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drafted from recommendations made 
by the Council on Competitiveness re-
garding high performance computing. 
The legislation would provide grants 
for the creation of five Advanced Com-
puting Software Centers throughout 
the United States that would transfer 
high performance computing tech-
nologies to small businesses and manu-
facturers. 

High Performance Computing will 
allow manufacturers to visualize and 
simulate parts and products before 
they can be created which will cut the 
time and cost required to experiment 
with new materials. General Motors, 
for example, uses high performance 
computing to simulate collisions, sav-
ing millions of dollars in development 
costs and substantially shortening de-
sign cycle times. 

Presently, only large companies like 
GM have the resources to reap the ben-
efits of high performance computing. 
This bill would provide grants to small 
and medium manufacturers to imple-
ment this technology and create new 
opportunities for economic growth, job 
creation and product development and 
allow manufacturers and businesses to 
harness the full potential of high per-
formance computing. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself 
and Mr. DURBIN): 

S. 3529. A bill to ensure that new 
mothers and their families are edu-
cated about postpartum depression, 
screened for symptoms, and provided 
with essential services, and to increase 
research at the National Institutes of 
Health on postpartum depression; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
rise today with my good friend Senator 
DURBIN to introduce the Mom’s Oppor-
tunity to Access Help, Education, Re-
search, and Support for Postpartum 
Depression, MOTHERS, Act. Senator 
DURBIN has been and continues to be a 
leader on this issue and I am grateful 
for the opportunity to work with him 
on this important legislation. I would 
also like to recognize Representative 
RUSH, who has been a champion for 
women battling postpartum depression, 
PPD, in the House for many years. I 
am proud to say that his bill, The 
Melanie Stokes Postpartum Depression 
Research and Care Act, shares the 
same goals as the legislation I am in-
troducing today. 

In the United States, 10 to 20 percent 
of women suffer from a disabling and 
often undiagnosed condition known as 
postpartum depression. Unfortunately, 
many women are unaware of this con-
dition and often do not receive the 
treatment they need. That is why I am 
introducing the MOTHERS Act, so that 
women no longer have to suffer in si-
lence and feel alone when faced with 
this difficult condition. 

Recently, the great State of New Jer-
sey passed a first-of-its-kind law re-
quiring doctors and nurses to educate 
expectant mothers and their families 

about postpartum depression. This bill 
was introduced in the State legislature 
by State Senate President Richard 
Codey. The attention Senator Codey 
and his wife, Mary Jo Codey—who per-
sonally battled postpartum depres-
sion—have brought to the issue is re-
markable. Brooke Shields, a graduate 
of Princeton University, has also 
shared her struggle with postpartum 
depression publicly and should be com-
mended for her efforts to bring aware-
ness to this condition. Postpartum de-
pression affects women all across the 
country, not just in New Jersey, and 
that is why I believe the MOTHERS 
Act is so important. 

In America, 80 percent of women ex-
perience some level of depression after 
childbirth. This is what people often 
refer to as the ‘‘baby blues.’’ However, 
each year, there are between 400,000 
and 800,000 women across America who 
suffer from postpartum depression, a 
much more serious condition. These 
mothers often experience signs of de-
pression and may lose interest in 
friends and family, feel overwhelming 
sadness or even have thoughts of harm-
ing their baby or harming themselves. 
People often assume that these feelings 
are simply the ‘‘baby blues,’’ but the 
reality is much worse. Postpartum de-
pression is a serious and disabling con-
dition and new mothers deserve to be 
given information and resources on 
this condition so, if needed, they can 
get the appropriate help. 

The good news is that treatment is 
available. Many women have success-
fully recovered from postpartum de-
pression with the help of therapy, 
medication, and support groups. How-
ever, mothers and their families must 
be educated so that they understand 
what might occur after the birth of 
their child and when to get help. The 
legislation I am introducing today will 
require doctors and nurses to educate 
every new mother and their families 
about postpartum depression before 
they leave the hospital and offer the 
opportunity for new mothers to be 
screened for postpartum depression 
symptoms during the first year of post-
natal check-up visits. It also provides 
social services to new mothers and 
their families who are suffering and 
struggling with postpartum depression. 
By increasing education and early 
treatment of postpartum depression, 
mothers, husbands, and families will be 
able to recognize the symptoms of this 
condition and help new mothers get the 
treatment they need and deserve. 

The MOTHERS Act has another im-
portant component. While we continue 
to educate and help the mothers of 
today, we must also be prepared to help 
future moms. By increasing funding for 
research on postpartum conditions at 
the National Institutes of Health, we 
can begin to unravel the mystery be-
hind this difficult to understand ill-
ness. The more we know about the 
causes and etiology of postpartum de-
pression, the more tools we have to 
treat and prevent this heartbreaking 
condition. 

We must attack postpartum depres-
sion on all fronts with education, 
screening, support, and research so 
that new moms can feel supported and 
safe rather than scared and alone. 
Many new mothers sacrifice anything 
and everything to provide feelings of 
security and safety to their innocent, 
newborn child. It is our duty to provide 
the same level of security, safety and 
support to new mothers in need. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 513—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE PRESIDENT 
SHOULD DESIGNATE THE WEEK 
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 10, 2006, 
AS ‘‘NATIONAL HISTORICALLY 
BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES WEEK’’ 

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. 
BROWNBACK, Mr. KERRY, Ms. MIKULSKI, 
Mr. DEWINE, Mr. DEMINT, Mr. TALENT, 
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. 
VOINOVICH, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. 
SANTORUM, Mr. DODD, Mr. LOTT, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. BAYH, Mr. 
SPECTER, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BURR, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. BIDEN, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, and Mrs. DOLE) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

S. RES. 513 

Whereas there are 103 historically Black 
colleges and universities in the United 
States; 

Whereas historically Black colleges and 
universities provide the quality education 
essential to full participation in a complex, 
highly technological society; 

Whereas historically Black colleges and 
universities have a rich heritage and have 
played a prominent role in the history of the 
United States; 

Whereas historically Black colleges and 
universities have allowed many underprivi-
leged students to attain their full potential 
through higher education; and 

Whereas the achievements and goals of his-
torically Black colleges and universities are 
deserving of national recognition: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, 

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL HIS-
TORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES WEEK. 

(a) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense 
of the Senate that the President should des-
ignate the week beginning September 10, 
2006, as ‘‘National Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities Week’’. 

(b) PROCLAMATION.—The Senate requests 
the President to issue a proclamation— 

(1) designating the week beginning Sep-
tember 10, 2006, as ‘‘National Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities Week’’; and 

(2) calling on the people of the United 
States and interested groups to observe the 
week with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs to demonstrate support 
for historically Black colleges and univer-
sities in the United States. 
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