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Officer at Wells Fargo Bank, where he was an
integral part of Wells Fargo’s participation in
the industry-wide effort in California to inte-
grate women and minorities into parts of the
workforce in which they were dramatically
underrepresented.

Following that job, Bob became the Skills
Bank Director for the Bay Area Urban League,
a role in which he was responsible for creating
job opportunities for and placing minorities in
jobs that had historically been inaccessible to
them. During this time, Bob was also very ac-
tive in civic and political affairs, serving in
leadership positions in a number of local orga-
nizations, and with his wife Penny, he was
very active in local political campaigns. Bob
was appointed to the Recreation and Parks
Commission by then-Berkeley City Council
member Ron Dellums, and around that time
he was also named as President of the Catho-
lic Interracial Council of the Diocese of Oak-
land. He and his wife continued their activism
in the farm workers’ and civil rights struggles,
the anti-Vietham War movement and other
local issues related to the ongoing fight for so-
cial justice.

In 1969, Bob became the Regional Director
of the Office of Federal Contract Compliance
(OFCC), Department of Labor, and soon be-
came the OFCC Assistant Director in Wash-
ington, DC. In this role he helped to develop
the national plan to integrate the construction
trades, as well as the Philadelphia Plan’s
goals and timetables for women and minori-
ties. Bob and his family, which by that time
had grown considerably, moved to Bethesda,
MD.

In 1971, the Secretary of Labor nominated
Bob and the American Political Science Asso-
ciation (APSA) selected him to be an APSA
Congressional Fellow, and he spent the next
year working in the office of his friend, the
newly elected Congressman Ron Dellums of
California’s then 7th District. At the end of his
fellowship he left the Department of Labor and
joined Mr. Dellums’ staff.

This marked the beginning of what would
become more than two decades of distin-
guished service to California’s now-9th Con-
gressional District and to our country. Bob
would serve as Special Counsel to Congress-
man Dellums and for the House District of Co-
lumbia Committee during Mr. Dellums chair-
manship. In 1993, Bob became a Senior Pro-
fessional Staff Member on the House Armed
Services Committee when Mr. Dellums be-
came the HASC Chairman.

Bob was an integral part not only of the per-
sonal office and Committee staffs, but he
played a major role in supporting Mr. Dellums’
many policy initiatives during those years. At
the DC Committee, Bob helped implement
bold initiatives to use the Committee as a ve-
hicle for promulgating solutions to some of the
District's, and the Nation’s, most important
urban problems: mass transportation, pension
reform, health care and infant mortality and
education reform, among others. Among his
most notable activities were his work on the
investigation of the U.S. Intelligence Commu-
nity undertaken by the Pike Select Committee,
the successful authorization of the 50-foot fed-
eral channel dredging project at the Port of
Oakland, and the construction of the Ronald
V. Dellums Federal Building in Oakland. Bob
was also centrally involved in the drafting and
passage of Mr. Dellums’ incredibly important
anti-apartheid bill in the House of Representa-
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tives in the 1980s, a bill which became law
over the veto of then-President Reagan.
Throughout his time in Washington, Bob was
also actively involved in international human
rights issues, traveling as a peace observer
several times to wartorn countries in Central
America in the 1970s and 1980s, at the risk of
his own life. On the HASC staff he played a
significant role in maintaining Mr. Dellums’ ex-
cellent working relationships with both sides of
the aisle and assisting Mr. Dellums to accom-
plish one of the House’s most exemplary
chairmanships.

| met Bob during his early years in Con-
gressman Dellums’ personal office. | was then
an intern for Congressman Dellums. | will
never forget the way he supported and guided
me, and helped me to not only become en-
gaged in politics and policy, but also to be-
come an effective advocate for social justice.
For over 30 years, Bob has been a willing
mentor, an advisor, a teacher and a friend,
and serving the 9th Congressional District and
our country alongside him has been and con-
tinues to be a great honor.

Bob worked for Congressman Dellums until
the end of 1996. In 1997, Bob became Special
Assistant to the President of California State
University, Hayward, where he played a cru-
cial role in the sizeable structural improve-
ments, enrollment increases, and expansion of
that campus into a leading institution in our
state. During that time he has also continued
to serve our community in numerous other
roles, such as a volunteer Board member of
the Chabot Observatory and Science Center,
where he was responsible for raising close to
$60 million to build a new facility in Oakland.

Bob recently retired from the renamed CSU
East Bay, and today | would like to add my
voice to the countless others that are express-
ing their congratulations and their gratitude to
this extraordinary individual for his tireless
work and ceaseless advocacy for social justice
and equality of opportunity in the United
States and around the world. On behalf of
California’s 9th Congressional District, | am
humbled to honor Bob Brauer for his extraor-
dinary service to our community, and to wish
him the very best as he begins the next chap-
ter in his life of conviction, character, and in-
tegrity.

————

RECOGNIZING DELLA HOERL
HUECKER

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Mrs. Della Hoerl Huecker of
Booneville, MO. As a long time citizen of
Bunceton, MO, and then Booneville, Mrs. Byrd
will be celebrating her 90th birthday on August
14, 2006. She has seen many events over the
past 90 years and awoke each day with a
strong sense of family and community that im-
proved the lives of everyone she has touched.
Her life should be celebrated with the same
joy and excitement in which she gives back to
our community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
recognizing Mrs. Della Hoerl Huecker.
Throughout her 90 years, she has always
given back more than was expected of her.
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Her life is an inspiration to many and | am
proud to serve her in the United States Con-
gress.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CHAD
CHRISTOFFERSON

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Chad Christofferson, who has
served my office—and more importantly, the
American people—with distinction for the past
2 years.

Chad started in my office as a legislative
correspondent in 2004. His organizational
skills and ability to effectively respond to con-
stituent concerns earned him a promotion the
following year to the legislative staff of the
U.S. House Subcommittee on the Federal
Workforce and Agency Organization, which |
chair.

In his current role, Chad has worked on
many issues, but particularly of note, he has
become one of our lead staffers on the Sub-
committee’s health initiatives. He has gained
respect among leaders of the healthcare com-
munity by his quick grasp and thorough knowl-
edge of complex health information technology
matters that have gone into crafting the Fed-
eral Family Health Information Technology
Act, a bill | introduced giving Federal employ-
ees electronic access to their own health
records maintained under the Federal Em-
ployee Health Benefits Program. This legisla-
tion has a simple goal—to save lives by re-
ducing medical errors.

Chad's work has been exemplary, and he is
driven by personal devotion to integrity and
public service. In fact, it is his commitment to
improving the lives of others and his work on
our health information technology legislation
that led to his recent decision to pursue a ca-
reer in medicine. And so, Chad is heading
home to Utah, where this fall he will enroll in
the school of pharmacology at Brigham Young
University.

| have spoken of Chad’s dedication and pro-
fessionalism, which by themselves are deserv-
ing of thanks and recognition. He will continue
to be a servant to others by fighting disease
and illness, and, in so doing will reaffirm the
values that make America the land of hope
and opportunity to the world. | wish him God-
speed.

——————

THE RESEARCH AGENDA FOR
NIEHS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | sent the at-
tached letter along with my colleagues to the
Director of the National Institutes of Environ-
mental Health Sciences regarding environ-
mental health research on July 11, 2006.
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, July 11, 2006.
Dr. DAVID A. SCHWARTZ,
Director, National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences,
Research Triangle Park, NC.

DEAR DR. SCHWARTZ: We are writing to en-
courage you to ensure the continued focus of
the National Institute for Environmental
Health Sciences (NIEHS) on preventable
health risks associated with environmental
sources and exposures, as you develop a pro-
gram of greater relevance to human disease.
An emphasis on discovering the role of envi-
ronmental exposures in human health, dis-
ease, and disabilities will increase the impor-
tance of your proposed ‘‘roadmap’ for
NIEHS. We look forward to the future sup-
port and growth of the following established
initiatives:

RESEARCH ON COMMUNITY HEALTH AND
ENVIRONMENT

Environmental exposures, and often dis-
eases, occur with disproportionate impact on
the health and well-being of local commu-
nities, particularly those already impacted
by other risk factors for health disparities.
Thus, continuing the focus of NIEHS support
for community-based research will serve the
health needs of the American public. It will
also contribute to increased knowledge of ac-
quired factors in complex situations involv-
ing other preventable risks that too often
track with economic and political inequal-
ities. The men, women, and children of un-
fairly impacted communities often must
work, live, play, and attend school in envi-
ronments that are contaminated at levels
that exceed national averages, and some-
times even exceed legal limits, but often
lack the resources to initiate scientific in-
vestigations. NIEHS research and outreach
provides critical data that supports strate-
gies to prevent or treat disease and disabil-
ities among these communities, as well as
regulatory action to identify contamination
sources for targeted clean up.

RESEARCH ON CHILDREN’S HEALTH AND
ENVIRONMENT

Chronic diseases that show up later in life
are frequently the result of preventable envi-
ronmental exposures to pesticides, air pollu-
tion, and many other exposures that occur
early in life. For this reason, continued sup-
port for research programs focused on chil-
dren’s health and environmental contami-
nants is a priority for our constituents and
for the future of America’s health. Examples
of this kind of research currently supported
by NIEHS include: pesticide impacts on can-
cer and brain development among children of
agriculture communities; air pollution im-
pacts on asthma and allergies among inner
city children; and, industrial pollution im-
pacts on learning and behavior among school
children.

TIMELY AND COMPLETE REPORT ON
CARCINOGENS

In order to efficiently manage environ-
mental health risks like chemicals, we must
have accurate information on their toxicity.
The Report on Carcinogens (RoC) is a bian-
nual, congressionally mandated report that
scientifically evaluates the scientific evi-
dence to compile a list of all substances
known or suspected to cause human cancers
and to which Americans are exposed. The
RoC is a reference standard for the private
sector, for certain legislation, and is even
used overseas as an authoritative text on
carcinogens. The timely release of this crit-
ical Report is a priority for state and federal
regulators, for international regulatory bod-
ies, for communities, and for Members of
Congress.

Sustaining these strategic initiatives in
connection with your new initiatives will
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contribute to the success of new research di-
rections at NIEHS, and ensure that research
findings on environmental factors are fully
translated into protecting public health. We
look forward to working with you to prop-
erly fund and support these programs.
Sincerely,

Dennis. J. Kucinich.

Louis Capps.

Rush Holt.

Bart Gordon.

Barbara Lee.

James E. Clyburn.

RECOGNIZING JONATHAN LOWERY

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Jonathan Lowery of Pattonsburg,
Missouri. Over the past few months, Jonathan
has served as my office intern. In aiding the
day to day operations of the office, he has
worked with enthusiasm and dedication. His
efforts to represent my office have been com-
mended by both my staff and our constituents.

As a student at Northwest Missouri State
University, Jonathan has been pursuing a de-
gree in Political Science with a minor in Public
Administration and came to Washington, DC,
this summer through the Stennis Congres-
sional Intern Program. His ambition and inter-
est in politics and government have been evi-
dent from the day he started his internship. He
has a true commitment to the workings of gov-
ernment and his enthusiasm in helping the
people of the 6th District is something to be
admired.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
recognizing Jonathan Lowery. He has been
great to have in the office and his efforts are
much appreciated. | wish him the best and
that his future ambitions in the law and public
service will be fulfiled. He will certainly be
missed and | would like to ask the House of
Representatives to join me in thanking him for
all of his hard work and dedication. | am hon-
ored to represent him in the United States
Congress.

———

H.J. RES. 88, THE ‘“‘MARRIAGE
PROTECTION AMENDMENT”’

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, on
July 18, 2006, | voted against passage of H.J.
Res. 88, a constitutional amendment to bar
same-sex marriages.

The text of H.J. Res. 88, the Marriage Pro-
tection Amendment, reads as follows: “Mar-
riage in the United States shall consist solely
of the union of a man and a woman. Neither
this Constitution or the constitution of any
state, shall be construed to require that mar-
riage or the legal incidents thereof be con-
ferred upon any union other than the union of
a man and a woman.”

Marriage and family law have traditionally
been regulated by state, rather than federal,
laws. Current federal law, as well as some

E1575

state laws, already prohibits federal recogni-
tion of same-sex marriage. Further, in 1996,
President Clinton signed the Defense of Mar-
riage Act, DOMA, which prohibits federal rec-
ognition of same-sex marriages and allows in-
dividual states to refuse to recognize such
marriages performed in other states.

Some believe the Marriage Protection
Amendment is necessary to strengthen the in-
stitution of marriage. While the amendment’s
supporters claim that it simply would remove
the issue of same sex marriage from the
courts, the text of the amendment also would
remove decision making authority from Con-
gress and state legislatures, where marriage
and family law have traditionally been regu-
lated.

My personal belief is that marriage is a
union between a man and a woman, but that
the regulation of marriage should be left to the
states.

In 2004, Vice President DICK CHENEY spoke
on the subject of a constitutional marriage
amendment during a campaign appearance in
Davenport, lowa, when he said: The question
that comes up with the issue of marriage is
what kind of official sanction or approval is
going to be granted by government? Histori-
cally, that's been a relationship that has been
handled by the states. The states have made
that fundamental decision of what constitutes
a marriage. He also went on to say that with
respect to the question of relationships, my
general view is freedom means freedom for
everyone.

| agree with Vice President CHENEY’s re-
marks, and voted against the Marriage Protec-
tion Amendment on the House floor. This
amendment would break sharply from our na-
tion’s commitment to, and constitutional tradi-
tion of, protecting individual rights. The truth
is—and the proponents of this Amendment
know it—there was not any chance for this to
become a Constitutional Amendment. Just last
month the Senate refused to pass it! The
House Amendment was simply another effort
by certain people to advance their political
agenda. | support equal rights for all Ameri-
cans. | am committed to a nation in which all
Americans can share equally in the protec-
tions of the law.

——————

IN HONOR OF MARTHA LOIS
McGINNIS CAMERON NORTON

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the achievements and promise of Mar-
tha Lois McGinnis Cameron Norton, or just
simply Martha. | have known Martha much of
my life as the “go to woman” in local elec-
tions. She is one of those Americans who em-
bodies the meaning of the word citizenship;
who works always to strengthen the quality of
our democracy. Martha was born in Wash-
ington, lowa, in 1922. She grew up on a farm
and spent her childhood raising corn, tending
hogs, and seeing to all the other chores of an
lowa farm girl. But being from Washington,
she had politics in her blood. As a child she
saw both President Hoover and Governor
Roosevelt speak during the 1932 presidential
campaign. Four years later she worked her
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