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American, Colonel Rick R. Riera, who is giving
up command next week at Fort Benning, GA,
the “Home of the Infantry.”

Colonel Riera was born on June 4, 1959 in
Matanzas, Cuba. At the tender age of nine
years old, he and his family fled the Com-
munist government and were granted political
asylum in this country. They were flown via a
Liberty Flight to Miami, Florida, where Colonel
Riera grew up.

Riera was admitted to the United States
Military Academy and in 1981 graduated and
reported for training at Fort Benning. After his
initial training, he was assigned as a Rifle and
Scout Platoon Leader on the Demilitarized
Zone in Korea.

During his career, Colonel Riera has served
in six Infantry Regiments (8th, 15th, 18th,
23rd, 30th, and 75th) and four Infantry Divi-
sions (2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 24th). His service
highlights have included assignments as a
Ranger Rifle Platoon Leader during the inva-
sion of Grenada, command of two mechanized
Infantry companies in Germany during the
Cold War, and command of the Infantry’s first
M2A3 Bradley Battalion during the Division
Capstone Exercise.

Staff experience consists of duty as a Bat-
talion S-3, Battalion XO, Brigade S—4, Brigade
S-3, and Brigade XO with the Sledgehammer
Brigade on Kelley Hill. Colonel Riera also
served as the Chief of Crew Training for U.S.
Army Europe’s New Equipment Training Team
during the fielding of Bradleys to the 3rd AD
and 2nd ACR. Additionally, he was the first
Chief of the Bradley Crew Evaluator Training
Team  for  standardized gunnery at
Grafenwoehr.

Joint experience consists of service with J—
3 Southern Command in Panama and the An-
dean Ridge as a counterdrug operations offi-
cer at the height of the Drug War against the
Medellin and Cali Cartels. Colonel Riera later
served as the Army Special Assistant to the
Commander in Chief of U.S. Southern Com-
mand following its move to Miami, Florida.

In addition to completing Infantry courses
here at Fort Benning, he is a graduate of the
Regional Studies Course at the J.F.K. Special
Warfare Center, the Command and General
Staff Course at the U.S. Army School of the
Americas, and the Inter-American Defense
College. His awards include the Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal, Combat Infantryman’s
Badge, Expert Infantryman’s Badge, and Val-
orous Unit Award.

Colonel Riera is married to the former
Rosario Moreno of San Juan, Puerto Rico.
They have two children, Rebeca and Ricky.

Mr. Speaker, Colonel Riera is stepping
down as the garrison commander at Fort
Benning next week, and | stand here to honor
him today for his years of service to this Na-
tion. He escaped tyranny in his native land
and, with his family, sought freedom and op-
portunity in America. He found his freedom
and is now dedicating every day of his life to
protecting it for his children and for each and
every one of us. | thank him for his service,
particularly his leadership at Fort Benning, and
wish him luck in his future assignment at Fort
Sam Houston as Deputy Chief of Staff of Op-
erations, U.S. Army, South.
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT F. KERLEY

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a distinguished American, Robert F.
Kerley, who died on July 7, 2006.

Robert Kerley was born and educated in
California. He served his country during World
War Il as a member of General Mark Clark’s
staff in Italy. After the war he earned his B.S.
Degree at the University of California Berke-
ley, and then began his quarter century career
with the University. He was at Berkeley from
1951 until 1964 when he left to become the
Vice President for Business Affairs and Treas-
urer at the University of Kentucky, and went
on to serve as Vice President for Administra-
tion and Treasurer at Johns Hopkins. He re-
turned to Berkeley in 1970 and served as Vice
Chancellor of Administration until his retire-
ment in 1982. Upon his retirement he received
the Berkeley Citation, U.C. Berkeley’s highest
honor. The California Alumni Association
awarded him the Alumni Citation for excel-
lence in service and he was named a Berke-
ley Fellow in 2003, an honor given to a select
group for extraordinary service to the Univer-
sity.

Robert Kerley is survived by his beloved
wife Betty whom he met at Berkeley and mar-
ried in 1975 at the Chancellor’s residence. He
also leaves his children Kathleen James,
Maureen Douglas, Barbara Neill, William
Kerley and his step-children Katherine Strehl
and William Strehl. He also leaves 10 beloved
grandchildren . . . Adriana, Allison, Andrew,
Brent, Carolyn, Cecily, Christina, Jake, Joseph
and Meredith.

Robert Kerley was a member of the Board
of Regents of John F. Kennedy University, a
member and Chair of the National Association
of Colleges and Universities, as well as a
member of the Council on Higher Education.
He was a founding member and Chair of the
governing board of the Center for Independent
Living in Berkeley, the first group run by and
for people with disabilities, and an advisor to
Alta Bates Medical Center.

It has been a personal privilege to have
known Mr. Kerley’s step-daughter for many
years. Her integrity and commitment to public
service are an eloquent statement about her,
as well as her father.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring this good and great American and
in extending our deepest sympathy to his fam-
ily. Robert Kerley contributed greatly to our
community and our country, and in doing so,
made us a stronger and better nation.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ONE
HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE CLAY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
respectfully request the House’s attention
today to pay tribute to the people of Clay
County, Alabama, who on August 12, 2006,
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will celebrate the centennial anniversary of
their county’s beautiful and historic Court-
house.

Known across East Alabama as an architec-
tural gem, the Clay County Courthouse was
built in 1906 overlooking the square with a
Seth Thomas clock. The building has been the
site of a number of historic events over the
years.

Over the last decade, Clay County citizens
have witnessed the ongoing restoration of this
beautiful building. In recent years these ren-
ovations were completed, helping bring the
landmark back to its historic splendor. Today
it continues to serve as the county seat in
Ashland, Alabama, and features an art gallery,
a small museum dedicated to Hugo Black, and
a historical display of World War | arms.

The community centennial celebration will
occur on Saturday, August 12, where locals
will gather for music, food, arts and crafts
downtown.

| am delighted to be able to congratulate the
people of Clay County at the celebration of
this historic milestone, and hope this fine
building will continue to serve the people of
Alabama well into its next one hundred years.
| thank the House for its attention on this im-
portant day.

———

RECOGNIZING THE DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS ON ITS
75TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the 75th anniversary
of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs,
and the tens of thousands of men and women
serving America’s veterans in the VA system.
With its establishment as the Veterans Admin-
istration on July 21st, 1931, the United States
formalized its commitment to providing bene-
fits to America’s veterans.

The freedom that we enjoy in the United
States exists because of the sacrifices of the
brave men and women who have served and
protected our nation. Since America’s humble
beginnings in the Pilgrim colonies, our country
has honored the great sacrifice of our vet-
erans by committing to serve them upon their
return from duty. Today, the United States
provides the most comprehensive system of
assistance for veterans of any nation in the
world.

Congress must ensure that this tradition of
serving veterans remains strong. Many vet-
erans returning from combat in Irag, Afghani-
stan and around the world have suffered mul-
tiple severe injuries, presenting challenges
that were unimaginable in past wars. In Min-
nesota, the Minneapolis VA Medical Center is
a leader in the nation in providing the state-of-
the-art, life-saving care at its new polytrauma
rehabilitation center. These new challenges re-
quire that Congress commit to fully funding re-
search and care for these veterans who have
given so much in the line of duty.

Nationwide, more than 144,000 returning
troops from Iraq and Afghanistan have now
sought health care with the VA, and it is esti-
mated that one in four Americans are eligible
for VA benefits and services. More than
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30,000 veterans are waiting in line for their
first appointment with the VA, a problem that
will only worsen with the growing numbers of
returning service men and women. Despite
this reality, the Republican budget for Fiscal
Year 2007 cuts veterans health care by $6 bil-
lion over the next five years.

In 1944, Congress enacted the original Gl
Bill of Rights, to honor the Greatest Genera-
tion—providing our returning troops with edu-
cational benefits, loans to buy a home and
medical assistance. In each major military
conflict since, we have honored the service of
our soldiers through an improved Gl bill.

| join my Democratic colleagues in sup-
porting the New Gl Bill for the 21st Century to
strengthen benefits for our men and women in
uniform today, and provide long overdue ben-
efits for the veterans and military retirees who
have already served. For those returning from
the frontlines, we are continuing our efforts to
fight to adequately invest in veterans’ health
care, including mental health care.

Veterans have earned our respect, whether
they served during WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the
Gulf War or have recently returned from Iraq
or Afghanistan. These veterans who fought on
the battlefield for freedom and liberty should
not have to fight their own government for the
benefits they earned and deserve when they
return home. Nor should they have to fear that
their private information entrusted to the VA is
at risk. It is crucial that we continue to in-
crease our dedication to veterans by providing
them the services promised to them and we
must fulfill our obligations to those who have
worn our nation’s uniform with not just words,
but with deeds.

The 75th anniversary of the Department of
Veterans Affairs is an opportunity to salute our
brave veterans and dedicated men and
women who devote their careers to caring for
them. Just as important, it is an opportunity for
Congress to reaffirm both the responsibility
and a moral obligation to provide the nec-
essary healthcare, education, and disability
benefits to meet the needs of all our veterans.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the Department of Veterans Affairs, for its 75
years of service to America’s veterans.

————

HARRY BELAFONTE: ACTOR, SING-
ER, ACTIVIST, AND HUMANI-
TARIAN

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Harold George Belafonte, the acknowl-
edged “King of Calypso,” and one of the most
successful African American pop stars in his-
tory. His ingenious assimilation of folk and
jazz, with an emphasis on African rhythms and
third world theme allowed him to rise to un-
heard of popularity in the days before the ad-
vent of the civil rights era. His album “Ca-
lypso” was the first recording in the music in-
dustry to sell over one million copies. It set the
standards and laid the groundwork that led to
his winning the Grammy Award for lifetime
achievement in 2000.

The son of Jamaican-born immigrants,
Harry Belafonte was born on March 1, 1927,
in Harlem, New York. Soon afterwards, his
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mother sent him home to Jamaica, where he
spent his formative years and early adoles-
cence. His exposure to life on the island and
all its variety has been a constant inspiration
to him and became the reservoir of his cultural
and artistic expression.

After serving in World War I, he returned to
New York and became involved in the theater
community of New York. His first Broadway
musical, John Murray Anderson’s “Almanac”,
won him the coveted Tony Award. The over-
whelming success of Carmen Jones, the
Oscar Hammerstein adaptation of Bizet's
opera “Carmen”, made him one of the most
sought after African American actors in the
history of Hollywood.

He won the Emmy Award for his perform-
ance in the television musical epic “Tonight
with Belafonte.” He is one of the nine winners
of the 2006 Impact Award recipients by the
AARP magazine. He was the first recipient of
the Marcus Garvey Award for Lifetime
Achievement in 2000, which created the tradi-
tion of honoring humanitarians in the
Jamerican Film and Music Festival in the sub-
sequent years. He was also the first to receive
the Nelson Mandela Courage Award and was
honored with the 1994 National Medal of Arts
from President Clinton, as well as numerous
other awards and honors. | am awed by the
talent of this remarkable man. His success
continues to be a great inspiration for African
American artists.

Harry Belafonte is a pioneer as an actor and
musician and he is equally a committed social
activist. A close friend and confidante of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., he was the driving force
who mobilized the cultural and artistic commu-
nity in support of Dr. King’s work, leading to
their financial support and their personal iden-
tification with the needs of the Civil Rights
movement. Dr. King himself acknowledged
Belafonte’s contribution, “Belafonte’s global
popularity and his commitment to our cause is
a key ingredient to the global struggle for free-
dom and a powerful tactical weapon in the
civil rights movement here in America.”

In 1987, he accepted the appointment as
UNICEF’s Goodwill Ambassador. The second
American to hold this title, he continues to
play a vital role in holding special concerts to
raise funds and gamer support for UNICEF
programs, along with his assignments to
UNICEF missions. In 1985, he assembled 45
top performers to record the song “We Are the
World,” raising millions of dollars for emer-
gency aid in Africa.

In 1987, he created a historic symposium in
Dakar, Senegal for the immunization of African
children, the positive response to which has
lead to a successful campaign for the eradi-
cation of curable diseases among African chil-
dren. In 1988, he performed a concert in
Harare, Zimbabwe, to focus global attention
on child survival and development in South Af-
rican countries, especially those victimized by
the apartheid war. In 1989, the U.S. Com-
mittee for the UNICEF honored him with the
Danny Kaye Award, for his important contribu-
tion in service of the children of the world.

Seeing the effects of HIV/AIDS in South Af-
rica firsthand, he launched the Harry & Julie
Belafonte Fund for HIV/AIDS in Sub-Saharan
Africa using a U.S. $100,000 honorarium from
the Ronald McDonald House Charities’ Award
of Excellence. He received the award in 2000
in recognition of his humanitarian work.

Recently he was presented with the Black
Entertainment Television (BET) Humanitarian
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Award, which he dedicated to Malcolm X and
Nelson Mandela, as well as to the poet sol-
diers of the civil rights activists such as Fannie
Lou Hamer. “I had a mission to overthrow op-
pression,” he said in his speech honoring so-
cial activists all over the world.

Harry Belafonte has been a harsh critic of
U.S. foreign policy, opposing the embargo on
Cuba, the war on Iraq, as well as condemning
the Bush administration for refusing aid from
Venezuela and Cuba in the aftermath of the
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. He has
taken a strong position against the spying on
American citizens sanctioned by the USA PA-
TRIOT Act and conducted by the Bush Admin-
istration outside of the law.

His calling President Bush as the “biggest
terrorist in the world,” has created controversy
and made him unacceptable to some, but he
shows little concern over the reaction to his
words because he sees the need to speak the
truth as he sees it.

He has called upon the American people to
demand their constitutional rights from the
government. Instead of spending billions of
taxpayer dollars abroad in a needless war, he
suggested that we should focus on reforming
our broken social security and Medicare sys-
tem to ensure social benefits for our citizens.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to honor this remarkable
man for all his achievements and for what he
continues to do for civil rights and as a Good-
will Ambassador for UNICEF.

On behalf of all of us, and in recognition of
Harry Belafonte’s extraordinary career, | de-
clare that:

(1) Harry Belafonte is as popular among
White audiences as Black audiences, shat-
tering the traditional divisions between Black
and White music. Whether plaintive or rousing,
the music of Harry Belafonte transforms the
everyday lives, pain, and joy of the common
people into songs that resonated with and in-
spired people of all nationalities, races, and
classes.

(2) His multiracial appeal enhanced the
movement toward racial equality and in-
creased understanding and tolerance across
racial boundaries during the Civil Rights move-
ment.

(3) As a supporter of that Movement, he
performed benefit concerts and provided addi-
tional financial support to causes led by his
friend, Rev. Martin Luther King.

(4) His activism and search for justice ex-
tends beyond the borders of the U.S. as evi-
denced by his strong opposition to the apart-
heid system in South Africa as well as his
contribution as a Goodwill Ambassador for the
UNICEF.

(5) Harry Belafonte, at this point in his ca-
reer, is an immensely respected and dazzling
figure in American culture and is equally es-
teemed and admired as a fighter against injus-
tice at home and abroad.

———

WE MUST RESOLVE THE ETHI-
OPIA-ERITREA BORDER DISPUTE

HON. MARK R. KENNEDY
OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 28, 2006
Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, |

return to the Floor today to call the attention
of the House and the American people to what
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