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Mr. James W. Callahan, City of Hammond
Building Commissioner, will receive the Serv-
ice to Labor Award for special recognition in
assisting organized labor to improve the qual-
ity of life for workers in Northwest Indiana.

On behalf of the Pangere Corporation, Mr.
Steve Pangere, President, will be presented
with this year's Union Label Award for unself-
ish devotion to the Labor movement through
its promotion in all areas of endeavor.

On behalf of the United Union of Roofers,
Waterproofers and Allied Workers Local 26
and Roofers Local 26 Joint Apprenticeship
and Training Committee Apprentice Program,
Mr. Jeff Lussow, Business Manager, and Mr.
Keith Vitkovich, Apprenticeship Coordinator,
will accept the Community Service Award for
exemplary service to the community and the
enhancement of the quality of life for all.

Mr. Patrick Malott, Sr., United Steelworkers
#6787, will receive the George Meany Scout
Award, an honor bestowed upon him by the
Boy Scouts of America.

Mr. James G. Stemmler, Business Manager
for the Iron Workers Local 395, will be hon-
ored with the Lifetime Achievement Award.
The exceptional service he has provided to
the community deserves our admiration and
respect. His dedication and commitment dem-
onstrated for his community is representative
of the values we cherish in Northwest Indiana.

For the 2006 Business Sector Awards, Mr.
John C. Mang is this year’s recipient of the
President’s Award. The years of hard work he
has put forth are a true inspiration to all. Mr.
Calvin E. Bellamy is this year’s recipient of the
Retail/Wholesale Sector Award, while Mr. Mike
Schaller, President, Schaller and Mandemack
Construction, Incorporated, will receive the
Building Trades Sector Award. Finally, Mr.
Don Potrebic, Lake County Councilman and
retired member of the United Steelworkers
Local 1014, will be honored with this year’s
Service/Municipal Sector Award.

Northwest Indiana has a rich history of ex-
cellence in its craftsmanship and loyalty by its
tradesmen. These individuals are all out-
standing examples of these qualities. They
have demonstrated their loyalty to both the
union and the community through their hard
work and self-sacrifice.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in congratulating
these dedicated, honorable, and outstanding
citizens, in addition to all of the hardworking
union men and women in America. They have
shown commitment and courage toward their
pursuits, and | am proud to represent them in
Washington, DC.

HONORING RICHARD GIMBL
HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 6, 2006

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
am very proud to rise in honor of an American
hero and one of the bravest firemen that Long
Island has ever known, Mr. Richard Gimbl,
Chief of the Holbrook Fire Department.

It is a tremendous privilege for me to inform
the House that Chief Gimbl was recently se-
lected by the great State of New York as its
2006 “Fireman of the Year.” This award is the
most recent of a long and highly prestigious
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list of decorations bestowed upon Chief Gimbl
throughout a remarkably distinguished career
exemplified by valor, sacrifice and selfless
dedication to his fellow firemen and on behalf
of a grateful community that he served and
protected for 36 years.

Mr. Speaker, Chief Gimbl has answered the
call time and again. He was dispatched to
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands to help with
the relief and recovery from the violent hurri-
canes of the late 1980s. As part of a FEMA
relief unit, he responded to the Oklahoma City
bombing in 1995. And he was there at Ground
Zero on September 11th when the World
Trade Center and so many of our bravest fire-
men fell.

At a time in our Nation’s history when the
ever-present threat of terrorism and natural
disasters continue to imperil our safety and
security here at home, we need and are deep-
ly grateful for heroes like Chief Gimbl, who set
the bar for a higher standard of commitment
and bravery consistently demonstrated by our
first responders, and who comfort us each day
by the blanket of security they provide at the
expense of tremendous sacrifice.

Mr. Speaker, as Chief Gimbl recovers from
injuries sustained in the line of duty last year,
we join with his family, fellow firefighters at the
Holbrook FD, and the entire Long Island com-
munity in expressing our sincere best wishes
for a full and speedy recovery and to assure
each of them that he will remain in our
thoughts and prayers.

————

15TH ANNIVERSARY OF UKRAINE’S
INDEPENDENCE

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 6, 2006

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, Au-
gust 24th marked the fifteenth anniversary of
Ukraine’s rebirth as an independent state, fi-
nally being freed from the shackles of Soviet
misrule that included a reign of terror, cultural
suppression and a genocidal famine.

The last fifteen years have witnessed peaks
and valleys as the Ukrainian people have
struggled to overcome the legacy of com-
munism and Moscow’s imperialism. While the
process of Ukraine’s restoration is still a work
in progress, great strides have been made to
consolidate that nation as an independent,
free and democratic state. The December 1,
1991 referendum on independence, the 1996
Constitution and especially the 2004 Orange
Revolution stand as highlights, demonstrating
Ukrainian resolve for independence, rule of
law, democracy and freedom, and the con-
tinuing promise of a better life.

In contrast to the first 13 years of independ-
ence, Ukraine is now “free”, and not merely
“partly free.” The March 26 parliamentary
election was one of the freest and fairest ever
held among post-Soviet states. The Ukrainian
economy is on the road to recovery and devel-
opment after the initial post-Soviet decline of
the 1990s. Ukraine is a responsible neighbor
and has shown its mettle as a partner for
peace and security in the world.

Of course, challenges remain despite the
real progress that has been made. There have
been missed opportunities. Many of the prom-
ises of the Orange Revolution are only par-
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tially fulfilled. The rule of law, including a truly
independent judiciary, remains to be consoli-
dated. Corruption, although not as egregious
as before the Orange Revolution, still rears its
ugly head. Many Ukrainians believe all too
many among the political elites look first to-
ward their personal interests rather than to the
good of the people and of the nation they are
supposed to serve. As the last months have
demonstrated, political stability can be elusive,
and it remains to be seen what direction the
new government will take. Nevertheless,
Ukraine continues to show tremendous poten-
tial, and | am firmly convinced that this still rel-
atively young 15-year-old independent state
will fulfill its potential.

Mr. Speaker, in looking over the last fifteen
years, we must not forget the sacrifices of mil-
lions who fought for Ukraine’s liberty over the
course of the last century, often against great
odds and at great personal risk. Whether in
the struggle for Ukraine’s short-lived independ-
ence in 1918-21, or the insurgent armies that
fought against both Nazi and Soviet rule dur-
ing and after World War Il, many Ukrainians
made the ultimate sacrifice.

More recently, in the final decades of Soviet
domination, Ukrainian Helsinki Monitors and
other human rights activists challenged the
system, calling upon the Kremlin to live up to
commitments voluntarily undertaken when
Leonid Brezhnev signed the 1975 Helsinki
Final Act. One such renowned activist, Ukrain-
ian Helsinki Monitor Nadia Svitlychna, who
served three years in a Soviet labor camp for
her tireless defense of human rights and free-
dom, died last month. We honor the memory
of Mrs. Svitlychna, recalling that it was coura-
geous and dedicated individuals like her who,
as much as anyone, paved the way for an
independent, democratic Ukraine.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud of the role that the
Helsinki Commission, which | Co-Chair, has
played throughout its 30-year existence in
firmly supporting human rights and freedom
for Ukraine. | am pleased that the Congress
has stood firm in support of Ukraine and am
confident that the United States will continue
to extend the hand of friendship as Ukraine
moves toward its rightful place as a fully inte-
grated member of the Euro-Atlantic community
of nations.

TRIBUTE TO MARK CHESNUTT
HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 6, 2006

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mark Chesnutt on this day
September 6, 2006, his 43rd birthday. This
outstanding country music star currently has
14 No. 1 hits, 23 top ten singles, four platinum
albums, five gold records, and continually
maintains a hefty live tour schedule.

Born in Beaumont, TX, Mark got his start
playing in honky-tonk bars throughout his
hometown area singing alongside his father,
Bob Chesnutt. His dad traveled often to Nash-
vile and started taking Mark along at 17
where he was soon discovered by talent
agents who recognized the vocal and authen-
tic talents Mark possesses.

Signed at 17 by MCA, Mark soon won the
coveted Country Music Association’s Horizon
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Award recognizing the industry’s top new tal-
ent. At the awards ceremony, he was intro-
duced by legendary country music star
George Jones who remarked, “This boy from
Beaumont, Texas is the real deal.”

Throughout the 90’s Mark’s singles contin-
ued to light up the chart including some of the
decade’s most memorable up-tempo hits like
“Bubba Shot the Jukebox” and “Going
Through the Big D.” Also accelerating his rise
to stardom were hits like the emotional ballads
“I'll Think of Something” and “I Don’t Want to
Miss a Thing.”

Mark’s excellence continues today com-
bining world-class vocals and awe-inspiring
stage performances that leave crowds stand-
ing in ovation until they themselves are
hoarse! Most remarkable of all, he stays true
to his roots keeping the traditional country
music style he was raised on in an ever-
changing country music landscape.

Mark Chesnutt is a true gift to Country
Music and specifically the 8th District of
Texas. Not only has he blessed us with musi-
cal hit after hit, he also has tirelessly given of
his time and talent to assist east and south-
east Texas in their recovery from the dev-
astating effects of Hurricane Rita. Mark also
has a wonderful marriage to Tracie Chesnutt
with three beautiful children: Waylon, Casey,
and Cameron.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for helping me
honor Mark Chesnutt, this America country
music superstar, on his 43rd birthday.

—————

CONGRATULATING RONNIE LOPEZ
FOR HIS INDUCTION INTO VALLE
DEL SOL’S HALL OF FAME

HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 6, 2006

Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today to proudly pay tribute to an Arizonan
who has exemplified the meanings of leader-
ship, commitment to community, social justice
and integrity. He is a highly-regarded leader
not only in Arizona, but nationally, and some-
one whom | am proud to call my friend—Mr.
Ronnie Lopez.

For more than 30 years, Ronnie Lopez has
been a leader in various community and polit-
ical endeavors that have improved the quality
of life for Arizona’s residents. For his work, he
will be entered into the Valle Del Sol Hall of
Fame during the 16th Annual Profiles of Suc-
cess Hispanic Leadership Awards Celebration
on September 8, 2006, in Phoenix, Arizona.

Born in Miami, Arizona, Ronnie and his two
brothers were raised by a single parent, Mrs.
Vera Lopez, after the death of his father. Ron-
nie married his high school sweetheart, Angie,
and together they headed to Phoenix in the
late 1960’s to pursue higher education ;cmd
new opportunities. They have two outstanding
sons, Paul and Marcos, and Paul and his wife
Elizabeth are expecting a daughter in Decem-
ber, another point of pride for Ronnie as a
first-time grandfather.

Ronnie served in the administration of Ari-
zona Governor Bruce Babbitt for ten years, ul-
timately serving as his Chief of Staff. Ronnie
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had the honor of twice administering the oath
of office to Babbitt: when then Attorney Gen-
eral Bruce Babbitt succeeded to the governor-
ship in 1979 and again in 1993 when Babbitt
became the Secretary of Interior. He has
served and continues to serve on numerous
boards and commissions, including Bank of
America, Congressional Hispanic Caucus In-
stitute, Friends of Sky Harbor Advisory Board,
and the Governor's Commission on the Sep-
tember 11th Memorial.

Most recently, Ronnie served as the co-
chair of the 2006 City of Phoenix Bond Com-
mittee the work of which voters approved in
March 2006. Ronnie also is the former pre-
siding Justice of the Peace of the West Phoe-
nix Precinct in Maricopa County. Ronnie also
led the establishment of community based or-
ganizations like Valle del Sol, Inc., and Chi-
canos Por La Causa, Inc., two of the Valley’s
leading non-profit Hispanic advocacy organiza-
tions.

He also has served on numerous political
campaigns and sits on the National Demo-
cratic Business Council. Among his many ac-
colades, in the year 2000, he was listed as
one of the “Most Influential Hispanics” by His-
panic Business Magazine.

Mr. Speaker, as you can surmise, Ronnie
Lopez, a Miami Vandal, has exhibited a tire-
less and visionary commitment to making Ari-
zona a better place to live for all people. He
is an exemplary leader and a profoundly com-
mitted individual who is a true role model for
the nation. Therefore, | am pleased to pay trib-
ute to my friend Ronnie Lopez, and | know my
colleagues will join me in thanking him and
wishing him great success.

TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND ENCOUR-
AGE CONGRESS’S SUPPORT FOR
SEPTEMBER 9-10 DESIGNATED AS
LUPUS AWARENESS WEEKEND

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 6, 2006

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you today to emphasize the importance
of raising awareness about Lupus, as well as
recognizing it as one of America’s major dis-
eases. It is important to note more Americans
have this disease than cerebral palsy, multiple
sclerosis, sickle-cell anemia and cystic fibrosis
combined.

In raising awareness about this devastating
disease, | joined many of my colleagues in
supporting increased funding for public and
health professional programs which raise
awareness and understanding about lupus.
Furthermore, | stand with many of my col-
leagues in strengthening the Nation’s research
efforts to identify the causes of and cure for
lupus.

| believe one of the more important ways of
raising awareness is encouraging education
about the disease and recognizing the symp-
toms. However, as many of the symptoms ex-
perienced by those who have lupus mimic
other diseases, lupus is very often hard to di-
agnose. There is no cure for lupus and re-
searchers have yet to learn what causes the
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disease. It is of interest to note, lupus occurs
more frequently in women and is also two to
three times more common among African
Americans, Hispanics, Asians and Native
Americans.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to support Sep-
tember 9 through 10 as Lupus Awareness
Weekend. | am hopeful with increased profes-
sional awareness and improved techniques for
diagnosing patients we can ensure early treat-
ment options as well as early diagnosis. It is
of utmost importance we remain vigilant in im-
proving access to information about this dis-
ease and ensuring funding levels remain ade-
quate.

————

RECOGNITION OF RAYMOND C.
BORGIA OF THE GLENWOOD
SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

HON. MELISSA L. BEAN

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 6, 2006

Ms. BEAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate and thank Raymond C. Borgia for his
exemplary service at the Glenwood School for
Boys and Girls located in Glenwood, IL.

A student himself at Glenwood from 1938 to
1949, Mr. Borgia excelled as a student leader
serving as a battalion commander from 1947
through 1949. Mr. Borgia was awarded an offi-
cer's saber in 1947 and awarded the pres-
tigious Glenwood Schools’ Wilfred Sykes
Award in 1949.

After attending Northern lllinois University in
1949 to 1950, Mr. Borgia served as a combat
infantryman in the Korean war from 1950 to
1953. To honor his heroic service to our coun-
try, he was awarded the Bronze Star and Pur-
ple Heart. After leaving active duty in 1953,
Mr. Borgia went on to serve in the U.S. Army
Reserves for 17 years.

Upon his return to lllinois, Mr. Borgia en-
rolled at the Chicago Technical College where
he obtained a degree in industrial engineering
in 1955.

In January 1957, he began as an instructor
at the Glenwood School for Boys and Girls.
During his distinguished career at Glenwood,
Mr. Borgia served as a camp director, military
instructor, football coach, baseball coach,
dean and vice president of the school. Over
the last half century, Mr. Borgia has committed
his life to being a mentor and role model to
generations of young men and women.

On December 31, 2006, Raymond Borgia
will retire after 50 years of service at the Glen-
wood School for Boys and Girls. To com-
memorate his many contributions to Glen-
wood, the school named a military award as
well as the dining hall at Glenwood’s Wis-
consin camp after Mr. Borgia.

He celebrates his retirement with his wife of
45 years, Manuela, his three sons and their
wives, six grandchildren and generations of
Glenwood students and friends. Although Mr.
Borgia is leaving Glenwood School for Boys
and Girls, his impact on the thousands of stu-
dents he has instructed will last for many
years to come.
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