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Mr. Speaker, today it is my privilege to
thank Beth Ashley for what she has given to
us and to join with thousands of others in
wishing her a happy 80th birthday.

———

HONORING THE CONSECRATION OF
ELIZABETH CHAPEL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2006

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with tremendous joy and celebration that | rise
today to honor the consecration of the Eliza-
beth Chapel United Methodist Church in
Chumuckla, FL, where my wife Vicki and |
have been members since 2001.

Elizabeth Chapel has been a home for me;
a place of solace where | can go to be closer
to God and get back in tune with what is really
important in my life. Likewise, the church fam-
ily has acted as a true family to my wife and
me, continuously offering us their support, en-
couragement, and kindness.

Elizabeth Chapel United Methodist Church
has served a vital role in the community of
Chumuckla since 1937. Originating from the
marriage of two smaller churches in the late
1930s, the church has remained a quaint
group of adamant believers whose moral fiber
and strength is unwavering.

On September 16, 2004, Hurricane Ivan
tore through the area, leaving damage, de-
struction, and heartbreak in its wake. The hur-
ricane left the church building irreparable and
it was soon leveled to begin new construction.
Though many members of the congregation
lost their homes or had significant damage to
their own property in the storm, in the week
that followed the hurricane, members of the
church and others in the community came to-
gether descending on the church grounds to
help FEMA distribute over 60,000 MRE’s as
well as ice and water to those in need.

In the months that followed with the glorifi-
cation of God’s work in their hearts, the com-
munity, congregation and other churches in
the surrounding area came together to begin
rebuilding Elizabeth Chapel. It has been nearly
two years since lvan devastated the Gulf
Coast, and the reconstruction is complete. On
Sunday, June 10, 2006, | will join in the fellow-
ship and celebration of the consecration of the
Elizabeth Chapel United Methodist Church.

Mr. Speaker, | truly represent an incredible
group of people. It warms my heart that the
community, congregation, and other churches
have come together, through the hardships
and heartache that have been prevalent since
hurricane Ivan, to once again provide a house
of worship to the amazingly resilient members
of Elizabeth Chapel United Methodist Church.

———
RECOGNIZING KYLE AUSTIN

SPANGLER FOR ACHIEVING THE
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Kyle Austin Spangler, a very spe-
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cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 314, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Kyle has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Kyle has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Kyle Austin Spangler for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

—

IN MEMORY OF REVEREND B.J.
JACKSON

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2006

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Reverend Brisco James
“B.J.” Jackson of Crossett, Arkansas. Rev-
erend Jackson dedicated his life to serving
others through ministry. He passed on an en-
during legacy with his strong leadership, vi-
sion, and concern for others. Reverend Jack-
son passed away on Saturday, May 6, 2006 at
the age of 83.

Rev. Jackson was born in Shelton, LA to
James and Mittie Jackson and raised in Oak
Ridge, LA, by his grandmother, Maggie Lewis.
In 1943 he moved to Crossett, where he was
employed by Crossett Lumber Co. Throughout
his impressive career, Rev. Jackson joined
New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church, where
he served on the usher and deacon boards.
He became a minister in 1949 and served as
pastor at Ivory Chapel Baptist Church in
Bastrop, LA, Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Mon-
roe, LA, Rose Hill Baptist Church in Dermott,
and Holly Springs Baptist Church in Pine Hill.
In 1950, he became pastor of New Bethel and
became full-time pastor in 1966.

Rev. Jackson’s commitment went far be-
yond his activities as pastor; he was pas-
sionate about giving back through other com-
munity service as well. In addition to serving
as pastor of New Bethel, he was moderator of
the Southeast District Baptist Association for
29 years, second vice president of the Regular
Arkansas Baptist Association, and instructor of
the ministers’ seminar in the association for
over 20 years. Reverend Jackson was also
president of the Wiliams Daycare Center
board of directors, a 32nd degree Mason, a
member of Exodus Lodge 403 of Crossett and
Scottish Rites Angerona Lodge 78 in Pine
Bluff, and a member of Eastern Star of Silver
Star Lodge 306 in Crossett.

A man of great character, he returned to
high school at the age of 31 and graduated
from T. W. Daniel in 1959. He was also a
graduate of United Theological Seminary in
Monroe.

While Rev. Jackson may no longer be with
us, his spirit and legacy will live on forever in
the lives he touched. My heartfelt condolences
go out to his wife of 62 years, Sallie Lee Jack-
son; their daughters Hazel Hill, Betty Levy,
Bobbie Hendrix and husband John; their son
Charles Jackson and wife Mary; his sister
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Leola Coleman; his fifteen grandchildren;
twenty-eight great-grandchildren, and three
great-great-grandchildren.

TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH VERDU
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2006

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Joseph Verdu, a man who was loved
and admired by many people in my hometown
of Petaluma, California. Joe passed away on
November 5, 2003, at the age of 69. On May
20, 2006, friends and family gathered for the
dedication and renaming of McDowell Field to
the Joseph F. Verdu Athletic Field.

Joe deserved this honor. He was active in
youth sports in Petaluma, inspiring many
young people with his warmth and commit-
ment. He helped organize the Petaluma Youth
Soccer League and served as its president for
three years. He was also vice president of the
California Youth Soccer Association for two
years and on the board of the Petaluma Valley
Little League. The City honored him with a
Community Recognition Award in 1978 and
the State of California with the Parks and
Recreation Department Outstanding Service
Award in 1979.

Born in San Francisco in 1934, Joe grad-
uated from Lowell High School, attended UC
Berkeley, and served in the United States Air
Force from 1954—1958. He married his sweet-
heart Sylvia Magnani in 1957. The couple
lived in Santa Clara until his job with Kimberly-
Clark brought him to Petaluma in 1970.

Joe is survived by his wife Sylvia and their
eight sons: Joseph, William, Stephen, Thom-
as, Mark, David, Paul, and Michael. When he
died, he had 16 grandchildren; now there are
17.

Mr. Speaker, Sylvia describes her husband
as “a wonderful family man” with a “magnetic
personality that made him popular with every-
one who knew him.” | know that description
rings true for me and my family. We miss Jo-
seph Verdu’s humor and spirit, and | am proud
to honor him for his service to the youth of
Petaluma.

————

MINE IMPROVEMENT AND NEW
EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACT OF
2006

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2006

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of S. 2803, the Mine Improvement and
New Emergency Response (MINER) Act of
2006, to provide important Federal safety reg-
ulations for coal mines.

The number of coal miners who have died
so far this year is alarming and has high-
lighted the pressing need to revise coal miner
health safety standards to ensure miners are
equipped with state of the art technologies,
tracking devices, and sufficient emergency
supplies of oxygen.

Our current Federal mine safety regulations
are outdated. We need to act now to protect
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