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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

LOBBYING ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2006 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask that 
the Chair lay before the Senate the 
House message to accompany S. 2349 to 
provide greater transparency in the 
legislative process. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the House of Representatives: 

S. 2349 
Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 

2349) entitled ‘‘An Act to provide greater 
transparency in the legislative process’’, do 
pass with amendments. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
disagree with the House amendments, 
request a conference with the House, 
and the Chair be authorized to appoint 
conferees at a ratio of 3 to 2. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Chair appointed Mr. LOTT, Mr. 
STEVENS, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. DODD, 
and Mr. INOUYE conferees on the part of 
the Senate. 

f 

NATIONAL SAFETY MONTH 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration and the Senate now pro-
ceed to S. Res. 450. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 450) to designate June 
2006 as National Safety Month. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There 
being no objection, the Senate pro-
ceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 450) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 450 

Whereas the mission of the National Safe-
ty Council is to educate and influence citi-
zens of the United States to adopt safety, 
health, and environmental policies, prac-
tices, and procedures that prevent and miti-
gate human suffering and economic losses 
arising from preventable causes; 

Whereas the National Safety Council 
works to protect lives and promote health 
with innovative programs; 

Whereas the National Safety Council, 
founded in 1913, is celebrating its 93rd anni-
versary in 2006 as the premier source of safe-
ty and health information, education, and 
training in the United States; 

Whereas the National Safety Council was 
chartered by Congress in 1953, and is cele-

brating its 53rd anniversary in 2006 as a con-
gressionally-chartered organization; 

Whereas even with advancements in safety 
that create a safer environment for the peo-
ple of the United States, such as new legisla-
tion and improvements in technology, the 
unintentional-injury death toll is still unac-
ceptable; 

Whereas the National Safety Council has 
demonstrated leadership in educating citi-
zens of the United States on how to prevent 
injuries and deaths to senior citizens as a re-
sult of falls; 

Whereas citizens deserve a solution to na-
tionwide safety and health threats; 

Whereas such a solution requires the co-
operation of all levels of government, as well 
as the general public; 

Whereas the summer season, traditionally 
a time of increased unintentional-injury fa-
talities, is an appropriate time to focus at-
tention on both the problem and the solution 
to such safety and health threats; and 

Whereas the theme of ‘‘National Safety 
Month’’ for 2006 is ‘‘Making Our World A 
Safer Place’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 2006 as ‘‘National Safe-

ty Month’’; and 
(2) recognizes the accomplishments of the 

National Safety Council and calls upon the 
citizens of the United States to observe the 
month with appropriate ceremonies and re-
spect. 

f 

RELATIVE TO THE DEATH OF 
FORMER SENATOR LLOYD BENT-
SEN 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 489, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 489) relative to the 
death of Lloyd Bentsen, distinguished mem-
ber of the United States Senate. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, the distin-
guished elder statesman, Senator 
Lloyd Bentsen, passed away today in 
his family home in Houston at the age 
of 85. He leaves behind his wife Beryl 
Ann and his three children, Lloyd III, 
Lan and Tina, and seven beloved grand-
children. He also leaves behind almost 
four decades of dedicated public service 
on behalf of Texas and the American 
people. 

Alternately described as elegant, 
courtly, smooth, and collegial, Lloyd 
Bentsen of Rio Grande Valley was the 
picture of a Senator. A shrewd legis-
lator with finely honed negotiating 
skills, he was able to work with both 
sides of the aisle and gain the trust and 
cooperation of his colleagues. 

Senator Bentsen began his life in 
public service in 1942 when, fresh out of 
the University of Texas Law School, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Army. The war was 
on, and he was eager to serve his coun-
try. 

After a brief stint as a private in in-
telligence, the young Bentsen became a 

combat pilot. He began flying B–24 mis-
sions over an embattled Europe. By the 
time he was done, he had flown 50 mis-
sions and earned the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and the Air Medal with 
three oakleaf clusters. He retired a 
colonel in the Air Force Reserves. 

Still a young man in his early 
twenties, he returned to his hometown, 
where he practiced law for a year. He 
then became a county judge at the age 
of 25, and in 1948 he ran for Congress, 
where he served for three consecutive 
terms. He took a 16-year hiatus from 
elected office to become a successful 
financier. Then, in 1970, Lloyd Bentsen 
ran for the Senate, where he rose to na-
tional prominence. In 1988, Democratic 
Presidential nominee Michael Dukakis 
selected the distinguished 67-year-old 
as his running mate, and in 1993, Presi-
dent Clinton nominated Senator Bent-
sen to serve the Department of Treas-
ury. He led that Department and he re-
tired in 1994, nearly 30 years in public 
office. 

Over his long career, Senator Bent-
sen earned the respect of his colleagues 
and of the American people. He was an 
old-school gentleman who could don 
his partisan hat and share a respite 
from the day-to-day battles on the Sen-
ate floor. I came across a quotation of 
his, not as famous as another but one 
which I think sums up his lifetime in 
public service and one which is a valu-
able motto for us all: 

It should be clear by now that serious prob-
lems cannot be solved by public relations; 
they can only be solved by public responsi-
bility. 

Lloyd Bentsen’s words. 
On behalf of the Senate and the 

American people, our hearts go out to 
the Bentsen family. We join them in 
mourning the passing of a noteworthy 
statesman. May God bless them, and 
may God bless America. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, 
today we mourn the loss of a great 
Texan and a true American hero. Lloyd 
Bentsen passed away this morning, and 
I rise to pay tribute to the life and leg-
acy of a great statesman. 

Senator Bentsen served this Nation 
in numerous capacities. Everyone in 
Texas knew who Lloyd Bentsen was 
during all of the time that I was in my 
early years of public service. Many in 
this body also served with him and 
knew him well. He put his stamp on 
Texas, and he put his stamp on our 
country. 

Lloyd Bentsen was born in Mission, 
TX, in 1921, in the southernmost part of 
our State. He attended public schools 
and graduated from the University of 
Texas Law School in 1942. Upon grad-
uation, he served in the U.S. Army Air 
Forces during World War II. He flew 
more than 200 bombing missions to lib-
erate Europe from the Nazi grasp. For 
his heroic service, he was awarded the 
Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters, 
as well as the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for valor in combat. He retired 
with the rank of colonel from the Air 
Force Reserve. 
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After the war, Lloyd Bentsen re-

turned home to his native Rio Grande 
Valley. There he began his career as a 
public servant. As everyone who 
worked with him will attest, Lloyd 
Bentsen was a natural. His first office 
was county judge of Hidalgo County. 
He was then elected to represent Texas 
in the U.S. House of Representatives in 
1948, serving 6 years before leaving 
Congress to go into business. He moved 
to Houston and started a business that 
was very successful, and after some 
number of years in business, he decided 
he wanted to do what he liked doing 
best, and that was to have an office and 
serve the public. He was elected to the 
Senate in 1970. 

I have to say that is when I really got 
to know Lloyd Bentsen a little bit be-
cause I was a cub news reporter at 
KPRC–TV in Houston, and I covered 
that race. It was the battle of the ti-
tans. This was a race between George 
H.W. Bush and Lloyd Bentsen for the 
U.S. Senate seat in 1970. I remember 
me and all the reporters saying at the 
time that this is what a Senate race 
should be. These are two high-quality 
individuals. They are the kind of peo-
ple you would want in public service, 
and certainly the kind of people you 
would want elected to public office. 
Lloyd Bentsen won that race for the 
Senate. But George H.W. Bush also had 
an illustrious career to follow. 

Lloyd Bentsen stayed in the Senate 
and became a leader. He was here for 22 
years. Everyone in Texas knew him, 
but he was also a national figure. 
Lloyd Bentsen ran for President in 
1976. He was the Democratic candidate 
for Vice President in 1988. His illus-
trious public career concluded with his 
service to our Nation as Secretary of 
the Treasury. He served under Presi-
dent Clinton from 1993 to 1994. It was 
then that I was able to run for and win 
the seat that he had held. 

I have to say that when I was cov-
ering that Senate race in 1970, it would 
never have occurred to me that I would 
succeed the man who won that seat. I 
do remember that he came to my 
swearing in ceremony, which I thought 
was very gracious of him, and I 
thought it was so nice of him to wish 
me well. He wanted also to make sure 
I felt comfortable here, which, of 
course, I did. I have gotten to know 
Lloyd and B.A. Bentsen, his beautiful 
wife, who has been by his side all of 
these years—in the good days of public 
service when he was one of our coun-
try’s great leaders, and during the time 
that he was so ill for so long. I saw B.A. 
at his side every time I saw Senator 
Bentsen, either in Houston or Austin or 
someplace in Texas. 

He was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom on August 11, 1999. 
Later today, I will introduce a joint 
resolution with Senator CORNYN hon-
oring the life and legacy of Lloyd Bent-
sen. 

When people think of Lloyd Bentsen, 
if you talk to anybody on this floor 
who served with him, or if you talk to 

anybody in Texas who was one of his 
friends, or someone he knew, they al-
ways describe him as a gentleman, a 
person of the highest quality, exactly 
the kind of person you want in public 
service—someone with integrity, al-
ways there doing the right thing as he 
saw it, and always spending the time to 
do a great job for our country. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 
today to B.A. Bentsen and to Lloyd 
Bentsen III and Lan Bentsen, the two 
sons of this great American. We will in-
troduce a resolution later today to pay 
tribute to him. I want his family to 
know that our thoughts and prayers in 
this Senate are with him and with 
them today. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I wish 
to join my voice with those of my col-
leagues in celebrating the life, and 
mourning the death, of one of the polit-
ical giants of our time: Lloyd Bentsen 
fellow Texan, son, husband, father, 
friend, honored veteran, lawyer, county 
judge, Congressman, businessman, Sen-
ator, and at the peak of his career in 
public service, U.S. Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

It is difficult to capture in one brief 
statement the weight and the impact 
of one man’s life. But we can all be 
confident that the legacy left by Lloyd 
Bentsen is one of which his family, his 
State, and his country can be remark-
ably proud. 

Perhaps one important way to cap-
ture the meaning of his influence is to 
listen to those who have known or 
served with him or those who have had 
the honor of calling him a friend. 
Today, the chorus of their voices re-
minds us. 

Texas State Comptroller Carole 
Keeton Strayhorn said: ‘‘Sen. Lloyd 
Bentsen was a true Texas icon and a 
friend. He put Texans above politics. 
He lifted all Texans.’’ 

His former aide, and State Represent-
ative Richard Raymond said: ‘‘He 
didn’t pass the buck. That’s one of the 
things that stuck with me.’’ 

We should all be fortunate as to be 
remembered so fondly, and so well. 

It is clear that Lloyd Bentsen lived a 
life of purpose; he certainly wasted no 
time making his mark on our country. 
Born in Mission, TX, on February 11, 
1921, Bentsen received his law degree 
from University of Texas Law School 
at Austin. 

He served as a pilot in the U.S. Army 
Air Forces from 1942 to 1945, and re-
portedly flew 35 B–24 missions during 18 
months of heavy combat. He was put in 
charge of 600 men at the young age of 
23, and was promoted to the rank of 
major. For his heroic service, Bentsen 
was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, and the Air Medal with three 
oak leaf clusters. By the end of his 
military service, he had reached the 
rank of colonel. 

Bentsen returned from the war to 
serve as county judge in Hidalgo from 
1946 to 1948; then was elected in 1948 to 
the U.S. House of Representatives, 
where he served three terms. He then 

went on to pursue a career in business, 
which he did for 16 years in Houston 
before being elected to the U.S. Senate 
in 1971. 

His career, of course, also notably in-
cludes his party’s nomination for Vice 
President in 1988 a remarkable achieve-
ment, to be sure, as was his tenure as 
the 69th U.S. Secretary of the Treas-
ury, where he served with distinction 
from January 1993 to December 1994. 

Mr. President, today our country 
both celebrates the life and mourns the 
death of this distinguished American, a 
great Texan, who dedicated his life to 
public service. He was a powerful voice 
for the people he served, and he will be 
deeply missed. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express my sadness in learn-
ing of the passing of our esteemed 
former colleague from Texas, Senator 
Lloyd Millard Bentsen, Jr. I am certain 
that I join all of our colleagues in 
grieving the loss of this great Amer-
ican, and especially those of us who 
had the honor to have served in this 
body with him. 

Lloyd Bentsen was a good and a great 
man, and I had the opportunity to 
work with him closely many times 
over the 16 years we served here to-
gether. When I joined the Finance 
Committee in 1991, Senator Bentsen 
was the chairman. As a new member of 
the committee, I appreciated the way 
Chairman Bentsen ran Finance in a bi-
partisan and fair way that reflected 
positively on the long and distin-
guished history of that panel and the 
spirit of which continues until today. 

Many of us knew Senator Bentsen as 
a man of his word, and as a superb 
communicator. He was not a man of 
many words, but when he spoke, people 
everywhere stopped to listen. He spoke 
slowly and with great meaning, and he 
connected with those who heard him, 
whether they were a group of school-
children from Texas, his colleagues 
from his long years of service in the 
House and the Senate, the financial 
markets that listened to his every 
word as chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee and as Secretary of the Treas-
ury, or the world’s financial leaders, 
with whom he consorted as the Presi-
dent’s main economic spokesman. 

Lloyd Bentsen was a hero, to his fam-
ily, his constituents, his State, and to 
his country. As a young man, he served 
as a combat pilot in the European the-
ater during World War II, and he flew 
35 missions in B–24s. Lloyd was award-
ed the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters and the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. By the time he left military 
service, was promoted to a full colonel 
in the Air Force Reserve. 

Lloyd Bentsen’s natural leadership 
ability was evident early in life. As a 
young man he earned the rank of Eagle 
Scout, and he graduated from the Uni-
versity of Texas Law School by the 
time he was 21 years old. He then 
joined the Army Air Corps and rose 
from a private to the rank of major and 
was given command of a squadron of 
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600 men at the age of 23. Our friend and 
colleague was truly a remarkable man. 

After serving our country so val-
iantly during the war, Lloyd returned 
to his native Rio Grand Valley in 
Texas where he became a county judge 
and then ran successfully for the 
House, where he served for three terms. 
In 1955, he decided to leave public serv-
ice temporarily and began an impres-
sive career in business and finance in 
Houston, which ended in 1970 when he 
decided to run for the Senate. 

Mr. President, Lloyd Bentsen was 
one of the modern giants of the Senate. 
Of course, I did not always agree with 
him, or him me. However, I respected 
him. He was respected on both sides of 
the aisle, and by all who came to know 
him. 

Many words come to my mind when I 
think of Senator Bentsen. He was 
bright. He was fair. He was serious. He 
was dedicated. He was dignified. The 
State of Texas and all America have 
lost a great son. 

My heart goes out to Lloyd’s wife, 
Beryl, and to their children, grand-
children and other family members. 
May they find peace and joy in their 
memories and in knowing of the great 
contribution Lloyd gave to his coun-
try. 

Mr. AKAKA. I join my colleagues in 
tribute to my dear friend and tremen-
dous public servant, Congressman, Sen-
ator, and Secretary Lloyd Bentsen, on 
his recent passing. His tenure in Fed-
eral service is notable and well docu-
mented three terms in the House of 
Representatives and four terms in the 
Senate representing the people of 
Texas and 2 years as Secretary of the 
Treasury under former President Bill 
Clinton. 

I remember Lloyd as a giant in the 
Senate leadership when I first came to 
this body in 1990. He wielded the gavel 
at the Finance Committee and had al-
ready ascended to national recognition 
as a formidable Vice Presidential 
nominee in 1988. He was a Senator who 
worked hard every day to benefit the 
people of Texas and of this country. 

As a distinguished World War II vet-
eran, Lloyd was always supportive of 
our veterans and fulfilling their urgent 
needs. He fought to preserve and pro-
tect women’s rights, including the 
Equal Rights Amendment. He under-
stood the needs of America’s entre-
preneurs and business owners and car-
ried his acumen in economic policy 
from the Senate into the Clinton ad-
ministration. 

Millie and I remember Lloyd and his 
wife B.A., from our years in the Senate 
together, with fondness. We join others 
in extending to his family our warmest 
wishes in this difficult time. We say 
farewell to a true statesman. This Na-
tion is richer for his life and poorer for 
his loss. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The resolution (S. Res. 489) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 489 

Whereas Lloyd Bentsen was born in Mis-
sion, Texas, on February 11, 1921, to the chil-
dren of first generation citizens of the 
United States; 

Whereas Lloyd Bentsen began his service 
to the United States as a pilot in the Army 
Air Forces during World War II; 

Whereas, at the age of 23, Lloyd Bentsen 
was promoted to the rank of Major and given 
command of a squadron of 600 men; 

Whereas, because of his heroic efforts dur-
ing World War II, Lloyd Bentsen was award-
ed the Distinguished Flying Cross, the high-
est commendation of the Air Force for valor 
in combat, and the Air Medal with 3 Oak 
Clusters; 

Whereas, after his service in the military, 
Lloyd Bentsen returned to Texas to serve as 
a judge for Hidalgo County and was then 
elected to 3 consecutive terms in the House 
of Representatives; 

Whereas, after a successful business career, 
Lloyd Bentsen desired to return to public 
life; 

Whereas, in 1970, Lloyd Bentsen was elect-
ed to serve as a Senator from Texas, and did 
so with distinction for 22 years; 

Whereas the illustrious career of Lloyd 
Bentsen also included a Vice Presidential 
nomination in 1988; 

Whereas Lloyd Bentsen retired from the 
Senate in 1993 to serve as the 69th Secretary 
of the Treasury; 

Whereas Lloyd Bentsen was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1999 for his 
meritorious contributions to the United 
States; 

Whereas the record of Lloyd Bentsen dem-
onstrates his outstanding leadership and his 
dedication to public service; and 

Whereas Lloyd Bentsen will be remem-
bered for his faithful service to Texas and 
the United States; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the Senate honors the life 
and legacy of Lloyd Bentsen; 

Resolved, that the Senate extends its 
warmest sympathies to the family members 
and friends of Lloyd Bentsen; 

Resolved, that when the Senate adjourns 
today, it stand adjourned as a further mark 
of respect to the memory of the Honorable 
Lloyd Bentsen. 

f 

SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL 
AUTHORIZATION 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 490 which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 490) to authorize rep-
resentation by the Senate Legal Counsel in 
the case of Lannak v. Biden, et al. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this reso-
lution concerns a pro se civil action 
filed against all three members of the 
Delaware congressional delegation, 
Senator JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR., Senator 
THOMAS R. CARPER, and Representative 
MICHAEL N. CASTLE. Plaintiff com-
plains that the defendants violated his 

rights under the Age Discrimination 
Act, by not actively assisting him in 
his quest to have the National Insti-
tutes of Health analyze and prove his 
research regarding the cause of a spine 
condition he terms ‘‘equilibrium scoli-
osis.’’ Plaintiff seeks damages for this 
alleged failure to help him in his deal-
ings with the National Institutes of 
Health. 

This suit is subject to dismissal on 
various grounds, including failure to 
state a claim against the defendants 
under the Age Discrimination Act. 
This resolution authorizes the Senate 
Legal Counsel to represent the Senator 
defendants in this suit and to move for 
its dismissal. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The resolution (S. Res. 490) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 490 

Whereas, in the case of Lannak v. Biden, et 
al., No. 06–CV–0180, pending in the United 
States District Court for the District of 
Delaware, the plaintiff has named as defend-
ants Senators Joseph R. Biden, Jr. and 
Thomas R. Carper; 

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and 
704(a)(l) of the Ethics in Government Act of 
1978, 2 U.S.C. 288b(a) and 288c(a)(l), the Sen-
ate may direct its counsel to defend Mem-
bers, officers, and employees of the Senate in 
civil actions relating to their official respon-
sibilities: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the Senate Legal Counsel is 
authorized to represent Senators Joseph R. 
Biden, Jr. and Thomas R. Carper in the case 
of Lannak v. Biden, et al. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE TO 
ESCORT HIS EXCELLENCY EHUD 
OLMERT, PRIME MINISTER OF 
ISRAEL 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the President 
of the Senate be authorized to appoint 
a committee on the part of the Senate 
to join with a like committee on the 
part of the House of Representatives to 
escort His Excellency Ehud Olmert, 
Prime Minister of Israel, into the 
House Chamber for the joint meeting 
tomorrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 
2006 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand in adjournment until 8:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, May 24, 2006. I further ask 
that following the prayer and pledge, 
the morning hour be deemed expired, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the time of the two leaders be 
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