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with Foreign Minister Mammadyarov and
stress that the United States seeks assur-
ances that all political prisoners are allowed
free access to counsel of their choice, are
safe and provided all necessary health care,
receive humane treatment and, if it goes that
far, receive a free, fair and public trial. More
appropriately, they should be freed at once as
a demonstration of Azerbaijan’s commitment
to democratic reform and respect for human
rights and the rule of law.

The Azeri Democracy Initiative, a non-par-
tisan, international non-profit organization
headquartered in Washington and dedicated
to strengthening U.S.-Azerbaijan ties on a
basis of shared values, has joined in calling
on the European Court of Human Rights to in-
vestigate the politically-motivated arrest of
Farhad Aliyev, the reformist former Minister of
Economic Development of Azerbaijan.

The case before the Court of Human Rights
in Strasbourg was filed by a group of British
lawyers and alleges human rights abuses.
They pointed out that Azerbaijan, as a mem-
ber of the Council of Europe, is legally obli-
gated to comply with the European Conven-
tion of Human Rights as a condition of mem-
bership of the Council of Europe.

Lord Lester QC, one of Europe’s leading
barristers on human rights issues, said the
brothers were detained arbitrarily, put in soli-
tary confinement and held “without justifica-
tion”. He has been denied access to the men.

“The Aliyev cases illustrate how far the Re-
public of Azerbaijan has to change before it
can be regarded as a truly democratic state
respecting the European rule of law and the
fundamental human rights and freedoms of its
citizens,” Lord Lester added.

Many members of the brothers’ families,
business associates and acquaintances have
been “harassed, arrested and persecuted fol-
lowing Farhad and Rafig’'s arrests,” according
to Lucy James, one of the London attorneys.
“Many have been detained on trumped up
charges or without charge” and many have re-
portedly lost their jobs.

Mr. Speaker, | urge the Secretary of State
and Ambassador Derse in Baku to raise this
critical human rights issue at the highest levels
and call for the freedom of political prisoners.

——
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Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
alumni, students, faculty, and friends of Ala-
bama A&M University, | rise today to con-
gratulate Dr. Robert Jennings on his inaugura-
tion as the University’s tenth President.

Alabama A&M is a prestigious 131-year old
land-grant university located in Normal, AL. Its
faculty and students are nationally recognized
for their work in and out of the classroom.

A&M selected Jennings as President in Jan-
uary of 2006. A graduate of Morehouse Col-
lege and Clark Atlanta University, Dr. Jennings
is a Fulbright-Hays Fellow and a highly re-
spected and accomplished professor and ad-
ministrator.
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Prior to his appointment at A&M, Dr. Jen-
nings served many years as a professor and
administrator at Atlanta University Graduate
School. Dr. Jennings has also held positions
at Norfolk State University, Albany State Uni-
versity, and North Carolina A&T State Univer-
sity. Most recently, he served as the Executive
Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of
Wake Forest University’s Future Focus 2020,
a program designed to encourage urban com-
munities to more actively participate in discus-
sions about the future of the country.

In addition to his impressive academic
record, Dr. Jennings is a distinguished dip-
lomat and civil servant. In 1999, he rep-
resented the U.S. Embassy and the U.S. State
Department as a consultant and trainer at the
University of Naimey in Niger, Africa. He also
previously served as a Loaned Executive to
the Office of the Administrator of the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency, as well as an
Equal Opportunity and Employee Develop-
ment Specialist and Lead Trainer for the U.S.
Equal Opportunity Commission.

Mr. Speaker, during the week of September
11th, the Alabama A&M community is cele-
brating Dr. Jennings’ inauguration. | believe
that his impressive resume and numerous
academic accomplishments have more than
prepared him to lead Alabama A&M University
to new heights. | look forward to working with
him and all of the faculty, students, alumni,
and staff to build on the University’s proud tra-
dition of excellence.

———
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | can-
not vote for this bill, for several reasons.

To begin with, as the debate in the Re-
sources Committee made clear, this is not the
kind of measure that should be considered
under a procedure that rigidly limits debate
and prevents consideration of any amend-
ments. Instead, it is a controversial proposal
that can affect many parts of the country. All
members whose districts could be affected—
or who have concerns for other reasons—
should have the opportunity to propose
amendments that they think would improve the
legislation.

But regardless of the procedures controlling
debate today, | think the bill has such serious
flaws that it should be rejected—which was
why | voted against it in committee.

As others have noted, it would make a dras-
tic change in current law regarding the regula-
tion of Indian gaming, changes that do not
properly reflect and respect the status of tribal
governments and that have led the majority of
tribes and tribal organizations to oppose the
legislation.

| do not think such far-reaching changes are
necessary to address the problems cited by
the bill’'s supporters. On the contrary, | think
the Interior Department already has ample au-
thority to resolve those problems through reg-
ulation.

Finally, some have suggested that the legis-
lation should be passed to resolve questions
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raised in 2004 when two tribes now based in
Oklahoma asserted a claim to lands in Colo-
rado. However, | do not think that is accurate.

Nothing in this bill would prevent tribes from
making such land claims in the future. And be-
cause no legislation can bind a future Con-
gress, the bill would not prevent a legislative
settlement of such claims—the professed goal
of those asserting the Colorado claim—which
could involve authorization of Indian gaming
on some of the lands involved.

| urge the House to reject this bill.
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, back in June
the Democratic Caucus began a series of
weekly special orders and floor speeches as a
part of our ongoing “lraq Watch.” Midway
through September, we’re still watching, and
what we'’re seeing is not encouraging. Other
members will elaborate on the escalating
death toll, the continued drain on our Treas-
ury, and our inability to provide even the most
basic services that might show the Iragis that
our invasion has improved their lives in some
way. That there were no weapons of mass de-
struction, no link between Saddam and Al
Qaeda, and no threat to America in Irag con-
tinues to be demonstrated with each new re-
port released and each study published. We
know that we went in without a plan to man-
age the country after we toppled the govern-
ment, contrary to military recommendations.
Indeed, we now know that Secretary Rumsfeld
actually threatened to fire staff who kept insist-
ing on making some attempt at post-war plan-
ning. The generals in the field have told us,
again, that their mission cannot be accom-
plished without tens of thousands, perhaps
even a hundred thousand or more troops. Yet,
according to an official army report referenced
in the article | include, for the record, there are
no more troops to send.

Mr. Speaker, we’'ve been watching as this
quagmire gets worse by the day. But | can’t
help wondering if the Republicans are watch-
ing the same conflict | am. To listen to what
the Administration and its backers in Congress
are saying, one might think that the invasion
happened just last month, rather than three
and a half years ago. You might think we were
greeted as liberators, or even that we helped
the Iraqgis form a functioning democracy. You
might even draw the conclusion that fanning
the flames in Iraq is somehow, in some way
making the American people safer.

Operating on the same flawed assumptions
they used to mislead us into this mess in the
first place, the Administration still has not
given us an exit plan out of this bloodbath.
We’ve heard plenty of slogans. “As the Iraqis
stand up, we’ll stand down.” “Stay the
course,” But, Mr. Speaker, empty rhetoric is
not a strategy. Hearing these slogans again
and again, I’'m reminded of one definition of in-
sanity: to take the same action over and over
and expect different results. Our continued oc-
cupation of Irag without any kind of strategy or
plan to resolve the conflict simply makes no
sense.

Mr. Speaker, | was shocked and horrified
when | heard that Vice President Cheney went
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