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by including overseas contracts which
are currently excluded from Federal
small business contracting targets.
This is a real gap. Big business can
compete for overseas contracts, but
small businesses are shut out simply
by the fact of the size of their business.

Fourth, the President’s budget re-
quest this year called for cuts or elimi-
nation of 75 percent of the programs
that benefit small business. It is hard
to believe that an administration that
says it favors business is, in fact, try-
ing to kill the section 7(a) loan pro-
gram for the Small Business Adminis-
tration and trying to eliminate the
Maine Manufacturing Extension Part-
nership.

The final two provisions: We would
create a 39-year tax depreciation rule
for restaurants and small retailers and
make it easier for businesses to obtain
H-1B and H-2B visas.

HONORING HENRY HYDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker,
tonight, I am honored to take this
floor to sing the praises and accolades
for a man who inspired me as a young
person and has continued to inspire me
as I have served here in these past 18
years.

I have spent 18 years here in the
House of Representatives, and 7 years
before that I served in the White House
under Ronald Reagan. And I am
pleased to say tonight that during that
entire time, I have never met a man of
whom I was more proud than that of
the chairman of the International Re-
lations Committee, Chairman HENRY
HYDE. Perhaps Ronald Reagan. Per-
haps. But HENRY HYDE, of the people
that I have worked with as a fellow col-
league, there is no match.

HENRY HYDE, of course, has been here
since 1974, and has had a distinguished
career as a Member of Congress, but
more importantly, as a leader, as an
American leader. HENRY HYDE, as I say,
inspired many of us by the fact that he
is not just a political leader, not just a
man of integrity, courage, and a person
who works, to this day is working
harder than most Members of this Con-
gress.

But he is not just a political leader,
but a moral leader of this country as
well.

HENRY HYDE is very well known. He
has been known for many years for his
views on what we call the prolife move-
ment, the idea of protecting unborn
children from the threat of abortion.
And HENRY HYDE has done more to in-
spire and inform people on this issue
and, thus, if you agree with me and
agree with HENRY, done more to save
the unborn babies of this country than
any other individual that I can think
of. That, alone, is a reason to applaud
HENRY HYDE and to be grateful that he
has served in this body, saving so many
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unborn babies, and feeling so strongly
about this issue that he was able to
take the heat on an issue that, in the
beginning, was far more unpopular
than it is today. And I believe that he
has created the national trend towards
life that we see today.

Consistent with that, HENRY HYDE
has been a champion of human rights
during his entire term in the United
States Congress. He has been an enemy
to tyrants, to gangsters, whether they
be in Cuba, the Soviet Union or China.
This has been part of HENRY HYDE’S pa-
triotic makeup, a man from Illinois, a
man from the State that gave us Lin-
coln, who freed the slaves and freed
America from the sin of slavery.

I have seen HENRY HYDE criticize Chi-
nese leaders to their face and stand up
for the human rights of believers in
God in China. I have seen his courage,
and his eloquence is famous through-
out the world.

I have seen HENRY HYDE take on the
issue of proliferation of nuclear mate-
rials by the Communist Chinese Gov-
ernment when other people would have
had him soft-pedal the issue in order to
maintain a certain friendly relation-
ship with those gangsters who control
the mainland of China. But HENRY
HYDE is a man of principle.

HENRY HYDE is a patriot. HENRY
HYDE was protecting our country
through his patriotism when he was a
young man and served in the military
in World War II in the Philippines, and
then in the State legislature in Illinois,
and then here, on to the U.S. Congress.

Many people will remember HENRY
HYDE for the fact that he was the
chairman of the Judiciary Committee
when President Clinton was impeached.
Here, too, was an issue that HENRY
HYDE could have sidestepped. Why
should he take all the abuse of such a
controversial issue?

HENRY HYDE has taken on con-
troversy because he believes in prin-
ciple and morality. HENRY HYDE took
on the issue of the impeachment of
President Clinton because he believed
that President Clinton had committed
perjury, that that was an impeachable
offense, and that to compromise that
standard would cause great damage to
the future of the United States of
America.

HENRY HYDE is a man who stands for
standards, stands for principles. He is a
man who has worked hard, who has
used his skill as an orator to make sure
that we cement those American values
that have made this country a great
country, realizing that we don’t have a
perfect country, but that we always
need leaders like HENRY HYDE to help
us perfect those imperfections.

So I gladly join with my colleagues
tonight in a salute to the chairman of
the International Relations Com-
mittee, a great American, a man who
has served this country well, in the
House of Representatives and through-
out his life, Chairman HENRY HYDE.
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WHAT THE LIFE OF ROSA PARKS
MEANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. SNYDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SNYDER. Earlier this evening,
Mr. Speaker, I read the essay, the win-
ning essay from Morgan Sweere, age 9,
in the fourth grade in Conway, Arkan-
sas. And the title of the essay contest,
“What Rosa Parks Means to Me.” 1
would like to read two other winners.

The next one is ‘““What Rosa Parks
Will Mean to My Children.”” This is the
junior high level essay contest that we
held. And the winner of this one in the
Second District of Arkansas was
Brenna Gilstrap, of the eighth grade at
Horace Mann Arts and Science Magnet
Middle School in Little Rock, Arkan-
sas. And this is what Brenna Gilstrap
has to say, in part, about What Rosa
Parks Will Mean for My Children:

‘“Rosa Parks has always been an
amazing icon to people everywhere,
symbolizing strength and pride during
a period in America where racism
thrived. I believe everyone is familiar
with her story, how she refused to give
up her seat on the bus to another per-
son and she had to simply because they
were Caucasian, and how she was ar-
rested for doing so. This story of a
brave woman standing up for what she
believed in will, in my opinion, greatly
influence the attitudes of my children,
teaching them important morals.
Speak your mind even if your voice
shakes. Ban ignorance and pay atten-
tion to the mistakes made in the past
in order to prevent them in the future.
Always stand up for what you believe
in because even one little person could
make a difference in thousands of lives.
These are the things that my children
will learn from her story. This is why
it will mean something.

“Examine the first moral. Speak
your mind even if your voice shakes.
What this means is that even if you are
nervous, even if you know the con-
sequences to what you are saying can
be brutal, as long as you feel deeply in
your heart that a change needs to be
made, express what you feel. Say ex-
actly what you're thinking and say
why. Rosa Parks knew that the fuss
she was making wasn’t just about a
good seat. It was about rights, equal
rights for one and all. The right to sit
in the good seats, use the good bath-
rooms, go to the good parties, live the
good life, a life without oppression.”

And her essay goes on. This is by
Brenna Gilstrap, the winner of the
What Rosa Park Will Mean for My
Children essay contest in the Second
District of Arkansas, and Brenna is in
the eighth grade at Horace Mann Arts
and Science Magnet Middle School in
Little Rock, Arkansas.

The winner of the high school version
of the contest, ““What Rosa Parks Will
Mean for My Grandchildren,” was won
by Alyx Vanness, Conway High School
East.
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This is her essay in part. “What I
would like my grandchildren to re-
member about Rosa Parks is the true
account of her stand for equality for
blacks, and the many features she
overcame along the way. Even though
she is usually remembered for only one
of her protests, I would like my grand-
children to know all the rallies she
took part in during her life and how it
affected the black community.

Rosa Parks became one of the most
recognizable civil rights activists on
December 1, 1955, when she refused to
give up her seat on a bus for a white
man. Although a simple act with one
woman protesting, it is one of her most
remembered fights for justice among
the races. The incident is later recalled
by Parks in her book Quiet Strength. ‘I
kept thinking about my mother and
my grandparents and how strong they
were. I knew there was a possibility of
being mistreated, but an opportunity
was being given to me to do what I had
asked of others.’

‘“Rosa Parks did just that when not
going back to the colored section of the
bus when a white man had told her to.
Most historians account the refusal be-
cause she was tired from a long day’s
work, but to Parks it was more than
that. I would like my grandchildren to
be told that she did it specifically to
stand up for her people, that she was no
more tired than the rest of her days.
Because of her refusal to get up, a 381
day Montgomery bus boycott was
started and her arrest and trial caused
the Supreme Court to rule segregation
on buses unconstitutional. This opened
the gates for many blacks to come one
step closer to equality.”

Her essay goes on it. That is part of
the winning essay by Alyx Vanness
from Conway High School East in the
10th grade in Conway, Arkansas, The
high school winner of the what Rosa
Parks means for my grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, I include the essays of
Brenna Gilstrap and Alyx Vanness for
the RECORD.

WHAT ROSA PARKS WILL MEAN FOR MY
CHILDREN
(By Brenna Gilstrap)

‘““Rosa Parks has always been an amazing
icon to people everywhere, symbolizing
strength and pride during a period in Amer-
ica where racism thrived. I believe everyone
is familiar with her story, how she refused to
give up her seat on the bus to another person
(and she had to, simply because they were
Caucasian) and how she was arrested for
doing so. This story of a brave woman stand-
ing up for what she believed in, will, in my
opinion, greatly influence the attitudes of
my children, teaching them important mor-
als. Speak your mind, even if your voice
shakes. Ban ignorance, and pay attention to
the mistakes made in the past in order to
prevent them in the future. Always stand up
for what you believe in, because even one lit-
tle person can make a difference in thou-
sands of lives. These are the things that my
children will learn from her story, this is
why it will mean something.

Examine the first moral: speak your mind,
even if your voice shakes. What this means
is that even if you’re nervous, even if you
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know the consequences to what you are say-
ing can be brutal, as long as you feel deeply
in your heart that a change needs to be
made, express what you feel. Say exactly
what you’re thinking, and say why. Rosa
Parks knew that the fuss she was making
wasn’t just about a good seat; it was about
rights, equal rights, for one and all. The
right to sit in the good seats, use the good
bathrooms, go to the good parties, live the
good life, a life without oppression. She
spoke her mind, became an icon, an example,
a legend; and I am sure that being a little
nervous and a little afraid never stopped her.
She knew the consequences, but she spoke
out. This is what I want my children to do:
say what they feel without being afraid of
what might happen or what others would
think.

Examine the next moral: ban ignorance. In
other words, pay attention to what happened
in the past to prevent mistakes from occur-
ring again. Our country, just like all the oth-
ers, has made a lot of mistakes: the Japanese
camps set up in Arkansas after the bombing
of Pearl Harbor, for example. Just because
they looked somewhat Japanese, people were
sent into crowded camps to live out their
lives, forced to sell all that they had, forced
to suffer for something they didn’t even do.
If we didn’t learn from that, we might be
keeping all people from the Middle East im-
prisoned now for something they weren’t re-
sponsible for. And the segregation issues our
nation went through concerning African
Americans and their rights. If we didn’t
learn from that, I wouldn’t have a lot of the
friends that I do now. We would be separated
from each other. Rosa Parks helped show
America what a big mistake they were mak-
ing, and I want my children to learn from
that, and to stand up like that if they ever
get caught in the mistakes of the world.

Lastly, examine my final moral: Stand up
for what you believe in. This is a moral that
no one can forget. When something unjust
happens, like someone at your school be-
comes subject to a daily abusive torrent of
insult and injury, or when a presidential can-
didate comes along that you strongly oppose,
or when you are treated unfairly by someone
around you, you have to stand up and fight.
Don’t ever forget that even one voice counts,
even when amongst thousands, matters. Jus-
tice cannot be reached until you stand up
and be counted; even just one more step is
closer than no steps at all. Rosa took that
step, she was counted. This is what I want
my children to do: stand up for what they be-
lieve in, no matter what.

Rosa Parks was an amazing role model for
all ages to look up to. Her timeless story and
amazing perseverence in the eyes of oppres-
sion has touched, enlightened, and inspired
for many generations. The astounding mor-
als her story teaches are guidelines that
should be followed in one’s everyday life.
Hopefully they will inspire my children to
become the amazing and inspirational people
of tomorrow as Rosa Parks was for yester-
day. This is what Rosa Parks will mean for
my children.”

ROSA PARKS’ STORY FOR MY GRANDCHILDREN
(By Alyx Vanness)

What I would like my grandchildren to re-
member about Rosa Parks is the true ac-
count of her stand for equality for blacks,
and the many feats she overcame along the
way. Even though she is usually remembered
for only one of her protests, I would like my
grandchildren to know all the rallies she
took part in during her life, and how it af-
fected the black community.

Rosa Parks became one of the most rec-
ognizable Civil Rights activist on December
1, 1955, when she refused to give up her seat
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on a bus for a white man. Although a simple
act with one women protesting, it is one of
her most remembered fights for justice
among the races. The incident is later re-
called by Parks in her book, Quiet Strength.
“I kept thinking about my mother and my
grandparents, and how strong they were. I
knew there was a possibility of being mis-
treated, but an opportunity was being given
to me to do what I had asked of others.”
Rosa Parks did just that when not going
back to the colored section of the bus when
a white man had told her to. Most historians
account the refusal because she was tired
from a long days work, but to Parks, it was
more than that. I would like my grand-
parents be told that she did it to specifically
stand up for her people, that she was no more
tired than the rest of her days. Because of
her refusal to get up, a 381-day Montgomery
bus boycott was started, and her arrest and
trial caused the Supreme Court to rule seg-
regation on buses unconstitutional. This
opened the gates for many blacks to come
one step closer to equality.

Even though the bus incident is one of her
most remembered forms of protest, Parks
was actively involved in the Civil Rights
Movement long before 1955. She was actively
involved in the National Association for the
Advancement for Colored People (NAACP),
serving as secretary and later as Advisor to
the Youth Council at the NAACP. She also
tried to register to vote several times when
it was still nearly impossible for blacks to do
s0. December of 1955 wasn’t the first time she
had run-ins with bus drivers, though. She
was evicted from buses several times, recall-
ing the humiliation. “I didn’t want to pay
my fare and then go around the back door,
because many times, even if you did that,
you might not get on the bus at all. They’d
probably shut the door, drive off, and leave
you standing there.”

Parks understood the importance of stand-
ing up, and tried in every way to bring jus-
tice to her race. She knew that even though
it was just her speaking up sometimes, some-
one had to do it, and once voice would cause
others to be raised. Rosa Parks believed in
non-violent protest, working along Martin
Luther King with equality and black’s
rights. This is one of the most important les-
sons taught by Parks; violent does not solve
anything. She fully stood behind the concept
of peacefully making a difference, setting
her apart from the blacks that use hate and
fury to gain equality. This caused her to be
more recognized and respected, consequently
winning over a nation’s heart for this quiet
but strong spirit.

1995 marked the 40 year anniversary of
Rosa Park’s refusal at the bus station, and
she was still making a difference. Before her
death earlier this year, she was active in
Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self-
Development. It included a program that was
Pathways to Freedom, where young people
ages 11-18 traveled across the country trac-
ing the Underground Railroad, visiting the
scenes of critical events in the civil rights
movement, and learning aspects of Amer-
ica’s history. Many times she would involve
herself in the cross country trip, and stu-
dents loved talking to her about her experi-
ences. Park’s home was located in Detroit,
where she still received dozens of letters
daily from students, politicians, and just
regular people.

The greatest characteristics of Rosa Parks
was her humbleness and her faith in God.
When named ‘“The Mother of the Civil Rights
Movement’’, she explained that although
“‘[she] accept[ed] the honor and appreciat[ed]
it,” Parks makes sure that everyone knows
that ‘‘[she] was not the only person involved.
[She] was just one of the many who fought
for freedom.”” Modesty and her willingness to
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follow God’s will has made her one of the
most successful women in the Civil Rights
Movement. She had strong religious convic-
tions and in her book she states, “I'd like for
[readers] to know that I had a very spiritual
background and that I believe in church and
my faith and that has helped to give me the
strength and courage to live as I did.”

Rosa Parks did a lot for the black commu-
nity, and she needs to be remembered for her
courageous actions. If I had my choice on
what my grandchildren were taught about
her, I would want them to know that she was
a God fearing, modest, yet democratic
woman. I want them to be told her whole
story, not just about how she didn’t give up
her bus seat one day because she was too
tired. Rosa Parks needs to be remembered
for what she was; honorable.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
HENRY J. HYDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FORTENBERRY). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 4, 2005,
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
am so proud to have this opportunity
to praise an intellectual giant, a true
public servant, to honor my friend, my
colleague, my chairman, HENRY HYDE.
He has had unparalleled leadership
skills and that is the way that he
steers the House International Rela-
tions Committee, of which I am a
proud member.

The committee has truly flourished
under the chairman’s direction in ways
that it had not previously known. We
have turned out significant pieces of
legislation on a range of issues. HENRY
HYDE’s vision perhaps is best summa-
rized by the words of Sir Winston
Churchill, who said, ‘“All great things
are simple, and many can be expressed
in single words: Freedom, justice,
honor, duty, mercy, hope.” This senti-
ment captures the essence of HENRY
HYDE and of his style.

Serving as a subcommittee chair
under Chairman HYDE, I have been
privileged to witness firsthand the in-
sight that has led him to be the skilled
politician and public servant that he is.
Pundits have referred to the chairman
as a statesman; as a Washington icon;
as a doer; as a wit; as one of the sharp-
est legal minds of Capitol Hill; an out-
spoken and articulate debater; a stand-
ard bearer for conservative principles,
causes and beliefs; a Gibraltar of con-
viction; and an avatar of grace.

I would like to add a few of my own,
Mr. Speaker. From what I have seen,
HENRY’s character and in turn his lead-
ership is shaped by his multiple roles.
He is a man of faith, a Patriot, a hu-
manitarian, a friend and a mentor.

I remember in my freshman term
meeting HENRY HYDE for the first time.
Having followed HENRY’s efforts on be-
half of freedom fighters who have val-
iantly fought communism in our hemi-
sphere, to me, HENRY HYDE was larger
than life. As Congressman STEVE
CHABOT said earlier, if Hollywood were
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to cast a statesman, they couldn’t find
anyone better than the impressive and
dashing HENRY HYDE.

I quickly learned that that imposing
stature that he was nothing of a bul-
lying nature in HENRY HYDE. On the
contrary, the chairman, even in his
most heated debates in our committee,
when he must keep order at our hear-
ings, he is a consummate gentleman,
able to restore order with a fleeting,
withering glance that belies the twin-
kle in his eye.

How appropriate that HENRY rep-
resents Illinois, as so many speakers
have said, the land of Lincoln, for both
the chairman and the American Presi-
dent are notable for their character,
their eloquence, their determination.

Chairman HYDE’s political career
began 40 years ago as a representative
in the Illinois legislature, where he
served at as that body’s majority lead-
er from 1971 to 1972.

In 1974, he was elected to this House,
the People’s House. Among other
issues, HENRY became identified with
the worthy cause of defending the un-
born, championing his Appropriations
Committee’s amendments that would
prohibit the use of Federal funds to pay
for abortions. These were adopted into
law in 1978, and the Hyde Amendment
has been a great step forward in legis-
lation that favors the sanctity of
human life.

In this vein, HENRY has also been a
supporter of adopting children and of
assisting poor women to care for their
children. He has lent his name to legis-
lative initiatives taking tougher steps
to hold deadbeat dads accountable for
unpaid child support.

HENRY HYDE has come to be known
as one of the House’s great orators. His
stirring speeches against term limits
and against flag burning are particu-
larly memorable.

In 1994, HENRY HYDE accepted the
gavel of the powerful House Judiciary
Committee, where he shepherded
through the House many important
pieces of legislation. Among these were
the landmarks anti-terrorism legisla-
tion of 1995; enforcing in the U.S. the
international treaty against war
crimes; the church arson law of 1996; a
victim restitution act; an act limiting
death penalty appeals; Megan’s Law,
requiring released sex offenders to re-
port their addresses; and a law allow-
ing senior citizen housing to be allo-
cated by age. Also, a law banning state
taxes on pensions of non-residents; the
Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, the
authorization of $10 billion for prison
expansion; protection of intellectual
property rights in digital recording and
biotech patents; the ban on partial-
birth abortion; product liability; tort
reform and so many others.

Turning to the chairman’s leadership
style, one of the most salient charac-
teristics is his reputation for fairness.
Indeed, the Washington Post noted in a
1998 article that HENRY HYDE ‘‘has
managed to maintain a reputation for
even-handedness, for patience and re-
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straint, a remarkable feat for someone
known both for his savagely held be-
liefs and for his keen sense of which
way the wind blows.”

Indeed, the ranking member of the
International Relations Committee,
my good friend ToM LANTOS of Cali-
fornia, cogently addressed our chair-
man’s embodiment of frankness and
fairness when ToM said, ‘‘although our
opinions on issues have differed from
time to time, HENRY has always been
very straightforward with me when he
knows we might disagree. And once we
have made our opinions known and
once the voting is done, it has never
had an adverse effect on our relation-
ship.”

Indeed, one thing we can all agree
upon is that Chairman HYDE’s leader-
ship reflects the values that he places
on fairness and his focus on getting the
job done rather than on mere poli-
ticking.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my good
friend the gentleman from California,
Mr. LUNGREN, who would like to add
some statements about our great chair-
man HENRY HYDE.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlelady for yielding.

It has been my privilege during my
lifetime to have three heroes living at
the time that I was able to benefit
from their example. They are my fa-
ther, President Ronald Reagan and
HENRY HYDE.

As the gentlelady knows, I served in
the Congress for 10 years from 1979 to
1989, where I had the privilege of serv-
ing on the Judiciary Committee with
HENRY HYDE all those 10 years. I served
on the subcommittee dealing with civil
rights with him, and if it had not been
for HENRY HYDE we would not have had
the extension of the Voting Rights Act
of the early 1980s.

We had hearings all around the coun-
try. It may sound strange today, but at
that time there was a question of
whether or not that would be extended.
It was HENRY HYDE who going around
the country on field hearings who fi-
nally made a statement that he had
seen the parade of horribles. He had
seen that there was still a need to have
this extraordinary law extended. Had it
not been for HENRY HYDE, the Voting
Rights Act would not have been ex-
tended. He has never gotten the credit
for that.

HENRY HYDE is a gentle man; a large
man, but a gentle man; someone who
can argue on the floor of the House vo-
ciferously, but when it is over, he goes
over and punches you in the arm and
tells you a joke; a man who has all the
dignity you would look for in a states-
man; a man who has the intellect
which we can all admire; a man who,
when former Governor Cuomo made a
well covered speech at the University
of Notre Dame talking about the re-
sponsibility of a Catholic man or a
Catholic woman in politics, HENRY
HYDE had a slightly different take. So
he then, a month later, spoke on the
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