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transmission of the HIV/AIDS virus. A suc-
cessful vaccine will literally save millions of
lives in the poorest countries of the world, re-
store people to their livelihoods, and prevent
children around the globe from becoming
AIDS orphans.

The resolution before the House brings at-
tention to the intensive work over the past
decade to develop a successful HIV/AIDS vac-
cine. The International AIDS Vaccine Initiative
has built bridges between the developed and
developing world that did not exist before. It
also has conducted vitally important vaccine
trials in the developing world that hopefully will
lead to a successful vaccine in the near future.

| commend the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation for recently awarding $23.7 million
towards financing this network of committed
researchers working around the clock to find a
cure.

Mr. Speaker, there will be a successful HIV/
AIDS vaccine one day, and it is our collective
hope that this will occur before millions more
of the world’s citizens lose their lives. This res-
olution congratulates the International AIDS
Vaccine Initiative for 10 years of significant
achievement in the search for an HIV/AIDS
vaccine towards this goal.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
ports its passage.

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support for H.R. 844.

AIDS is the greatest worldwide health crisis
of our time. Presently, there are more than 40
million people that are either infected with the
HIV virus or are living with AIDS. At least
14,000 people are infected each day. Putting
an end to AIDS is one of the most pressing
humanitarian challenges we must face. For
this reason, the development of a preventive
vaccine has been a stepping-stone toward
achieving this end.

The International AIDS Vaccine Initiative
has been working for the past ten years to
create a safe and effective HIV/AIDS vaccine.
They have worked hard with the public and
private sector to garner financial and political
support in order to make the vaccine acces-
sible to all those in need, especially in the de-
veloping world, where ninety-five percent of
those infected with the virus live.

Today, | am honored to congratulate the
International AIDS Vaccine Initiative for its ad-
vances in scientific progress, which have been
instrumental in bringing about a worldwide ef-
fort and support for this important cause. It is
their research and devotion to finding an HIV/
AIDS vaccine that brings hope of ending an
epidemic that has already killed more than 25
million people worldwide. However, there is
more to be done. We must take this oppor-
tunity to commit ourselves to fighting for the
dignity and lives of our brothers and sisters
around the world by promoting innovative re-
search in finding a cure.

AIDS is presently a formidable adversary—
one that cannot be ignored, one that does not
only exist in faraway places, but one that is
here, in our neighborhoods and homes, infect-
ing 40,000 of our people each year. The ef-
forts of the International AIDS Vaccine Initia-
tive have brought us closer to the day when
we will live in a world that is free from AIDS.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
H. Res. 844 to congratulate the International
AIDS Vaccine Initiative.

As an original co-sponsor of this resolution
and a strong supporter of IAVI, | want to thank
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my colleagues, Representative ELIOT ENGEL
and Representative PETER KING, for working in
a bipartisan manner to introduce and shep-
herd it to the floor.

IAVI was funded 10 years ago as a public-
private partnership to help develop a safe and
effective vaccine to prevent HIV/AIDS.

Today IAVI operates in over 23 countries
with a variety of partners and is in the testing
phases for several vaccine candidates.

In addition to working on the hard science,
IAVI has also worked to lay the groundwork to
ensure that a future vaccine is affordable and
accessible to all who need it, especially in the
developing world.

This year Representative PALLONE and |
spearheaded a $35 million appropriations re-
quest for IAVI in the FYO7 Foreign Ops bill,
along with the support of many members of
this committee. While the House has approved
a $29 million funding level for IAVI this year,
the same as FYO06, | am hopeful that in con-
ference my colleagues will support the Senate
funding level of $31 million.

While the search for an AIDS vaccine has
so far eluded us, the partnership represented
by IAVI is in many ways our best hope at find-
ing a cure. | urge my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to congratulate the International AIDS
Vaccine Initiative (IAVI) on their 10 years of
hard work in searching for an HIV/AIDS vac-
cine. HIV/AIDS has taken the lives of over
250,000 people worldwide and poses a seri-
ous threat to the economic and political sta-
bility of the countries hit hardest by this terrible
epidemic. The IAVI was founded 10 years ago
as a public-private partnership with a mission
to ensure the development of safe, effective,
accessible, preventive HIV/AIDS vaccines for
use throughout the world. The IAVI had a par-
ticular focus on developing countries, since
their need is most urgent regarding care.

Unfortunately, 10 years ago insufficient at-
tention and resources were devoted to the
need for, and advantages of, a vaccine to
bring an end to this disease. Currently, we are
armed with increasingly powerful knowledge
and treatments, and yet we face an ever
steeper climb toward victory. HIV/AIDS is no
longer a scary, unknown entity. A diagnosis is
no longer the sealing of fate, even if it means
the beginning of a battle. We know enough to
educate, even if we do not yet know enough
to cure.

The groundbreaking research and policy
programs of the IAVI have galvanized sci-
entific efforts and substantially increased fi-
nancial and political support for this vital effort.
Today, the majority of newly designed HIV/
AIDS vaccine candidates are focused on pre-
venting HIV/AIDS in the developing world, in
large part due to the efforts of the International
AIDS Vaccine Initiative. The IAVI has also re-
ceived accolades from the G8 as being an im-
portant actor in the quest for a vaccine, after
they became a founding member of the Global
HIV/AIDS Vaccine Enterprise.

Today over 42 million individuals are in-
fected with HIV/AIDS globally and 1 million
here in the United States. Fifty percent of
these cases in the United States are in young
adults between the ages of 15 and 24. Every
year, 40,000 new cases are diagnosed.
Thankfully, the IAVI has continued to work ef-
fortlessly to unite scientists, academics, non-
profit organizations, and governments from the
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north and south, including communities of
faith, communities of color, and many others,
in an effort to develop a vaccine to stop global
HIV infection rates of 14,000 a day.

We all admire the commitment of the IAVI in
discovering a vaccine and | want to again ex-
press my support for the continued success of
the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
also have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
POE). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 844, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENTS OF
UMMA COMMUNITY CLINIC ON
ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I come
before the House tonight to celebrate
the achievements of the UMMA Com-
munity Clinic upon the occasion of its
10th anniversary. The UMMA Commu-
nity Clinic is a community health fa-
cility that serves uninsured and impov-
erished families in my congressional
district.

The UMMA Clinic was established by
Muslim medical students at UCLA who
wanted to put their faith and their pa-
triotism into action by serving their
community and their country. UMMA
is an acronym for the University Mus-
lim Medical Association. In Arabic, the
world ‘“‘umma’ means ‘‘community,”’
an appropriate name for this extraor-
dinary institution.

The students who founded UMMA
were inspired by their Islamic faith, a
faith which told them to help their
neighbor, a faith which told them that
if they saw something wrong, they
must fix it. And today the UMMA Clin-
ic is fixing people’s lives with its heal-
ing hands, every day, quietly and tire-
lessly.
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When the UMMA Clinic opened 10
years ago, it was the first charitable
medical facility in the United States
founded by Muslim Americans. At a
time when Muslim Americans face un-
fair discrimination and scrutiny, the
UMMA Clinic allows Muslims to put
their faith into action through service,
selflessness and compassion. The
UMMA Clinic provides Muslim Ameri-
cans with an institution in which they
can take pride, one that enriches the
community with services that save
lives.

The UMMA Clinic serves as a pri-
mary health care source for over 15,000
children and adults in South Los Ange-
les, many of whom otherwise would
have no access to primary health care
services. It has a patient clientele from
every conceivable faith, culture and
background. Over 95 percent of the
beneficiaries of UMMA’s services are
not Muslim.

UMMA takes a comprehensive ap-
proach to health care. At the UMMA
Clinic, patients can see a regular fam-
ily doctor who knows them and who
cares about them. They can return
again and again to the same family
doctor who helps them stay one step
ahead of illness by encouraging them
to eat properly and live a healthy life-
style and making certain they get all
of their physicals, vaccinations, lab
tests, mammograms and other health
screenings.

The UMMA Clinic has received fund-
ing and support from several other or-
ganizations, including Kaiser
Permanente, the California Endow-
ment, and Islamic Relief.

UMMA has also become a committed
advocate for the fundamental rights of
all citizens to have access to quality
health care services, regardless of their
race, religion or socioeconomic status.

The UMMA Clinic is one of the many
ways that Muslim Americans serve
their country. Muslim Americans have
made contributions in many different
fields. They are our clerks and labor-
ers, our doctors and lawyers, our teach-
ers and researchers. They work in our
government, and they serve honorably
in our military.

UMMA represents the best of the
Muslim American community. UMMA
embodies high ethics and moral stand-
ards, and it was founded as a result of
the obligation Muslim Americans feel
to ensure the well-being of everyone in
society. If you want to see what Mus-
lim Americans truly represent, go to
the UMMA Community Clinic in my
district and you will see it there.

Charitable organizations like the
UMMA Clinic cannot solve the Nation’s
health crisis alone, but their efforts are
making an invaluable contribution by
healing countless people who have been
relegated to society’s margins.
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I am proud to congratulate the
UMMA Community Clinic upon its 10th
anniversary for the critical health
services it provides to the medically
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underserved in Los Angeles. I salute
the UMMA Community Clinic and all
of the people who run it, and I salute
the Muslim American community for
making it possible.

I am honored to be joined in Washington
today by several founders of the UMMA Com-
munity Clinic and other individuals who are af-
filiated with the UMMA Clinic. These individ-
uals met with me today to discuss the work
that they are doing at UMMA.

1. Yasser Aman, 2. Mansur Khan, 3. Altaf
Kazi, 4. Rushdi Abdulcader, 5. Nishi
Abdulcader, 6. Aisha Siddig, 7. Safia Siddig.
8. Raziya Shaikh, 9. Charles Sadler, 10. Hoori
Sadler, 11. Ahmed Elbendary, 12. Jill
Elbendary, 13. Angela Coron, 14. Mahdy Bray,
and 15. Diana Bonta.

| welcome these people to our nation’s Cap-
itol and | congratulate them for the founding of
the UMMA Community Clinic and for their con-
tinuing commitment to provide quality health
care to uninsured and impoverished families in
my congressional district.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO

CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS
Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of

Florida, from the Committee on Rules,
submitted a privileged report (Rept.
No. 109-602) on the resolution (H. Res.
951) waiving a requirement of clause
6(a) of rule XIII with respect to consid-
eration of certain resolutions reported
from the Committee on Rules, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4157, HEALTH INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY PROMOTION ACT
OF 2006

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida, from the Committee on Rules,
submitted a privileged report (Rept.
No. 109-603) on the resolution (H. Res.
952) providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 4157) to amend the Social Se-
curity Act to encourage the dissemina-
tion, security, confidentiality, and use-
fulness of health information tech-
nology, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

THE FARM ANIMAL STEWARDSHIP
ACT: HUMANE TREATMENT OF
FARM ANIMALS

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent to address the House for
5 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Con-
necticut is recognized for 5 minutes.
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There was no objection.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, on June 29,
2006, the Friends of Animals Caucus
held a groundbreaking event on farm
animal welfare.

Members of the caucus were joined
by a distinguished and diverse panel of
speakers: representatives of three
major animal protection organizations,
a noted legal scholar, a family farmer,
and representatives of the religious and
environmental communities.

The way a society treats its animals
speaks to the core values and priorities
of its citizens.

PETER DEFAZIO and I recently intro-
duced legislation, H.R. 5557, the Farm
Animal Stewardship Act, which we
hope will lead to more humane treat-
ment of farm animals raised for con-
sumption. Additionally, I am devel-
oping bills to address the issues of la-
beling and animal cruelty that exists
in America.

Some species have become our com-
panions, some play important roles in
sensitive ecosystems, and some are
raised for food. It is our duty to protect
and care for all of these animals.

Matthew Scully, former special as-
sistant and deputy director of speech-
writing to President George W. Bush,
was unable to attend, but he submitted
his article ‘““‘Fear Factories: The Case
for Compassionate Conservatism—for
Animals,” which was published in the
May 23, 2005, issue of the American
Conservative. He asked that it be in-
cluded as a summary of his views on
this subject.

Before ending my comments, let me
highlight some of the views expressed
by Matthew Scully because it expresses
what I believe.

Mr. Scully states: the per-
sistent animal welfare questions of our
day center on institutional cruelties on
the vast and systematic mistreatment
of animals that most of us never see.”

‘“ . . .all of factory farming proceeds
by a massive denial of reality, the re-
ality that pigs and other animals are
not just production units to be end-
lessly exploited but living creatures
with natures and needs.”

He continues: ‘‘Conservatives are
supposed to revere tradition. Factory
farming has no tradition, no rules, no
codes of honor, no little decencies to
spare for a fellow creature.

“The whole thing is an abandonment
of rural values and a betrayal of honor-
able animal husbandry.”

He further continues by saying:

. we cannot just take from these
creatures; we must give them some-
thing in return. We owe them a mer-
ciful death and we owe them a merciful
life. And when human beings cannot do
something humanely, without degrad-
ing both creatures and ourselves, then
we should not do it at all.”

The importance of this issue is evi-
dent, as over 100 people attended the
hearing to examine the issue of the hu-
mane treatment of farm animals.

The Friends of Animals Caucus will
continue to work on a bipartisan basis
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