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for H.R. 4894, the School Safety Acquir-
ing Faculty Excellence Act.

As the father of three children, I
know that nothing is more important
than protecting their safety. We do ev-
erything to ensure that our children
are safe while they are in our care. But
just as important, we must do every-
thing we can to make sure they are
safe when we cannot be right there be-
side them. One of the ways we can ac-
complish this is to provide for a safe
school environment.

We trust teachers, principals, coach-
es, and other school employees to teach
our children, to protect our children,
and to nurture our children during the
school day. Therefore, it is imperative
that our school districts have the nec-
essary tools to thoroughly review all
school employees before they ever
come into contact with our children.

The School Safety Acquiring Faculty
Excellence Act will help school dis-
tricts better examine job applicants by
having the Attorney General and the
Department of Justice provide local-
ities with direct access to the FBI’s na-
tional crime information databases and
assistance with fingerprint background
checks for potential employees. Cur-
rently there are a myriad of laws
across the States pertaining to back-
ground checks for school employees.
This legislation will ensure a more
thorough process and encourage infor-
mation sharing across State borders.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important legislation, which is a step
forward in promoting safe schools and
protecting our children.

—————

CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF
HONOR RECOMMENDATION

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to inform my colleagues of my
request to Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
to strongly recommend the nomination
of MSG Woodrow W. Keeble for the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

Last week, the Secretary of the
Army made a recommendation to the
Secretary of Defense that the late MSG
Woodrow W. Keeble be awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor. I
strongly encourage and request that
the Secretary of Defense recommend
Mr. Keeble for this award and that ac-
tion be taken quickly, particularly for
the sake of Mr. Keeble’s widow, to rec-
ommend approval to President Bush.

Mr. Keeble was a full-blooded
Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux, who fought
in both World War II and the Korean
war. He was born in Waubay, SD, and
attended Wahpeton Indian School in
North Dakota. While attending
Wahpeton Indian School, Mr. Keeble
excelled as a baseball pitcher. His out-
standing athletic ability, for which he
is remembered in the Wahpeton com-
munity, would later serve him well
during his acts of bravery and courage
in the Korean war.

The brave actions that make Mr.
Keeble deserving of the Congressional
Medal of Honor occurred during Oper-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ation Nomad of the Korean war on Oc-
tober 20, 1951. During the Korean war,
Mr. Keeble was assigned to Company G,
19th Infantry, 24th Division of the U.S.
Army. He was charged with leading the
1st platoon of Company G as master
sergeant.

Mr. Keeble’s actions on October 20,
1951, were reminiscent of Hollywood
movies, but this was real heroism. On
that date, Mr. Keeble’s company was
charged with the mission of taking and
securing Hill 765, a steep rocky and
well-defended terrain near Kumsong,
Korea. As they began to reach their
final objective, the lead platoon of
Company G was ambushed with heavy
fire from three enemy machine gun
nests. The platoon’s situation became
grave as Mr. Keeble, acting platoon
leader of a support platoon, left his po-
sition of cover and bravely made his
way forward and joined the trapped
platoon.

It took Mr. Keeble little time to de-
cide that immediate action had to be
taken. He courageously crawled di-
rectly into the line of fire to take out
the enemy machine guns. He success-
fully crawled up the rocky terrain and
neutralized the first two machine gun
nests by hurling grenades and ren-
dering them wuseless. The remaining
enemy machine gun nest brought ter-
rific fire down upon him. Undaunted by
the rain of concussion and fragmenta-
tion grenades, Mr. Keeble proceeded to
disable the final enemy position. After
missing the enemy with his last gre-
nade, he launched a one-man assault
with his M-1 rifle. By this time, he sus-
tained multiple shrapnel wounds. Fear-
lessly, he took out the final machine
gun position with his rifle. While
awaiting the arrival of his fellow sol-
diers, he continued to singlehandedly
take out two additional nearby trench-
es of enemy troops, and he effectively
neutralized the enemy stronghold, in-
volving a series of close combat strug-
gles. Mr. Keeble’s heroic actions led to
the successful accomplishment of Com-
pany G’s mission and, no doubt, saved
the lives of many American troops.

Those who served with Mr. Keeble
twice recommended him for the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor, but the rec-
ommendations were lost. The first was
due to the regiment’s move from the
Korean theater, and the second was an
inability to meet mapping require-
ments. However, it should be noted
that both instances of application only
required two signatures, but in each
case, all the men in Master Sergeant
Keeble’s company signed the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor request. Eventu-
ally, the deadline for the Medal of
Honor consideration passed, but Mr.
Keeble’s family was granted their re-
quest in 2002 that his file be reopened.

For his acts of heroism he was award-
ed the Purple Heart, the Bronze Star,
the Silver Star, and the Distinguished
Service Cross. The criteria for the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor include
deeds of personal bravery, self-sac-
rifice, or an action that conspicuously
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distinguishes the individual above his
comrades. Should the President agree
to this recommendation, Mr. Keeble
would be the first Sioux Indian to be
awarded the Nation’s highest military
honor if he is chosen to receive the
Congressional Medal of Honor. Cer-
tainly the courageous and patriotic
acts exhibited by Mr. Keeble during
times of war make him a long overdue
and deserving recipient of the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor.

Mr. President, I urge the Secretary of
Defense to strongly recommend the
nomination of MSG Woodrow W.
Keeble for the Congressional Medal of
Honor to the President of the United
States, and I hope my colleagues will
join me in saluting a truly brave and
courageous American.

———

MAGNUSON-STEVENS FISHERY
CONSERVATION AND MANAGE-
MENT REAUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I thank
Senators STEVENS and INOUYE, the
chair and ranking member of the Sen-
ate Commerce Committee, for their ef-
forts in incorporating my amendment
into the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Reau-
thorization Act of 2005, S. 2012. My
amendment makes Oregon’s salmon
fishermen eligible for disaster assist-
ance. Their willingness to accommo-
date my concerns and help Oregon’s
salmon fishers means that I can with-
draw the objection I issued 2 weeks ago
to any unanimous consent request for
the Senate to act on the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation Act. I
also wish to thank Senator SMITH and
Senator BOXER for their important con-
tributions and assistance. I look for-
ward to swift passage of the legisla-
tion, as amended.

The inclusion of the disaster declara-
tion in the Magnuson-Stevens author-
ization is an important first step in
getting relief for our salmon fishers
and coastal communities that depend
on salmon for their livelihoods. After
waiting months for a disaster declara-
tion from the administration, our
salmon fishers now finally have some
movement to help address their imme-
diate financial needs.

Even with this important language,
the fight to help Oregon’s salmon fish-
ermen is far from over, and I will con-
tinue to press for congressional appro-
priations to fund the disaster assist-
ance fishing families and the coastal
fishing communities need.

————

WORLD ELDER ABUSE
AWARENESS DAY

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I rise
today in recognition of World Elder
Abuse Awareness Day. As ranking
member on the Special Committee on
Aging, I am pleased that the inter-
national community has designated
this day. It is important to recognize
the grim reality of elder abuse, ne-
glect, and exploitation and focus on
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