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vulnerable to developments far from
our borders and not under our control.

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of the
House Agricultural Committee and co-
chair of the House Democratic Rural
Working Group, I know firsthand that
rural Americans feel this pain when
they go to the pumps. But rural Amer-
ica will benefit from Ilegislation my
colleagues and I have introduced to en-
courage biofuel production and the
usage of it in the United States.

Specifically this legislation will, one,
increase production of American-made
biofuels. Double the percentage of re-
newable fuels sold in America in 6
years, make sure that biodiesel and
cellulosic sources are the key parts of
that increase, and extends tax credits
for ethanol and biodiesel through 2015,
and increases tax benefits to small eth-
anol producers.

Mr. Speaker, in addition, the bill will
expand the market for and the dis-
tribution of biofuels, invest in research
and development to improve the use of
renewable energy. And, finally, the bill
will encourage local domestic owner-
ship through Federal incentives to
small ethanol and biofuel plants so
that independent locally-owned facili-
ties that produce biofuels can grow and
thrive, improving our rural commu-
nities and creating jobs.

Mr. Speaker, I hope when Congress
returns from the Memorial Day district
work period that this House will pass
this legislation to invest in America’s
energy independence.

I hope the administration will put
the power of the Federal Government
to work for the American people suf-
fering at the gas pump, rather than the
big oil CEOs enjoying record profits at
their expense.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BILIRAKIS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
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FOSTERING OUR FUTURE ACT OF
2006

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, this week
I introduced the Fostering our Future
Act of 2006, along with my colleague,
the distinguished gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. HART).

This is a bill to help our Nation’s fos-
ter youth by strengthening dependency
courts and requiring accountability.

Foster care is a critical safety net for
half a million abused and neglected
American children. It is, however, a
system in need of support and reform.
20 percent of all foster kids will be
forced to wait over 5 years for a safe,
permanent family. Even worse, almost
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20,000 older youth age out of the system
without the assistance of a permanent
family every year.

Frequent foster home transfers cre-
ate turbulence and insecurity that
heighten the emotional, behavioral and
educational challenges faced by these
youth. The doubling of the foster care
population since the early 1980s com-
pounds this problem by creating enor-
mous caseloads and taxing the capacity
of foster homes.

The end result is that foster Kkids
through no fault of their own are more
likely to experience homelessness, un-
employment and other life course prob-
lems despite their resilience and cour-
age. Imagine what it is like to be 8
years old, neglected by your parents
and then taken away from them. You
are told that you must live with a fam-
ily that is not your own. You would be
confused by court proceedings that
govern your future and frightened that
you might be transferred to yet an-
other home. You would certainly feel
alienated from your peers who talk
about mom and dad. Imagine what that
must feel like.

These children deserve better. They
should be guaranteed physical and
emotional safety. They should have
continuing relationships with care-
givers and loved ones. They should
have an informed voice in the legal de-
cisions made about their lives. And
they should enter adulthood prepared
to live a happy, healthy and productive
life. We have a responsibility to these
children to meet these goals. Anything
less is unacceptable.

Practitioners and policy experts have
conducted thorough analyses and ad-
vanced proposals to overhaul the foster
care system. The most prominent ex-
ample, a comprehensive 2004 report by
the bipartisan Pew Commission on
Children in Foster Care identified sev-
eral areas where the Federal Govern-
ment could support these Kkids by
strengthening the Nation’s foster care
systems.

The Pew Commission found that
State dependency court systems were
failing to sufficiently track cases and
train personnel, because they do not
receive Federal funds to do so. Inner-
agency collaboration and performance
measurement where they exist have
been inconsistent both within and be-
tween States and tend to focus on bu-
reaucratic needs rather than outcomes.

I was pleased earlier this year when
under the leadership of the Ways and
Means chairman of the subcommittee,
Mr. HERGER, the committee passed leg-
islation that included $100 million in
new funding to improve our foster care
system. These funds have been allo-
cated to improve juvenile and family
courts, help track and analyze case-
loads, train judges and other court per-
sonnel and bolster collaboration be-
tween State courts and State child wel-
fare agencies. While this is a critical
first step, it is time we implement the
rest of the court-related provisions rec-
ommended by the Pew Commission,
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and this legislation we introduced will
do exactly that.

Our State foster care system strug-
gled to retain qualified dependency at-
torneys who are often burdened by sub-
stantial debt. A recent survey found
that one-third of practicing depend-
ency attorneys graduated with over
$75,000 in outstanding loans, and 44 per-
cent of them currently owe more than
$50,000. High turnover among depend-
ency attorneys has led to a dearth of
experienced lawyers who have a com-
prehensive understanding of the sys-
tem and maintain valuable relation-
ships with their young clients.

The Fostering Our Future Act that
we are introducing responds to these
shortcomings. It encourages Statewide
interagency collaboration and data
sharing. It ensures effective represen-
tation is available to children and fam-
ilies. It establishes a loan forgiveness
program to attract and retain qualified
child welfare attorneys. And most im-
portantly, by focusing on child welfare
outcomes, this legislation will keep the
needs of children and families rather
than the needs of bureaucracies front
and center.

I commend the child welfare workers
of America for the invaluable services
they provide and for constantly strug-
gling to get this issue the attention it
deserves. Foster care plays a crucial
role in the Nation’s child welfare safe-
ty net, but it is in desperate need of
change and support. I call on my col-
leagues to join us working for the day
when all of our Nation’s children are
protected, nurtured and loved. And I
invite you to join me in that quest by
co-sponsoring the Fostering Our Fu-
ture Act of 2006.

————
HONORING OUR VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. SCOTT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
this week as we begin to go into this
weekend to celebrate Memorial Day, it
is most fitting that we take a moment
to say a word about our soldiers, those
who have fallen, who have given their
lives in battle for the protection of this
country and the enhancement of free-
dom around the world. And so it is with
great pleasure and honor that I start
this recognition off recognizing the
great courage and work of our soldiers.

From the Revolutionary War, as we
recall, many soldiers who gave their
lives to start the foundation of this
country, many of those soldiers whose
portraits hang in this great Capitol,
several of those soldiers who walked
with bloody feet through Valley Forge
through the winter because we could
not get them the proper boots to wear.
But they went on and they fought
against the odds and brought freedom
and started this country; to the War of
1812; all the way through the Civil War,
where brother fought against brother;
the greatest contests in war that
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