
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5387 July 19, 2006 
fired into Israel landing on homes and 
in schools. An additional 150,000 Israeli 
citizens and numerous strategic facili-
ties are now within range of these mis-
siles and their ability to reach Israel. 

Israel’s actions are aimed at securing 
the release of its soldiers and degrading 
the abilities of Hamas and Hezbollah to 
threaten its citizens with ongoing bar-
rages of rockets. 

Madam Speaker, that is why I ask 
the United States to stand at Israel’s 
side as it defends itself. 

f 

b 1030 

EMBRYONIC STEM CELL RE-
SEARCH DESERVES FEDERAL 
FUNDING 

(Mr. CLAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
urge my colleagues to reject the cyn-
ical attempt to politicize a critical 
health care issue that offers hope to 
millions of Americans, embryonic stem 
cell research. Last year a bipartisan 
coalition in this House voted for hope, 
and we should not abandon that today. 

In my State almost 1 million people 
suffer from chronic diseases like diabe-
tes, cancer, Parkinson’s disease, Alz-
heimer’s, and spinal cord injuries, and 
I will not turn my back on them. 

Expanding Federal support for stem 
cell research is also vital to helping 
America maintain our leadership in 
medicine and the life sciences. And for 
minorities and lower-income Ameri-
cans who suffer from higher rates of 
chronic diseases, embryonic stem cell 
research could unlock the secrets to 
closing the health care disparities gap. 

The American people support this re-
search because they know that some-
one they love will be helped. We should 
not sacrifice that hope on the altar of 
partisan politics. 

f 

THE ECONOMY 

(Mr. HENSARLING asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, 
thanks to the tax relief passed by Re-
publicans in Congress, our economy 
continues to roll, creating 5.4 million 
jobs in just 2 years. And because our 
taxes have been lowered, Americans 
are working, saving, and investing even 
more. 

That means Republican progrowth 
tax policies have actually resulted in 
higher tax revenues, which in turn 
means that the budget deficit has now 
dropped from $423 billion to $296 bil-
lion. 

Madam Speaker, despite the opposi-
tion of the Democrats, the deficit is 
down, after-tax incomes are up, home-
ownership is at an all-time high, and 
more Americans are working today 
than ever before. In my district a 

worker in Mesquite is entering the 
workforce, a family in Jacksonville 
can better afford to send their daugh-
ter to college, a newlywed couple in 
Dallas can now put a down payment on 
a home, and a small business owner in 
Garland can hire three new workers. 

The numbers and stories reveal that 
tax relief is working and making the 
lives of Americans better. That is why 
we will continue to fight the Democrat 
agenda of excessive taxation, mind- 
numbing and senseless litigation that 
will only close down small businesses 
and hurt our jobs. 

f 

GOP MISGUIDED PRIORITIES ARE 
NOT HELPING MIDDLE-CLASS 
FAMILIES 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, House Republicans are ignoring the 
priorities of America’s families. Once 
again they refuse to bring up one single 
bill that will help working families 
who are struggling to make ends meet. 

This morning I would like to offer 
my Republican colleagues a challenge: 
Name for me one bill that you have 
passed into law this year that has sig-
nificantly helped middle-class Ameri-
cans. 

The American people want a govern-
ment that works for them, and right 
now under this House Republican ma-
jority, they are not getting it. Middle- 
class Americans are struggling. For 5 
years their wages have remained stag-
nant, while everything else, housing 
and health care, energy costs, food, and 
college costs, has increased dramati-
cally. If you factor in inflation, hourly 
wages are only .7 percent higher today 
than they were in 2001. Weekly wages 
are about the same. 

It is no wonder that a large majority 
of Americans are concerned about their 
futures. But House Republicans refuse 
to listen. 

Madam Speaker, America works best 
when we work together for the com-
mon good. It is time for a change in 
Washington. 

f 

UNIVERSITY OF WEST GEORGIA 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the Univer-
sity of West Georgia on its centennial 
anniversary. For the past 100 years, 
West Georgia has been educating some 
of our State’s brightest minds, and I 
know the school will continue pro-
viding educational excellence for many 
years to come. 

West Georgia’s roots are humble. In 
1906, it was founded as the Fourth Dis-
trict A&M School, a charter member of 
the university system of Georgia. In 
January 1908, the school opened its 
doors to students, enrolling 52 boarding 

pupils and 58 day pupils. Those first 
students would hardly recognize West 
Georgia today, home to more than 
10,000 pupils and over 100 programs of 
study. 

Yet despite the changes of the past 
100 years, one thing has remained the 
same, and that is the dedication of the 
staff, faculty, students, and commu-
nity. I want to congratulate university 
president Dr. Beheruz Sethna, the city 
of Carrollton, County of Carroll, and 
the entire West Georgia community on 
reaching this historic milestone. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join 
me in congratulating the University of 
West Georgia, and here is to another 
100 years of educating Georgia’s stu-
dents. 

f 

WHILE REPUBLICANS DIVIDE AND 
DISTRACT, DEMOCRATS ARE 
UNITED ON NEW DIRECTION FOR 
AMERICA 
(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I whipped up my 
snake oil this morning. Snake oil, that 
is what every 2 years the Republicans 
whip out. Snake oil this week in Con-
gress. That is, passing legislation that 
they know will never come into law. 

But Democrats are united in taking 
America in a new direction. 

This week marks the second anniver-
sary of the release of the 9/11 Commis-
sion recommendations. House Repub-
licans have refused to institute their 
recommendations, receiving Ds and Fs 
from the 9/11 Commission on protecting 
the homeland. 

House Democrats want to make the 
recommendations into law as soon as 
possible. We want to secure the 25 mil-
lion passengers who ride Amtrak each 
year, our neighborhoods, our ports, and 
our borders. Democrats want to ensure 
all Americans have access to good-pay-
ing jobs by raising the minimum wage 
and ending outsourcing. We want to 
make college more affordable. 

This time the American people will 
not be fooled. No more snake oil. 

We want to make college more affordable 
for middle class families by making some col-
lege tuition costs tax deductible, expanding 
Pell Grants and cutting interest costs on stu-
dent loans in half. 

For too long, House Republicans have ig-
nored the needs of hardworking middle class 
families. Their attempts to distract and divide 
won’t work. The American people are ready 
for a change. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 810, STEM 
CELL RESEARCH ENHANCEMENT 
ACT OF 2005 
(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, today 
is certainly a momentous day. Presi-
dent Bush is about to veto the first bill 
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of his 6-year Presidency, and we will 
have the opportunity to override this 
veto and reaffirm the House of Rep-
resentatives’ support for lifesaving 
medical research. 

I take this moment to remind my 
colleagues of what H.R. 810 and stem 
cell research can do. Embryonic stem 
cells have the unique ability to become 
any other kind of bodily cell. These 
cells have the potential to help re-
searchers find cures, that is right, 
cures, for diabetes, Alzheimer’s, ALS, 
cancer, heart disease, Parkinson’s, the 
list goes on. 

Under H.R. 810 these cells would be 
extracted from embryos that are al-
ready created for in vitro fertilization 
and are no longer needed. Use of these 
surplus embryos would only be done 
with the consent of the donor. 

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor 
of the override and put us on the path 
to saving lives. 

f 

IT IS TIME TO RAISE THE 
MINIMUM WAGE 

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, it is past time to raise the 
minimum wage. It was last raised in 
1997. Currently, a person working full 
time at $5.15 an hour will make $10,712 
per year. The poverty line is $13,461 for 
a family of two. 

We must raise the minimum wage. 
No one should work full time and stand 
in a welfare line. No one should work 
full time and live below the poverty 
line. People do not want welfare. Peo-
ple want self-care. 

It is time to raise the minimum 
wage. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SETON HALL UNI-
VERSITY’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY 
(Mr. ROTHMAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Seton Hall 
University on its 150th anniversary and 
recognize the extraordinary contribu-
tions the university has made to my 
home State of New Jersey. 

As Seton Hall marks a century and a 
half of achievements, I join my fellow 
New Jerseyans in commending this es-
teemed university and its faculty, led 
by Monsignor Robert Sheeran. 

Seton Hall, located in South Orange, 
is New Jersey’s largest Catholic uni-
versity, and it was founded in 1856. 
Today, after 150 years, Seton Hall has 
become both a pillar of academic life in 
New Jersey and an invaluable member 
of the South Orange community. 

I proudly join the residents of the 
Ninth District of New Jersey in con-
gratulating the students, faculty, and 
administration of Seton Hall Univer-
sity and wishing them a happy 150th 
anniversary. 

PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES 
BRINGING IN RECORD PROFITS 
FROM MEDICARE PART D PLAN 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, the 
American taxpayer is being ripped off 
by the Republican prescription drug 
law. Any Republican who wants to dis-
pute this fact should take a look at 
yesterday’s New York Times. Under 
the headline ‘‘A Windfall from Shifts to 
Medicare,’’ we have yet another exam-
ple of how the pharmaceutical compa-
nies are reaping record profits while 
the American taxpayer is left holding 
the bill. 

Before the Republican law went into 
effect this year, more than 6.5 million 
low-income Americans received help 
with their prescription drug bills 
through Medicaid. Under the Medicaid 
system, States could purchase the 
drugs at the lowest available prices. 
While this was good news for the tax-
payer, it certainly cut into the profits 
of the pharmaceutical companies. 

So now those 6.5 million Americans 
have been moved into the Republican 
plan, and they are no longer receiving 
the lowest prices. And the higher costs, 
adding up to as much as $2 billion this 
year alone, will be passed on to the 
American taxpayer. 

And House Republicans still claim to 
be fiscal conservatives? House Repub-
licans sold out to the pharmaceutical 
companies, and now the American tax-
payers are paying the price. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2389, PLEDGE PROTEC-
TION ACT OF 2005 

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 920 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows 

H. RES. 920 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2389) to amend 
title 28, United States Code, with respect to 
the jurisdiction of Federal courts over cer-
tain cases and controversies involving the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The first reading of the 
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. General debate shall be confined to 
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the Majority 
Leader and Minority Leader or their des-
ignees. After general debate the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the five- 
minute rule. The bill shall be considered as 
read. Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule 
XVIII, no amendment to the bill shall be in 
order except those printed in the report of 
the Committee on Rules accompanying this 
resolution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated 
in the report, shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for the time specified in 

the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question 
in the House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. All points of order against such 
amendments are waived. At the conclusion 
of consideration of the bill for amendment 
the Committee shall rise and report the bill 
to the House with such amendments as may 
have been adopted. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill and 
amendments thereto to final passage with-
out intervening motion except one motion to 
recommit with or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is 
recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

Madam Speaker, House Resolution 
920 is a structured rule, and it provides 
1 hour of general debate that is equally 
divided and controlled by the majority 
leader and minority leader or their des-
ignees. This resolution waives all 
points of order against consideration of 
the bill, and it makes in order only 
those amendments that are printed in 
the Rules Committee report accom-
panying the resolution. It provides 
that the amendments printed in the re-
port may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered 
only by a Member designated in the re-
port, shall be considered as read, shall 
be debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent, shall not be subject to amend-
ment, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question in the 
House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. Further, it waives all points of 
order against the amendments printed 
in the report, and it provides one mo-
tion to recommit with or without in-
structions. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 920 and, of 
course, the underlying bill, H.R. 2389, 
the Pledge Protection Act of 2005. 

b 1045 
Madam Speaker, I would first like to 

take this opportunity to thank my 
friend and colleague from Missouri, 
Representative TODD AKIN, the author 
and lead sponsor of the underlying bill. 
As an original cosponsor of H.R. 2389, I 
am glad to see that we will have the 
opportunity to set the record straight 
and defend our traditions against a few 
activist judges who would supplant the 
will of the people with their own per-
sonal agenda. 

Yesterday, this House had the oppor-
tunity to debate and vote on an amend-
ment to the Constitution defining mar-
riage as the union between one man 
and one woman. Unfortunately, the 
necessary two-thirds vote in support of 
the amendment simply was not there. 
While some may characterize yester-
day’s debate as an act of futility, I 
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