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of the next 300 years, a variety of pro-
grams designed to assist veterans were
instituted by different administrative
bodies. In 1930, all veterans programs
were consolidated and placed under the
jurisdiction of the Veterans’ Adminis-
tration. Finally, in 1988, President
Reagan signed legislation creating the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

The mission of the Department of
Veterans Affairs is ‘“‘to care for him
who shall have borne the battle and for
his widow and his orphan,”—a quote
from Abraham Lincoln’s second inau-
gural address. The Department has five
core values: commitment, excellence,
people, communication, and steward-
ship. By upholding these core values,
the Department of Veterans Affairs
seeks to fulfill its obligation to those
who have served in defense of our Na-
tion.

The men and women who work at the
Department of Veterans Affairs con-
stitute a group who are highly trained
and deeply devoted to the goals of the
organization. This is true across the
board but in South Dakota particu-
larly. The Black Hills Health Care Sys-
tem was designated a top performer in
the Department’s fiscal year 2005 Sur-
vey of Healthcare Experiences of Pa-
tients. Furthermore, the Sioux Falls
VA Medical Center has a strong track
record of top notch service. For exam-
ple, Luella Onken, a local volunteer at
the hospital, was the recipient of the
2006 First Premier Bank/Premier
Bankcard Spirit of Volunteerism
Award. She volunteers 5 days a week at
the medical center and has devoted
35,000 hours toward helping our vet-
erans.

For 75 years, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs has done an exemplary
job of providing quality health care,
administering benefits, and overseeing
military cemeteries for the men and
women who have served our country. I
am proud to recognize and commend
the Department of Veterans Affairs.
The dedicated service of the men and
women who work at the VA is a testa-
ment to the Department’s commitment
to our veterans.e

————

CONGRATULATORY NOTE ON
KAZAKH AMBASSADOR’S BIRTH-
DAY

e Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President,
today, July 18th, 2006, Ambassador
Kanat Saudabayev from Kazakhstan is
congratulated on his 60th birthday and
recognized for all of his work around
the world as a diplomat, government
official, and culture and arts leader.

In his work with Washington since
December 2000, Ambassador
Saudabayev has helped to build a
strong relationship with the United
States on many levels. In 2001,
Kazakhstan’s positive support after
terrorist attacks on September 11
helped extend the U.S. partnership on
important issues such as energy policy,
arms proliferation, the environment,
and terrorism. In the past year, he and
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his country have helped to build posi-
tive economic and educational affili-
ations with Louisiana and also have
graciously donated $50,000 to two local
schools for rebuilding after Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita.

Serving in many important leader-
ship positions before now, Ambassador
Saudabayev was born in the Almaty re-
gion in 1946 and is now married to
Kullikhan and is privileged to have two
sons, a daughter, and three grand-
children. He has served as the head of
the Prime Minister’s Office in 1999 and
2000. In the 1990s he was appointed to
serve as Ambassador to the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland. He worked as the Minister
of Foreign Affairs in 1994 for his state
and signed for Kazakhstan in NATO’s
Partnership for Peace Agreement. In
1991, he served as Ambassador to Tur-
key, the last under Soviet order, and
worked to create a new strong future
for Kazakhstan in its international re-
lationships.

Before his diplomatic ventures, Am-
bassador Saudabayev had a passion for
and held many positions in
Kazakhstan’s focus on culture. Start-
ing as a theatrical producer, Ambas-
sador Saudabayev acted as chairman of
the State Committee of Culture, chair-
man of the State Film Committee, and
Deputy Culture Minister.

Besides his devoted nature in work-
ing with the United States and his
homeland, the Ambassador’s most im-
pressive past will lead the TUnited
States to not only recognize him for
his past contribution to the world but
most likely also for his efforts to come.

We wish him Happy Birthday on this
celebratory year and occasion along
with many years of health and good
fortune in his future.e

——
TRIBUTE TO SHARON DALY

e Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
this month, Sharon Daly will retire
from Catholic Charities USA. She has
been a compassionate, committed ad-
vocate for the most vulnerable children
and needy families for more than a dec-
ade. She has skillfully represented a
nationwide faith-based network that
serves people in every State, including
West Virginia. For many years, Sharon
and her grassroots network of service
providers have provided information
and valuable insights on the needs of
children and families. I have gained
facts and support on a wide range of
issues, from adoption and foster care to
childcare and welfare reform, thanks to
Sharon Daly and Catholic Charities.
She has been a clear, compelling voice
for the needs of children and the poor.
Her leadership has been inspiring, and
her voice will be missed.e

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
BLOCKING PROPERTY OF CER-
TAIN PERSONS AND PROHIB-
ITING THE IMPORTATION OF
CERTAIN GOODS FROM LIBERIA
THAT WAS ESTABLISHED IN EX-
ECUTIVE ORDER 13348 ON JULY
22, 2004—PM-54

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the national emergency
and related measures blocking the
property of certain persons and prohib-
iting the importation of certain goods
from Liberia are to continue in effect
beyond July 22, 2006. The most recent
notice continuing this emergency was
published in the Federal Register on
July 21, 2005 (70 FR 41935).

The actions and policies of former Li-
berian President Charles Taylor and
his close associates, in particular their
unlawful depletion of Liberian re-
sources and their removal from Liberia
and secreting of Liberian funds and
property, continue to undermine Libe-
ria’s transition to democracy and the
orderly development of its political,
administrative, and economic institu-
tions and resources. These actions and
policies pose a continuing unusual and
extraordinary threat to the foreign pol-
icy of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency and related measures blocking
the property of certain persons and
prohibiting the importation of certain
goods from Liberia.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 18, 2006.



S7752
MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The President pro tempore (Mr. STE-
VENS) reported that he had signed the
following enrolled bills, which were
previously signed by the Speaker of the
House:

S. 6565. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act with respect to the
National Foundation for the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.

H.R. 2872. An act to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint coins in
commemoration of Louis Braille.

At 12:25 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1871. An act to provide liability
protection to nonprofit volunteer pilot
organizations flying for public benefit
and to the pilots and staff of such orga-
nizations.

H.R. 3085. An act to amend the Na-
tional Trails System Act to update the
feasibility and suitability study origi-
nally prepared for the Trail of Tears
National Historic Trail and provide for
the inclusion of new trail segments,
land components, and campgrounds as-
sociated with that trail, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 3496. An act to amend the Na-
tional Capital Transportation Act of
1969 to authorize additional Federal
contributions for maintaining and im-
proving the transit system of the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3729. An act to provide emer-
gency authority to delay or toll judi-
cial proceedings in United States dis-
trict and circuit courts.

H.R. 4019. An act to amend title 4 of
the United States Code to clarify the
treatment of self-employment for pur-
poses of the limitation on State tax-
ation of retirement income.

H.R. 4075. An act to amend the Ma-
rine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 to
provide for better understanding and
protection of marine mammals, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 4376. An act to authorize the Na-
tional Park Service to enter into a co-
operative agreement with the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts on behalf
of Springfield Technical Community
College, and for other purposes.

At 7:05 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, without amendment:

S. 3504. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to prohibit the so-
licitation or acceptance of tissue from
fetuses gestated for research purposes,
and for other purposes.
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MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1871. An act to provide liability pro-
tection to nonprofit volunteer pilot organi-
zations flying for public benefit and to the
pilots and staff of such organizations; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

H.R. 3496. An act to amend the National
Capital Transportation Act of 1969 to author-
ize additional Federal contributions for
maintaining and improving the transit sys-
tem of the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 3729. An act to provide emergency au-
thority to delay or toll judicial proceedings
in United States district and circuit courts;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

H.R. 4019. An act to amend title 4 of the
United States Code to clarify the treatment
of self-employment for purposes of the limi-
tation on State taxation of retirement in-
come; to the Committee on Finance.

H.R. 4376. An act to authorize the National
Park Service to enter into a cooperative
agreement with the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts on behalf of Springfield Technical
Community College, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

———

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, July 18, 2006, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bill:

S. 665. An act to amend the Public Health
Service Act with respect to the National
Foundation for the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-T1577. A communication from the Presi-
dent/Chief Executive Officer and the Senior
Vice President/Chief Financial Officer, Fed-
eral Home Loan Bank of Indianapolis, trans-
mitting jointly, pursuant to law, the Bank’s
2005 Annual Report, Statement on the Sys-
tem of Internal Controls, and Audited Finan-
cial Statements; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-7578. A communication from the Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer, Federal
Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the Bank’s 2005 state-
ment on the system of internal controls, au-
dited financial statements, and Report of
Independent Auditors on Internal Control
over Financial Reporting; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1579. A communication from the Senior
Vice President and Chief Accounting Officer,
Federal Home Loan Bank of Dallas, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Bank’s 2005
Management Report; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-7580. A communication from the Senior
Vice President and Chief Financial Officer,
Federal Home Loan Bank of San Francisco,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Bank’s
2005 Management Report; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-7581. A communication from the Presi-
dent, Federal Home Loan Bank of Cin-
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cinnati, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
Bank’s 2005 Management Report and state-
ment on system of internal controls; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs .

EC-7582. A communication from the First
Vice President and Controller, Federal Home
Loan Bank of Atlanta, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Bank’s 2005 management re-
ports and statements on system of internal
controls; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-7583. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Division of Market Regula-
tion, Securities and Exchange Commission ,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Application of the Definition
of Narrow-Based Security Index to Debt Se-
curities Indexes and Security Futures on
Debt Securities’” (RIN3235-AJ54) received on
July 12, 2006; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-7584. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Financial Crimes Enforcement Network,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Imposition of Special Measure Against VEF
Bank Including Its Subsidiary, Veiksmes
lizings, as a Financial Institution of Primary
Money Laundering Concern” (RIN1506-AA82)
received on July 12, 2006; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BURR (for himself, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. ENzI, Mr. HARKIN, Mr.
GREGG, Mr. FRIST, and Ms. MIKUL-
SKI):

S. 3678. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act with respect to public health se-
curity and all-hazards preparedness and re-
sponse, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. BURNS (for himself and Mr.
ROCKEFELLER):

S. 3679. A bill to authorize appropriations
for the National Transportation Safety
Board, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. KERRY:

S. 3680. A bill to amend the Small Business
Investment Act of 1958 to reauthorize and ex-
pand the New Markets Venture Capital Pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship.

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself, Mrs.
LINCOLN, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. PRYOR, Mr.
ALLARD, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. BURNS,
Mr. BOND, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. CRAPO, Mrs. DOLE, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. LOTT, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. TALENT,
Mr. THOMAS, Mr. THUNE, Mr. BURR,
Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, and Ms.
LANDRIEU):

S. 3681. A bill to amend the Comprehensive
Environmental Response Compensation and
Liability Act of 1980 to provide that manure
shall not be considered to be a hazardous
substance, pollutant, or contaminant; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
ENSIGN, Mr. GREGG, and Mr.
SANTORUM):

S. 3682. A bill to establish the America’s
Opportunity Scholarships for Kids Program;
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