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Secondly, it is absolutely unaccept-
able that the United States is bor-
rowing almost all the money they are
using to fight in Iraq and Afghanistan.

———————

NATIONAL SECURITY LEAKS

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in frustration over the re-
cent leak by the New York Times of a
vital national security program. In a
time of global war, this leak is a dis-
grace to all Americans and especially a
disgrace to those risking their lives
every day to keep us safe.

This disclosure raises grave concerns
about why some in the media seem de-
termined time and again to simply
hand over our playbook to barbaric ter-
rorists. Our ability to emerge vic-
torious in this war on terror hinges on
the success of these legal, appropriate
and needed programs.

This is a war that more than any
other in our history relies heavily on
sophisticated data gathering. Giving
away these details only empowers our
enemy. Freedom of the press is an im-
portant right. However, the media
must practice responsibility with clas-
sified intelligence.

Not just American prosperity is on
the line, Mr. Speaker. These counter-
terrorism programs exist solely to pro-
tect the lives and the freedoms of
American citizens. It is time that
American lives are given greater pri-
ority than selling more newspapers.

————

STOP CURTAILING SALMON
FISHING ON THE PACIFIC COAST

(Mr. WU asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, this adminis-
tration has moved to massively curtail
fishing for salmon on the Pacific Coast.
This is not just an economic effect.
Salmon fishing is part of our culture.
It is a part of who we are. This closure
is not based on sound science; it is
based in raw politics. It is allegedly to
benefit one spring salmon run on the
Klamath River.

But closure of the ocean will not
bring the spring chinook back. What
will bring it back, according to NOAA’s
own scientists, is better water manage-
ment and taking better care of the
water base and ecosystem. Closure of
the ocean salmon season will not do
any of these things.

Yesterday, we met with NOAA offi-
cials, and they decided not to even de-
clare an emergency so that relief can
be given for the disaster which they
created. We are going to take actions
today to alleviate or terminate the dis-
aster that NOAA has created on the
northwest coast.

———

VOLUNTEER FIRST RESPONDERS

(Mr. HAYES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to rise this morning to
salute the brave men and women in my
district and around the Nation who
graciously offer their time, compassion
and lifesaving skills to fellow citizens
in their time of greatest need.

Volunteer firefighters and rescue
squad personnel provide essential serv-
ices to our communities. A Scotland
County volunteer, James Rupard, re-
cently made me aware of a mileage re-
imbursement problem that was causing
a financial burden on our local first re-
sponders.

The Volunteer Emergency Responder
Fair Mileage Act seeks to give our vol-
unteer emergency first responders a
mileage reimbursement for use of their
personal vehicles that reflects the crit-
ical service they provide.

Our volunteer first responders don’t
have a choice in their driving distance
when an emergency occurs. They also
don’t have the luxury of choosing
times or convenience when duty calls. I
feel that raising this rate is a way to
keep critical volunteers from having
undue financial hardship, and it re-
flects the contribution they make to
our communities.

I urge my colleagues to support vol-
unteer first responders in their dis-
tricts by cosponsoring the Volunteer
Emergency Responder Fair Mileage
Act.

OUR SALMON FISHING INDUSTRY
IS HITTING THE ROCKS

(Mr. THOMPSON of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, The Oregonian today printed,
the west coast salmon fishing industry
is nearly dead in the water, and every-
body can see it is going to hit the
rocks. But so far, the Bush administra-
tion is unwilling to lift a finger.

Mr. Speaker, NOAA fisheries at the
local level said it is a disaster. Gov-
ernors in California and Oregon have
said it is a disaster, but NOAA fisheries
in Washington D.C. and the Bush ad-
ministration have said to the west
coast, drop dead, we are not even going
to look at this issue until February.

By the time February rolls around,
fishing families and fishing commu-
nities throughout the coast, in my dis-
trict, in BEureka, Fort Bragg, Fortuna,
Arcada, Crescent City, they are going
to be out of business. They are going to
lose their boats. They are going to lose
their homes. They are not going to be
able to pay for their kids to go to col-
lege or buy insurance.

This is a disaster. The administra-
tion is refusing to even look at it. The
Republican Congress is ignoring this
fact that working families are being
displaced, put out of jobs and are going
bankrupt.

June 28, 2006

STOP RESTRICTING SALMON
FISHING

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. There is a lot of lip
service paid in this Congress and down-
town at the White House about family
values and small business. Who better
represents family values and small
business than the fishermen and
women on the Oregon and California
coast.

This administration has told them
we are going to restrict the fishing sea-
son to a point where you cannot afford
to go out; you can only catch 75 fish in
one trip. Nobody can afford to go far
out to catch 75 fish, so no one is fish-
ing.

But they won’t declare a disaster be-
cause they said someone might fish.
They admitted no one is fishing. No
one can afford to fish. Well, maybe
something will happen. The price of
fish will go up, go up to what, $100 a
pound? Then maybe they could afford
to go out for 75 fish.

This administration is refusing to
put its money where its mouth is and
deliver and help keep families to-
gether, support communities and sup-
port small business with a modest
amount of disaster assistance. We need
a disaster declaration from the White
House, and we need it now.

———

EMERGENCY  ASSISTANCE FOR
ECONOMIC DISASTER ON OREGON
AND CALIFORNIA COAST

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, Members of the House,
later today, Mr. THOMPSON and Mr.
DEFAzIO will offer an amendment seek-
ing emergency assistance for an eco-
nomic disaster that the Bush adminis-
tration is creating on the Oregon and
California coast, and that disaster is
about to strike hundreds of small inde-
pendent businessmen who fish for a liv-
ing. These individuals are going to lose
the economic support for their fami-
lies. They are going to probably lose
the ability to keep their boats so they
can fish if the recovery takes place,
and they are going to end up deep in
debt.

It is just unfair that this would hap-
pen, especially when this is a disaster
that was created by the Bush adminis-
tration. They ought to take responsi-
bility. They ought to be held account-
able for their actions, and they ought
to provide relief to these hardworking
families who are so much a part of our
community and our culture and our
economy. And they ought to do it now.

The Congress can correct this matter
later today by passing the amendment.
Unfortunately, we have been put on no-
tice that that won’t happen, so we are
going to put you on notice. We are not
going to relent on this effort until
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