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address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, Americans are frus-
trated. Back in May, the Senate passed
the ‘““No Illegal Alien Left Behind’’ bill
which hands rights and benefits to law-
breakers on a silver platter. Clearly we
have a large hurdle to overcome in
compromising with this very atrocious
bill.

However, with each day that we fail
to pass meaningful border security re-
form, Americans become anxious that
we will do nothing or even worse that
we may cave in to the Senate. I heard
from more than 14,000 constituents
over the last month who emphatically
told me that they do not want amnesty
for law breakers.

Listen up America: We must stand
united behind the border security bill
passed by the House, H.R. 4437, and to
proclaim to Americans that we agree
with them and we will never give am-
nesty to illegal aliens.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extension of Remarks.)

————

U.S. MILITARY’S READINESS
PROBLEMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, on July
5, 1950, near the city of Osan in South
Korea, North Korean forces faced a bat-
talion of American soldiers who had
been sent to stop the Korean advance.
This battalion of 406 soldiers was
undermanned, under-trained and poor-
ly equipped. These soldiers fought a 7-
hour battle that ended in retreat, and
with 1560 American infantrymen killed,
wounded or missing.

This battalion was known as Task
Force Smith, and its failure was due to
a lack of readiness on the part of our
military after World War II. Today, Mr.
Speaker, I am concerned that the low
readiness levels of the Army and the
Marine Corps are going to once again
endanger our troops.

Mr. Speaker, I have spoken about
readiness problems before. And it con-
tinues to concern me as this situation
worsens. Let me be blunt. Our ground
forces and their reserves face a crisis
with manpower and equipment short-
ages and will be challenged to complete
their missions should they be called to
respond to an emergency.
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Mr. Speaker, I have used the word
“readiness” many times before. But I
feel it necessary to clearly define its
meaning. Readiness describes the con-
dition of our military forces. It is a
measure of how well they are manned,
trained and equipped to complete the
full range of missions necessary to de-
fend our Nation.

This is why the falling readiness lev-
els of our Army and our Marine Corps
are so disturbing. They indicate that
we may not be able to defend our Na-
tion’s interests wherever they may face
challenges. The most striking example
of this problem is with equipment.
Over 40 percent of the Army and Ma-
rine Corps ground equipment is now de-
ployed to Iraq or Afghanistan. It is
wearing out as much as nine times
faster than normal. Only 3 years in
Iraq has placed as much as 27 years of
wear on our equipment, forcing the De-
partment of Defense to cannibalize the
equipment of non-deployed units and
the National Guard.

This cannibalization of equipment
has left the Army without a single
combat brigade in the Continental
United States ready for all of their
war-time missions.

Simply put, the war in Iraq is sap-
ping our strategic base and leaving us
with a broken Army. The Armed Serv-
ices Committee is nearing agreement
to add $20 billion to the Defense Au-
thorization Act for next year to try to
help fix this grave situation.

This will help, but the Department’s
readiness problems are too large to be
fixed by a one-time investment. To-
gether, the Army and Marine Corps
need an astounding $29 billion in 2007
to repair or replace equipment dam-
aged in Irag and Afghanistan. The
amount is only part of the overall bill
that represents a snapshot in time of a
problem that is large and continues to
STOW.

The problem has developed over time
due to mismanagement and a failure on
the part of the administration to ade-
quately plan for Iraq. It cannot be
solved overnight. Congress can con-
tinue to provide band-aids for readiness
shortfalls by funding through
supplementals, but the Army and Ma-
rine Corps are limping along. They can-
not keep pace with falling readiness
levels.

The only way to truly solve this
problem is for the administration to
commit to fully funding the needs of
the Department of Defense. This coun-
try is at war. Americans have a right
to expect the administration to real-
istically budget for national defense.
The stakes are high. Mr. Speaker, we
cannot afford another Task Force
Smith.

————

WAYZATA COMMUNITY CHURCH
CELEBRATES 125 YEARS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. RAMSTAD)
is recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to pay tribute to Wayzata Community
Church of Wayzata, MN, on its 125th
anniversary of ministry and mission.

Founded in 1881 by a dozen early set-
tlers on Lake Minnetonka, Wayzata
Congregational Church grew to 70
members within 2 years. In 1912, a new
church was built, but it burned down 4
years later. Remarkably, it was rebuilt
by a determined congregation in only 7
months.

Then, in 1948, the church officially
became Wayzata Community Church,
and ground was broken for a new build-
ing at Ferndale Road and Wayzata
Boulevard in Wayzata, where this dy-
namic community of faith is located
today.

With nearly 3,000 members, Wayzata
Community Church is one of the five
largest congregations of the United
Church of Christ. My family and I are
grateful members of this loving and
nurturing congregation. Our church is
a place of spiritual growth, compas-
sionate support and committed service.

For 125 years, Wayzata Community
Church has been a place of growth and
renewal, fellowship, outreach, commu-
nity service, music ministries, and
children and youth ministries.

For 125 years, Wayzata Community
Church has been there to help people in
need, people suffering the ravages of
poverty, homelessness, hunger, addic-
tion, broken homes, disease and de-
spair.

One hundred twenty-five years of
providing food, shelter, clothing, trans-
portation, counseling and support
groups.

Wayzata Community Church, Mr.
Speaker, is a key partner of Interfaith
Outreach and Community Partners, a
partnership of faith communities,
other community organizations and in-
dividuals that serve low-income people
in eight of our west suburban commu-
nities.

Wayzata Community Church’s exten-
sive commitment to doing the Lord’s
work here on Earth also includes pro-
grams such as Adopt a Family, Fami-
lies Moving Forward, Hurricane Relief,
Loaves and Fishes, Meals on Wheels,
Salvation Army bell ringers, the leg-
endary Women’s Fellowship annual
rummage sale, and the Sleep Out for
the Homeless, to name but a few.

Wayzata Community Church, Mr.
Speaker, is truly a church that lives
out the biblical command to love God,
love others and serve the least amongst
us.

The church is also a lively hub of ac-
tivity in the Lake Minnetonka area for
seniors, children and their friends and
people of all ages. From music per-
formances, authors, workshops, scout-
ing, support groups, basketball games,
nursery schools, you name it, it is all
there at Wayzata Community Church.

Wayzata Community Church has also
been blessed with truly visionary and
dedicated leadership over the past 125
years.

On this historic anniversary, we are
especially grateful for our current sen-
ior minister, Reverend Dr. John Ross,
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and the entire pastoral staff, the Rev-
erends Teresa Chamberlain, Kristen
Jeide, Dr. James Newby and S. Linda
Purdy.

We are also very thankful to all of
the clergy who have served Wayzata
Community Church during the past 125
years, as well as the other church staff,
lay leaders, teachers, musicians, choir
members, volunteers and other friends
and members of Wayzata Community
Church.

Mr. Speaker, on this special anniver-
sary of Wayzata Community Church,
let us pay tribute to 125 years of min-
istry and mission and pray that this
wonderful community of faith will pro-
vide many more years of spiritual
growth, support and service to the peo-
ple of the Lake Minnetonka commu-
nity.

————
O 1600

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PRICE of Georgia). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentlewoman
from New York (Mrs. MCCARTHY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

RESTORING DEMOCRACY TO
AMERICA

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to speak out of
turn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Wash-
ington is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, you
can always tell when the Republicans
fear an upcoming election because they
start apologizing for their past trans-
gressions.

So it should come as no surprise that
the President finally acknowledged the
presence and use of secret CIA prisons.
The American people happen to think
that the U.S. Constitution is a docu-
ment that was never intended to be
shredded and discarded like last week’s
newspaper, but that is exactly what is
happening by the President and his
rubber-stamp Republican Congress.

We do not have to subvert the free-
doms and principles that make us
Americans so that the President can
fumble his way through finding and
fighting terrorists like bin Laden.

We still believe in the rule of law, the
first amendment, the Constitution, and
the Bill of Rights. We believe in the
Geneva Convention, and the President
undermines the American credibility,
power and leadership around the world
by dismissing a document so important
that it is incorporated into the manu-
als of the U.S. Armed Forces.

America is not a democracy at your
convenience, Mr. President. Without
the protections provided by the first
amendment, the American people
might never have known about the
abuses at Abu Ghraib; and without the
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first amendment, the American people
would have never known about the un-
authorized wiretaps of the American
people, even when there is a secret
court specifically set up to enable
America to defend itself without de-
stroying the Constitution and the Bill
of Rights in the process.

The American people still believe in
the rule of law, and they can see that
the President suspended the Constitu-
tion, the Geneva Convention, and the
Bill of Rights because he finds them in-
convenient.

The policies of this administration
and the Republican Congress have not
made America safer, but America is in
danger on a whole new front, Presi-
dential indifference to the principles
and ideals that we are fighting for.

The President was given the tools
and the resources after 9/11, but he
pulled out before the job was done. He
diverted our soldiers and resolve from
Afghanistan to Iraq. It was a bad deci-
sion then, and it has become disastrous
now in both places.

But with an automatic rubber-stamp
Congress in the House and the Senate,
the President could tell them what to
think, tell them how to vote and get
whatever he wanted. There was no bal-
ance in our government to ask the
tough questions and hold the President
accountable. There still is no balance
in our government that can protect the
American people and our founding poli-
cies from the brute force of the Repub-
lican power machine.

The President finally admitted he au-
thorized secret CIA prisons, and in the
next breath, demands the Congress au-
thorize him to keep doing whatever he
wants. And if the Republicans remain
in power, they will do exactly what the
President wants. No debate, no bal-
ance, nothing short of outright mis-
representation of the American people.

The Republicans misrepresent the
American people when they rubber-
stamp everything the President wants.
That is not how America works, and it
is not how democracy works. America
is all about balance, debating different
points of view, coming together as one
Nation, standing on common ground.
But that fundamental approach re-
quires accountability, and there has
been none under the Republicans.

For goodness sake, the Republicans
could not even swear in Big Oil CEOs
when they were called to Capitol Hill
over skyrocketing prices. Republicans
could not require these people to swear
to tell the truth. Maybe they did;
maybe they did not. We will never
know.

And that is what the midterm elec-
tion is really all about. America is tilt-
ed not merely to the right, but off the
map entirely. Neocons who no one
elected are telling the President and
the Vice President what they are ex-
pected to do and what the Republican
Congress will pass.

The American people may not under-
stand the rules of Congress; but know
this, Republicans delay every vote on
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the floor of this House until they can
twist enough arms to get what the
neocons behind the curtain want. De-
bate is gone. Accountability is gone.
And that is why the Republican control
should be gone.

The Republicans have squandered
their chance to govern. Republicans
have shortchanged the American peo-
ple for 12 long years. With free speech
and free press, now the American peo-
ple know it.

November is about restoring democ-
racy to the Nation best able to protect
it. November is about restoring balance
to a Republican Congress that has for-
gotten that it works for the people, not
for the neocons. No democracy can sur-
vive without a Congress that looks at
the President’s policies and asks ques-
tions and sometimes says no.

This President has had a free hand
for far too long, and this election is a
referendum on President Bush. If you
want more, vote for a Republican. If
you want to change it, vote for the
Democrats.

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——————

THANK GOD FOR THIS DEMOC-
RACY AND THOSE PROTECTING
IT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to speak out of
turn for 5 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Texas is
recognized.

There was no objection.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, we hear
people across the aisle talk about, gee,
a rubber-stamp Congress. Well, I can
point to you, that is the reason there is
no immigration or border bill right
now is because this is not a rubber-
stamp Congress. The President wants
some things that we simply cannot
provide.

But when we talk about the allega-
tions about Republicans or the Presi-
dent shredding the Constitution, let me
tell you, he does not shred the Con-
stitution. He has sworn to protect it,
and I am proud that people who want
to destroy the way of life that we have
in this country, people that believe
that freedom and democracy and self-
government is a terrible thing, they
think that that leads to debauchery
and degradation, and therefore, you
need some holy ayatollah that tells
you everything you can or cannot do,
that sends women back to being chat-
tels as they never should have been but
still are in some areas of the world,
that is what they want to do to this
country. They want to destroy people.
They want to kill us, and we have a
President that understands that.
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