, invest in
their people and encourage economic
freedom.

Armenia has also sought to integrate
itself in the world economy as a mem-
ber of the World Trade Organization,
and I was pleased to join many of my
colleagues in working to extend the
Permanent Normal Trade Relations
status to Armenia.

Armenia’s economic accomplish-
ments are more extraordinary when
you factor in the crippling and illegal
economic blockades imposed by Tur-
key and Azerbaijan. The blockades cost
Armenia an estimated $720 million a
year and have forced more than 800,000
Armenians, close to a quarter of Arme-
nia’s population, to leave their home-
land over the past decade.

The biggest challenge Armenia faces
is the hostility of its neighbors. While
the primary threat from Turkey is eco-
nomic and diplomatic, Azerbaijan has
been far more bellicose. Both Armenia
and Nagorno Karabagh have dem-
onstrated their commitment to a
peaceful resolution of the Karabagh
conflict through the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe. In
contrast, Azerbaijan has taken reckless
steps that have contributed to insta-
bility in a region of strategic and eco-
nomic importance.

Armenia’s Soviet past and the eco-
nomic and security challenges it faces
have impeded the country’s progress
towards full democracy and the rule of
law. Those of us who care deeply about
Armenia and the Armenian people
must continue to help Armenia to per-
fect its institutions and expand the
rule of law.

Mr. Speaker, nobody knows the need
for broad engagement with Armenia
more than the Armenian-American
community, which has strong ties to
its ancestral homeland. Armenian
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Americans have made contributions to
every aspect of American life. From in-
vestor Kirk Kerkorian to Ray
Damadian, inventor of Magnetic Reso-
nance Imaging, to the multiplatinum
rock band System of a Down, Arme-
nian-Americans have enriched our Na-
tion. They are also committed to con-
tributing to an ever brighter future for
Armenia. I have been privileged to
work with many of the community on
ending this government’s tragic failure
to recognize the Armenian genocide, on
ending the Turkish and Azerbaijani
economic blockade, on securing aid to
Armenia, and securing permanent nor-
mal trade relations with Armenia.

Armenia has come a long way in 15
short years, and I look forward to
much more progress in the years
ahead.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

OUTLAW OF THE UNDERGROUND

Mr. POE. Request permission to take
Mr. BURTON’s time and speak out of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Texas is
recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, it is said that
justice is the one thing that you should
always find. And hopefully we will find
justice soon. Just a few days ago in
South Carolina, on an afternoon like
every afternoon throughout America,
school buses take children home, and
this particular school bus dropped off a
14-year-old girl named Elizabeth near
her home so she could walk through
this rural place where she lived.

Soon after getting off the school bus,
though, she came in contact with a
local villain. His name is Vincent
Filyaw, 37 years old. He started talking
to Elizabeth. He kidnapped her. He
took her to the woods. He was posing
as a police officer. And after he finally
walked her around so she could be dis-
oriented about where she was, he took
her to a hole in the ground, 15 feet
deep, where he kept her for 10 days.

In this hole in the ground, the cover
of it was a piece of plywood. Down in
this hole he had a camp stove, he had
another hole dug for a toilet, he had a
shelf and some dirty cooking utensils.
It looked like an underground out-
house. I have seen photographs of it.

This was Elizabeth’s dark dungeon of
depravity for 10 days. He had booby-
trapped this hole in the ground so that
when he was gone, and if she tried to
leave, it would blow up and kill her.

When he was there, he abused her. He
abused her as much as he wished. He
had weapons. He had homemade gre-
nades to protect himself from the po-
lice if they ever found him. It is hard
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to imagine what happened those 10
dark days for this 14-year-old girl.

One night when this villain was
asleep, Elizabeth was able to take his
cell phone away from him and text
message on the cell phone to her moth-
er a note: Hey, Mom, it is me. And with
those simple words, the police were
able to track down, through cell tow-
ers, the near location of where this lit-
tle girl was.

The deputies came looking for her.
The villain had already left. And as
these deputy sheriffs approached Eliza-
beth, she saw them, and, of course, she
immediately started to cry because she
was safe in the arms of the law.

After deputy sheriffs rescued her,
they were still looking for Filyaw. He
was not out there. He wasn’t in this
hole because he was out trying to
carjack a woman at 2 o’clock in the
morning.

The sheriff’s department had been
looking for him for 10 months because
he was wanted for, yes, kidnapping and
assaulting a 12-year-old. And when
they went to his house months before
to try to find him, he had already dug
a tunnel, like the rat that he is, to es-
cape. And he had escaped the police
and was on the lam for 10 months. By
the way, he was aided in this escape by
his mother and his mother-in-law, who,
by the way, are in jail where they
ought to be.

He was finally caught this week, and
he went to court to see the judge, to
have a bond hearing. And this little
girl, this 14-year-old, decided to go to
court to see this outlaw of the under-
ground here in this bond hearing. And
his bond, thank goodness, the judge did
the right thing and denied this bond.
Now he awaits trial for committing a
crime against the greatest resource in
our country, children, little girls.

Mr. Speaker, like most Members of
this House, I am a parent. I am a father
of four kids; three of them are girls. I
have five grandkids. I have a grand-
daughter named Elizabeth. It is hard to
imagine pain that is suffered by your
own child. And here we have this little
girl suffering pain because of this
criminal that lives among us.

While it is true we should be con-
cerned about the terrorists overseas,
we need to be concerned about the
street terrorists that live among us. As
a former judge, I hope that justice pre-
vails in this case.

Mr. Speaker, I do not normally quote
Toby Keith or Willie Nelson, but I
think they had the right thing to say
in their song, when they said, Back in
my day a man had to answer for the
wicked that he had done. You have to
find a tall oak tree, round up all of the
bad boys and hang them high in the
street for the people to see.

We got too many gangsters doing
dirty deeds, we have got too much cor-
ruption, too much crime in the streets.
It is time the long arm of the law put
a few more in the ground. Send them
all to their maker, and He will settle
them down, because justice is the one
thing you should always find.
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Mr. Speaker, like a rat living under-
ground, the fact that this criminal
likes living underground, hopefully the
good people of South Carolina will do
the right thing and justice will prevail
in this particular case.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SKELTON addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
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GENOCIDE IN DARFUR

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to speak out of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, mil-
lions of Americans and millions of peo-
ple around the world are outraged at
the genocide taking place in Darfur.
Hundreds of thousands of people in
Darfur have been murdered by the Su-
danese military and government-sup-
ported militias.

Millions have been forced from their
homes, their villages destroyed. Men,
women and children left homeless have
died from hunger and disease as they
are forced to wander, hoping to find
someplace that will keep them safe.

Women and girls, many of them chil-
dren, have been raped. International
workers providing humanitarian relief
have been abused, and some have even
been murdered. The world calls it geno-
cide, the United States of America
calls it genocide, and still it is allowed
to continue.

Mr. Speaker, we are once again at
yet another critical crossroads in how
we deal with ending the genocide in
Darfur.

On Tuesday, in his speech before the
General Assembly of the United Na-
tions, President Bush appointed An-
drew Natsios as his Special Envoy for
Sudan, providing the U.S. once more
with a high-ranking official charged
solely to focus on the crisis in Darfur.

President Bush also called on the
U.N. to act on Security Council Resolu-
tion 1706, authorizing a U.N. peace-
keeping force in Darfur. Yesterday the
African Union Peace and Security
Council voted to extend the mandate of
the AU peacekeeping force into Darfur,
which had been set to expire at the end
of next week.

I wish I could celebrate, Mr. Speaker,
but we can’t. The situation in Darfur
grows more desperate every day. Fight-
ing has intensified. The Sudanese Gov-
ernment has renewed aerial bombing.
Many humanitarian aid groups have
had to pull out, leaving hundreds of
thousands of people without food and
water.
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Appointing a U.N. envoy is an impor-
tant step, but only the deployment of a
U.N. peacekeeping force will bring
some measure of security to the suf-
fering people of Sudan. We cannot af-
ford to let the AU peacekeeping force
to remain underfunded, underequipped
and undertrained. But the AU forces
only have 7,000 boots in the ground, and
the region of Darfur is about the size of
France. We need a U.N. force with a
strong, clear mandate to protect the
defenseless people of Darfur on the
ground as soon as possible.

Security Council Resolution 1706 does
not say that we have to wait for
Khartoum’s permission to deploy it.
We need an enforced no-fly zone over
Darfur, most likely coordinated by
NATO, so we can put a stop to
Khartoum’s aerial bombing and its air
support of Janjaweed militia attacks
against villages and refugee camps. We
need the United States Senate to sup-
port the House-passed Darfur Peace
and Accountability Act so that we can
get that critical litigation to the Presi-
dent’s desk as quickly as possible.

We need universities and State and
local governments to divest their pub-
lic funds from company stocks that do
business with the Sudanese Govern-
ment. The Senate should not strip this
provision from the Darfur Peace and
Accountability Act, and I encourage all
of my colleagues in the House to co-
sponsor the bill in support of divest-
ment that Congressman BARBARA LEE
of California introduced today.

Mr. Speaker, the House has acted and
spoken in a unified bipartisan voice to
end the violence and genocide in
Darfur.

I would like to thank my House col-
leagues Representatives DONALD
PAYNE, FRANK WOLF, MIKE CAPUANO,
and ToM TANCREDO and so many others
who have been leaders in calling atten-
tion to and taking action on the crisis
in Darfur.

But most of all I want to thank the
American people, who, in their church-
es, synagogues, temples and mosques,
on college campuses and the local com-
munity centers, have organized and
mobilized to make sure that the Presi-
dent and this Congress get the message
that we have not done enough so long
as the killing continues.

Mr. Speaker, we must do more. We
must end the genocide. We must pro-
tect the people of Darfur, and we must
do it today.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PoE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
GOHMERT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GOHMERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
SKYLINE MEMBERSHIP
CORPORATION
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask per-
mission to address the House for 5 min-
utes.
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