September 20, 2006

A border agent told me in Laredo re-
cently that agents are told by super-
visors at our legal ports of entry,
quote, We are a port of entry, not a
port of denial. So when in doubt, let
people in, don’t keep them out.

What an absurd policy for security,
but a great greeter policy. Our Border
Patrol agents should not be Wal-Mart
greeters. They are law enforcement of-
ficers. They need American policy that
is very clear. Keep the drug smugglers,
the human smugglers and the terror-
ists out of America. Protect the sov-
ereignty of our Nation.

After all, it is illegal to come to
America without permission. It makes
no difference what the Sly Fox of Mex-
ico or his replacement, Commander
Calderon, think. It is still our country.
Unless we are serious about border se-
curity and have firm, well-defined laws
on border security, we may as well re-
place the badge our Border Patrol
agents wear with a smiley face of a
Wal-Mart greater.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

REPUBLICANS FENCING OUT
ORDINARY AMERICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the
Republicans are so concerned about
their own hides that today they voted
to fence off the U.S. Constitution from
the American people. There is nothing
to do with borders between the U.S.
and Mexico or between the U.S. and
Canada. It has everything to do with
the Republican Party fencing out ordi-
nary Americans from participating in
their own government.

Why let everyone vote when they
might actually vote for the Democrat
or for the independent? Democracy is
messy for the Republican Party these
days, so they are going to short-circuit
the process. Who needs to stay up late
to watch the vote returns or worry
about exit polls, when Republicans
have come up with a plan to deny 7
million ordinary Americans the right
to vote?

Of course, they have targeted people
they don’t think will vote Republican:
the disadvantaged, the disabled, the el-
derly, Native Americans, among oth-
ers. Republicans like to say they are
spreading democracy around the world.
Here at home, they are using this bill
to disenfranchise American people.

Republicans have created a non-
existent crisis because their right-wing
base is unhappy and in need of atten-
tion. Today the Republicans moved to
solve a crisis they created. They want
everyone to have an official govern-
ment-issued photo ID before they could
vote.

So much for that Republican line
about getting the Federal Government
out of our lives. The Republicans want
the Federal Government in your face,
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snapping pictures. Before you could
vote, you would have to produce an of-
ficial government-issued photo ID. A
passport would work. You know, that
is the kind of document that the rich
have, because they take vacations in
other countries. The poor don’t take
vacations at all. No passport, no vote.
No problem for Republicans.

Of course, the Republicans will rush
to the podium over here to say that
you can use your driver’s license. They
will not tell you that the National
Commission on Federal Election Re-
form in 2001 estimated that up to 10
percent of Americans eligible to vote
do not have official State photo ID,
like a driver’s license; no photo ID, no
vote, no problem for Republicans.

Now, in Georgia and Missouri, they
tried this. It was thrown out in court.
So today we do it at the national level.
We are going to do it for everybody.
They will be delighted if ordinary
Americans stay home on election day.
In fact, they would be relieved.

They know that this bill will encour-
age it. That is why Republicans are be-
hind it 150 percent. It is the latest step
in the Republican strategy to hold on
to power in the election of 2006, even if
they have to dismantle the democracy
to do it. They passed the Help America
Vote Act, and then amended it to be-
come the Help Republicans Stay in
Power Act by underfunding the legisla-
tion.

They said they were helping, but
they put no money out there. It is
reminiscent of Florida in 2000. Repub-
licans are building a border fence in-
side our borders to keep the American
people out of participating in their own
government. This bill will prevent mil-
lions of people from casting a ballot,
exactly what the Republicans want.

Republicans want to replace the fun-
damental right in America, the govern-
ment of the people, by the people and
for the people with something else:
government of the few, by the privi-
leged and for the rich. This is the creed
of the Republican 1 percent Party.

The President of the League of
Women Voters, Mary Wilson said,
“This is an attempt to politicize the
voting process by erecting barriers to
keep many eligible legal voters from
participating. Congress should not be
playing politics with our right to
vote,”” closed quote.

Yet the Republicans are hijacking
the right to vote of an ordinary Ameri-
cans. Why? Because they are afraid of
losing power and afraid they can’t
scare the American people into submis-
sion any longer. Letting every eligible
American vote means the American
people might actually choose the per-
son they want.

That is something Republicans find
truly frightening, so they are building
a fence to keep the Americans out of
America. But the fence won’t go up in
this bill till 2008, so the American peo-
ple have a mid-term election ahead.
You know what they are up to. You
know what they want to do.
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But you have a chance to vote, still,
everybody has a chance to vote, and
the people can vote and protect their
right to vote by voting against people
who will put up this kind of legislation.
We saw in 2000 the efforts to keep peo-
ple away in indirect ways. This is a di-
rect shot at Americans’ right to vote.

————

O 1900

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

IN RECOGNITION OF OPERATION
HOMETOWN GRATITUDE

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to claim the time
of the gentleman from North Carolina.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Min-
nesota is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker,
Harry Truman once said, ‘‘America was
built on courage, on imagination and
an unbeatable determination to do the
job at hand.”

I rise today in recognition of Oper-
ation Hometown Gratitude. Operation
Hometown Gratitude is an effort start-
ed by students from Rochester, Min-
nesota, Public Schools to recognize the
hard work and sacrifice of our Armed
Forces. The operation was formed to
thank our troops by sending care pack-
ages and supplies.

I would like to recognize all of the
students for their dedication. I am es-
pecially thankful to student organizers
Katie White, Kelcey Evers, Brian Ehni,
Corey Hinsch, Dayton Root, Greg Tri,
Mitch Haack, Lucas Kirkam, Jon Nel-
son, Paul Keehn and Jayna Rench. As
someone who has witnessed firsthand
the gratitude of our Armed Forces
when they receive these care packages
and letters of encouragement, I can as-
sure each of these young people that
their work is important.

The energy and enthusiasm of these
young people was harnessed by a great
American. Gary Komaniecki is a teach-
er at both Rochester John Marshall
and Mayo High Schools. Gary is the ad-
visor for these young people and should
be recognized for his continued support
for our men and women in uniform.
Gary has received assistance from Judy
Evers, Brenda White, Deanna Mandler,
Arthur and Shirley Scammell and
Maggie Hovel.

I would also like to recognize the
sponsors of this program: VFW Post
1215; all three Rochester HyVee loca-
tions; Terry Timm of Ye Olde Butcher
Shop; Dave Evans from The Printers;
Darel Nigon from Nigon Woodworks;
Shawn Flippin from National Pawn
Company; Rochester Culvers, both
north and south; Jim Rush from A-Z
Embroidery; and Homestyle Pizza.
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Make no mistake, this job is not
easy. The people of Iraq and Afghani-
stan lived under brutal regimes for dec-
ades. There is much to be done, and our
Armed Forces continue to do their jobs
well.

Mr. Speaker, the young people who
have spearheaded Operation Hometown
Gratitude, as well as the sponsors who
seeded this work, are not just sending
care packages and supplies. By their
support and their effort, they are dis-
playing what Harry Truman meant by
“unbeatable determination’ and play-
ing a major part in doing the job at
hand.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO. addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

ON THE CRISIS SITUATION IN
DARFUR

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to claim the
time of Mr. DEFAZIO.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Illinois
is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
first of all, I want to commend Mr.
PAYNE of New Jersey and all of those
who have demonstrated tremendous
leadership on this issue.

I have been told time and time again
that the only way that evil can tri-
umph is when good people do nothing,
and I believe it was Dante who sug-
gested that the hottest places in hell
are reserved for those who declare neu-
trality and do nothing in times of great
crisis.

We have all heard of the atrocities
that are continuously being heaped
upon the people in the Sudan. It is now
time for us to act, and to act convinc-
ingly. We have to ask ourselves the
question, if not us, then who? If not
now, then when?

I am here tonight to help sound the
alarm once again on genocide in the
Sudan. There is no room for neutrality
in the face of the crimes being com-
mitted there each day. Amnesty Inter-
national has renewed its charge that
the international community is not
doing enough to protect women in the
Darfur region and the refugee camps in
Chad where mass rape is being used as
a weapon.

Since 1983, more than 2 million black
civilians have died during the civil war
in the south Sudan. That struggle was
especially brutal for the civilian popu-
lation. Slave raids resulted in the en-
slavement of women and children, gang
rape, ethnic cleansing and the imposi-
tion of famine conditions for hundreds
of thousands of people.

On October 21, 2002, the President
signed the Sudan Peace Act, which
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stated in part that the acts of the Gov-
ernment of Sudan constitute genocide
as defined by the United Nations Con-
vention on the Prevention and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Genocide. That
bill requires President Bush to certify
every 6 months that the government in
Khartoum is negotiating in good faith
for an end to the civil war. According
to some sources, we may be close to a
framework for peace in that region.

Mr. Speaker, only a short time ago
we paused here to mark the 10th anni-
versary of the genocide in Rwanda,
where more than 800,000 people died
while the world watched and did noth-
ing. Once again, genocide has unfolded
before us, and those who have taken
note have expressed their horror at
what we have seen. But where is the
public outcry? Where are the front
page pictures? Where is the response of
our government on behalf of the Amer-
ican people? I can tell you there has
been some, but there has not been
nearly enough.

So I join with my colleagues here
this evening to call for the unequivo-
cal, absolute declaration that genocide
in the Sudan must end, and that it
must end now. Not next year, not next
month, but tonight.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. OSBORNE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

ADDRESSING THE MEDICARE
PART D DOUGHNUT HOLE

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to claim the time
of the gentleman from Nebraska.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Texas is
recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, we
heard a lot last spring about the vol-
untary Part D prescription drug pro-
gram that seniors had available to
them for the first time. We haven’t
heard much about it recently, but it is
important to revisit the concept be-
cause of two aspects.

One is the open enrollment period,
which is going to begin the middle of
November and run through the end of
the year; and the other is to address
the fact that some seniors are coming
upon what is called the coverage gap.
They have received enough help in the
prescription drug program, and they
have come into a period of spending
where they are expected to cover the
whole cost of their prescription drug
components until they get up to a cat-
astrophic level, after which they will
only be responsible for 5 percent of
their drug expenditures.

Mr. Speaker, last spring when we
talked about the Medicare prescription
drug program back home, I would tell
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my constituents to focus on cost, cov-
erage and convenience. If cost is your
biggest driver, then look for the plan
that has the lowest cost. That is pretty
easy to do if you have got a computer
and can go to Medicare.gov and scroll
through the various computer screens
of the plans out there.

In my State in Texas, there were
some 48 different plans and combina-
tions of plans that were available, but
it is pretty easy to pick out the ones
that are the lowest cost. If cost was the
main driver, that is what I would en-
courage people to do, and then focus in
on those three or four that were the
lowest-cost plans.

If coverage was the main driver,
there was a column devoted to cov-
erage as well. You can certainly pick
and choose from plans that covered 95,
98 percent or even 100 percent of the
drugs in the Medicare formula.

Finally, convenience. If you want to
use mail order, make sure that the pro-
gram that you are looking at conforms
to that expectation. If you want to use
the Wal-Mart pharmacy, if you want to
use the mom-and-pop drugstore down
on the corner, make certain that that
dispensing entity is available on the
drug plan.

But by focusing on cost, coverage and
convenience, then this rather daunting
prospect of looking at 48 different drug
plans became a whole 1ot easier.

Remember, Mr. Speaker, when we
passed the Medicare drug prescription
program, the idea was with the finite
number of dollars we had available we
were going to cover the people most in
need. That meant the people who had
the most trouble with illness, who were
on the most medications, and those
people who were the least well off. The
sickest and the poorest received the
greatest amount of help from the Medi-
care prescription drug program. And
that indeed has been borne out. But of
necessity, those of us who are more
well off or perhaps not as ill will find
ourselves exposed to some expenditure
for prescription drugs in the so-called
coverage gap.

Well, 92 percent of the people who
signed up for Medicare are not affected
by the coverage gap. That is, 45 percent
of all Medicare beneficiaries will be eli-
gible. Some fall into a category where
they are eligible for low-income sub-
sidies and therefore not affected by the
gap. They have annual drug expendi-
tures well below the $2,250 level and
will never reach the gap, or they have
chosen an enhanced Part D plan that
provides some coverage in the coverage
gap. An additional 47 percent have pre-
scription drug coverage from plans out-
side of Part D, government plans, vet-
erans plans or another Federal pro-
gram, or an employer-sponsored pro-
gram. Or there are those 9 percent who
just said, I don’t get sick, I don’t need
drugs, I don’t take drugs, and I am not
going to sign up. Forty-seven percent
of Americans fall into that group. So 92
percent of people will never be affected
by the coverage gap.
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